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Close by is FDR’s presidential li-
brary and museum, the first such li-
brary to be built. The museum in-
cludes 12,000 square feet of exhibit
space containing various artifacts,
papers, memorabilia and interactive
displays from this most consequen-
tial of American presidencies.

About two miles from the
Springwood estate is Val-Kill, the
home of Eleanor Roosevelt, which
she bought at her husband’s urging
so that she could have a life of her
own away from the mayhem of the
presidency—and, just as likely, from
the imperiousness of her mother-in-
law.

The house, while not small, is
charming and set in a more rustic
area than Springwood. Inside, the
public rooms are furnished as they
were when Eleanor lived there. She
often entertained dignitaries, politi-
cians and intellectuals of the 1940s
and 1950s, and it was very easy to
imagine a gathering of influential
folks crowded into the cramped liv-
ing room and discussing the issues of
the day while food was cooked in the
adjacent kitchen.

Not far from Val-Kill is Top Cot-
tage, a small private retreat that FDR
designed to be, as he put, “a small
place to go to escape the mob.” De-
signed to accommodate FDR’s need
for wheelchair accessibility, the mod-
est house—three small bedrooms, a
bathroom a kitchen and a sitting

area—was one of the earliest such
buildings in the U.S., and the first
significant building designed by a
disabled person.

And when you have had your fill of
all things Roosevelt, head south about
a mile down the road to the Culinary
Institute of America (CIA), one of
the world’s premier cooking schools
where some of the globe’s top chefs
have trained. Besides an interesting
tour of the campus’s classrooms and
the kitchens, you can also sit down
for a tasty meal at one of the CIA’s
four public restaurants offering dif-
ferent cuisines from the U.S. and
abroad that give its students the
chance to not only work in the kitchen,
but also gain experience in restaurant
operations and management.

A mile north of the FDR estate is
another one that makes FDR’s prop-
erty pale by comparison. The 54-
room Vanderbilt Mansion, built in
the Beaux-Arts style, was used by
railroad magnate Frederick William
Vanderbilt as a country residence. Its
grand rooms are filled with ornate
furniture and a variety of antiques
and artwork. Vanderbilt’s love of
horticulture is evident in the grounds
and the formal gardens surrounding
the house. A stop at the Vanderbilt
property will transport you back to
the Gilded Age of the late 19th cen-
tury that was dominated by
Vanderbilts and Rockefellers and
Carnegies.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Tammy”
Big Girl Lost

2 popcorns
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Hyde Park

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

In “Tammy,” Ben Falcone’s irrev-
erent, anything goes road comedy,
Melissa McCarthy as the title screw-
up more or less entertainingly asserts
that what’s good for the gander is
good for the goose. Whereas raunchy
free-for-alls like “Old School” (2003)
and “The Hangover” (2009) have
essentially filled the vacuum once so
splendidly occupied by the great
screwball comedies, they are mostly
male dominated. Now, McCarthy
proves she can abash, blunder and
cuss as well as any guy. She is, as the
French say, a piece of work.

Continuing in that vein, dubious
honor or not, she evokes the je ne sais
quoi required to be humorously un-
kempt, disorganized and clueless. But
more importantly, she is oddly en-
dearing, albeit in that loveable loser
context paradigmatically championed
by the late, great John Candy. No
matter what slings and arrows, hard-
ships or inequities are tossed her way,
whether through innocence or igno-
rance, she is convinced of her recti-
tude.

The indignant stubbornness that
blames everyone but herself for her
bad fortune makes it difficult to root
for her at first. Yet in time, owing to
your greater humanity, she grows on
you, inveigling you to add a new card
to your index of political correctness.
Part and parcel of the package is what
is never mentioned. But it’s there all
the same: the proverbial 200 lb.+ co-
medienne in the room.

Myopically unfair as it may be,
the overweight soul, from Oliver
Hardy to Dom DeLuise, who made
his physique a cause célèbre in Anne
Bancroft’s “Fatso” (1980), has en-
graved his bittersweet stereotype in
American film. However, as we now
face an epidemic of obesity, the con-
notation is complicated. Rather than
the victimized outsider, Tammy
doubtlessly strikes a chord with and
wins the empathy of fellow travel-
ers.

