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Did You Know You Can Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

 Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/inserts for more information.

Lance Margin of Victory in
Primary Reduced From 2012
At there re-organization meeting

last week, Union County Republi-
cans expressed concern over the mar-
gin that three-term Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) won his Primary over
David Larsen.

While Mr. Lance was victori-
ous,15,609 votes to Mr. Larsen’s
13,105 tallies, his 2,504 margin of
victory was significantly less than his
8,179 margin two years ago against
Mr. Larsen, according the voting re-
sults published on the New Jersey
Division of Elections website. In the
2012 race, Mr. Lance won with 23,432
votes to 15,253 tallies for Mr. Larsen.
Mr. Larsen was the top vote getter in
Morris County in both the 2012 and
2014 Primary GOP races while Mr.
Lance was victorious in the other five
counties that make up the 7th Con-
gressional District.

“Congressman Lance had a very
tough Primary race...a surprisingly
close election. For the last four elec-
tion cycles Union County has been
the top percentage vote getter for
Congressman Lance in the Primary
Election,” outgoing Union County
GOP Chairman Phil Morin said.

Cantor Defeated in Primary;
Quits as House Majority Leader

House Majority Leader Eric Can-
tor lost his Republican Primary in
Virginia’s 7th Congressional District
last Tuesday to Tea Party challenger
David Brat, an economics professor
at Randolph-Macon College in
Ashland, Va. CNN reported that Mr.
Brat had 35,787 tallies or 55.6 per-
cent of the vote to Mr. Cantor’s 28,631
tallies or 44.4 percent.

Mr. Cantor announced that he would
resign his leadership position on Thurs-
day, July 31 He holds the second high-
est leadership post behind House
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio). Ac-
cording to media reports, Mr. Cantor
was expected to replace Mr. Boehner
as the next Speaker.

House Majority Whip Kevin
McCarthy (R-Calf.) is expected to be
elected as the next majority leader,
according to news reports.

Dems Challenge Marijuana
Candidate in 3rd Dist. Race

Ed Forchion, a candidate who calls
himself “Weedman,” has had his can-
didacy in New Jersey’s 3rd Congres-
sional District challenged by Demo-
crats, the Associated Press has re-
ported.

Mr. Forchion, the Legalize Mari-
juana Party candidate, told the AP the
challenge shows the rising tide of
pro-pot voters could take votes away
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from Democrat Aimee Belgard in her
run against Republican Tom
MacArthur for an open seat being
vacated by Rep. Jon Runyan (R).

The Legalize Marijuana Party can-
didate said Wednesday, “I’m a bigger
name than their candidate.”

Democratic State Committee
spokesman Matt Farrauto said Demo-
crats don’t view Mr. Forchion as a
threat, but they say he does not meet
statutory requirements and, thus, his
candidacy is being challenged.

Mapp in Battle With Green,
Plainfield City Council

First term Plainfield Mayor Adrian
Mapp, a Democrat, is embroiled in a
battle with both Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22nd, Plainfield), the city’s
and Union County Democratic chair-
man, and the all-Democratic city
council, charging that Mr. Green is
fighting his (Mapp’s) initiatives for
the city, nj.com has reported.

Mayor Mapp, a former city coun-
cilman and ex-Union County free-
holder, ran his own slate of candi-
dates against city council incumbents
in the June 2 Primary Election. But
all but one incumbent council mem-
ber won the Democratic Party nomi-
nation to seek another four-year term.

The city council last week voted to
file a complaint against the mayor
with the state Ethics Commission,
charging that he wrongly used
Plainfield’s local access television
channel to attack Mr. Green, accord-
ing to nj.com report.

Mayor Mapp ran on the party line
for mayor in the party’s 2013 Pri-
mary Election. Mr. Green supported
then Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs
in that election, while than county
committee chairwoman Charlotte
DeFilippo had backed Mr. Mapp over
Mr. Green’s opposition.

Katz Son Pulls Out of Late
Father’s Deal to Buy Inquirer
Drew Katz, the son of a Philadel-

phia Inquirer investor who was killed
in a plane crash, has decided to with-
draw from the $88-million purchase
of the paper’s parent company, leav-
ing philanthropist H.F. “Gerry”
Lenfest as the sole buyer, Fox News
reported. Lewis Katz and six other
people died May 31 when his private
plane crashed near Boston.

