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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Visit 
ChooseRWJR.com 
for tips on what to do 
in an emergency.

NOW ACCEPTING

With 50% shorter wait times,* RWJ Rahway provides faster 

access to quality care ranked among the state’s best.

*ERWaitWatchers.org, 2013

Great care, fast.

SPECIAL DELIVERY...Girl Scout Junior Troop No. 436 of Franklin Elemen-
tary School in Westfield decided to dedicate their Bronze Award Project to the
Community FoodBank of New Jersey (CFBNJ). The girls recently toured the
Hillside facility to learn how CFBNJ meets a variety of needs through distribution
of food, clothing and school supplies. The troop participated in “Operation
Cookie Drop,” with a donation of 100 boxes of Girl Scout cookies, and plans to
continue their support of CFBNJ with several projects over the coming year.

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
SPLISH SPLASH...Aria Barbieri, 18 months, of Westfield cools off under the
sprinker at the Westfield Memorial Pool this past weekend.

questioned the expenditures, asking
if there was “accountability” for
UCPAC. “How do we know they are
judiciously spending our money?” he
asked. “Nice program(s), (but) are we
getting our bang for the buck?”

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak
said the Sensory Theater shows are
“hugely attended (and) they are hugely
popular with the residents.” He sug-
gested that Mr. Paterson attend one of
the shows, “rather than commenting
on it in the abstract.”

The board also awarded a $94,200
contract to Maser Consulting, P.A., of
Red Bank, for design, engineering
and consulting services for installa-
tion of synthetic turf for two multi-
purpose fields with lighting and two
adjacent baseball fields at Cedar Brook
Park in Plainfield.

In addition, the board approved add-
ing $44,379 to the contract with T&M
Associates of Middletown to provide
construction support services for the
rehabilitation of Lake Surprise dam in
the Watchung Reservation. The addi-
tion brings the total contract to
$281,191. Ritacco Construction Com-
pany Inc. of Belleville was awarded a
$3,608,000 contract earlier this year
for the Lake Surprise dam rehabilita-
tion.

A $26,700 contract was approved
for Harbor Consultants, Inc. of Cran-
ford for design and construction ad-
ministration for rehabilitation of the
clay tennis court at Warinanco Park in
Roselle. Harbor also was approved for
a $28,900 contract for engineering,
land surveying and construction man-
agement services for a new parking lot
at the Nomahegan Park baseball field
in Cranford.

Mr. Paterson was critical of the
Maser, Harbor and T&M contracts,
saying all three firms have made po-

litical donations to the county Demo-
cratic campaigns over the years.

The board also approved a $143,000
incentive fee for Illinois-based
KemperSports, which manages the
county’s two golf courses, Galloping
Hill in Kenilworth and Ashbrook in
Scotch Plains.

Armando Sanchez, director of golf
operations for the county, said the fee
is paid on revenue at a rate of 6.5
percent on every dollar after a thresh-
old of $4.1 million is reached. He said
gross revenue for golf operations was
$6.3 million in 2013, thus the incen-
tive fee is based on 6.5 percent of $2.2
million. Mr. Sanchez said the fee, per
the county contract, is capped at the
annual management fee the county
pays Kemper, which is $143,000.

Summit Councilwoman Sandra
Lizza congratulated the freeholders
on the pending sale of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital and hoped that the
purchase price would result in a “flat
or reduced budget...to help alleviate
our tax rate.”

In freeholder comments, Freeholder
Bruce Bergen said he finds it “quite
distressing” to hear about the shooting
incidents occurring on a regular basis
around the country. “I think it is far
time that this country and this state
take action,” he said.

Freeholder Hudak added that there
have been 74 school-related shootings
since the Sandy Hook mass shooting
in December 2012. He said news
reports last Thursday of a shooting in
Oregon only devoted around five min-
utes each to their reports.

“We need more attention on this
issue...and I hope that Congress will
wake up and realize it is time to take
meaningful steps towards keeping the
children, who attend schools in this
country every day, safe,” he said.
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has purchased liability insurance.
Mr. Parisi said he had applied for
501(c)(3) non-profit status. With
that, anyone from the public who
wished to contribute to the study
could write off their donation.

At the May meeting, the group
discussed consulting with a local
public relations professional.
Scotch Plains resident Fred Lange,
a member of the commission, asked
Jonathan Jaffe, also a Scotch Plains
resident and principal in the firm of
Jaffe Communications, to attend last
week’s meeting.

