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Visit 
ChooseRWJR.com 
for tips on what to do 
in an emergency.

NOW ACCEPTING

With 50% shorter wait times,* RWJ Rahway provides faster 

access to quality care ranked among the state’s best.

*ERWaitWatchers.org, 2013

Great care, fast.
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FANWOOD HISTORY...After hearing about Fanwood's history from Historic
Preservation Commission members Joan Skubish and Joe Nagy, and checking
out the displays in the Fanwood Museum, third graders from Evergreen School
in Scotch Plains make notes on what they learned. Fanwood's museum is on the
first floor of the borough's historic train station on North Avenue. School groups
often tour the museum, which includes photos, books, maps and collections of
Fanwood memorabilia.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
IN TUNE…Rick Lisojo of SKY Yoga demonstrates a Tibetan Singing Bowl for
two little girls at Sunday’s annual Fanwood Street Fair on South Avenue.
Attendees enjoyed food, fun and music under sunny skies.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
IN TUNE…Fanwood Rescue Squad members Ben Gechtman and Jazzmin Dixon
pose with Kyra, 8, of Scotch Plains, at Sunday’s annual Fanwood Street Fair.

KemperSports Management. Armando
Sanchez, director of golf operations for
the county, said the fee is based on a set
threshold and gross revenues Kemper
must achieve per its contract with the
county. Once it exceeds that number,
Kemper receives the incentive fee.

Kemper’s contract is up this year. A
resolution on the draft agenda for last
Thursday for a new five-year contract
was not on the actual agenda for the
meeting.
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While answering questions about the
anticipated timeline, Mr. Budiansky
said he believes the skatepark could be
completed “maybe before the winter
sets in, November and December,” if
the council, at its next regular meeting,
authorizes the bidding process to be-
gin.

Mr. Tomkins said through grant
repurposing and directing money bud-
geted by the borough to the recreation
commission originally intended for
refurbishing the LaGrande Park tennis
courts, adequate funding is available in
the budget to begin the bidding pro-
cess. If the bids received “are too high”
then the council will need to revisit the
project, Mr. Tomkins said.

Assuming the process begins in June,
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said he
believes bids will be “back shortly after
July 4,” and that the council “will know
the result” by that month’s regular
meeting.

Resident Michael Lewis, expressing
his frustration with the project’s esca-
lating cost estimates, said he was “quite
disgusted” and noted that he “was
against this project from the very, very
beginning.”

“They came in with a notion that it
was going to cost $124,000…but it’s
not going to cost $124,000, is it? Now,
it’s $241,000. I have a real problem
with that,” Mr. Lewis said, his voice
cracking. He said he believes the coun-
cil has already made up its mind and
that the skatepark’s construction is in-
evitable, regardless of the cost.

“Now it seems like you’re moving

grants around here and there, and ev-
erywhere,” Mr. Lewis said. The coun-
cil did not respond to Mr. Lewis’ ques-
tions or remarks.

Engineer Peter Bondar of T&M As-
sociates addressed the council during
the public works portion of the meet-
ing. Mr. Bondar said several road im-
provement projects are active, includ-
ing the second phase of work on Hunter
Avenue, between Watson Road and
Midway Avenue, and on Burns Way,
between Helen Street and South
Martine Avenue. Mr. Bondar also noted
that professional services are under-
way as part of the redevelopment of the
downtown area on South Avenue.

At the end of the meeting Mr. Estis
took the council into executive session
to discuss potential litigation, contract
negotiations and personnel issues, and
the solid waste program in the down-
town redevelopment area.
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CF Bd. Begins Hearing For
Centennial Three-Story Bld.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board Wednesday began hearing an
application by Emanuel Nimrud,
who is seeking permission to con-
struct a three-story building with
retail on the first floor and six apart-
ments on the second and third floors
at 496 Centennial Avenue, a B-3
Zone. The site formerly housed
Arnold’s Pest Control, which
burned down. The plans also in-
clude a parking lot for 10 parking
spaces.

Mr. Nimrud sought the following
variances and design waivers: to
exceed the maximum allowable
height and stories; less than the
minimum required parking spaces;
less than the minimum required
front-yard setback; no loading zone
provided; and less than the mini-
mum required foot candles in light-
ing in a parking area.

