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GOLD MEDAL…Westfield High School (WHS) graduating senior, Mark
Gillespie, achieved a gold medal on the National Latin Exam run by the
University of Mary Washington for the past four consecutive years. The National
Latin Exam Committee wrote to WHS Principal Renwick stating, “This notewor-
thy achievement is, indeed, a credit to your school and to you who support and
recognize the value of the study of Latin, as well as to your Latin teacher whose
dedication has made this honor possible. We congratulate you and we share the
great pride you must take in this outstanding student.” Mark, left, is congratu-
lated by his Latin teacher, James Rowan.

BUDDY BENCH…Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s first “official” buddy bench
was installed in the playground at the Westfield campus on May 28. The hope is that
the buddy bench will eliminate loneliness and foster friendship on the playground.
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Schools Out and Summer is Here —
Remember, Safety First!

By Councilwoman Joann Neylan
Westfield Councilwoman

With the arrival of summer, many of
us are looking forward to spending more
time out and about to enjoy all the
wonderful activities that the warmer
weather beckons. As Chair of the Pub-
lic Safety Committee, I’d like to re-
mind everyone to keep your personal
safety and the safety of others in mind.
School is out, so there are many chil-
dren going to and from, and participat-
ing in, outdoor activities throughout
the day. Adults, too, are taking advan-
tage of the longer daylight hours, so
let’s all commit ourselves to staying
alert and staying safe. Here are ten
safety tips I urge you to follow:

 1. Safety begins with you. Studies
by the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety have shown that: “Most people
understand the risks of distraction,
drowsiness, impaired driving, and other
risky behaviors – and they condemn
others for being risky – but they refuse
to apply what they know to their own
behavior.” Adults, remember that you
set the example for the children. Model
responsible, safe behavior and the chil-
dren around you will follow. For ex-
ample, are you crossing at the cross-
walk? Are you looking out for pedestri-
ans and cyclists while driving? Are you
free of dangerous distractions such as
cell phones while operating a motor
vehicle? Are you wearing your seatbelt
and obeying the speed limit?

 2. Share the road. Did you know that
cyclists, skateboarders and inline skat-
ers have the same rights under New
Jersey law as a moving motor vehicle?
They also have the same responsibili-
ties. “Sharing the road” applies to ev-
eryone who uses the road and includes
knowing and following all the rules of
the road.

 3. Expand your field of vision when
approaching crosswalks and intersec-
tions.  In the State of New Jersey, a
crosswalk is defined as an extension of
the road, sidewalk, curb or edge of the
shoulder at an intersection for people on
foot. That means that there is a cross-
walk at every intersection, whether it is
marked or unmarked. When stopping
for a pedestrian in a crosswalk, stop two
car lengths back so that drivers behind
you and in other lanes can also see the
pedestrian in time to stop. When ap-
proaching a stopped vehicle, assume it
is stopped to allow a pedestrian to cross.
Never pass a vehicle that is stopped for
a pedestrian. When you are making a
turn, you may have waited for a gap in
traffic. While waiting, pedestrians may
have entered the crosswalk, so be sure
to check first before turning.

 4. Pedestrians – be alert and be seen.
Remember, while New Jersey law re-
quires that drivers stop and remain
stopped while a pedestrian is in a marked
crosswalk, it also requires that pedes-
trians exercise due care for their safety:
“andhellip; no pedestrian shall suddenly
leave a curb or other place of safety and
walk or run into the path of a vehicle
which is so close that it is impossible
for the driver to yield.” In addition,

pedestrians must make sure that they
can be seen. Wear bright colors or bet-
ter yet, clothing with reflective mark-
ers, especially when it’s dark out. When
crossing a street, use a marked cross-
walk whenever possible. If there is no
marked crosswalk nearby, cross the
street at an intersection (which is con-
sidered an “unmarked” crosswalk).
Don’t rely solely on traffic signals and
don’t assume drivers see you – always
look first before crossing no matter
what.

5. Cyclists – be alert and be seen.
Remember, cyclists have the same rights
and responsibilities as a moving motor
vehicle. While the law requires riders
under 17 years old to wear helmets,
helmets are recommended for all ages.
When riding, make sure you can be
seen by others and keep in mind at all
times that cars and trucks have blind
spots.