But it’s more the greater human
folly we sigh about and laugh at
when, after her car blows up, she
loses her job at the quick burger
joint and then learns her husband is
cheating on her. There she despon-
dently sits at the curb, munching on
some salvaged sliders. Hmm,
methinks this calls for a bonding
excursion with granny.

Now, while the dimension of char-
acterization is usually not as impor-
tant in farce as it is in drama, a gnaw-
ing inconsistency to Tammy wreaks
havoc with the amateur psychologist
in us. When she trudges next door to
her parents’ home petitioning for funds
to hightail it from the scene of her
oppressive failure, we can’t help but
note that mom (Allison Janney) is a
well spoken, pretty much refined lady.
Tammy is crude and uneducated. No
explanation is made...no reference to
bad peer pressure, etc., etc.

Continuing the strange incongruity,
though grandma, played by Susan
Sarandon, is much more of a Peck’s
bad girl than Tammy, she is nonethe-
less intelligent in that worldly way,
and shocked that her granddaughter
hasn’t the faintest idea who Mark
Twain is.

I don’t mean to nitpick like Sid, the
engineer beau who ruined every movie
for my big sister Ann by analyzing it to
death. I hated Sid. But it bears noting
that filmmaker Ben Falcone wants to
have it both ways. When convenient,
the movie is nonsensical in that “Dumb
and Dumber” (1994) style. And when
he wishes to pluck a few heartstrings,
out come the violins.

While such fast and loose direction
won’t tilt the Earth off its axis, there’s
no logical progression between modes.
It’s like giving the answer to a geom-
etry problem without showing the
work.

Thus an especially liberal suspen-
sion of disbelief is required if one
wishes to sit back and enjoy the serio-
comic odyssey pursued by Tammy
and grandma Pearl, Susan Sarandon’s
licentious golden ager whose alcohol-
ism could put her into a coma at any
moment. Oh, don’t worry. Not to spoil
things, but the studio knows you’d be
just slightly bummed out if Tammy
ended her days on skid row.

This is the movies, and as such
there’s a tacit promise: There will be
an epiphany. Hence, further advanc-
ing the subtextual primer on toler-
ance, the duo’s journey ultimately takes
them to a place of reason and order, a
beautiful sprawling manse where doth
reside an oracle in the mortal form of
Pearl’s rich lesbian cousin, Lenore,
played by Kathy Bates. Let the heal-
ing begin.

The implicit, pie-in-the sky thought
is that somewhere rolling around in
Tammy’s gray matter, just waiting to
fall into place and work its magic, is
the good DNA possessed by Pearl and
Lenore. It just needs to be jostled a tad.

What’s amazing is that, while most
tales of personal revelation regale of
a life altering wisdom, Tammy is
suddenly smarter, too. But what’s
more amazing, and a little shameful
to admit in light of my foaming at the
paradoxes, is that none of “Tammy’s”
flaws kept me from laughing.

...
“Tammy,” rated R, is a Warner Bros.

release directed by Ben Falcone and
stars Melissa McCarthy, Susan
Sarandon and Kathy Bates. Running
time: 96 minutes

Liberty Hall Expands
Programming for Children
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FUTURE CHEFS…Children participate in a free cooking demonstration at
Liberty Hall’s weekly Farmer’s Market.

UNION – Liberty Hall Museum at
Kean University will offer an interac-
tive tour of the museum specifically
geared for children ages 7 – 12
throughout the summer. In A Child’s
View of History, offered Tuesdays
and Thursdays now through August
28 (11 a.m., 1 and 3 p.m.), young
people will step back in time and see
the museum through the eyes of its
youngest former occupants: the chil-
dren who resided at Liberty Hall over
the past 240 years. Each room will
feature a variety of artifacts children
are welcome to touch, and tours will
also include outdoor games, activi-
ties and light refreshments. Admis-
sion is $8 per child, and $10 per adult.

