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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Courtesy of John Quattrocchi
CLASSICS…Garwood resident John Quattrocchi, right, and friend, Jack
Savarino, catch up on news in The Westfield Leader at the Raritan River Region
Cadillac LaSalle Club car show recently at Crown Cadillac.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWING TIME…The New York City Swing band headlined the Village Green
Summer Concert Series on July 24. The Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee
hosts the weekly Village Green Summer Concert Series through August 14.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JUST PEACHY... A little girl looks over the selection of peaches at the Cranford
Farmers’ Market on Thursday afternoon in the municipal parking lot on North
Union Avenue.  The market is held Thursdays from 2 to 7 p.m.  through October.
Fresh produce and specialty foods are available.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON YOUR MARK...Hundreds of runners line up at the start of the  Downtown
Westfield Corporation sponsored 5K and Pizza Extravaganza held July 23.

development efforts. He also called
the Main Street option “a template
approach” and said referring Mrs.
Gialanella’s report to the commit-
tee would avoid duplication of ef-
forts.

Township Attorney Jeffrey
Lehrer, who was appointed to the
Business District Development
Committee in May, then interrupted
and defended the group, saying that,
“a lot of these ideas [put froth by
Mrs. Gialanella] have been brought
up and discussed” by the commit-
tee. Mr. Lehrer also sharply ac-
cused Mrs. Gialanella of “dimin-
ishing” the efforts of the committee
before Mayor Kevin Glover cut him
off and the two talked past one
another. The councilwoman said she
was “frustrated” by the lack of com-
munication from the committee.

The mayor then brought up the
idea of having committee members
brief the council in person, agree-
ing with Mrs. Gialanella that he did
not know what the committee was
discussing or what ideas it was con-
sidering for the downtown. The
mayor more than once mused that
perhaps eminent domain was being
talked about as a possibility, a no-
tion shot down by Mr. Lehrer, who
assured the council that that option
was not under consideration by the
committee.

When the mayor made a motion
to request the committee address
the council at its next meeting on
August 12, Mr. Vastine told him
that the resolution creating the com-
mittee had been phrased in such a
way to “keep politics out,” namely
to keep council members from med-
dling in its activities. He joked that
the mayor was unable to sleep at
night as he wondered what the com-
mittee was doing. Mr. Vastine then
criticized the mayor for summon-
ing committee members for what
Mr. Vastine described as “an inqui-
sition” convened “to satisfy the
curiosity” of the mayor.

Mr. Lehrer said the committee
had only met four times since its
creation and the appointment of its
members, and that its recommen-
dations were not yet ready to be
presented to the council. He said it
would be “premature” to ask the
committee to talk about its efforts
thus far. “We’re making very good
progress,” he said. Noting that the
panel is not subject to the open
public meetings requirements, he
said this “gives us the opportunity
to fully develop our report” instead
of “going off half-cocked.”

Despite the objections, the coun-
cil voted to hear the progress report
next month, with the mayor, Mrs.
Gialanella and Deputy Mayor
Michael Marcus voting in favor.
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possible.”
Based on the report’s recommen-

dations, board members Matthew
Juckes, environmental commission
liaison, and Daniel Zucker, advised
installing rain barrels, covered be-
neath the ground in the backyard,
to help capture and prevent addi-
tional rainwater runoff to the street
or to neighboring properties. The
board urged Mr. Vierschilling and
the Zikases to consult with the en-
vironmental commission, Borough
Zoning Officer Raymond Sullivan
and the buildings department to work
out the specific details.

Although the family is not required
by law to install additional drainage
devices, Mr. Flowers said the board
would appreciate that an extra effort
be made to redirect the water back

into the ground.
“Our goal is not to increase it (the

rainwater runoff) on the property.
We have an opportunity to address
it,” Mr. Flowers said.

In response to the board’s com-
ments, Mr. Vierschilling said he an-
ticipates that one or two 50-gallon
rain barrels would suffice to help
mitigate any potential rainwater run-
off and that he would follow up with
Mr. Sullivan. In addition, Mr. Zikas
said he would preserve the tree in his
front yard and replant all the shrubs.

Board member Dennis Sherry,
who lives in a Tudor-style home
next door to the Zikas family, re-
cused himself from the board’s de-
liberations, but spoke in favor of the
addition during the public comment
portion of the meeting.

“What I like most about it is it’s
really keeping with the architecture
of the structure and I thought it was
really well done…it’s really a great
enhancement to the overall struc-
ture,” Mr. Sherry said.