Mr. Nimrud owns Old City Café
and Grill on North Union Avenue
and said he has purchased other
land in town. “I am investing my
time and financials and taking over
properties to make it beneficial to
the town and myself,” Mr. Nimrud
said.

Area residents said they were con-
cerned with residents of the apart-
ment complex and customers of the
retail establishment parking on the
residential streets; the trash con-
tainer area, which they thought was
too small, and the seepage pit
planned as a detention basin for
stormwater runoff.

“He has a lot of unknowns as to
where the overflows are going to
go,” Sandra Caceras, assistant town-
ship engineer, said regarding the
stormwater management plans.

Residents asked if the seepage
pit would have standing water that
would then attract mosquitoes.

“No, I have not seen that,” Nassir
Almukhtar, the applicant’s archi-
tect, said.

“It is encased in two-feet-wide
gravel. It goes into the gravel and
filter fabric, then the soil. It would
stand maybe two to three hours if
you have a huge storm,” Mr.
Almukhtar said.

“It seems a lot of people are con-
cerned about it…and you have not
even done a soil test. Everything is
hypothetical,” said Board Secretary
Kevin Illing.

“You are almost doubling the im-
pervious surface, which is why the
stormwater management becomes
crucial…if the system you are pro-

posing is adequate, we need to be
assured of that,” Board Chairwoman
Lynda Feder said.

Pat Daly, of Garden Terrace,
asked about garbage. “A two-yard
dumpster seems like a small space
for 12 adults and a business,” he
said. He had concerns about mice
or bigger pests. “You are tripling in
size. From the garbage point
alone….we find that troubling,” Mr.
Daly said.

Attorney for the applicant,
Gerasimos Kitsopoulos, said, “We
will increase the number of times
of pickup to make sure there is no
overflow.”

There also were suggestions by
the planning board to increase the
garbage area to add more dumpster
space, but it would lessen the num-
ber of parking spaces.

Planning board members also had
concerns about how a garbage truck
could enter and exit the parking lot,
which they said is tight.

Under the zoning laws, 19 spaces
are required, where the applicant is
providing 10.

Bahman  Rzadme, traffic engi-
neer and civil engineer, surveyed
the area one weekday between 4
and 6:30 p.m. for the applicant.

Mr. Rzadme said the plan is to
have shared parking, where resi-
dents are only allowed to park in
the evenings when the retail busi-
ness is closed.

“Shared parking  –  it is usually
done in big developments where
you get a percentage of them leav-
ing. Wouldn’t it fall apart?” Mr.
Illing asked.

Mr. Rzadme suggested parking
in the parking lot for the Centennial
Avenue Pool, which he said is 300
feet away. Mr. Illing said that lot is
full to capacity in the summer when
the outdoor pool is open. Mr.
Rzadme also said there is available
street parking on residential streets
within 300 feet of the property.

“No one is going to walk 300
feet,” planning board member Dan
Aschenbach said.

“I think the overreaching con-
cern of parking is the density. We
are looking for mixed-use proper-
ties along Centennial…but we are
always concerned about the con-
tiguous neighborhoods…. Neigh-
bors are justifiably concerned about
what happens to their quality of life
when 10 more cars appear that were
not there previously. … I think you
are not asking for a one- or two-
space waiver; you are asking for
nine spaces that don’t exist. Per-
haps there are too many apartments.
… If you are talking about 12 po-
tential cars versus six, I think it
would make a huge difference to
the property and to the neighbor-
hood,” Ms. Feder said.

Residents said the parking in the
residential streets is typically full.

Another issue was lack of an ease-
ment. Town Planner Victor
Furmanec asked since the building
is proposed to be on the property
line, where the access for mainte-
nance would be. Ms. Feder sug-
gested the architect include an ease-
ment for allowing maintenance of
the building to be performed.

The neighboring mixed-use prop-
erty is co-owned by Jim Schoening
and James Burnette, who told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times when
Arnold’s caught fire the windows
on his building that sided with the
property were warped. “If it was
built to the property line, my build-
ing would have burnt to the ground,”
he told The Times.