“We love offering special tours for
children because it gives them a
chance to see the history we have to
offer on their level,” stated Lacey
Bongard, Liberty Hall’s Coordinator
of Museum Programs. “Plus, the chil-
dren love the fact that this kind of tour
lets them touch items they normally
wouldn’t be able to on a regular tour.”

The museum will also offer its very
first Summer Family Fun Day on
Saturday, July 26, (Noon to 3 p.m.).
“We’re excited to see families enjoy-
ing quality time together and getting a
sense of what fun activities families
would have done together 100 years
ago,” Ms. Bongard continued, noting
that guests would have the opportu-
nity to experience Colonial and Victo-
rian lawn games, a croquet tourna-
ment, relay races, crafts and much
more. Light refreshments will be
served; admission is $12 per child,
and $10 per adult. Reservations can be
made by calling (908) 527-0400.

Liberty Hall’s weekly Farmer’s
Market continues every Thursday
(noon – 7 p.m.), and features Jersey
Fresh produce, bread, wine, cheese,
baked goods, honey, prepared foods,
and natural skin care products, as well
as food trucks. The recently debuted
Junior Farmer’s Club, which meets
the fourth Thursday of every month,
offers children an opportunity to learn
about farming through hands-on ac-
tivities they can take home with them.
At this month’s Club on Thursday,
July 24, children will take home their
own planting starter kits, and learn
how to turn garden beds and plant
basil leaves and sunflowers with Mar-
ket Manager Susan Beddia. Two ses-
sions will be offered: 12:30 – 1:30
p.m. for ages 2-5, and 3:30-4:30 p.m.
for ages 6 and up. Admission is $3 per
child, and reservations are required;
email farmersmarket@kean.edu for
more information.

Adults will enjoy Liberty Hall’s
latest installment in its popular lun-
cheon series, “Dining on the Titanic”
(Saturday, July 19, noon – 3 p.m.).
Inspired by the Kean family’s own
multiple voyages on the Olympic,
the Titanic’s sister ship, this elegant
luncheon invites visitors to step back
in time to the most celebrated of the

ship’s specialty restaurants, the Café
Parisien. Guests will sample a menu
inspired by the Titanic’s bill of fare,
served on replica china from the
ship, while taking in the serene vis-
tas of Liberty Hall’s formal gardens
from the museum’s glass-enclosed
porch, echoing the Café Parisien’s
own sun-lit veranda. Admission is
$55 per person, and includes a guided
tour of “Bon Voyage! 200 Years of
Luxury Travel.” Reservations are re-
quired, as space is limited; addi-
tional dates include August 16, Sep-
tember 13, and November 15.

Finally, reservations are also avail-
able for Liberty Hall’s ongoing Af-
ternoon Tea series, offered the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday of every
month (July 9 and 23) from 2 – 4
p.m. In the grand tradition of Mary
Alice Kean, Liberty Hall’s last offi-
cial resident, this exquisite tradi-
tional tea service features a selec-
tion of scones, assorted pastries, tra-
ditional finger sandwiches, and fresh
fruit. Admission is $40, and includes
a guided tour of Bon Voyage! 200
Years of Luxury Travel. Reserva-
tions are required by calling (908)
527-0400 or emailing
libertyhall@kean.edu.

Liberty Hall Museum is proud to
participate in Blue Star Museums, a
collaboration between the National
Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star
Families, the Department of Defense,
and more than 2,000 museums across
America to offer free admission to
the nation’s service members, in-
cluding National Guard and Reserve,
and their families through Labor
Day, Monday, September 1. Leader-
ship support has been provided by
MetLife Foundation through Blue
Star Families. For more informa-
tion, visit arts.gov/national/blue-
star-museums.

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean Uni-
versity chronicles more than 240
years of American history. The mu-
seum also houses extensive collec-
tions of furniture, ceramics, textiles,
toys and tools owned by seven gen-
erations of the Livingston and Kean
families. The Firehouse Museum,
built in 2004, houses three antique
fire engines, including a rare 1911
American LaFrance Metropolitan
Steam Engine. Tours of Liberty Hall
run Monday – Saturday from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the hour; the last
tour departs at 3 p.m. General ad-
mission is $10 for adults, $8 for
Kean alumni, and $6 for children
and seniors. Kean students and fac-
ulty are free.