The board unanimously approved
the application with the conditions
for rainwater gathering and dispersal
imposed upon it.

During the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting, the board dis-
cussed possible zoning revisions,
which could aid property transitions
pertaining to the residences across
the street from the A&P Food Store,
located at 105 South Avenue. Board
Attorney Robert Renaud said he
would draft preliminary resolution
language for the board to consider
and discuss at the next meeting.

The next regular planning board
meeting is scheduled for Wednes-
day, August 27, at 7:30 p.m., at Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.
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ity” in the township manager’s of-
fice — three full-time managers in
the less than five years following
the 2008 retirement of long-time
manager Thomas Atkins. After not-
ing that when he had been hired as
manager in Vernon, he was the sixth
manager there in one year so the
situation in Scotch Plains “wasn’t
anything that would have scared
me away.”

Nevertheless, “the town is being
run well, and has been run well for
a long time,” he said, with the mu-
nicipal budgets and township au-
dits “being reflective of that over
the years.”

Yet, he said he was troubled by
“negativity, selectiveness and vin-
dictiveness” on the township coun-
cil, pointing specifically to the
council’s failure in May and again
last week to produce enough affir-
mative votes to pass the $1.5-mil-
lion capital bond ordinance. He said
it was “no secret” why purchasing
requests by the manager’s office,
the Recreation Department and the
Public Works Department were op-
posed by Mayor Kevin Glover and
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella,
the two opponents of the bond ordi-
nance. “I’ve never seen anything
like it,” Mr. Giaimis said of the two
failures to pass the bond.

Despite the partisan bickering,
Mr. Giaimis told The Times that “a
majority of the council supports
what I’m doing.” He described his
relationship with the professional
staff and department heads as “go-
ing as well as it could be while
admitting that, with a staff of 120-
plus full-time and some part-time
workers as well, “you’re going to
have dissension,” some of which is
due, he felt, to the instability in the
manager’s office in recent years.

The local cause célèbre in recent
weeks, especially during the capi-
tal bond ordinance hearings, has
been whether Mr. Giaimis had been
responding to telephone messages
and e-mails from the mayor. Speak-
ing to The Times, Mr. Giaimis dis-
missed Mayor Glover’s complaints,
saying the mayor was
“mischaracterizing the nature of our
communications.” The manager
said his job is a “busy” one and that
he has to “prioritize my job and
communications, but I can assure
we respond to all residents’ con-
cerns.”

He again maintained that during
the months of council discussions
on the capital bond ordinance in
advance of its initial introduction
in late April and first vote in May,
no one on the council — including
the mayor —sent him any e-mails
documenting any objections.

Addressing the moribund talks
with Fanwood on merging the two
towns’ police departments, Mr.
Giaimis said he did not support the
joint meeting structure favored by

Fanwood and some in Scotch Plains
in which a joint department would
be governed by a management com-
mittee made up of three appointed
members. He called it “creating a
third bureaucracy that would be
overseen by three political appoin-
tees” and subject to political pa-
tronage and cost overruns. He said
no towns in New Jersey have used a
joint meeting arrangement to merge
departments. “There’s no need to
reinvent the wheel here.”

Beyond the controversies and po-
litical backbiting, Mr. Giaimis spoke
about some of his efforts over the
past year to modernize township
operations, including installing GPS
systems in township vehicles, insti-
tuting a computerized work-order
system for the public works and
recreation departments so that re-
pairs and other resident concerns
are addressed more promptly and
instituting a paperless system for
council meetings.

Looking ahead, Mr. Giaimis is
seeking to upgrade a financial man-
agement software program that he
describes as “beyond outdated.” He
also wants to upgrade the township’s
official website to make it “more
responsive to citizens’ needs” and
said he is also planning to start up
his own website on which he will
write weekly columns “straight
from the manager” about himself
and what’s going on in town.

Mr. Giaimis is also looking to
revamp the township government’s
purchasing practices so that price,
and not long-favored vendors, is
the driving force. He said he had
been told by some during his first
year on the job that “we just like to
make sure the local guys get the
business,” a sentiment he said was
“not outwardly illegal,” but did not
adhere to best practices and ethics.
He said he has gotten “a lot of flack
from vendors with a sense of entitle-
ment” to certain township business
and a feeling of “if it’s not broke,
don’t fix it.”

“Well, it is broke,” Mr. Giaimis
declared. “So let’s fix it.” He added
that he did not want to let township
purchasing “turn into the Wild West.”

