
Page 8 Thursday, July 31, 2014 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Correction
A story in last week’s issue regard-

ing coverage of the Garwood Bor-
ough Council should have said that,
regarding the widening of Orchard
Brook, “when Cranford residents
along the waterway refused to grant
easements for the project, the town
chose not to condemn the properties
for the right-of-way and the DEP
shelved the plan.” During editing
“town” was mistakenly changed to
Garwood.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ALL OUT...A runner gives it his all as he nears the end of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation sponsored 5K and Pizza Extravaganza held July 23.

Courtesy of John Quattrocchi
CLASSICS…Garwood resident John Quattrocchi, right, and friend, Jack
Savarino, catch up on news in The Westfield Leader at the Raritan River Region
Cadillac LaSalle Club car show recently at Crown Cadillac.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ON YOUR MARK...Hundreds of runners line up at the start of the  Downtown
Westfield Corporation sponsored 5K and Pizza Extravaganza held July 23.

Photo courtesy of  Rich Fortunato
ON HOLD...Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Mickey Marcus, Councilman Bo Vastine
and Councilman Llewellyn Jones visit the pond at Brookside Park to discuss the
remediation work needed. Phase one of the project was to begin this year, however,
the council could not reach an agreement on this year's bond ordinance.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FLOWER POWER…Children enjoy dancing and singing to the kids act on July
24 during the Village Green Summer Concert Series hosted by the Scotch Plains
Cultural Arts Committee. The series continues through Thursday, August 14.

“This is how you lose your liberty,
‘Just give us the power. Don’t worry,
we’re not going to use it.’ If you
aren’t going to use it, why do you
need it?

“What I’m against is messing with
private property of one owner in fa-
vor of private property of another
owner. And that’s what you did to-
night,” Mr. Mathieu said.

The borough clerk will create a
request for proposals to conduct the
study. Without specifying the antici-
pated cost (for fear it would prejudice
the bids), Mr. Nierstedt said it would
be less than $10,000.

In other meeting news, planning
board members memorialized their
previous decision to grant a use vari-
ance, permitting the development of
nine three-story townhomes on
Fourth Avenue, a move that brought
accusations of impropriety.

Mr. Scherer, who voted against the
variance at the May meeting, criti-
cized fellow board member Kathy
Villaggio for not recusing herself from
the vote. Mr. Scherer said that the
property owner, Sandro Villaraut, had
hosted a fund-raising event for Ms.
Villaggio when she ran for council
years ago.

Ms. Villaggio chaired the May 28
planning board meeting when the
vote took place in the absence of
Steve Greet. Ms. Villaggio neither
confirmed nor denied the accusation.

The revelation came after Board
Attorney Donald Fraser, Jr. read a
brief letter from an attorney repre-
senting a resident that had been sent
to the borough clerk earlier that day.
While the letter did not identify the

resident, it came from Westfield
Leader publisher Horace Corbin,
whose property is adjacent to the
proposed townhomes.

The letter was titled Fourth Avenue
Project, Commonly Know (sic) as
“The Hidi Property.”

The letter from attorney John Blake
stated: “My client has asked that I
notify you of his interest in the present
applications before you concerning
the ‘Hidi Property.’ He has advised
me that he wants me to look into the
previous court case involving previ-
ous applications concerning the Hidi
Property.”

Mr. Fraser pointed out that the let-
ter did not specify what the resident
was requesting the planning board do
or not do.

Still, with the letter and Mr.
Scherer’s allegation against Ms.
Villaggio, Mr. Scherer made a mo-
tion to go into executive session.

Mr. Fraser questioned the motion
because the matter did not involve
potential litigation nor personnel. Mr.
Nierstedt said it was a personnel is-
sue, which was challenged by Coun-
cilwoman Ann Tarantino, who spoke
from the floor and accused the mem-
bers of using it as a cover for a discus-
sion that should be held in public.

Members agreed to go into execu-
tive session. Ms. Villaggio and two
others abstained.

When the session ended, the vote
was held with Ms. Villaggio, Gene
Jannotti and Michael Vena approv-
ing the memorialization. The two
other members who voted in favor of
the resolution, Georgia MacIndoe and
Timothy Hak, were absent. Board
members who voted against the reso-
lution were not permitted to vote.

The Villarauts are proposing to
spend more than $5 million to build
the townhomes behind the building
that housed Five Star Catering. The
one-acre linear property is adjacent
to the Brookside Detention Basin in
Cranford and used to be home to
Hidi’s Deli. The community would
be restricted to 55 and up.

While the variance was granted, a
site plan has not been presented to the
board.
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Garwood Planning Bd.

Officer Nazzaro said the program
will start for sixth-grade students dur-
ing their second semester of the 2014-
2015 school year, with 11 lesson plans
ranging from peer and internal pres-
sure to the consequences of smoking
cigarettes and marijuana.

When these students reach the eighth
grade, he said they will have the last
three lessons during the first semester
of the 2016-2017 school year, which
will review what they already learned
and teach them about cough medicine
abuse and other drugs.

“There’s natural, open discussions
and a round table forum instead of
me standing at the front of the class-
room and lecturing at kids,” Officer
Nazzaro said.