6. Fireworks are illegal in New Jer-
sey. New Jersey’s laws on fireworks
are very restrictive for good reason – to
prevent personal injury and to prevent
igniting a fire. Think sparklers are harm-
less? Sparklers burn at a temperature of
1200anddeg; F. (Glass melts at
900anddeg; F. You would never hand a
child a stick with molten glass on the
end, so don’t let them handle spar-
klers.) Sparklers, firecrackers, M-80s,
champagne poppers, roman candles,
rockets and every other novelty item that
falls under the category of fireworks are
illegal in this State. Any person found
using fireworks illegally is subject to a
$500 fine and/or imprisonment.

 7. Outdoor chefs – grill safely. Re-
member that a grill placed too close to
anything that can burn is a fire hazard.
Grills can also cause burn injuries. Keep
children and pets at least 3 feet away. The
Westfield Fire Department recommends
everyone read the grilling safety tips on
www.westfieldnj.gov/Fire.

 9. Actively watch children at all times
around a pool. The American Academy
of Pediatrics recommends that an adult
should always be in the water and within
an arm’s reach to provide “touch supervi-
sion” for infants and toddlers. For older
children, an adult should be paying con-
stant attention and free from distractions
such as talking on the phone and tending
to chores. If you have a pool in your yard,
it must be surrounded by a 6 foot solid
fence (except the part between the house
and pool may be open if applicable).

 10. Make sure children are safe in and
around cars. Walk around your car before
backing up. Look for children and toys.
Watch for children walking or riding
bicycles, tricycles or scooters on the side-
walk when pulling in or out of your
driveway. Make sure that young chil-
dren are properly restrained in a car
seat designed for your child’s age,
height and weight and that all other
passengers are wearing a seat belt. Lock
power windows from the driver’s seat.
Never let children play in the trunk of a
car and never leave a child alone in a
car. Children overheat four times faster
than adults, and leaving a window open
does not help!

 Mayor Skibitsky, my fellow Coun-
cil members, and I wish all residents a
happy and safe summer. Thanks in ad-
vance for joining with us in making
your safety and the safety of others a
top priority.

Univ. of Richmond
Announces Dean’s List

RICHMOND, Va. – The Univer-
sity of Richmond announced that
Angela Tata of Westfield, Class of
2015, was named to the Dean’s List
for the spring 2014 semester. She is
majoring in biochemistry and mo-
lecular biology. Angela is a 2011
graduate of Westfield High School.

To be named to the dean’s List a
student must earn a minimum semes-
ter GPA of 3.6 with no grade lower
that a B- and have completed at least
3.5 units for the semester.

College of the Holy
Cross Announces Grads

WORCESTER, Mass.– The fol-
lowing local students received de-
grees from the College of the Holy
Cross on May 23 at its 168th Com-
mencement.

Patricia Whitehead, of Westfield
received a Bachelor of Arts degree.
Joseph Kramkowski, of Westfield
received a Bachelor of Arts degree,
cum laude.

Mount Saint Mary Academy
Graduates 72 Seniors

WALKING TOWARDS THE FUTURE…Members of the Mount Saint Mary’s
Class of 2014 gather outside the school’s main building prior to commencement
exercises on June 7.

WATCHUNG – Mount Saint Mary
Academy’s Class of 2014, comprised
of 72 seniors, graduated in a special
ceremony on the school’s campus on
June 7.

The class continued the school’s
stellar record of 100 percent college
acceptance and earned over $9.6 mil-
lion in scholarships and grants. Col-
lege acceptance includes six of the
eight Ivy League schools, as well as
institutions such as the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Georgetown
University, Johns Hopkins University,
and Duke University.

“It still baffles me how blessed I am
to have attended the Mount,” valedic-
torian Shivali Govani of Piscataway
said in her address on Saturday. “When
I began my high school career, I had
no idea what community meant but
this journey has illuminated that. The
whole community has touched my
heart and my family’s heart in ways
unimaginable.”

“Since we began four years ago, we
have all transformed into intelligent
and confident young women who truly
reflect the Mercy Core Values of re-
spect, integrity, justice, service and
compassion,” said salutation Anne
Bocage of Princeton. “I am thankful
for the opportunity to be surrounded
by such an inspiring and passionate

class.”
Shivali will attend the University of

Pennsylvania, where she has been ac-
cepted to the school’s seven-year
submatriculation bio-dental program.
Anne will attend Brown University,
where she will participate in the
school’s eight-year Program in Lib-
eral Medical Education (PLME) which
combines undergraduate education
and professional studies in medicine.
PLME is the only combined baccalau-
reate-medical degree program in the
Ivy League.