For reservations and further infor-
mation, call (908) 527-0400, e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

Liberty Hall Museum is made pos-
sible in part through funding from
The New Jersey Historical Commis-
sion, a division of the Department of
State.

OUTSTANDING…Adrian Lam of Westfield displays the medal he received for
Outstanding Presenter in his group last month, at the annual 4-H Public
Presentation Contest at Rutgers University.

NJWA Summer Symphony Orchestra
Performs in Concert July 22

FREE CONCERT…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Summer Symphony
Orchestra, celebrating its 15th year, will perform a free concert at Zion Lutheran
Church in Clark on Tuesday, July 22.

Paper Mill Showcases
Talented Students

MILLBURN — Paper Mill Play-
house announced it will present
more than 120 of the region’s most
talented young performing artists
from Paper Mill Playhouse’s Sum-
mer Musical Theatre Conservatory
in a fully produced, original con-
cert on the Paper Mill mainstage
titled “New Voices of 2014: Oh,
What a Night!”

Members of the competitive Con-
servatory who earned coveted spots
in the Senior, Junior Plus, and Jun-
ior Companies (ages 10-18) are di-
rected and choreographed by Paper
Mill Playhouse’s professional ar-
tistic staff in this concert which is
the culmination of the five-week
program.

Also appearing are numerous
winners and nominees of the 2014
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
Awards who won scholarships to
attend the Conservatory.

Performances of New Voices of
2014: Oh, What a Night will be held
on Friday, August 1, at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, August 2, at 1:30 and 7:30
p.m. Single tickets range in price
from $25 to $45. Tickets may be
purchased by calling (973) 376-4343,
online at www.papermill.org, or visit
the Paper Mill Playhouse Box Office
at 22 Brookside Drive in Millburn.

This year’s New Voices is a tribute

to the magical shows and unforget-
table moments that made us fall in
love with the American musical.

The Paper Mill Playhouse Sum-
mer Musical Theatre Conservatory
is a program of rigorous study al-
lowing students to enhance their in-
dividual performance potential while
developing a broad base of theater
experience and knowledge. Students
participate in intensive classes in-
cluding musical theater perfor-
mance, acting, dance, and improvi-
sation, while also attending guest
workshops led by professional ac-
tors, directors, and casting agents.
The final weeks are devoted to re-
hearsals for the New Voices Con-
cert, performed annually on the Pa-
per Mill Playhouse stage. The Con-
servatory offers the unique opportu-
nity for gifted and talented young
performers to work at their own level
and challenge themselves to achieve
new goals and learn new skills. Key
to the curriculum is the develop-
ment of self discipline, respect, and
a commitment to excellence that will
serve these young artists throughout
their lives.

Students from Paper Mill
Playhouse’s Conservatory have gone
on to appear in numerous Broadway
productions, film, television, and re-
gional theater.

CLARK — Audience members
who would like to hear “A Little
Night Music” or rejoice in the fact
that weather elements could be lim-
ited to the “Thunder and Lightning
Polka” should attend the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Summer Sym-
phony Orchestra Concert, which will
take place on Tuesday, July 22, at
7:30 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church,
559 Raritan Road, Clark.

This intergenerational orchestra,
directed by Janet Lyman, will per-
form the music of Strauss, Mozart,
Bizet and Haydn. Among the selec-
tions will be “Overture to Die
Fledermaus,” the “Emperor Waltz,”
the “Radetzky March,” the “Magic
Flute,” music from “Carmen,” and
“Symphony No. 94 – The Surprise.”

Ms. Lyman, who has led the group
of talented players for the past 15
years, commented that, “I am hon-
ored to be the conductor of our Sum-
mer Symphony. Our string section
has proven to be an asset to the Sym-
phony. Wait until you hear our Sym-
phony. It will be awesome!”

The musical event is free and open
to the public. There is ample parking
in the Zion Lutheran Church parking
lot.