Board Member Camille Widdows
questioned whether the police offic-
ers would wear their uniforms while
conducting the program. Officer
Nazzaro agreed with her that wear-
ing street clothes when speaking with

Incumbents Ann Cary and Rosanne
Kurstedt, the current board vice-presi-
dent, did not seek reelection.

On the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, four candidates
filed for two seats representing Scotch
Plains. They are: incumbent Warren
McFall of Wilshire Run, Evan Murray
of Cooper Road and Michele and
Richard Polhamus of Hetfield Av-
enue. Incumbent Douglas Layne did
not seek reelection.

Jeanne Cleary of Belvidere Av-
enue is unopposed in her reelection
bid for the Fanwood seat up this year.

Six candidates filed for three seats
on the Cranford board. They are:
incumbents Michael C. Caulfield of
Cranford Avenue, JoAnn Boyle of
Franklin Avenue and Trevor Shaw of
Denman Road; Lisa Carbone of
Doering Way, Daniel DeMarco of
Rutgers Road and Jacqueline Carr of
Munsee Drive.

In Garwood, four candidates filed
for three seats on the board. They are:
incumbents, Board President Chris-
tine Guerriero of Center Street, Aaron
Watkins of Fourth Avenue, Kimberly
Ficarra of Cedar Street and Linda
Koenig of Fourth Avenue.

Mountainside BOE incumbent
Dante Gioia is unopposed in his re-
election bid for his seat. No one filed
for the second open board seat.

FW Planning Bd. OKs
Addition to Hunter Ave. Home

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The planning
board approved the addition of a
front-entry portico to a home on
Hunter Avenue and briefly dis-
cussed potential zoning enhance-
ments along the South Avenue cor-
ridor last Wednesday.

The board heard testimony from
Karen and Tom Zikas, and reviewed
several exhibits presented by their
architect, Thomas Vierschilling, of
Stonewater Architecture LLC in
Colonia, on the proposed plans to
add 163 square feet of additional
living space to the front of the
family’s English Tudor style home,
located at 88 Hunter Avenue.

In his opening statement, Mr.
Zikas said the application is meant
to help accommodate his growing
family, including four daughters,
ranging in age from 4 to 17.

“We’ve optimized the use of the
house as much as we can. All we’re
looking to do is have a modest mud
room bump out in the front of the
house and that will give us a living
space that’s proportional to the size
of our family,” Mr. Zikas said. He
added that he and his wife are “big
fans” of English Tudors, and that
all accoutrements made, including
antiques collected for display, “will
be true to the nature of the home.”

The construction plans, which
propose extending the front of the
house to 27 feet from the street,
require a variance because the
borough’s zoning code stipulates
30-foot front-yard setbacks. Dale
Flowers, planning board chairman,
noting that the house currently is
set back 35 feet from the street, said
the Zikas family is effectively re-
questing to extend the front of the
home by an additional eight feet,
increasing total lot coverage ap-
proximately 3 percent.

Mr. Vierschilling, referring to a
packet of exhibits, including a pro-
posed demolition plan and a
streetscape depicting the Zikas’
home and adjoining properties, said
the existing foyer, front steps and
two walls would be removed. En-
closing the space around the addi-
tional square footage, “provides the
family with a nice-sized living room
and an entry foyer that will effec-
tively be a mud room,” he said.

Mr. Vierschilling said the con-
struction plans, which included sub-
stantial input from the Zikases, in-
tend that the exterior detailing and
the materials used – stucco, stone
and brick – would all be consistent
with two other nearby Tudor-style
homes.

“We’re all pretty convinced that
it’s really not going to look like an
addition when it’s done, or we’re
hoping that it’s going to look like
it’s always been there,” he said.

Prior to Mr. Zikas’ testimony, Mr.
Flowers, reading comments from a
report produced by the borough’s
environmental commission, said,
“They recommend…add extra

storm water management, since the
buildings and drive(way) are al-
ready over the maximum impervi-
ous cover (allowed). If possible they
can look into removing some im-
pervious cover and adding dry well,
rain garden, rain barrels, or some
other device, as well as replacing
lawn areas with native shrubs,
ground cover and trees. Large tree
in front yard should be preserved if
possible.”

Based on the report’s recommen-
dations, board members Matthew
Juckes, environmental commission
liaison, and Daniel Zucker, advised
installing rain barrels, covered be-
neath the ground in the backyard,
to help capture and prevent addi-
tional rainwater runoff to the street
or to neighboring properties. The
board urged Mr. Vierschilling and
the Zikases to consult with the en-
vironmental commission, Borough
Zoning Officer Raymond Sullivan
and the buildings department to
work out the specific details.

Although the family is not re-
quired by law to install additional
drainage devices, Mr. Flowers said
the board would appreciate that an
extra effort be made to redirect the
water back into the ground.

“Our goal is not to increase it (the
rainwater runoff) on the property.
We have an opportunity to address
it,” Mr. Flowers said.

In response to the board’s com-
ments, Mr. Vierschilling said he an-
ticipates that one or two 50-gallon
rain barrels would suffice to help
mitigate any potential rainwater
runoff and that he would follow up
with Mr. Sullivan. In addition, Mr.
Zikas said he would preserve the
tree in his front yard and replant all
the shrubs.

