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Army Corps’ 2 to 3 Years
From Finishing Flood Study

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
is two to three years away from fully
completing its study on how to allevi-
ate flood impacts along the Rahway
River, Deputy District Engineer Jo-
seph Seebode said at a packed public
information session held last Wednes-
day in the township committee cham-
bers.

The USACE began its study in
1999, after Hurricane Floyd hit and
devastated the region, and it would
be another two to three years before
the study is presented to Congress
and a decision made by Congress,
Mr. Seebode said.

“It will probably take five to 10
years before you start to see the ben-
efits of a flood risk reduction ben-
efit,” Mr. Seebode said.

The USACE conducted prelimi-
nary economic analyses on 10 flood
risk management alternatives and
three met the potential for a positive
benefit-to-cost ratio necessary to ap-
ply for federal funding. The 10 alter-
natives range from $15 million to
$230 million. The USACE looked at
how these alternatives would operate
in a 100-year flood.

The three alternatives include pro-
posals to build a dry detention basin
in the South Mountain Reservation,
construction of new outlets on the
Orange Reservoir in conjunction with
channel modifications in Cranford,
and non-structural modifications to
structures within the 10-year flood
plain in Cranford.

“We are developing a tentatively
selected plan. I believe it will be one
of the three... I think number four
(Orange Reservoir) as the process
has gone on has begun to present
itself to make a lot of sense in terms
of the minimal amount of work, the
large amount of benefit, and the lesser
amount of environmental damages,
cultural resource damages, and rec-
reational damages…,” Mr. Seebode
said.

Modifying the dam structure in the
Orange Reservoir would cost close to
$69 million. It would include replac-
ing existing pipes, which currently
are not able to pass floodwaters fast
enough, and putting new, larger pipes
into the dam, and gates and levers to
control the water, Mr. Seebode said.
Also, it included modifying the shape
of the river.

Included in this alternative would
be modifying or replacing the North
Avenue and North Union Avenue
bridges in Cranford, which have im-
pacted flooding in Cranford, Mr.
Seebode said.

Also, Hansel Dam near the
Cranford Canoe Club, and Droescher
Dam, would be removed, he said.
The township is concerned  that re-
moving Hansel Dam in Cranford
would mean that the water levels in
the river by the canoe club during dry
days would be low to nil, and thus the
river could not be used for recreation.

“Both the South Mountain deten-
tion basin and the Orange Reservoir
modification would store peak storm
water which according to the USACE
calculations, would reduce water el-
evations by about one foot in
Cranford; upstream in Millburn it
would be a greater benefit,” Dan
Aschenbach, former township mayor
and member of the Mayor’s Council
Rahway River Flood Control, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The non-structural modifications
would pertain to 66 structures, mostly
homes, in the 10-year flood plain in
Cranford. This alternative would cost
about $15.5 million. The work would
include raising homes past the flood
levels, dry proofing and wet proof-
ing. It also identified two homes as a
buyout. This alternative would be
funded partially by federal funding
and partially by state and township
funding, meaning the township would
most likely need to bond, and tax
residents for that bond, for the money
to pay for this work. The federal
government would pay 75 percent
with the state and municipal govern-
ment sharing 25 percent.

A group of people have opposed
the South Mountain detention basin,
which was proposed to be an 810-
foot long and 75-foot high dam in the
South Mountain Reservation. The
environmental impacts it would have
there is one of the biggest concerns
for those opposed to the project. This
project would cost about $108 mil-
lion.

“That alternative is extremely con-
troversial. We have not received a
single letter approving that alterna-
tive,” Mr. Seebode said.

Once the alternatives are selected
the USACE will need to secure about
$2.4 million, co-shared by the state,
to complete its study.
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Katz Killed in Plane Crash Days
After Acquiring Phili Inquirer
Lewis Katz, 72, co-owner of The

Inquirer, Philadelphia Daily News,
and Philly.com, died Saturday night
in the crash of a private jet at a Mas-
sachusetts airfield along with six oth-
ers, according to news reports.