Lewis Katz and Mr. Lenfest had
bid $88 million to buy out their busi-
ness partners, including George
Norcross, an insurance executive and
powerful New Jersey Democrat, from
a 2012 investment in Interstate Gen-
eral Media which owns the Inquirer,
The Philadelphia Daily News and
Philly.com.
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Criminal Defense
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Assembly Passes 2 Percent
Cap on Interest Arbitration
TRENTON – The New Jersey Gen-

eral Assembly passed legislation on
Monday, A-3424, by a tally of 78 to 0,
to extend the 2 percent cap on raises
awarded in arbitration on union con-
tracts through 2017. It would be retro-
active to April when the cap expired.

The 2 percent salary arbitration cap
was part of the governor’s so-called
toolkit for municipalities to help them
curb local taxes. The compromise re-
stores the caps, but allows any raises to
be compounded over the length of a
contract. It also gives all parties more
time to come to an agreement before
they go to an arbitrator. Lawmakers
from both parties praised the deal.

“We did get something of a com-
promise and I think it’s a good day for
both the taxpayers and both our first
responders – police and fire – that
we’re making sure that we’re taking
care of them in giving something back
to them,” Assembly Speaker Vincent
Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus) said.

“You’re talking about instead of 6
percent over three years, maybe 6.1
or 6.2 percent a year. It’s not a lot, but
it’s enough to have compromise be-
tween Democrats and Republicans
and I think most municipalities and
mayors are happy. You know, this is

what Trenton should be about, work-
ing together to get it done,” Assem-
bly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) said.

The legislation follows an agree-
ment reached Friday between Gover-
nor Chris Christie and Speaker Prieto.

“Arbitration is important because
police and fire are not allowed to strike.
So they have to go to an arbitrator and
this arbitrator will decide what their
contract can gain more than the previ-
ous one,” the Speaker said. “It defi-
nitely protects our taxpayers because
it makes sure that our taxes are kept in
check; that they do not grow at an
exorbitant rate; and we make sure as
we have the highest taxes in the na-
tion, we’re trying to fix how not only
we can curtail their rate of growth but
how we can lower them.”

Asm. Bramnick added that, “This
legislation is a key reform which helps
local governments control costs and
prevents property taxes from sky-
rocketing. Compromise is good gov-
ernment and the Speaker has shown
leadership in resolving this issue.”

The bill will head to the Senate
next, where Speaker Prieto said he
expected it to be put up for a vote
today.

Bill Allowing Crime Victims to Get
Records at No Cost Heads to Gov.

TRENTON – Bipartisan legisla-
tion sponsored by Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37,
Teaneck) and Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) allowing crime victims to
get official records related to a crime
they suffered at no cost, and ensuring
their requests are kept confidential,
has been approved by the state Sen-
ate. It now heads to the governor’s
desk.

“Providing documents pertaining
to their case free of charge is the right
thing to do. This bill is a compassion-
ate and common sense step in ad-
vancing victims’ rights,” Senator
Weinberg said.

“The tolls of being victimized are

already high enough,” Sen. Kean said.
“Vulnerable and suffering victims
deserve free, easy access to public
records in this way, so that they can
better protect themselves and their
families.”

Under the bill, S-1524, a crime
victim would not be charged for any
official records related to the crime.
Records would include, but not be
limited to, a law enforcement report,
domestic violence report or restrain-
ing order. The measure would also
amend the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) to keep the records requests
from being disclosed.

The Assembly approved the bill in
May by a vote of 77-0-1. The Senate
approved it 38-0.

Mortimer Elected New
Union County GOP Chair

By PAUL J.PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Mountainside Coun-
cilman Glenn Mortimer was elected
last week as Union County Republi-
can Committee chairman, replacing
Phil Morin of Cranford who had held
the position for the past 10 years.

