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UC Shines in Sr. All-Star Win
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

November’s HOF Dinner
Will Mark 20th Anniversary

It seems that so much has changed
in the past 21 years. But a quick
Google search for “the world in 1993”
shows that hardly anything has
changed – in the outside world, any-
how. There was all the same craziness
that’s going on now, just by different
crazies and in different places.

It was in 1993 that the Westfield
Bicentennial Commission created the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame. Its
purpose was to honor the athletes,
teams and coaches from the past who
had helped make WHS the state’s
premier public high school – in sports
as well as academics. The original
10-member committee – the found-
ing fathers, and one founding mother
– didn’t have many ways to know if
they were doing things right. There
weren’t a lot of other schools honor-
ing their sports history at the time.
That’s changed, of course; now it
seems that just about every school
has a Hall of Fame.

The original 10 trustees (alpha-
betically) were: Bob Brewster Sr.,
George Brownell, Charles
Frankenbach, Lee Hale, Bruce
Johnson, Gary Kehler, Roger Love,
Sandy Mamary, Bob Petix and Ed
Tranchina. Health issues soon forced
Frankenbach’s departure from the
committee, replaced by Bruce Moran.
Johnson, Love, Mamary and Moran
have been involved in all 10 induc-
tions so far. Past members include
Bill Monninger (9 classes), Carol
Donner (4) and Jim Hely (1). Round-
ing out the current board are Bill
Jordan (6), Glen Kehler (6), Owen
Brand (4), Kathy Luckey (4), Peter
Renwick (3), Steve Merrill (2), Kim
Selert (2), Bill Taylor (2) and Bob
Brewster Jr. (1).

The best move by the original trust-
ees was deciding to hold the induc-
tion dinner every two years rather
than every year, which was a consid-
eration. A school with the sports his-
tory of Westfield could pull off an-
nual inductions – or even if they were
held every six months – but every two

years gives the town’s sports fans
guaranteed quality inductions for, lit-
erally, decades to come.

The first induction took place on
Nov. 21, 1994, the Monday before
Thanksgiving Day. Why we picked
that day I can’t remember. But every
induction has been on the Monday
before Thanksgiving at the Westwood.
And the 11th class will be inducted
on Monday, Nov. 24, 2014.

It seems like yesterday that the first
class was honored. But the calendar
says it’s been almost 20 years now.
On that historic night Chris Campbell,
Bob Clotworthy, Frank Jackson, Glen
Kehler, Gerry McGinley, Sam
Mitchell, Dave Morash, Jeff Torborg,
Lee Waring and Joe Wiendl, coaches
Gary Kehler and Merilyn Diamond,
and the 1924 girls basketball team
became the first class.

The second class included Jacki
Booth, Krissy Jeremiah, Frank
Ketcham, Kevin McGorty, Dick
Myers, Rob Schmalz, Greg Weiss
and Butch Woolfolk, coaches Walt
Clarkson and Carol Donner, and the
1977 football team.

We were legit, and we were off and
running.

Over the years we’ve honored 92
athletes, 15 coaches/coaches and 14
teams.

Every induction has had the “feel”
of a first class. And this year’s group
is no different, with the honorees
spread out over eight decades – the
1920s to the 1990s.

Here’s the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame’s Class of 2014:

Erin Allebaugh (’93) was a three-
sport – field hockey, basketball, track
– standout in high school. She was
Senior MVP of all three sports, earn-
ing all-state (field hockey) and all-
county (basketball), and setting the
school hurdles record (track).

Sam Arbes (’38) starred in football
and baseball, earning all-state in foot-
ball, before playing football at the
University of North Carolina. He later
became known as “the dean of North
Carolina wrestling.”

Jimmy Byrd (’28) was a three-time
state champion in the mile (he was
second as a freshman), and also starred
on the basketball team. Byrd ran at
Lincoln University in Philadelphia.
He later had a dental practice in town.

Andrew Cary (’87) was a three-
year, two-way tackle in football and
school record-holder in the shot put
at WHS. He attended the University
of Connecticut, where he was a four-
year starter at DT and Big East Con-
ference shot put champion.

Lynne Cassidy (’88) was a co-cap-
tain of the 1988 girls swim team, and
a member of the 1986 state champion
medley relay. She was one of the top
athletes in Gettysburg (Pa.) College
history, earning all-American honors
25 times.

Stephen Cheek (’95) was a two-
way starter on the football team (quar-
terback and linebacker) and an un-
beaten pitcher on the ’95 baseball

team, Cheek also played in the NFL
as a punter.

