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Raider Baliatico 4th in 400H
At Meet of Champions
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Westfield Recreation’s Summer Camps 
“Be Active, Be Healthy. . . Be Ready For Camp” 

   

Top Notch Instruction from Area Coaches:  
Glen Kurz (Wrestling),  Bev Torok (Volleyball), Bill McCluney (Golf)   

Will Nahan (Flag Football),  Jeff  Brandes (Tennis)   

Jim Lane (Basketball), Chris Flores (Conditioning)  
 

      More Camps Offered . . . . .   
Soccer - Multi-Sports - Field Hockey - Playground - Fashion - Squirts 

Science - Lego Engineering - Tech-Gineering - Groovy Girls 
Lacrosse - Tennis - Playground & More! 

Information:  
www.WestfieldNJ.Gov/Westfield  

OR Westfield Recreation Dept.  

(908)789-4080 

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Boys Lacrosse Team
Carries State Banner

Two weeks ago there were five
WHS teams ranked in the state’s top
20, several of them in the top 10, all
with high hopes in their respective
state tournaments.

Then girls lacrosse fell in the sec-
tional semifinals to Montclair, and
softball lost in the same round to
Watchung Hills.

Boys tennis and baseball both
reached the sectional falls, but came
up short against Millburn.

Only the boys lacrosse team got to
live the dream, riding road “upsets”
of Ridge and Bridgewater-Raritan into
the state Group 4 final, where they
earned a 10-6 win over a Southern
Regional team that entered the game
with a 20-2 record. It was lacrosse’s
first state title since the back-to-back
championships in 1986 and ’87.

It was a great spring all around.
Let’s take a look at the best of the
best.

BOYS LACROSSE
A few weeks ago coach Pat Tuohy’s

club was trying to get its record up to
the .500 mark, not an easy trick, given
high quality of their opponents. Then
scrappy Dane Huber returned from
an injury, defenseman Jack Simcox
got healthy, and the whole team upped
their game. They were, as their huddle
cheer says, “all in.”

In one of the more amazing runs in
the history of WHS sports, which takes
in a whole lot of amazing runs in a
whole lot of championships, Tuohy’s
boys captured the 2014 state Group 4
championship, outscoring its five state
Group 4 tourney foes by a 55-29 mar-
gin. The run was capped in the Group
4 final when the summertime Long
Beach Islanders beat the year-round
Long Beach Islanders.

Jack Kessler dominated the face-
offs, Alex D’Amato and Toby
Burgdorf made key saves when
needed, the attackers – Huber, Chris
and Pat Aslanian, Luke Prybylski,
Pat Decker, Chris Callahan, James

Bohlinger, Chris Capuano and Blake
Taylor – slowed things down and
took their time before attacking, and
the defense – Simcox, Danny
McHugh, Owen Colwell, Owen
Prybylski, Matt McIlroy and Kyle
Dombroski (starter Kevin Frega was
injured) – never rested.

Bottom line: the first state title since
those long-ago back-to-back titles
under coach Shaun Cherewich – who,
along with former player and coach
Gerry Benaquista, was among the
hundreds and hundreds of WHS fans
who were in attendance at Brooks
Field in Somerville.

The team got a police/fire truck
escort through town, ala the swim
team, and one look at the roster tells
you that this should not be a one-year
thing. Yes, Huber, Chris Aslanian,
Decker and Chris Callahan graduate,
as does D’Amato. But Prybylski and
Pat Aslanian return along with James
Bohlinger (that trio had 8 of the 10
goals vs. Southern), as does the entire
defensive corps, and Burgdorf in goal.

The Group 4 final victory was No.
398 in Westfield’s 37-year history,
against 291 losses. Cherewich, who
built the program from the ground
up, coached 19 years and had 208
victories.

The season didn’t get to end on the
high note of a Group 4 title, however.
WHS qualified for the Tournament of
Champions, and they lost 13-6 in
their opener to Mountain Lakes, the
Group 1 champions.