“We are supremely proud of the
graduating class and all they have
achieved, both academically and per-
sonally,” said Mount Directress Sister
Lisa Gambacorto. “These young
women serve as shining lamps to the
world around them. Their great accom-
plishments here are only the begin-
ning; each is poised to shape the world
for the better in her own special way.”

Mount Saint Mary Academy is a
Catholic, independent school which
provides an exemplary college prepa-
ratory education for young women in
grades 9 through 12. Founded in 1908
as a sponsored work of the Sisters of
Mercy, the Mount remains committed
to challenging each student to develop
her fullest potential in a Christian at-
mosphere of love and caring.

Buddy Bench Installed at
Holy Trinity School

WESTFIED — Holy Trinity
Interparochial School’s (HTIS) first
“official” buddy bench was installed
in the playground at the Westfield
campus on May 28. The idea be-
hind the bench came from Chris-
tian Bucks, a second grader at
Roundtown Elementary in Manches-
ter Township, who saw it in Ger-
many when doing research online
and wanted to see it implemented in
his school and others.

According to buddybench.org,
“The buddy bench is a simple idea to
eliminate loneliness and foster
friendship on the playground.”

When the HTIS third graders heard
of the buddy bench, they decided to
run a fundraiser in grades K-8 to so
they could have one in their school.
With the support of their teachers,
Laura Gribbin and Kristen Casorio,
they successfully raised enough
money to install the bench. Father
Alex Pinto offered a special service
to bless the bench with the students
and their buddies in grades Pre-K
through fourth grade present.

Now, when students see another
child sitting on the bench they will
ask that child to play and join in,
ensuring no child feels left out.

Ronald McDonald Visits
SP-F Public Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
On May 28, Ronald McDonald visited
School One and Coles Elementary
Schools to recognize the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PTA Council and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District for
accomplishing the daunting task of
collecting one million pop tabs!

Gina Giacona, president of Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School, was pre-
sented with a plaque in honor of the
induction of the school district into the
Million Tab Club.

Every school in the district partici-
pated and helped reach the million tab
goal over a five-year period. It was a
wonderful group effort that all could
help with from the youngest students to
staff members and administrators within
the district.

The pop tabs were donated to the
New Brunswick Ronald McDonald

House. Ronald McDonald House takes
the pop tabs, that have a higher metal
value than the cans, and uses the money
to help provide free or low cost housing
for parents of children who are being
treated across the street at Children’s
Specialized Hospital.

As a thank you to the district, Ronald
visited Brunner, Evergreen and McGinn
Elementary Schools earlier in the month
asking students to take the pledge to try
and be Planet Protectors by reusing and
recycling, and stressing that each small
effort that’s made can add up to a
cleaner and healthier world.

The plaque will be hung at the dis-
trict Board of Education Office on Ev-
ergreen Avenue and Cedar Street. The
PTA Council would like to thank ev-
eryone who helped make this possible.

FAMILIAR FACE…Ronald McDonald visits Scotch Plains-Fanwood elemen-
tary schools. Pictured, left to right, first row, are: Veronica Thompson, Emily
Colasanti, Aiden Fairweather, Benjamin Nathan and Rachel Levy. Pictured,
back row, left to right, are: Nychey Michael from Ronald McDonald House,
Ronald McDonald, Coles School Principal Dr. Debbe Evans and Coles PTA
President Lisa Devine.

School of Visual Arts
Awards Degrees

NEW YORK, N.Y.– The following
local students are among 714 stu-
dents from School of Visual Arts who
received undergraduate degrees at the
College’s commencement exercises
on May 15 at The Theater at Madison
Square Garden, New York City.

Marianna Perez-Santalla, a resi-
dent of Mountainside graduated with
a BFA in Design. Tracy Landon, a
resident of Scotch Plains graduated
with a BFA in Film and Video. Juhyun
Lee, a resident of Westfield gradu-
ated with a BFA in Design.

Muhlenberg Announces
Dean’s List

ALLENTOWN, Pa. - Muhlenberg
College has announced its Dean’s
List for the Spring 2014 semester.
Students must earn a minimum of a
3.5 grade point average (4.0-scale) to
attain Dean’s List status.

Meghan Suriano, a member of the
class of 2015, is an accounting major
from Westfield. She is the child of
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A Suriano anda
graduate of Westfield High School.