Mr. Katz, a previous owner of the
New Jersey Nets (now the Brooklyn
Nets) and New Jersey Devils, had
just last week outbid South Jersey
power broker George Norcross and
businessmen Joseph Buckelew and
William Hankowsky in a court-or-
dered private auction to acquire ma-
jority ownership of the newspapers,
NJBIZ reported. Mr. Katz’s and H.F.
Lenfest’s bid was $88 million. In
2012, the five men acquired the pa-
pers for $55 million, NJBIZ reported,

“The relationship between the part-
ners soured and devolved into ugly
squabbling and litigation,” The Daily
Beast reported.

Moody’s Affirms Negative
Outlook on Kean U. Debt

Kean’s negative outlook on $345
million of bonded debt has been Af-
firmed by Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice.

Moody’s affirmed the A2 rating on
Kean University’s revenue bonds is-
sued through the New Jersey Educa-
tional Facilities Authority (NJEFA)
and the A3 rating on Kean University
Foundation’s (NJ) revenue bonds is-
sued through the Bergen County Im-
provement Authority (BCIA).

“Kean’s negative outlook reflects
expectations of continued enrollment
declines and pressure on student
charges. The outlook also incorpo-
rates the use of financial reserves in
order to match a state capital grant,”
according to Moody’s.

Moody’s said Kean’s full-time en-
rollment dropped 1,300 to 10,938 in
the fall of 2013. In addition, they said
Kean’s high debt burden was likely to
continue “with limited prospects for
growth of financial reserves or rev-
enue.”

They also said the “historical
underfunding of the state’s retire-
ment system could require increased
contributions in the future” by the
university, “adding additional ex-
pense pressures.”

Sweeney Rips GOP for
Non Support of Sandy Bill

State Senate Republicans who
voted for the “Sandy Bill of Rights”
are changing their support for the
legislation following Governor Chris
Christie veto, according to The Star-
Ledger.

The bill, S-1306, was sponsored
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester). He has accused
the Republicans of “cowardice.” The
bill was passed by state Senate 34-0
in March. Gov. Christie condition-
ally vetoed it on May 12 and pro-
posed more than 150 changes includ-
ing the removal of entire sections –
including the bill’s name.

Sen. Sweeney is now seeking to
overturn the veto, an action that would
require at least three Republican
votes.

In a letter to Sen. Sweeney on be-
half of GOP members, Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) said his members would
not be voting against the governor.

“While we support much of the
concept behind Senate bill 1306, we
do not believe it will achieve these
worthy goals if enacted in its current
form,” Sen. Kean wrote. “As stated in
the Governor’s conditional veto, pro-
visions of S-1306 are in direct con-
flict with numerous federal laws and
regulations and the original version
could harm the very people it intends
to help.”

Sen. Sweeney called Sen. Kean’s
letter “disgusting” and “sickening.”

“This is the height of hypocrisy.
The Republican members of the Leg-
islature are so scared of doing any-
thing in opposition of this governor
that they won’t even support getting
basic answers and information to
people who’ve lost their homes. It’s
disgusting. There was nothing wrong
with this bill when they all voted for
it in March and now, suddenly, they
all oppose the exact same bill. This is
sickening. And the worst part is their
cowardice is merely punishing folks
who’ve already lost so much,” Sen.
Sweeney said.

Testimony from PA Chairman
Postponed by Committee

The New Jersey Select Committee
on Investigation Committee investi-
gating the September lane closings at
the George Washington Bridge has
agreed to postpone testimony from
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey Executive Director Patrick
Foye at the request of  U.S. Attorney
for New Jersey Paul Fishman, The
Star-Ledger has reported.

Committee Chairman John
Wisniewski (D-18th, Sayreville) has
said the panel would not interfere
with the federal probe, the paper re-
ported.
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WF Prepares For Pool
Opening, Summer Program

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Rec-
reation Commission discussed the sta-
tus of Memorial Pool, which is sched-
uled to open this Saturday, June 7, and
considered reports on various other
programs at its meeting Monday night.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann advised that pool staff had
completed their CPR recertification
and life guard training had begun. He
also noted that the pool, which re-
ceived more than 100,000 visitors
over the last two years, continued to
be financially self-sustaining with
revenues from membership fees and
swim lessons on or above budget.