When asked, Mr. Jaffe said he
was not officially a consultant to
the group, but said his firm did
represent Courage to Connect New
Jersey. Mr. Jaffe said that in the past
year he had not seen any communi-
cation coming to the public from
the group. Commission member and
Fanwood resident Matthew Juckes
said, “There’s nothing happening
because we don’t have any money.”
Mr. Jaffe suggested having meet-
ings or inviting the public to their
meetings to establish a relationship.

“We don’t have much to go to the
public with,” Mr. Juckes responded.

Mr. Jaffe said, “you can have the
people from Princeton come in and
talk about what they did.” Princeton
Township and Princeton Borough
merged last year.

Commission member Bruce
Arthur of Scotch Plains said, “The
first order of business is to get our
purpose out to the public.”

Ann Saltzman, a commission
member from Fanwood, cautioned
that the commission is not advocat-
ing any one side, but just trying to
have the study to better inform the
citizens as to the pros and cons of a
merger.

“Do people know the committee
exists?” asked Mr. Jaffe. “The first
step is to get people engaged.” Mr.
Arthur said, “We have to have some-
thing that will inform the public as
to what we are about.” Mr. Juckes
said, “We don’t have deep pock-
ets.” Mr. Parisi then suggested a
mechanism by which a question
could be submitted to voters to see
if they would be willing to contrib-
ute to the study.”

Jack Molenaar, a Fanwood coun-
cilman and commission member,

quickly responded, “That would
take a vote from the two councils
and that will never happen.”

“That’s not to say I’m against the
study,” Mr. Molenaar added.

Mr. Arthur suggested posting fly-
ers or a pamphlet at the Fanwood
Train Station and at other public
places in the two towns.

“Just to inform the citizens, not
advocating one side or another,”
Mr. Juckes responded.

Sarah Dreikorn, who serves on
the commission’s finance commit-
tee, said she had reached out to two
crowd sourcing (fundraising) firms
— Indie Go Go and
Startsomegood.com. She said that
each group would ask for a 6-per-
cent fee from the money that was
raised. She added that neither group
would do anything unless a video
was made to show the passion for
the purpose of the study. “We have
to decide how much money we
need,” she said.

Mr. Parisi said the next step is a
video to inform the people of what
the commission is doing. He then
asked Mr. Jaffe if he would provide
copy for the video. Mr. Jaffe said
“yes.” Mr. Parisi asked how long
that would take and Mr. Jaffe said a
couple of days. The problem the
commission is facing is not having
the money to pay someone to do the
study. Aside from reaching out to
foundations and exploring, none of
the commission members had a sug-
gestion of how to raise money lo-
cally.

In other business, Mr. Parisi said
the commission would like to re-
place Fanwood resident Dan
McCarey, who has resigned because
he is moving, with alternate mem-
ber Pat Hoynes of Fanwood. Mr.
Parisi said, as he did at the last
meeting, that this would require a
change in the commission bylaws
and that a legal notice had to be
published first, followed by a 10-
day wait. Of the 10 commission
members and three alternates, eight
were present at Wednesday’s meet-
ing, and only one member of the
public, Michael Lewis of Fanwood.

The next meeting of the commis-
sion will be on Wednesday, July 9,
at 7 p.m., at a location to be an-
nounced.
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SP-FW Consolidation

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
MAKING HISTORY...The Westfield High School boys’ swim team was honored
at the Westfield Town Council meeting on Tuesday night for winning the NJSIAA
Public A State Championship on February 23 for the 25th time in school history,
a state record.

Dominic A. Lagano for The Westfield Leader
FAB FOUR...Caroline Baldwin, Sarah Cronin, Erika David and Gwyn Devin —
all members of the Westfield High School girls’ swim team that won the Union
County championship in January — are recognized for their success by the
Westfield Town Council at its meeting on Tuesday.
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Trinkle, Brad Whitman, Francis
Wong, Matt Wornow, Nick Youssef
and Head Coach Jeff Knight were
all named in a proclamation issued
by the council to commemorate the
event.

Similarly, four members of the
girls’ swim team also were hon-
ored. Caroline Baldwin, Sarah
Cronin, Erika David and Gwyn
Devin are members of the team that
won the Union County champion-
ship in January and were individu-
ally honored for their prowess by
the council.

