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CRANFORD — Representatives
from Winning Strategies, a pub-
lic relations firm, gave a presen-
tation Monday night at the Town-
ship Committee’s workshop
meeting on its efforts to expedite
the process of applying for fund-
ing for the United States Army
Corps of Engineers’ tentatively
selected alternatives for the
flooding reduction efforts along
the Rahway River. A total of $1.2
million is needed to finish the
study, Mike Merola said.

“The corps has laid out three to
five years — our goal is to make
it no longer than three (years),”
Mr. Merola said.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said the 2014 paving project and
partial paving of Lincoln Avenue
and South Avenue will go out to
bid this week.

“Once the paving projects are
underway I want to look at the
stormwater management
projects,” Mr. O’Brien said. He
said he wants to prioritize areas

where recent storms have hit the
hardest.

Ed Davenport of local TV 35
said the station is coming to the
end of its free period with
pegcentral.com, an Internet site
that makes available to the pub-
lic televised videos of township
meetings. To continue with the
service it would cost $235 per
month, he said, which is avail-
able in the studio’s budget.

Resident Derek Brooks of
Buchanan Street asked the town-
ship committee to consider
changing the two-hour parking
limit on Buchanan Street to resi-
dential parking only. He had
started a petition, with 21 names
of area residents, supporting his
proposal.

“I am asking for this ordinance
amendment because of the fact
there is consistent business that
impedes the opportunity for resi-
dents to feel comfortable in park-
ing in their own neighborhood, as
well as the continued propositions
of future developments that are
going in,” Mr. Brooks said.

CF Committee Approves
$5.5-Mil. Bond Ordinance
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CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday approved
on final reading an ordinance to
appropriate $5,455,000 to fund
over $4 million in milling, pav-
ing, and curbing roads, as well as
addressing some drainage issues
of streets; equipment for the
Department of public Works
(DPW), police and fire depart-
ments, and improvements to Lin-
coln, Sherman and Roosevelt
Parks.

Improvements to the munici-
pal building was authorized us-
ing over $1 million in insurance
claims from damages incurred
from Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Droeschers Mill, located on Lin-
coln Avenue East, was desig-
nated a Cranford Historic Land-
mark. The mill is already on the
National Register of Historic
Places.

A resolution was passed to ex-
ecute an agreement and general
release between the township
and former Township Engineer
Richard Marsden, Jr. Engineer
Carl O’Brien has replaced Mr.
Marsden.

The township authorized an
interlocal agreement between the
township and the board of edu-
cation in connection with a school
resource officer. “We are under
constant attack from drugs, al-
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WINNING STRATEGY...Mike Merola, top left, and Kristen Michaels, top
right, of Winning Strategies, discuss the company’s role in expediting the Army
Corps of Engineers’ project along the Rahway River at the Cranford Township
Committee workshop meeting on Monday night.

Cranford Discusses Speeding Up
Army Corps of Engineering Funding

Nearby are the Cranford Cen-
tennial Avenue Pool, Triestina Res-
taurant and a baseball field, he
said. Mr. Brooks also attended last
week’s planning board meeting,
when an application was heard for
a new mixed-use building on the
corner of Centennial Avenue and
Cranford Terrace. The applicant
had proposed residents and pa-
trons of this new development
could use Buchanan Street, among
other streets, to park since the
proposed plan does not provide
sufficient parking according to
township zoning laws.

Cranford Fire Chief Leonard
Dolan discussed the revised hir-
ing, promotion and firing policy of
the fire department. The commit-
tee had asked for the policy to be
consistent, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.

Resident Barbara Krause sug-
gested the development at 555
South Avenue is of flimsy quality,
in what she said appears to be
“frame only” and is “inferior” to
neighboring Garwood, which has
a development using cinderblock.

 “In the past two to three years
we now have 555 South Avenue,
we have Birchwood coming up
and Riverfront already com-
pleted… There is a major shift in
the character of the town. Many
people have noticed this. People
come to Cranford because of the
street trees, and the parks, etc.,”
Mrs. Krause said.

In the beginning of the meeting,
she handed to the committee a
summary of a report by Gary Moll
of Global Ecosystem Center. In
the summary, Mr. Moll discusses
his evaluation of Union County
College’s 4.5 acres of forested
land, where the college had pro-
posed a turf field. His evaluation
says the forested area is very
dense. Should a turf field replace
the trees, he said the stormwater
runoff would double. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


