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PROM NIGHT…The bad weather did not dampen the mood as students of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School gather for
a photo on Friday night between raindrops before heading to the Prom.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORLD CUP FEVER...Several restaurants are taking part in a weeks-long
World Cup viewing party being held under a 4,000-square-foot tent set up in
downtown Scotch Plains next to Darby Road Public House and Restaurant.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT’S ONLY NATURAL...A naturalist from Trailside Nature and Science Center
displays artifacts at the Union County Bio Blitz held Saturday at Ashbrook
Reservation in Scotch Plains and Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

Photo courtesy of Sue Broder
EIGHTH-GRADE DANCE…Students gather for a photo on Friday night prior
to the Terrill Middle School eighth-grade dance.
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County Announces Changes
At Detention Ctr. After Arrest

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The leadership at the
Union County Juvenile Detention
Center in Linden has undergone a
shakeup following the arrest of a
former juvenile detention officer on
June 2.

According to a press release issued
by the office of acting Union County
Prosecutor Grace H. Park, Sherrie
Brown-Braswell, 37, of Raleigh,
N.C., has been charged with engag-
ing in a sexual relationship with a
teenage detainee over the course of
nearly a year.

A joint investigation by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Special
Prosecutions Unit and the Union
County Police Department found that
the alleged sexual contact between
Brown-Braswell and the male victim
occurred between March 2012 and
January 2013, with all of the contact
occurring at the detention center in
Linden while Brown-Braswell was
on duty. She resigned her position
with the county early last year. Ac-
cording to a county employee list on
unioncountywatchdog.org, Brown-
Braswell had been employed by the
county since October 2009.

She was placed at the Union County
jail in Elizabeth on $350,000 bail.
She has since been released from the
Union County jail after making bail,
according to jail personnel.

Union County Manager Al Faella
read a statement at the end of the
Freeholder Board meeting last Thurs-
day night.

“While this arrest is still an allega-
tion, the County of Union has zero
tolerance for any such incident, and
we are committed to providing a safe
atmosphere and positive alternatives

to juveniles under our supervision
while maintaining the safety of our
community as a whole,” Mr. Faella
said.

“As a result of an ongoing investi-
gation surrounding the juvenile de-
tention facility by the county police,
we are making changes at the juve-
nile detention facility,” he announced.

He said Greg Lyons, superinten-
dent of the detention center, is retir-
ing effective Tuesday, July 1, and that
Assistant Director Tina Matlock has
resigned. Mr. Faella said George
Blaskiewicz, assistant director of the
county’s Department of Corrections,
will assist Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo in overseeing the de-
tention center on an interim basis,
“while making recommendations on
other personnel matters to be ad-
dressed.”

According to the county employee
list, Mr. Lyons and Ms. Matlock have
both worked for the county for 11
years. Mr. Lyons has 42 years in the
state pension system and was earning
$100,279, while Ms. Matlock has
been in the system for 24 years and
had a salary of $89,474.

In other business, the board
awarded an $83,750 contract to the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC) in Rahway for six per-
formances of its Sensory Friendly
Theatre for the 2014-2015 season.
Performances are designed and
adapted for children with autism and
similar sensory sensitivity, accord-
ing to UCPAC’s website. UCPAC also
received a $50,000 agreement “for
the purposes of developing support
for the arts in Union County and
creating cultural and educational
opportunities for Union County resi-
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Panel Making Little Progress
On SP-FW Merger Study

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Consolidation
Commission met last Wednesday
evening at the board of education
offices at the Evergreen Administra-
tion Building, at which time mem-
bers discussed ways of getting their
mission statement out to the public.
The commission, made up of citizens
appointed by the councils of the two
towns, expressed frustration at not
being able to move forward.

Commission Chairman Don Parisi
reiterated what he said at the panel’s
May meeting, that he had met with
two private foundations who would
be willing to match funds that were

raised locally in order to do the study
that would explore the possible ben-
efits and drawbacks to merging the
two towns. But what was evident at
the meeting is that no information
has been disseminated to the public
and no specific strategy has been
launched as of yet.

The commission was approved a

year ago by the Local Finance Board
of the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs. Usually, Eugene
McCarthy, of the Local Finance
Board, attends the meetings to moni-
tor the commission’s progress, and
advise the group on state regulations,
but he was not at last week’s meeting.
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BOE Hears Presenation on
Students 2 Science Program
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the be-
ginning of the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education meeting
held last Thursday night, members
heard a presentation given by Terrill
Middle School science teacher
Dominick Giordano and students
from Park Middle and Terrill Middle
Schools regarding the Students 2
Science program offered this school
year.

Mridula Bajaj, the kindergarten
through Grade 12 science supervisor
for the district, spoke about the pro-
gram in the fall. She also was at the
meeting last week.

According to Mr. Giordano and
Ms. Bajaj, the program brought 40
select students from Park and Terrill
Middle Schools to a laboratory in
East Hanover, where the Students 2
Science program is housed.