Mr. Kaufmann also provided a de-
tailed description of the ongoing reno-
vations to the “kiddie” pool, which
include the installation of a new sur-
face on the spray pad. The existing
spray pad was beginning to delami-
nate and as a result was susceptible to
algae growth. The new surface will be
softer and non-porous and comes with
a very broad manufacturer’s warranty.

Two of the Memorial Pool man-
agers, James King and Tom Allen,
attended the meeting and gave re-
ports on the qualifications of the
staff and the conditions of the facil-
ity. Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse thanked the men for their
contributions and the work done by
their staff, noting that the pool is one
of the town’s greatest assets and that
the community’s feedback on the
staff, programs and facilities is al-
ways positive.

Assistant Recreation Director

Dolores Mackay Kaufmann pre-
sented a report on registration for the
Summer Playground Program. To
date more than 200 Westfield chil-
dren have signed up for the program,
which is one of the department’s most
popular. The program will begin on
Wednesday, June 25.

Ms. Kaufmann also reported on the
Training Wheel Toss program, which
was held May 31 in the parking lot at
Memorial Field. More than 80 chil-
dren participated in the inaugural pro-
gram, which was supported by the
Summit Hilltoppers cycling club. Ac-
cording to Ms. Kaufmann, the feed-
back from the parents was uniformly
positive, with many describing the
experience of having their children
learn to ride two wheelers without
training wheels as “priceless.”

In other business, commission mem-
ber Gary Fox expressed his apprecia-
tion to field crew staff that was respon-
sible for the recent improvements to
Memorial Field, noting that many us-
ers of the facility had approached him
to express their enthusiasm for the im-
proved condition of the grass, the re-
moval of the weeds and the installation
of two new portable toilets.

Commission members also advised
the public that the turf field replace-
ment project at Sid Faye/Houlihan
was on track and the field users com-
mittee would meet in the near future
to consider the fall schedule.

The commission will hold its next
meeting at the Memorial Pool com-
plex on Monday, July 7, at 8 p.m.
Members of the public are encour-
aged to attend.

Runnells Volunteers
Honored for Efforts

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders honored
260 individuals and 62 community or-
ganizations for their volunteer efforts
at Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County at the hospital’s 51st
Annual Awards Celebration this week.

Arline Sigel of New Providence, a
retired toxicologist and longtime
music therapist, received a special
award for 45 years of volunteer ser-
vice at the hospital. Ms. Sigel, who
has been a music therapist for more
than 60 years and plays 13 instru-
ments, visits and entertains the pa-
tients every week. The volunteers
conduct fundraising events to buy
patients birthday and holiday gifts,
manage the gift shop and coffee shop,

and perform a wide array of other ser-
vices to support the patients.

Freeholder Vernell Wright, who is
also a longtime volunteer at the hospi-
tal, told the volunteers “you do won-
derful things every day” and thanked
them for all their efforts. “Last year
volunteers performed more than 13,400
hours of service and for that, we are all
thankful,” Freeholder Wright added.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
also thanked the many volunteers.
“You all do so much to brighten the
lives of the patients here...we thank
you very much,” Freeholder Kowalski
said.

Last year the volunteers saved
Runnells Hospital more than
$215,000 in salaries.
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Maximizing Social Security
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When is the right time for you to begin receiving Social Security? Most people 
simply elect Social Security at whatever age they decide to retire rather than 
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such as retirement income needs, additional sources of income, marital status, 
and estate and legacy planning objectives can impact Social Security.

Wednesday, June 11
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.

�	

�
�%�����&	���	��� 
14 Elm Street

&	���	���'(�)*)+)
Complimentary meal will be served.

Seating is limited.

RSVP by Monday, June 9

Paulo Nunes
Branch Service Associate
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