Don Feeley (’55) was a co-captain
of the cross-country and basketball
teams, once scoring 31 points against
Cranford. He went on to an outstand-
ing college basketball coaching ca-
reer, mostly at Sacred Heart in
Fairfield, Conn.

Pete Giordano (’79) was co-cap-
tain of the 1978 boys soccer team. He
is the winningest girls soccer coach
in school history, with 210 wins, in-
cluding seven county and three sec-
tional titles.

Paul Healy (’78) was co-captain of
the ’78 boys swim team. He won nine
Union County and four state titles,
and held four individual school
records when he graduated. He had a
30-year career in the U.S. Navy, com-
manding a nuclear submarine.

Steve McCoy (’65) earned eight
letters in soccer, swimming and ten-
nis. He was a two-time state cham-
pion diver, a three-year all-American
and two-time “Y” National cham-
pion. He also was a Big Ten finalist at
the University of Wisconsin.

Maggie McFadden is one of six
coaches in school history with more
than 400 wins. She coached field
hockey (179 wins) for 24 years and
softball (237) for 14, winning two
county and two sectional titles.

Eddie Morton (’72) is the most
decorated high jumper in school his-
tory – a three-time state champion –
and might have been among the most
decorated in football if not for inju-
ries. He played collegiately at Iowa
State University.

Jack Reydel (’46) was a three-sport
guy in high school – football, basket-
ball, baseball. He went on to play in
the College World Series for Princeton
University and later was an outstand-
ing teacher and coach at
Lawrenceville School.

Megan Sheehy (’97) was co-cap-
tain of the ’96 girls soccer team, earn-
ing Umbro Player of the Year and all-
America honors, and co-captain in
volleyball, playing on two county
champion teams. Injuries slowed her,
in high school and at West Virginia.

The 1988, ’89 girls swim teams
went their four-year high school ca-
reers without losing a swim meet
under Hall of Fame coach Merilyn

IN THE BEGINNING...On Nov. 21, 1994 the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame held
its first induction dinner. Among the honorees that night were coach Gary Kehler
(second from right) and four of his state champion wrestlers, (from left) Frank
Jackson, Dave Morash, Joe Wiendl and Chris Campbell.

hind the plate for the first four innings
and DeMartino had been assigned to
pitch the second inning, but it will be
a new experience working with pitch-
ers from other teams.

“It will be interesting, learning new
pitchers, but we will be fine,” Ionta
said.

“It’s definitely a really fun time. I
like to come and watch everyone play,
because I like to watch the talent. I am
only pitching one inning, so that’s
basically the most exciting thing for
me. I am friends with a lot of these
kids. There is no tension between us.
It will be a fun time, definitely,”
DeMartino said.

Well! The Union County seven did
become the best of the best.
DeMartino retired all three batters he
faced in the second inning, striking
out one, and Kahn fanned three of the
four batters he faced in the seventh
inning.

Zazzali fulfilled his promise of
getting a hit when he blasted a ground-
rule double that one-hopped over the
centerfield fence in the eighth inning.
Zazzali also added pizzazz at short-
stop on a play in the eighth inning and
a pair of plays in the ninth. In the
eighth, he fielded a grounder deep in
the hole and fired to first in time to get
the runner. In the ninth, Zazzali chased
down a base stealer, who overran
second then he added a clever short-
to-third-to-home rundown for the
third out.

Trotter ripped a single and scored
in the first inning then, in the fourth
inning, he snagged a liner and alertly
fired to second base to double up the
runner. Jennings slipped a two-run
single under the shortstop’s glove in
the seventh inning and drew a walk in
the sixth.

Amaro looped a single and scored
in the seventh inning and walked in
the fifth. Ionta had an RBI groundout
in the first inning and beat out an
infield single by a half step in the
third. Ionta was also on the receiving
end of a relay to nail South team All-
Star Kyle Cox (Millville) in the top of
the first inning.

After the fine relay from leftfield-
to-short-to-Ionta held the South score-
less in the first inning, the Northwest
responded with two-runs on three
hits. Bob Shannon (Mt. Olive) tapped
an infield single, Trotter lined a single
to left and Mark Turi (Morristown)

took a fastball on the side to load the
bases. Ionta rolled an RBI groundout
to short and Tyler Benson (Montville)
belted an RBI double to left-center.

DeMartino quickly took care of
business on the mound in the second
inning, but the South’s only run came
in the third off pitcher Max Karp
(West Essex) after a bunt single and a
stolen base was followed by a single
to center. After Ionta reached base
with two out in the third, Zazzali
came in as his courtesy runner and
stole second, but the next batter
grounded out to short.

The South did threaten in the fourth
with two runners on base, but Trotter’s
catch and his alertness to double up
the runner at second eased the threat.
In the fifth West Morris Wolfpack
pitcher Andrew Politi struck out all
three Southerners he faced.

