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DeMARTINO, ANDROCONIS, BUNTING WERE ERA ‘ACES’

Pitching Led Blue Devil Nine
To UCT Crown, 20-4 Record

Prepared by DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control pitching from a host of
players, more so than in any other
year, guided this year’s Westfield High
School baseball team that, after a
slow start, down a smooth path that
yielded 17 straight victories, includ-
ing 14 at home, a Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) title and a final record
of 20-4.

On several occasions throughout
the season, Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster stated, “I know we
have good pitching to keep us in
games. All I ask is five runs please!
Just five runs!”

Only twice did teams score more
than five runs on the Blue Devils and
only once a team scored five runs,

and all three came within the first six
games of the season when their record
was sitting at 3-3. By season’s end,
however, the Blue Devils recorded
seven shutouts and in four games,
held their opponents to just one run.

Another interesting fact was the
Blue Devils’ ability to defeat the
Cranford Cougars, who became the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
champs, twice in the same week, the
second in the UCT semifinals. Then
one week later, they did the same to
Governor Livingston, the second win
a 5-3 victory that earned Westfield its
14th UCT championship.

After receiving the top seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tour-
nament, the Blue Devils stopped
Phillipsburg, 6-1, the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Raiders, 5-2, in the
quarterfinals and the Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers, 5-0, in the semis
before ending their season with a 3-0
loss to Millburn in the championship
game.

In the Bridgewater-Raritan game,
senior pitcher Brad DeMartino prob-
ably tossed his best game, allowing
just three hits, while walking two and
striking out six. In 45 innings,
DeMartino struck out 50 and walked
11 to finish with a 5-1 record and a
1.71 ERA.

Senior Mike Androconis tossed his
best game in a 1-0 shutout over Union
Catholic, allowing only two hits and
one walk, while striking out six in six
innings before being relieved by jun-

A Little ‘Common Sense’
Would Go a Long Way

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Dire Straits frontman Mark
Knopfler wrote “Telegraph Road” in
1982, he had no idea they lyrics would
be brought up in 2014 concerning a
retiring teacher and cross-country coach
at Westfield High. But there they are:

“… then came the churches, then
came the schools, then came the law-
yers, then came the rules ...”

The words were poignant back in
1982 and they also hit at the crux of
the current situation of Thom Hornish,
the distinguished WHS teacher who
has also carved his niche as the only
coach the school’s girls cross-coun-
try team has known. Retiring now
after 40-plus years as a social studies
teacher, Hornish wanted to coach the
team one more season this fall. Not an
unreasonable request, you would
think. Especially given that Jack
Martin retired from teaching in 2005
but continued on as the paid boys
cross-country coach until June 2012.

“Thom’s problem was caused by
the pension reform legislation of
2011, which prevents someone from
continuing in the same position for
six months,” Martin said. “But it
makes no sense, since coaching is a
non-pensionable position.”

But “ … then came the lawyers,
then came the rules … ”

In 2011-12 a ruling by the N.J.
State Treasury Division of Pension,
perhaps linked to Internal Revenue
Service rules, put in place a law that
prevents people from coaching as a
salaried employee or – and this is the
kicker! – as a volunteer with no pay.
Hornish wanted to come back for one
last season, even in a non-pay status,
to be with this group of girls. But the
lawmakers changed the rules to say

that a retiree must sever his/her rela-
tionship with that district for 180 days
(six months or an academic year).

Senators Tom Kean and Peter
Barnes, state assemblyman Pat
Deignan and local lawyer Jon
Bramnick have taken up the cause for
Hornish, and others, and put correc-
tive legislation before the state assem-
bly in Trenton. But it has to be acted
upon by June 30. At that time Hornish’s
pension kicks in and it would be in
jeopardy if he is in violation of the
current rules. [The Assembly Educa-
tion Committee unanimously passed a
bill last week that would allow retired
teachers to stay on as coaches, as long
as they earn less than $10,000 per year.
That was in the case of Metuchen
soccer coach Ken Graf, who is in a
similar situation to Hornish.

[“This bill adjusts what was an unin-
tended consequence of the pension re-
form legislation,” said Diegnan, the
bill’s sponsor. “And the fact that it passed
unanimously on both sides of the aisle
with the support of all members really
shows that it has universal support.”

[But …[Said Hornish: “The biparti-
san Education Committee unani-
mously approved the change to the
legislation allowing for retired teach-
ers who have been coaches to continue
with no infringement on their pension
as their salaries were never part of the
pension. The proviso is a ceiling of
$10,000. Now, Senators Kean and
Barnes have a bill on the senate floor
and the Deignan Bill is also before the
Assembly. They vote on it. If the vote
in both houses approve, the Pension
Commission Reviews to ensure that it
is in compliance with Federal (IRS)
Laws. Then, if the legislation passes
both houses and gets approved by the
Pension Committee it goes to the Gov-
ernor and he signs it. As long as it is by
July 1 … ”]

Why do rules often seem to get in
the way of common sense? It’s ironic,
since the 1776 book “Common Sense”
by a political activist and revolution-
ary named Thomas Paine has come
up often in discussions during
Hornish’s social studies classes the
past four decades.