Finally, the council approved the
demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 500 Clifton Street, 84
Fairhill Drive, 218 Golf Edge, 316
Linden Avenue, 1509 Pine Grove
Avenue and 229 Virginia Street; a
single-family dwelling and a detached
garage located at 543 Shackamaxon
Drive and a commercial property lo-
cated at 449 South Avenue East.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, July 15, at 7 p.m.,
at the municipal building, located
at 425 East Broad Street. The con-
ference session will immediately
be followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

next level of competition, which was
to perform their pieces at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in
Newark. Kylie’s and Ryan’s song,
“What You Meant to Me,” won the
award for Best Song from Union
County and Kate’s and Teddy’s song,
“See Straight,” received the award
for Most Votes in the entire competi-
tion.

The council and the students ac-
knowledged the support they had re-
ceived from their advisor, Robert
Segear. During his remarks com-
mending the young musicians, Mayor
Paul Mirabelli noted that the students
had recently performed to wide ac-
claim at the Mountainside PAL
Father’s Day Car and Motorcycle
Show, where many residents com-
mented on their skills and talents.

The council also acknowledged
Governor Livingston students Nicole
Attanasio, Ryan Bonk, Megan
LaGuardia, Jimmy Longo, Lauren
Mathis, Lindsey Mathis, Courtney
Osieja, Josh Quinn, Allie Silverman,
Mia Tighe and Chris Tribuna for
their involvement in the TREND
Club and the leadership roles they
took in organizing the school’s re-
cent participation in the Days of
Realization project.

The TREND Club consists of stu-
dents who are drug- and alcohol-
free who act as role models for their

peers. As part of the Days of Real-
ization program, 26 Governor
Livingston students and three teach-
ers were taken away from their daily
school routines without being given
the opportunity to say goodbye to
their friends or families. The goal of
the program is to show students how
deaths caused by reckless activities
undertaken while under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol can devas-
tate family, friends, and the entire
community. Several former inmates
and recovering addicts spoke to the
school’s students, providing power-
ful evidence of the tremendous dam-
age substance abuse has on young
lives.

Mayor Mirabelli and the council
commended the students and their
advisor, Mr. Segear, and Police De-
tective Corporal Andy Huber for the
hundreds of hours they have de-
voted to the program, and reiterated
the borough’s commitment to edu-
cating and supporting its students
through these educational programs.

In other business, Councilman Keith
Turner administered the oath of office
to Police Officer Andrew Yasinski,
who was appointed as a probationary
police officer to the borough’s police
department. Additionally, the council
unanimously voted to renew the li-
quor licenses for 10 restaurants and
retail establishments.
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ter technology teachers. We are
innovative in the New Jersey (edu-
cation)  community, we have
Edline. In the fall we’ll have Ge-
nius Bar and a substantial tech cen-
ter in which students can help other
students. I’m especially excited to
see how it will all work together.”

On another topic, Board President
Richard Mattessich said roof repairs
will start on Tuesday of next week
and will be compatible with the sum-

mer recreation schedule.
When the board honored the boys’

lacrosse team and its coach, Patrick
Touhy, with certificates of apprecia-
tion, Mr. Touhy said, “I want to thank
all the guys here. Without them, we
couldn’t do anything. They are not
just good athletes, but fine young
men of character. It gives me hope for
the future.”

The board also honored the
Westfield High School students se-
lected to be members of the 2015 All
State Women’s Chorus, members of
the All State Mixed Chorus, award-
winning student actors and stage pro-
ductions crews. Also honored was
Amanda Zang, an eighth-grade
Edison Intermediate School student,
whose artwork was selected to be
displayed at the State House in Tren-
ton. The board also honored Westfield
High School senior Frazer Weist for
winning a $1,000 grand prize in the
Harmonium High School Choral
Competition for the second consecu-
tive year.

The next meeting of the board will
take place on Tuesday, August 26, at
7:30 p.m., at the administration build-
ing on Elm Street.

Traffic Alert
Westfield High School  gradu-

ation ceremonies will be held to-
night, Thursday, June 19, at 6
p.m. at Kehler Stadium. Traffic
on Rahway Avenue and the sur-
rounding area may be heavy at
times. Please plan accordingly.
Congratulations Class of 2014!