The manager will soon begin pre-
liminary work on the 2015 munici-
pal budget, and hopes the process
will be completed earlier than was
this year’s budget. The goal for next
year, he told The Times, will be a
budget that is responsible and with
lowered expenditures. He also wants
to continue to be careful when it
comes to the township’s surplus.
His goal is to maintain surplus funds
equal to 4 percent of the municipal
budget; currently, it stands at about
2.9 percent. Had the council agreed
to use more of the surplus to reduce
this year’s municipal property tax
increase to zero, as the mayor fa-
vored, would have reduced that ratio
to 2 percent.
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that area.
The new home, which will be

colonial in style and match the décor
of the neighborhood, will include
an attached garage. The present de-
tached garage, which is located on
what will be the newly-created lot,
will be razed and replaced by a
detached garage built closer to the
Klock home. It will provide access
directly onto Raritan Road. Because
it is a county road, the Union County
Planning Board had to give its ap-
proval for the new garage, and added
a stipulation during its May ap-
proval that the new garage’s drive-
way include a turnaround area for
cars so that vehicles will not have to
back out directly onto Raritan Road,
which is a heavily-traveled thor-
oughfare.

Several setback variances were re-
quested and approved, including one
for minimum lot width. The new lot
will be 75 feet wide versus the 90-
foot minimum. The new home also
will be set back 40 feet from the
front of the property, in excess of the
usual averaging of neighboring
homes’ setbacks to calculate a new
home’s own setback. Mr. Watson
said the deeper setback was desired
to afford more privacy to the own-
ers, adding that the deeper setback
would not be noticeable since most
of the homes in the area are shielded
by large trees.

All seven board members were
receptive, with Vice-Chairman Jo-
seph Doyle calling it a “very clear
and very thoughtful subdivision.”
Board member Geri Samuel said
the application “makes sense” as
she signaled her approval. Board
Chairwoman Paulette Coronato
called it a “well-thought-out plan”
and said the Klock property and
neighborhood “kind of reminds you
of what Scotch Plains was like many
decades ago.”

The planning board’s next sched-
uled meeting is Monday, Septem-
ber 8.
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Brian Trusdell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GET TOGETHER...New Jersey Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) held a lunchtime gathering of the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (WACC) at 16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro in Westfield last week
to promote his legislative redistricting plan.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KID ZONE…Girls enjoy the fun during the kids act at the Village Green Summer
Concert Series on July 24. The Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Committee hosts the
weekly Village Green Summer Concert Series through August 14.

Paul Lachenauer for The Times
ALL OUT...A runner gives it his all as
he nears the end of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation sponsored 5K
and Pizza Extravaganza held July 23.

Asm. Bramnick Speaks
Before Westfield Chamber

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – New Jersey As-
sembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) says
the 21st Legislative District is so
Republican he could probably rob
a bank and lose the Primary Elec-
tion, but win the General Election.

“That’s how Republican this dis-
trict is,” Mr. Bramnick told a lunch-
time gathering of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) at
16 Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro
last week. “That’s not good. Bank
robbers should not be elected offi-
cials.”

Besides stating the obvious, Mr.
Bramnick used the July 22 meeting
of about 40 WACC members to pro-
mote his legislative redistricting
plan, and competition among Re-
publicans and Democrats, saying
the status quo of politically safe
seats makes changing outdated or
counterproductive laws virtually
impossible.

“When you have partisan poli-
tics, and everything is partisan, it’s
very difficult to get anything done,”
said Mr. Bramnick, who along with
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz of
Summit and Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
of Westfield represent the 21st dis-
trict, which includes parts of Union,
Morris and Somerset counties.

Several Democrats already have
dismissed the proposed constitu-
tional amendment, which Mr.
Bramnick first put forth July 14 at a
statehouse press conference. And
since they control the Assembly, 48
to 32, as well as the state Senate, 24

to 16, even Mr. Bramnick realizes
the odds.

Still, the lawmaker is pressing
forward, saying that while only four
of the 40 state districts are competi-
tive, his suggestion would put 15 to
18 in play.

“I always say once you float the
idea in the world of ideas, at least
you get the discussion going,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “It’s unlikely,
though, ‘cause you’re taking away
their seat.’”

Mr. Bramnick, who has been sug-
gested as a possible resident for
Drumthwacket, also praised Gov-
ernor Chris Christie, calling him an
“incredibly viable candidate” for
president of the United States.
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