This ruling would not only have a
bearing on Graf and Hornish, but on
dozens of longtime coaches in Westfield
and around the state. Bob Brewster
(baseball) and George Kapner (tennis)
are two current WHS teachers who
joined the staff in the 1970s and could
eventually be affected by it.

“The thing is, the rule as it reads
says the money a coach earns is pen-
sion-exempt,” athletic supervisor
Sandy Mamary said. “But then it says
that when a person retires they have

to remove themselves from the school
district for 180 days or six months.
It’s just a dumb rule. The coaching
position (pay) is not pensionable,
therefore why would it be illegal to
volunteer as a coach, and jeopardize
your pension? The sad thing is they’re
going to fix it. It’s going to be changed.
But I don’t know if it will be changed
in time for Thom.”

There is no questioning the gov-
ernment trying to save money by pre-
venting more old-school “double dip-
ping” on its watch. But, on the other
hand, you’ve got a 40-plus-year
teacher who would like to retire and
collect his well-earned pension, but
still has a “coaching Jones” and is
even willing to volunteer his time to
continue that passion for one more
season. There is no “double dip” when
the coach is volunteering his time.

A little common sense wouldn’t
hurt. And Hornish will get his “day in
court” today when he travels to Tren-
ton to state his case.

“This is not how I wanted to step
down,” said Hornish, who has seen
the girls team grow from just 10 mem-
bers in that initial fall of 1980 to an
amazing 141 last fall season. “I’ve
worked tirelessly to build the pro-
gram and our tradition as Walt
Clarkson, my mentor, would have
wanted it to be built. I’m not a
Westfield kid. I didn’t wear the
Westfield Blue and White. (note:
Caldwell’s colors are also blue and
white.) I didn’t know Westfield even
existed before I came here in August
1973. But now the thought that I can’t
be a part of Westfield cross-country
because of some poorly written legis-
lation is beyond the pale. I can’t tell
you how hurtful this is.”

Since its inception in 1980, the
girls cross-country team has won 252
meets and lost 32. They’ve won 15
conference titles, 14 county titles and
7 sectional titles. They’ve had win
streaks of 92 and 37 in a row. But
there’s more to Hornish and his pro-
gram than just the wins and titles.

The man who built the program
from scratch, the man who worked
with champion runners like Cindy
Best, Jenee Anzelone, Tina Nienburg,
Catie Robinson, Aimee Stout, Suzy
Kozub, Kellie Goncalves, Lindsay
Totams, Maura McMahon, Alexis
Anzelone, Sarah Mahran, Kathleen
Salmon, Deenie Quinn, Carly Oliff,
Jenn Danielsson, and Gabby Stravach,
among many others, may be on the
outside looking in this fall.

“Unless there’s a miracle,” Hornish
said, “my new title of ‘Coach Emeri-
tus’ is a polite way of saying ‘Retired
Coach.’ ”

David B. Corbin (May 11, 2014) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINAL OUT OF THE GAME...Second baseman Tyler Bowman, background, throws to first baseman Cal Robertshaw for
the final out to earn the Blue Devils the Union County title with a 5-3 win over Governor Livingston at Kean University.
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410 Longfellow Avenue— Westfield, New Jersey 

Welcome home to this meticulously cared for 8 room Colonial located on a 

tree-lined street! Formal living and dining rooms, eat-in kitchen, first floor 

family room with access to 16X16 deck, powder room and an office overlook-

ing the yard complete the first floor. Upstairs there are 3 bedrooms including 

a master bedroom suite with full bath and double closets. The additional two 

bedrooms share the main hall bath. Plenty of extra space in the finished base-

ment with rec room, laundry and storage space. Additional features include 

central air conditioning, 1 car attached garage & 2 fireplaces. Great curb 

appeal and peaceful setting close to town & NYC trans. Priced at $699,000. 

GOOD START...Mike Ionta (’14), a
three-year starting catcher who had a
.373 career batting average, knows that
a Waffle House breakfast is a great
way to start the day – especially with a
bowl of cheese grits.
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1750 Florida Street
1750 Florida Street is a 2010 built home by the well respected Westfield builder, Don Villane. This is an
absolutely turn-key home with all of the appointments today's high end buyers desire. The kitchen is a cook's
dream and provides space for family participation with its granite peninsula and family room beyond. The living
room/dining room provides a flexible configuration able to accommodate large gatherings and appointed with
detailed moldings and cabinetry. The master bedroom is a true retreat with its gas fireplace, coffered ceiling,
sumptuous bathroom and his/her walk in closets. The second floor laundry room is large with room to iron or
hang delicates. The finished basement, complete with a full bathroom, is an additional recreation area for family
fun! This home sits of a beautifully landscaped, fenced property on a quiet street within an easy walk of Jefferson
school. Highest quality appointments and a sunny, open floorplan make this home a pleasure to live in. What
better place to appreciate the excellent schools and wonderful community of Westfield, New Jersey!

Offered for $999,999.