The new building will have a
sprinkler system throughout, the
applicant’s architect said in an ear-
lier review of his plans.

The board will continue the hear-
ing on Wednesday, July 9.

Summit Med. Group Signs
OK’d For New Location

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A sign application
by Summit Medical Group (SMG) for
574 Springfield Avenue was approved
by the Westfield Planning Board at its
June 4 meeting.

SMG received board approval last
year for a change of use for the build-
ing. The 32,000-square-foot building
previously housed L’Oreal offices, and
will now be medical offices and an
urgent care center. SMG plans to open
the building on Monday, June 23.

The Westfield ordinance only allows
for one wall mounted sign, and the
applicant was granted three. There will
be a 15.97-foot-long by 7.31-foot-high
“Summit Medical Group” sign on the
rear façade of the building facing the
parking lot; a 12-foot-long “Main En-
trance” sign, and an 18.21-foot-long
“Urgent Care Center” sign.

John Michalski, an attorney with
McElroy, Deutch, Mulvaney and Car-
penter who represented the applicant,
said the “signs are vital to the operation
of the business” and that the wall signs
were important as the medical offices
and the urgent care center have sepa-
rate entrances.

The applicant’s planner, Michael
Tobia, testified that two monument signs
were needed for the business to operate

effectively. He said while the building’s
address is Springfield Avenue, the drive-
way entrance is located on Cardinal
Drive and the building entrance faces
the rear parking lot. Mr. Tobia testified
that a monument sign was required at
the corner of Springfield Avenue and
Cardinal Drive to direct patients to the
building and an additional monument
sign is needed to direct patients into the
driveway.

While the board had no issue with
the driveway monument sign, it did
take issue with the corner sign. The
applicant was initially proposing to
have the monument sign raised 10 feet
in the air. Both board member Robert
Newell and Board Chairman Vince Wilt
raised concerns over the height of the
sign. The applicant then agreed to
change the sign to a ground-level monu-
ment, much like the sign at Higgins and
Bonner across the street from the
applicant’s location.

In other business, the board had no
comment on a proposed change to the
conditional use section of the town
code. The new section would allow for
an alternative treatment center in the
central business district, but it would
require it to be a stand-alone operation
with no retail or residential mixed use.
The ordinance will now go back to the
town council for approval.

a new surface on the spray park to cut
down on the excessive heat build-
up that was experienced at times
last summer. Mr. Dahl said dry
weather is required to perform the
work and that it is hoped the work
will be done by the end of this
week, although the weather fore-
cast calls for rain.

In an effort to curtail vandalism
during overnight hours, an automatic
locking system for restrooms at town-
ship parks has been installed, Mr.
Dahl reported, making it possible for
the doors to open for the day and then
lock for the evening. He also said the
new pavilion for Brookside Park has
been delivered, adding that he hopes
it will be installed by the first day of
summer camp on Monday, June 30.

Total receipts at Scotch Hills
Country Club, including the mini-
golf facility and building rentals,
amounted to $39,121 in April, $776
more than a year earlier. The year-
to-date total is $99,791.

The commission’s next meeting
will be on Monday, July 14.
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Westfield BOE

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW LEADERSHIP...The Union County Republican Committee held its reor-
ganization meeting Tuesday night at the Newmark School in Scotch Plains, at
which time a new leadership team was elected for the next two years. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer, Union
County GOP chairman; Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, vice-chair-
woman; Nicole Cole of Fanwood, secretary; Springfield Councilman Ziad Shehady,
associate chairman; Cranford Committeewoman Mary O’Connor, associate
chairwoman; Dorothy Burger of Summit, state GOP committeewoman, and
Westfield Councilman Jim Foerst, state GOP committeeman. Not pictured is Jim
Ulrich of Clark, treasurer.

those other spots were smaller in size
and not as well shaded as his pre-
ferred spot. Speaking for the neigh-
bors, the attorney said a pool situated
basically in their front yard would be
“very detrimental to [the next-door
neighbor’s] property.”