For more information, visit their
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, call (908) 789-9696 or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

The Summer Symphony Orches-
tra is an ensemble of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, a non-profit
501(c)3 organization.

NEW VOICES...Paper Mill Playhouse announced it will present more than 120
of the region’s most talented young performing artists from Paper Mill Playhouse’s
Summer Musical Theatre Conservatory in a fully produced, original concert on
the Paper Mill mainstage entitled “New Voices of 2014: Oh, What a Night!”
including Westfielders Duncan Cook, left, and Emma Stern, above.

Westfield Community Band
Presents ‘Summer Pops’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Band, under the direction
of Dr. Thomas Connors, concludes its
102nd Summer Concert Series with a
program of contemporary popular
music entitled “Summer Pops” on
Thursday, July 17, at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park.

From the band’s library of tradi-
tional band literature, the program will
feature Hugh Stuart’s 1969 composi-
tion, “Three Ayres from Gloucester,”
written in the style of an early English
folk song. Also featured is “Gazebo
Portraits,” a 2003 composition by
Charles Booker, Jr., which celebrates
the sounds and mood of a traditional
outdoor band concert. The band also
performs Hadyn Wood’s 1933 com-
position, “Mannin Veen.”

From the era of popular music, the
band performs John Higgins’ medley
of big band era favorites, “Big Band
Signatures,” as well as “Tony Bennett
Unplugged.” celebrating Tony
Bennett’s 1994 live performance on
MTV. Completing the program will
be “Music from The Lion King,” with
music by Elton John from the long
running Broadway hit play.

The band rehearses each Wednes-
day evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in
the Community Room in the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street. The band’s membership in-
cludes musicians from age 16 to age
86, including many active and retired
music educators. Under the music di-
rection of Dr. Thomas Connors, direc-
tor of Instrumental Music Studies and
an assistant professor of music educa-
tion at Kean University, the band per-
forms a wide variety of concert band
literature, including many contempo-
rary compositions.

Experienced area musicians who
are interested in a position with the
band should contact band president
Barry Rosenberg at (908) 337-9073
or email the band at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

The band’s Summer Concert Se-
ries is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department, Bruce
Kaufman, Director. Chairs and blan-
kets are recommended. In the event
of rain, the concert will take place in
the Westfield Community Room, lo-
cated in the Westfield Municipal
Building.

Students Share a Passion for Juggling,
Basketball, Robotics and Voice

UNION COUNTY – Four students
shared the energetic diversity of Union
County with their peers from across
New Jersey last month, as they partici-
pated in the annual 4-H Public Presen-
tation Contest at Rutgers University in
New Brunswick.

The four were selected for the state-
wide contest from a pool of 41 partici-
pants in the Union County 4-H public
speaking event held earlier this year.

A total of 180 New Jersey 4-H mem-
bers participated in the statewide con-
test. The members from Union County
were:

Kyle Grant, Basketball, ninth grade,
Union; Adrian Lam, The Art of Jug-
gling, ninth grade, Westfield. Adrian
was awarded the medal for Outstand-
ing Presenter in his group; Vivek
Sreenivasan, Robotics for Fun, ninth
grade, Westfield and Angela Waldmann,
Vocal Performance of “Let it Go” and
History of Song, eighth grade, Roselle.

4-H Public Presentations is a youth
development program of the statewide
Rutgers Cooperative Extension, de-

signed to provide students with experi-
ence in creating and delivering a public
talk. 4-H members from grades 8-12
who received a score of excellent on
their county presentation were eligible
to attend the statewide event.

Union County 4-H is run by the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County, supported in part by the
Freeholder Board.

The clubs are open to all Union
County students in grades one through
12. Popular clubs include archery, Lego
robotics, anime, cooking, horticulture,
and living history.

The 4-H activity season runs concur-
rently with the school year and an Open
House is held each September to help
students match their interests with a
club. For more details and an Open
House invitation, visit ucnj.org/rce.

For additional information contact
4-H Agent James Nichnadowicz at
(908) 654-9854 or
Nichnadowicz@njaes.rutgers.edu, or
visit the Extension online at ucnj.org/
rce.

Reading is good for you!
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