Aslanian, Decker and Huber were
chosen to play – and Tuohy coached –
in last Sunday’s 36th annual Gil Gibbs
All-Star Games at Madison High.

BASEBALL
A 20-4 record, a school record-

tying 17-game win streak, and an-
other Union County Tournament title
is a pretty good season.

While the 2015 Blue Devils figure
to be pretty good again, replacing c
Mike Ionta, 2b Tyler Bowman, ss
Matt Storcks and cf Anthony Perconte
won’t be easy. Down the middle, that
was one of the more impressive four-
somes WHS has ever had. (More on
that in a future Den.) Other seniors
were 1b Calvin Robertshaw, lf Chris
Arena, rf Chris Hogge, of Jacob
Boyle, dh Marc Luino and pitchers
Brad DeMartino, Mike Androconis
and Brad Norris.

Junior pitchers Jack Bunting, An-
drew Malacrea and Ben Herbster will

provide a good starting point. Dan
DoCampo and Matt Catanzaro will
likely handle short and second.

Ionta and DeMartino were selected
to play at Diamond Nation in Raritan
Township tonight in the North-South
All-Star Game.

BOYS TENNIS
This figured to be a rebuilding year,

so 20-5 is quite good. But at some
point they are going to have to re-
learn how to beat Summit and
Millburn if WHS wants to return to its
place as conference, sectional and
state dominator.

And next year would be appear a
good time to start, with six of the top
seven players back. Sophomore Tyler
Roth, the Union County first singles
champion, was 21-7 and is obviously
ready for two more years as the No. 1;
he was 21-1 at third singles as a
freshman. That’s provided he wins
the challenge matches from fresh-
men Noah Reich (18-9) and Owen
Bartok (17-11), who played Nos 2
and 3 this spring. Ben Cymbala and
Jack Siegel (23-4) went deep into the
state Doubles Tournament recently,
and Will Kelly also returns, after a
solid season (22-2) at second doubles
with captain Chris Algarin, the lone
graduating senior.

“We achieved all our realistic
goals,” said coach George Kapner,
after concluding his 24th year in
charge, tying Sam Bunting as the
longest-lasting tennis coach. “The
only disappointment was losing to
Summit twice. And, unfortunately,
the best team in the state (Millburn) is
in our section now.”

SOFTBALL
In four years, they won 66 games

and two Union County Tournament
titles – and they beat state Group 4
champion North Hunterdon on their
field. In addition, a super strong se-
nior class put up some seriously sick
offensive numbers.

Julia Criscuolo and Cali Chambliss
will graduate 1-2 in career hits, pass-
ing the great Cyndil Matthew (’09).
Chambliss and Chrissy Ferraro are 1-
3 in career runs scored. Criscuolo,
Chambliss, Ferraro and Shannon
Schaefer are 1-2-3-4 in career at-bats.
Criscuolo tied the school record with
11 doubles this year (Chambliss also
shares it with Matthew and Hall of
Famer Chris Diemer ’80). Chambliss
set a school record this year with 9
triples. Schaefer hit 8 home runs as a
sophomore, No. 2 all-time.

And there’s more. Criscuolo fin-
ished with 90 career RBI, two more
than Matthew’s old mark. Criscuolo
and Chambliss tied for first with 27
career doubles, six more than the old
record by Hall of Famer Jacki Booth
(’78). Chambliss’ 16 career triples
topped Tara Vitale’s old mark of 11
set in 1986. And Chambliss set a
school record for career extra-base
hits with 53 – the old mark was 44 by
Booth and Matthew.

mark, Baliatico still has another op-
portunity to shave off a few tenths of
a second this season.

“I am going to nationals next week,
so I have a chance to bring it down
there, but next year, definitely low
60, work from there and maybe break
60,” she said.

Blue Devil senior Matt Luppino ran
a 4:16.46 time in the 1600 at the Group
4 meet to qualify for the MOC. Com-
peting against a very competitive field,
Luppino kept at the front of the pack for
the first lap but found himself pinched
in by several runners after the second
lap and could not shake the enclosure.
He finished 16th overall in the two-heat
event with a time of 4:20.23.