According to the Students 2 Sci-
ence website, the lab was started in
2009 by scientists and entrepreneurs
Donald Truss, Paul Winslow and Ri-
chard Meyer to give students a chance
to work side-by-side with local sci-
entists using modern, sophisticated

equipment obtained from Dow
Chemical, Novartis, Roche and many
others.

Ms. Bajaj said not only does the
program offer students a chance to
further study from the Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) subjects but also pro-
vides lessons on how to work in a
team setting, conflict resolution, time
management and workplace readi-
ness skills.

It was noted that students partici-
pating in the program were tested
before and after the program to moni-
tor the program’s impact. So far test
results have shown that the students’
scores were higher after completing
the program.

Students reported that they had
learned a lot from the experience,
observing that the labs included such
activities as finding the absorption
rate of over-the-counter medication
in a person’s stomach and measuring
carcinogens in sand from an oil spill.

It also was noted that students par-
ticipated in their first experiment in
November and also visited the facil-
ity in January and June. In addition, it

FW Borough Council OKS
Municipal Budget for 2014

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil adopted the 2014 budget Tuesday
night, resulting in the average assessed
home in Fanwood, $87,531, seeing an
increase of about $63 in the municipal
portion of property taxes.

Borough Chief Financial Officer
Frederick Tomkins said the average
household in Fanwood will see a total
hike in property taxes of $383 over last
year. School taxes, which account for
61 percent of the total tax bill, are
increasing by $225. County taxes, about
19 percent of the total, are up $95 this
year, while municipal taxes represent
the balance of the approximate $11,400
in annual taxes paid by the average
borough homeowner.

Replying to a question from Mayor
Colleen Mahr about any particular costs
the borough had to contend with this

year, Mr. Tomkins said he did not think
there was a specific cost driver. “All of
our labor contracts are all settled, so
there was nothing unknown. There were
no big increases. Pensions were actu-
ally down a little bit. So there were no
big drivers. Our health benefits went up
a little bit (less than usual). There were
no major drivers that I saw in this
budget compared to other years,” Mr.
Tomkins said.

While responding to questions from
council members about expenditures
associated with the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA), Mr. Tomkins said those cost
increases are unavoidable. As PARSA
continues to make capital improve-
ments, the authority’s debt service costs
are passed on to the borough, he said.
Mr. Tomkins and the council noted that
unlike most municipalities in the county
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SP Council Puts Off Action On
Capital Bond Ordinance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council agreed this week to table
consideration of the $1.5-million capi-
tal bond ordinance that failed to garner
enough votes to pass last month, al-
though its ultimate prospects still re-
main unclear.

Four weeks ago, the council voted 3
to 2 in favor of the ordinance, but it was
not enough to formally pass because
bond ordinances require a two-thirds,
or 67 percent, supermajority affirma-
tive vote. The three votes in favor rep-
resented just 60 percent; a fourth vote

would have put the ordinance over the
two-thirds threshold.

In the midst of its public hearing on
the ordinance on Tuesday, with all signs
pointing to a repeat of last month’s
vote, the council decided to put off
further consideration until next month.
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella said
she favored splitting the bond ordi-
nance into two parts, one immediately
addressing purchases related to the
police and fire departments and then
another dealing with other projects,
including the rehabilitation of the club-
house at Shady Rest Country Club.

While all five members voted to

table the ordinance, Deputy Mayor
Michael Marcus called the weeks-long
wrangling over the ordinance “a very,
very strange and bizarre way to con-
duct business.” He, along with the two
other Republicans on the governing
body who had voted last month to pass
the ordinance, criticized Mayor Kevin
Glover and Mrs. Gialanella for their
opposition last month and their plans to
again vote against the ordinance this
week.

Mr. Marcus said that no significant
concerns about the bond ordinance had
been raised by either the mayor or Mrs.
Gialanella during the months it was
being discussed prior to its initial con-
sideration in May. He accused them of
“personal and political gamesmanship”
and said the delay in passing the ordi-
nance “have harmed our town” and
“harmed our residents.”

Mrs. Gialanella defended her ac-
tions, saying she had concerns about a
number of matters that she wanted to
discuss further with Township Man-
ager Jerry Giaimis as well as Public
Works Director Carlos Luaces. She
said reintroducing an ordinance identi-
cal to the original one “was not a great
option.”

The mayor, too, defended his oppo-
sition to the ordinance as presently
constituted, saying that “debt is a harm
to our citizens” and repeating his esti-
mate that the municipal government is
“20 million dollars in debt.” He also
complained again of being unable to
schedule a meeting with Mr. Giaimis
about the ordinance.

Councilman Llewellyn Jones re-
minded the mayor that he had recently
tried to broker a meeting between the
mayor and Mr. Giaimis but that the
mayor had refused to attend. Mayor
Glover called it “absurd” that a third
party had to try to set up a meeting.

Councilman William Vastine, point-
ing to the mayor’s concern about the
$1.5-million size of the proposed ordi-
nance, reminded the mayor that last
year, when the Democrats controlled