Also named to the committee’s
leadership are Westfield Council-
woman Joann Neylan, vice-chair-
woman; Springfield Committeeman
Ziad Shehady, associate chairman;
Cranford Committeewoman Mary
O’Connor, associate chairwoman;
Nicole Cole of Fanwood, secretary,
and Jim Ulrich of Clark, treasurer.

Prior to the acclamation vote for
the officer slate, delegate George Gore
of Plainfield told delegates that until
the party starts to recruit “minorities
back into this party, we’re always
going to be a second class party.”

“What we need to do is start figur-
ing out now how to turn that (county)
vote around” in freeholder races, Mr.
Gore said, by being “honest about
who we are, what we want and where

we want to go.”
In a short speech to delegates, Mr.

Mortimer said, “The primaries are
over. Let’s not help the Democrats by
fighting ourselves. It’s time for us to
unite and grow the party,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

“We cannot be shy about telling
people who we are and what we have
accomplished. (We) must tell them why
Republicans are better able to govern,”
he said, noting that effective tax rates
are lower and services are better in
towns run by Republicans than in towns
“run by the Democratic machine.”

“We need to win not only in our
traditional (GOP) towns, but in the towns
that Democrats see as their turf,” he said.

Mr. Mortimer encouraged all in
the GOP party to volunteer such as
hosting fundraisers or becoming a
candidate themselves.

“There is plenty of work to be
done, more than any small group of
people can accomplish. However, if
we all do our share we will win,” he
said. “Divided we cannot win; united
we will win.”

Muñoz Bill That Addresses
Heroin Crisis Advances

TRENTON — The state Assembly
Judiciary Committee has unani-
mously passed legislation introduced
by Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz
(R-21st, Summit) to combat the
heroin epidemic facing New Jersey.

“It’s a frightening epidemic that
crosses racial, geographic and socio-
economic lines,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“We need to give law enforcement
officials the tools they need to pros-
ecute criminals who are spreading
heroin in our local communities.”

The bill, A-783/A-2831, imple-
ments a recommendation from the
July, 2013 report from the state Com-
mission on Investigation titled “Scenes
from an Epidemic: A Report on the
SCI’s Investigation of Prescription Pill
and Heroin Abuse.” It increases the
penalties for manufacturing, distrib-
uting, and dispensing heroin by re-
ducing the amount of heroin neces-
sary to be charged for first-, second-
and third-degree offenses.

Current law measures the serious-
ness of the crime by the weight of the
controlled substances involved.
Equivalent weights or quantities of
heroin and cocaine are treated identi-
cally under the law, which ignores the
difference between how those two
drugs are used. The amounts of heroin
consumed by an average user and
carried by an average dealer are far
lower than those involving cocaine.

Under the bill, the threshold for a first-
degree offense would be lowered from
five ounces to 2.5 ounces or more of
heroin. It carries a prison term of 10 to 20
years, up to a $500,000 fine, or both. In
addition, a mandatory minimum term
may be imposed, fixed at, or between,

one-third and one-half of the sentence
imposed with no eligibility for parole.

For a second-degree offense the
threshold quantity would be reduced to
0.17 ounces or more, but less than 2.5
ounces of heroin. It is punishable by
imprisonment for five to 10 years, up to
a $150,000 fine, or both. A third-de-
gree offense would require a threshold
quantity of less than 0.17 ounces and
be punishable by three to five years in
prison, up to a $75,000 fine, or both.

Lance Votes to Ensure
Vets Can Access Care
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has released
the following statement on House
passage of H.R. 4810, the Veterans
Access to Care Act:  “A government
audit this week showed that more
than 57,000 U.S. military Veterans
have been waiting at least three
months for their first medical ap-
pointment. And there is growing evi-
dence that workers fabricated data on
veterans’ waits for medical appoint-
ments in an effort to mask frequent,
long delays. The Veterans Access to
Care Act will help ensure that these
Veterans and others enduring long
waits for care at VA facilities across
the country will have immediate ac-
cess to high quality medical care
through the private sector.

H.R. 4810, the Veterans Access to
Care Act — which passed the House
by a vote of 421-0 — would let veter-
ans facing delayed appointments or
living more than 40 miles from a VA
facility to choose to get care from
non-agency providers.