“The pace went out pretty slow.
The one thing that Coach [Chris]
Tafelski always tells me how in these
races, sometimes when you run cham-
pionship style, no one wants to take
it. We talked about maybe me getting
up there and go for the lead. I was up
there the first lap. By the time I wanted
to start pushing it, I got pinched in.
That’s the way these races are. You
have a lot of guys really competitive.
They all want to win and it comes
down to the last lap who wants it
most,” Luppino said.

Due to an early season injury,
Luppino has experienced a tough
going, but qualifying for the MOC
has been special.

“I give a lot of credit to my coaches
and my teammates. [They] Coached
me the whole way through the season.
I don’t think I would be here at the
Meet of Champions if it wasn’t for all
the people I had around me in the past
and present, Coach [Jack] Martin and
Coach Tafelski,” Luppino said.

Even more special, Luppino, Frankie
Pinney, Will Chandler and Nick
Antonelli recorded a time of 7:58.95 to
qualify for the MOC in the 4x800.

“This is the same team that we have
been running all season. As the meets
have been going, we have been get-
ting better and better. Last week we
broke eight minutes. People are run-
ning PRs today. It’s a great day for
some of our guys to break two min-

utes. We are going up against the best
guys in the state. Competition always
brings out the best in everyone, so we
have to show them what Westfield’s
got,” Luppino said.

The Westfield foursome did indeed
show them what they were made of
and finished sixth in the MOC with
an even better time of 7:53.84.

After placing third in the 4x100 at the
Group 3 meet, Raiders Emendo Tho-
mas (junior), Merlin Edmond (junior),
Quaryee Bull (senior) and Kobe White
(junior) placed eighth in the event with
a personal record time of 42.84.

“I feel good about the team as a
whole. We did really well. I thank the
team for everything. The handoff was
good. It was smooth and we ended up
getting a PR,” White said.

Bull’s handoff from Edmond also
went smoothly.

“It’s always really, really good. This
was my last one. He came in real fast.
I got out. It was a smooth handoff and
we ran the fastest time of our whole
season,” Bull said.

“It was great that we did it in our
last meet of our season. I wish that the
handoff between Emendo and I was a
little better. It was a little shaky. It was
still a PR and I am happy about that,”
Edmond said.

“I am happy about the season. We
were running 43’s in the beginning,
and we dropped our time by over a
second. The three of us are going to
miss Quaryee. He was a big contribu-
tion to this team. He was a leader. He
gave us encouragement in practices
and everything. I’m sad that he’s leav-
ing, but I’m glad that next year we
can look forward to a big season,
seeing that we have another year left
to go,” Thomas said.

Viking Andrew Ghizzone took the
very top spot in the pole vault with a
clearance of 16-0. Animashaun was the
fastest in the 110 hurdles when he crossed
the finish line in 14.2. He also finished
third in the 400 hurdles with a time of
53.62. Viking Sean Brennan placed third
in the discus with a toss of 170-9. Leland
Jones of Summit finished third in the
3,200 with a time of 9:10.57.

Elena Scarano earned 46 wins (No.
5 all-time and she’s No. 3 in career
strikeouts), while Schaefer picked up
17 pitching wins when not playing
3b, 1b or rf. And don’t forget Lizzie
Fox, who played catcher or first base,
and Becca Kaufman, who also played
left and right field while hitting .302.

“We’re gonna have a lot of teach-
ing to do next year,” coach Caitlin
MacDonald said.

Ferraro earned a special mention.
In addition to finishing her career 36-
for-36 on stolen base attempts, the
slap-hitting center fielder, who came
into her fourth season with three ca-
reer doubles, hit the team’s only two
home runs this spring.

