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CF BOE to Implement New
Drug Resistance Program

He explained at the Monday
night board meeting that the
current program is outdated and
A.L.E.R.T. has been proven by a
drug policy think tank to increase
the trend of students remaining
drug-free.

“It’s bigger than just you should
say no; it’s why you should say
no,” Officer Nazzaro said. “We
need to tell them what the con-
sequences outside of legal are,
the life consequences, what
they’re sacrificing.”

He added, “[The police depart-
ment and board of education]
understand that there’s a value
in interacting with our kids in a
positive manner, so it’s not al-
ways just punitive.”

Officer Nazzaro said the pro-
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JUST PEACHY... A little girl looks over the selection of peaches at the Cranford
Farmers’ Market on Thursday afternoon in the municipal parking lot on North
Union Avenue.  The market is held Thursdays from 2 to 7 p.m.  through October.
Fresh produce and specialty foods are available.
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GARWOOD – An eminent do-
main dispute that flared several
times within the borough council
spilled into the planning board
last Wednesday, involving two of
the same players: board mem-
ber and Councilman Bill Nierstedt
and Councilman Jim Mathieu.

In an 8-to-2 vote, the planning
board agreed to conduct an “Area
in Need of Redevelopment” study
for the largely abandoned Casale
sheet metal works and Petro sites
on South Avenue. The study al-
lows for the consideration of
eminent domain, a provision
which drew sharp criticism from
board members Robert Scherer
and Ileen Cuccaro.

Like Mr. Mathieu voiced at pre-
vious council meetings, both
questioned the authority of local
government to condemn private
property for a non-public use.
Mr. Nierstedt continued to insist
that there may be a public use of
the property, specifically a park-
ing lot near the center of the
borough on the south side to
help spur growth. He introduced,
vigorously spoke in favor of and
voted for the eminent domain
provision when the resolution
directing the board to undertake
the study was before the council.

“I believe for that development
we are advocating downtown,
that we will need parking,” Mr.
Nierstedt said. “If we are unable
to obtain that through a redevel-
opment agreement/redevelop-
ment plan with the redeveloper,
the borough may have to – may
have to – take some property for
parking.”

The parking issue was discussed
and debated considerably by the
planning board before it approved
a three-story mixed use struc-
ture in April at 325-331 South
Avenue.

The argument did little to con-
vince Mr. Scherer, who did not
believe parking was a valid “pub-
lic use.”

“We created and made a prob-
lem with the parking,” Mr. Scherer
said. “And now you want to use
part of the law to possibly screw
somebody else out of their own
property.”

Mr. Nierstedt has said that the
resolution does not authorize
taking property. The council
would have to take separate ac-
tion to do that.

But Ms. Cuccaro said that if it is
part of the resolution, it will most
likely be used, a statement which
Mr. Nierstedt said was “100-per-
cent inaccurate.” He said in his
30 years as a planner, he has
never used eminent domain.

Ms. Cuccaro also was skeptical
when Mr. Nierstedt said there
were no specific plans in the
works for the Casale and Petro
properties, but probably will be
considered in the creation of a
transit village.

He explained that if the prop-
erty meets the criteria to be de-
clared in “need of development,”
it gives the borough more con-
trol over regulations regarding
the property, such as zoning.

“I’d rather have the borough be
in control, have a redevelopment
plan to say to a redeveloper,
‘This is what we want,’ rather
than (the developer) coming in
and saying ‘this is what you are
going to get,’” Mr. Nierstedt said.

During public comments, Mr.
Mathieu said he was “very disap-
pointed” in the board’s vote. He
was the lone dissenter when the
borough council approved the
resolution with the eminent do-
main provision last month.

“This is how you lose your lib-
erty, ‘Just give us the power.
Don’t worry, we’re not going to
use it.’ If you aren’t going to use

it, why do you need it?
“What I’m against is messing

with private property of one
owner in favor of private prop-
erty of another owner. And that’s
what you did tonight,” Mr.
Mathieu said.

The borough clerk will create a
request for proposals to conduct
the study. Without specifying the
anticipated cost (for fear it would
prejudice the bids), Mr. Nierstedt
said it would be less than
$10,000.

In other meeting news, plan-
ning board members memorial-
ized their previous decision to
grant a use variance, permitting
the development of nine three-
story townhomes on Fourth Av-
enue, a move that brought accu-
sations of impropriety.

Mr. Scherer, who voted against
the variance at the May meeting,
criticized fellow board member
Kathy Villaggio for not recusing
herself from the vote. Mr. Scherer
said that the property owner,
Sandro Villaraut, had hosted a
fund-raising event for Ms.
Villaggio when she ran for coun-
cil years ago.

Ms. Villaggio chaired the May
28 planning board meeting when
the vote took place in the ab-
sence of Steve Greet. Ms.
Villaggio neither confirmed nor
denied the accusation.

The revelation came after Board
Attorney Donald Fraser, Jr. read
a brief letter from an attorney
representing a resident that had
been sent to the borough clerk
earlier that day. While the letter
did not identify the resident, it
came from Westfield Leader pub-
lisher Horace Corbin, whose prop-
erty is adjacent to the proposed
townhomes.

The letter was titled Fourth Av-
enue Project, Commonly Know
(sic) as “The Hidi Property.”
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CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation and Cranford Police De-
partment are implementing a new
drug resistance program for the
upcoming school year that will
educate students beyond el-
ementary school about the con-
sequences of drugs and alcohol.

Project A.L.E.R.T. is a two-year
middle-school program that will
replace the current D.A.R.E. pro-
gram, which runs for 10 weeks in
the fifth grade. Police Officer Mat-
thew Nazzaro said the new pro-
gram will continue to encourage
a positive relationship between
students and officers.

Garwood Board OKs Redevelopment
Study for Casale Metalworks, Petro Sites
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