Board member Dennis Sherry,
who lives in a Tudor-style home
next door to the Zikas family, re-
cused himself from the board’s de-
liberations, but spoke in favor of
the addition during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting.

“What I like most about it is it’s
really keeping with the architecture
of the structure and I thought it was
really well done…it’s really a great
enhancement to the overall struc-
ture,” Mr. Sherry said.

The board unanimously approved
the application with the conditions
for rainwater gathering and dispersal
imposed upon it.

During the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting, the board dis-
cussed possible zoning revisions,
which could aid property transitions
pertaining to the residences across
the street from the A&P Food Store,
located at 105 South Avenue. Board
Attorney Robert Renaud said he
would draft preliminary resolution
language for the board to consider
and discuss at the next meeting.

The next regular planning board
meeting is scheduled for Wednes-
day, August 27, at 7:30 p.m., at
Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.
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Cranford BOE
students would make them more com-
fortable to discuss certain topics.

“Sometimes there’s walls that you
break down when you don’t have the
uniform on,” Officer Nazzaro said.
“One of the biggest parts of this whole
program is to break down the walls.”

Officer Nazzaro said A.L.E.R.T.
also has a survey component to en-
courage conversations between stu-
dents and their parents. He said this
interview format will allow students
to ask their parents about similar chal-
lenges they experienced around the
same age.

“Sometimes that conversation
never comes up and Project
A.L.E.R.T. encourages that conver-
sation,” Officer Nazzaro said.

Officer Nazzaro said the transition
to this program does not cost any-
thing since it is federally funded. He
said A.L.E.R.T. will become a part of
the physical education and health
classes and will be taught by him and
other officers as well as health educa-
tors.

Superintendent Gayle Carrick
agreed that this is a cost effective
program that the schools can adapt to
fit their own schedules and curricu-
lums.

“I think we all agree that D.A.R.E.
has run its course,” Ms. Carrick said.
“I think [A.L.E.R.T.] gives us the lati-
tude to make it into what we want to
make it to be.”

Bramnick said. “It’s unlikely, though,
‘cause you’re taking away their seat.’”

Mr. Bramnick, who has been sug-
gested as a possible resident for
Drumthwacket, also praised Gover-
nor Chris Christie, calling him an “in-
credibly viable candidate” for presi-
dent of the United States.

While commending the second-
term Governor’s “charisma” and tout-
ing him as “smart, quick, funny,” Mr.
Bramnick has been at the sharp end of
the governor’s well-documented barbs
– like in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

Following several days of power
outages in the area, Mr. Bramnick
called Gov. Christie for help. After
he left a voicemail message, the gov-
ernor returned the call, but Mr.
Bramnick could not see from his
phone’s display who it was.

“It’s Chris,” the voice said.
“Who?” Mr. Bramnick said.
The reply, Mr. Bramnick said, was

the “something” governor.
Mr. Christie had only two words

for Mr. Bramnick: Stop whining.
And then he hung up.

Three weeks later, Mr. Bramnick
received a more detailed explana-
tion when he ran into the governor.
One of the nuclear reactors in South
Jersey, which he did not identify,
was not getting enough water to cool
it, a far greater problem. Mr. Christie
had to decide whether to take water
from the bay, but that required a
federal permit.

Mr. Christie instructed the opera-
tors to “forget the permit. Cool down
the reactor.”

After describing the situation to
Mr. Bramnick, the governor then
sarcastically mocked his fellow Re-
publican. “And you’re going like
this: ‘We don’t like our electric.’”

“So you’re careful not to say any-
thing stupid in front of him,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Because he’ll call
you out on it.”
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Bramnick
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Mountainside BOE
Her first goal was referendum over-

sight. The result of goal one was a
successful referendum campaign,
passage of the referendum with more
than 80 percent voting in favor of the
projects and the roofing, lighting and
bathroom projects on schedule.

The second goal was language
arts curriculum development. The
new language arts curriculum has
been implemented because NJASK
test scores were good, but not as
good as surrounding districts, Ms.
Lubarsky said. All materials have
been purchased for the new cur-
riculum and teachers have been
trained.

Goal three was increase revenue
through grants by $2,500.

Mountainside far exceeded its goal
and raised a total of $184,123. Addi-
tional donations were received from
the Parent-Teacher Association
($50,000 this year and $25,000 next
year) and an anonymous donor con-
tribution for technology.

Ms. Lubarsky’s fourth goal was
oversight of strategic plan year one.
This included developing and im-
proving the curriculum, raising more
than $180,000 in grants, continuing
to increase hardware and software
infrastructure, improved teacher
training and improved systems for
communication.

“I didn’t do this all alone,” Ms.
Lubarsky said. “I did it all with the
help of a supportive board.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CALM BEFORE THE STORM...Runners participate in the  Downtown Westfield
Corporation sponsored 5K and Pizza Extravaganza held July 23. The weather
cooperated for the start of the race, but the end of the evening brought heavy rain,
as well as thunder and lightning.
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BOE
Candidates