GIRLS LACROSSE
It seems like forever since their last

game, but it was a solid season for the
girls team, which tackled a brutal
schedule. Seniors Alex Kardias and
Anna Tanji were the top two scorers,
becoming the 14th and 15th members
of the 50 Goal Club. And they will
graduate as the Nos. 8 and 9 all-time
scorers. They had help from class-
mates Sam Paoletti and Mary
Randazzo. And freshman Hannah
Liddy emerged as a star of the future.
Junior goalie Mallory Weisse already
holds the school record for career saves.

SILLY NUMBERS
The eight combined defeats for the

baseball (20-4) and softball (21-4)
teams is a school record for fewest
“ball” losses in the same season. The
best record was in 1978, when base-
ball was 21-5 and softball was 27-1.
BRAUN TO SPEAK AT VIETNAM
DEDICATION

Peter Braun (WHS, ’61) will be the
keynote speaker on Sunday, June 22,
at the Dedication of the Westfield
Vietnam Memorial – titled “All Gave
Some, Some Gave All.” Braun, a two-
time all-state football player at WHS
before attending West Point, served
in Vietnam.

The 2 p.m. ceremony will be at the
site of the other War memorials on
North Avenue by Lord and Taylor,
across from the Methodist church.

The names of the 11 Westfield na-
tives who gave their lives in the Viet-
nam War will be displayed on a panel:
Roger J. Bachman, Richard C. Brunn,
James T. Egan Jr., John A. Griner,
William R. Hardin, Richard G. Lewis,
Robert T. Miller, Daniel C. Nichols,
John W. Price, Arthur C. Retzlaff,
Ronald J. Selig.

IN THE GENES
JB Kole, the son of former WHS

pitcher Jeff Kole (’76), was drafted in
the eighth round of the annual Ama-
teur Draft last week by the Milwau-
kee Brewers. The younger Kole is a
6-foot-3, 192-pound righty out of
Ridge High and Villanova, where he
was a two-time all-Academic Big East
selection. He was 4-3 this spring, his
junior year. Jeff Kole pitched a Wake
Forest.

IN PASSING
Chuck Harcourt (WHS, ’80), twin

of Billy, brother of Kathy, and son of
Mary and the late Jim Harcourt,
passed away on May 30 following a
long illness. He was 51 and is sur-
vived by his wife and four children,
ages 20, 18, 13 and 11. Chuck lived in
Basking Ridge and was a founder of
Ridge Youth Sports – perhaps part of
the reason Ridge High has become an
athletic power.
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830 North Avenue West— Westfield, New Jersey 
This charming & well-maintained Colonial home is located just blocks from 

downtown Westfield & New York City transportation. Formal living room fea-

tures a wood burning fireplace. Formal dining room with built-in storage & 

French doors that open to expansive screened porch. Cozy first floor den with 

lots of natural light also offers access to screened porch. Kitchen has a large, 

walk-in pantry & eating space. Three bedrooms & the main bath are on the sec-

ond floor with stairs that access attic space. Lots of potential & endless possi-

bilities! Great curb appeal, nice yard space, 1-car detached garage & plenty of 

storage space in both the basement & the attic. Offered for $424,900.

Open House Sunday, June 15th 1-4 PM 

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 15th  1-4PM • 516 Bradford Avenue

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

#1 REALTOR , Westfield East Office, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169
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Westfield. Welcome to this charming, well cared for home in the “Gardens” section of Westfield. The new brick and blue
stone front steps leads you to the impressive interior offering hardwood floors, detailed moldings, custom wood blinds on
many newer windows, French doors and neutral décor. The living room features a fireplace, holiday size dining room, den
and eat-in kitchen access to the deck overlooking beautiful landscaped rear property with newer fencing and arbor. The
second floor offers three bedrooms and a newer main bath with Jacuzzi tub and separate shower. The finished basement has
a rec room with wet bar, powder room, and storage. In addition, the home and garage have a new roof with gutters and
copper surround on the chimney and arch over front entry. Newer heating system, sump pump, electric box. With an
unsurpassed location, this home offers a comfortable living space with room to grow.      $699,000.
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