The Northwest added two runs of
icing in the seventh. Amaro plopped
a one-out single over first, Joe
Beneducci (Mendham) and Ryan
Fearon (Cedar Grove) both walked,
and Jennings’ high chopper forced
the shortstop to make a quick deci-
sion, but he was too late and the ball
wandered into the outfield, allowing
two Northwesterners to score.
South 001 000 000 1
Northwest 200 000 200 4

Diamond. They won four county titles
and three state A Division titles.

The 1995 baseball team is the
winningest team in school history with
27 wins (three losses). It also had a
school-record 17-game win streak,
won the county championship and
was ranked No. 1 in the state and No.
10 in the country late in the season.

For more information about the
dinner, contact Sandy Mamary at
WHS.

HERE’S THE CATCH
WHS catchers have to be good

defensively – 1) to play for former
catcher Bob Brewster and 2) to play
at Edison Intermediate, a graveyard
for weak defensive catchers. But in
the past 21 seasons, WHS’s varsity
backstops have provided an added
bonus: a combined 16-year batting
average of .404!

Here are the catchers and their bat-
ting average:

1994: Ron Nobile .406; 1995: Craig
Tinervin .348; 1996: Bill Hedden
.314; 1997: Hedden .349; 1998: Dave
Koye .212; 1999: Brian Flynn .415;
2000: Flynn .403; 2001: Josh Ludmer
.268; 2002: Ludmer .360; 2003: Mike
Murray .386; 2004: Murray .400;
2005: Murray .519; 2006: Murray
.560; 2007: Justin Olsen .413; 2008:
Olsen .375; 2009: A.J. Murray .492;
2010: Murray .482; 2011: Murray
.540; 2012: Mike Ionta .408; 2013:
Ionta .327; 2014: Ionta .406.

See “Waffle House” on next page
KAPLAN TO TUFTS

When listing the defensemen on
the WHS boys lacrosse team last
week, we overlooked Jake Kaplan.
The senior, a three-year player who
will continue his career at Tufts Uni-
versity, was injured against Ridge in
the state quarterfinals and missed the
final two games.

He, too, is a legacy, the son of the
former Lori Koslowsky (’87) and
nephew of former WHS basketballer
Marc Koslowsky (’94), a three-year
basketball who co-captained the ’94
team and played at Middlebury (Vt.)
College. Marc held the school record
for 3-pointers in a season (34).

BLUE DEVIL JEOPARDY
Next week’s season-ending Devil’s

Den will feature “Blue Devils Jeop-
ardy,” where you can test your knowl-
edge of WHS sports against other
readers, both locally and around the
country via the internet.

There will be five five-answer lev-
els – Single Jeopardy, Double Jeop-
ardy, Triple Jeopardy, Quadruple
Jeopardy and Quintuple Jeopardy –
plus the critical Final Jeopardy. There
are “Den dollar” amounts given to
each question. Whoever earns the
most fictitious money will be the win-
ner.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A PERFECT INNING...Blue Devil Brad DeMartino pitched the second inning
and retired all three of the batters he faced.
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Amanda Diaz Becomes WHS
Gymnastics Head Coach

Amanda Diaz, a 2007 Westfield
High School graduate, will be the
Head Coach of the Blue Devils gym-
nastic team in the fall taking over for
Melissa Greenwald, who retied as
head coach last fall.

Diaz, who graduated from
Montclair State University in 2011
with a Bachelors of Science in Physi-
cal Education and Health, is currently
teaching at Edison Intermediate
School. She was also a former gym-
nast for coach Greenwald.

“Floor was always my favorite
event. I grew up taking dance classes,
along with gymnastics, so I enjoyed
being able to incorporate my power
when I tumbled and my rhythm when
I danced. The floor exercise allowed
me to express myself and have fun. I
always had a smile on my face during

my routine, so I make sure to always
remind the girls competing on floor
exercise to smile,” Coach Diaz said.

Another former WHS gymnastics
standout, Laurie (Hogan)
McCormack (Class of ’99) will be
her assistant. McCormack was on a
Blue Devil team under former head
coach Ellen Kovac that was packed
with power, which also included Julie
Elmucchio (’99) and twins Lauren
and Jessica Caravello (WHS ’02).
McCormack was particularly known
for her powerful handstands on the
floor exercises and balance beam,
and Tsukahara maneuver in the vault.

“As new coaches we are looking to
carry on the legacy of Westfield High
School varsity gymnastics. We an-
ticipate an exciting, fun and success-
ful 2014 season,” Coach Diaz said. Probitas Verus Honos