Two other neighbors from Crest
Lane spoke in opposition, saying a
pool situated in the backyard would
be neither an asset to the neighbor-
hood nor would it be in keeping with
its character.

While saying he was “sympathetic”
to Mr. Dickstein’s “odd-shaped prop-
erty,” Board Chairman Ken Anderson
said he was also sympathetic to the
neighboring property owner and the
impact of a swimming pool. Board
member Dan Sullivan said Mr.
Dickstein’s back yard was “not the
place for this pool,” adding that it
needed to be situated elsewhere to
“protect the aesthetics of the neigh-
borhood.” Board member Christine
Thompson said the proposed loca-
tion of the pool, “encroaches too
much” on the neighbor’s property.

Also at its June 5 meeting, the
board approved an application by

Greg Bayard to add a second garage
to an existing one-car garage at his
Jersey Avenue home. A month ago,
the board first considered the appli-
cation—which seeks a side-yard set-
back variance because the edge of the
new garage would be 4.7 feet from
the property line when the minimum
allowed by local regulations is eight
feet — but an adjoining neighbor’s
concerns about flooding led the board
to put off the hearing. In the interim,
Township Engineer Joseph Timko
inspected the property between Mr.
Bayard’s house and his neighbor’s
house, specifically to evaluate a swale
that is used to collect storm water
from heavy rainfalls. In a report, Mr.
Timko said he was “confident” the
swale will not be impacted by the
addition of the new garage.

An application by Alan Gingold to
erect a six-foot-high fence at his
Heather Lane home was approved
unanimously. One condition of the
approval, which was required because
four-foot-high fences are the maxi-
mum allowed, is that shrubs be placed
in front of the fence to shield it from
the street.
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SP Zoning Board

members Ginny Leiz, who was the
chairwoman, Ann Cary, Gretchan
Ohlig and Mitch Slater. The WEA
negotiating team included its presi-
dent and guidance counselor Kim
Schumacher, chief negotiator
Michael Seiler, Dominick Ceccio,
Scott Rotherford, Gail Alston, Debbie
Vezos and Mary Wickens.

In explaining his vote, Mr. Slater
said, “I wasn’t ready to sign off on
this contract without getting one year
without a raise.” He also objected to
the silent demonstration by the WEA
which took place outside of the BOE
administration building in May dur-
ing one of the negotiation sessions.
He called it “a bit intimidating.”

“I blame the WEA for that tactic,”
he added. He also said, “It’s not easy.
I just felt the budget’s very tight. You
win some, you lose some.”

Mr. Galligan said he objected to
the short time frame — less than 30
hours — the board had to review the
terms of the contract. He said he
received it on Monday afternoon and
did not think it was enough time to
read the 34-page contract and fully
understand it. He called the vote pre-
mature and, thus, voted against the
agreement.

Board President Richard
Mattessich and board member Mark
Friedman were both away on busi-
ness and did not take part in the vote.

Ms. Kurstedt said to Mr. Galligan,
“Brendan, I’m sorry you feel that
way. You had the green booklet with
all the language that was in the con-
tract.”

She further said, “The teachers need
the professional development day
because they need time to work and
plan.” She said the salary increase
was under the state cap of 2 percent
and that the teachers will be contrib-
uting as much as 10 to 35 percent
more to their health plan under the
new contract. She also said that those
requesting extended maternity leave
will not be covered and will have to
go on COBRA during that extended
period.

“Our WEA is working with us.
Let’s not look back. Let’s look for-
ward. I thank everybody. They are
hard decisions,” Mrs. Kurstedt said.

In other business, five secondary
teachers who excel in their positions
were recognized by the board. They
are seventh-grade mathematics
teacher Coleen Raparelli of the
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
guidance counselor Kerri Webster
from the Edison Intermediate School,
both named outstanding teachers of
the year by the Optimist Club of
Westfield, and Westfield High School
industrial arts teacher James Hart,
biology teacher Bob Brewster and
Spanish teacher Rose Calimano.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARWOOD ROCKS…Antique cars, including the Bat Mobile, were on display
at the Garwood Rocks street fair held Sunday. The event offered a variety of food,
fun and games for all.


