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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Impalpable – That which cannot be

felt
2. Siccative – Causing to dry
3. Pungar – A crab
4. Salto – In music, a skip

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TUSSICULAR
1. Twining about; twisting
2. Pertaining to a cough
3. Full of life; very lively
4. Formed like a fan

KAME
1. A low mound or hill composed of

sand, gravel, etc.
2. Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Brittle
4. A small brook or rivulet

PULE
1. To run abandon; decamp
2. Covered with a hairy substance or

wool
3. A type of sweet onion
4. To whine, cry, whimper

KEB
1. Playful; sportive
2. Untidiness; filth
3. Scottish for a tic or sheep louse
4. A pustule or pimple

Deadline Approaches for
School Board Candidacy

Mark Friedman Seeking Reelection
To Westfield Board of Education

Community Band
Article Had Errors

Regarding the July 10th article in
“Arts and Entertainment” about the
Community Band concert last night.
I’m sure the music was great, but
there are two errors I bring to your
attention:

1. von Suppe’s overture is the Light
CAVALRY, not Calvary.

2. It was not the theme of the Lone
Ranger TV show. That was the Will-
iam Tell Overture.

Whatever happened to proof read-
ers and fact checkers?

Marvin Kaplan
Westfield

Frazee House Project Delayed
By Defeat of SP Capital Budget

Mr. Fortunato, Why Don’t You Support
Lower Scotch Plains’ Cap Budget?

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Frazee committee has been work-
ing hard behind the scenes to get the
Frazee property ready for use as a
park. It appeared that 2014 was going
to be the year that residents finally
saw visible progress.

Before much can be done with the
land, some contaminated soil needs
to be removed. The money for this
contamination removal was in this
year’s capital bond ordinance. Be-
cause Mayor Glover and Council-
woman Gialanella voted against the
capital bond ordinance, the ordinance
did not pass. Every capital project in
town was stopped abruptly.

While Glover and Gialanella play
politics with the bond ordinance,
projects big and small have been de-

layed. The Frazee Park was going to
have walking paths and be useable as
a park by the end of this summer.
That schedule has already been post-
poned for a few months, and if the
capital bond ordinance is not passed
soon, the park improvements may
have to be postponed for at least a
year.

For the sake of projects for the
police department, the fire depart-
ment, public works and many more
including the Frazee property, I ask
Mayor Glover and Councilwoman
Gialanella to vote for the capital bond
ordinance so that these many impor-
tant projects can proceed.

Bill McClintock
FSP Rotary Frazee House Board

Scotch Plains

Upon hearing outlandish state-
ments that bared no resemblance to
the truth, President Reagan would
often say when responding to such,
and I quote, “there you go again.” Mr.
Fortunato, I was hoping we had heard
enough of you and your sour com-
mentary. Since it is clear we have not,
let me add to the President’s quote,
shame on you, again! As a parent, I
believe the utmost responsibility of
parenting is to set good examples of
conduct, and that begins with telling
the truth, so when I read your letter to
the editor, I was disappointed in what
you had written, since I would like to
believe you can discern fact from
fiction. Therefore, I will attribute your
commentary as being nothing more
than politically motivated and for the
sole purpose of misinforming the
public and to cover the vast ongoing
failures of the local Scotch Plains’
Tea/Republican Party.

For the records, Mayor Glover and
Councilwoman Gialanella pushed for
and passed the lowest municipal tax
increase in over 12 years over the
outlandish objections of councilman
Vastine who asserted he would vote
against it, depriving the local taxpay-
ers a break, because he claimed it
would reap havoc to the township’s
future finances. Well, as Mayor
Glover so accurately asserted, it
wouldn’t and didn’t. Upon reviewing
this year’s budget and the town’s fi-
nances, and contrary to Mr.

Fortunato’s assertions, Mayor Glover
and Councilwoman Gialanella voted
for no municipal tax increase this
year. Now I’m not sure what new
math Mr. Fortunato subscribes to, but
a “0” increase would have been bet-
ter for Scotch Plains homeowners,
who like all of us have seen their
taxes rise year after year coupled
with a deterioration in basic munici-
pal services. Mr. Fortunato, as for
your objection, to the Mayor’s and
Councilwoman’s vote against the
capital ordinance that would have
added an additional $1,500,000 in
debt to the municipality, a double
shame on you, I thought you were the
party of fiscal responsibility, so why
would you criticize their position to
object to cut unnecessary appropria-
tions to lower this significant tax-
payer liability?

Finally, in response to your issue
regarding civility on the council, I
will respond by saying to you “to
thine own self be true.” Mr. Fortunato
anyone who has attended or watched
a council meeting over the last three
years can plainly see that the mean
spirited behavior, lack of civility and
unwillingness to work together for
the benefit of all the citizens rests
clearly and firmly in the corner of the
local Tea/Republican Party.

Kimberley Nix
Scotch Plains

The New Jersey School Boards
Association reminds citizens that the
deadline for filing for board of edu-
cation candidacy in this year’s No-
vember General Election is 4 p.m.,
Monday, July 28.

More than 4,800 New Jerseyans
are currently helping to lead their
communities’ schools, and represent
the interests of children and taxpay-
ers, by serving as board of education
members. In 513 public school dis-
tricts throughout the state, residents
now have the opportunity to join them
by seeking office in school board
elections.

New Jersey’s 4,800 board mem-
bers are the largest group of elected
officials in the state, responsible for
decisions affecting the operation of
more than 2,400 public schools and
the education of over 1.37 million
children.

School board membership is non-
partisan. State law requires that all
school board nominating petitions
for the November 4 election be deliv-
ered to the appropriate county clerk
by 4 p.m. on July 28. While in previ-
ous years, all school board elections
were held separately, in April, recent
state law allows communities to con-
duct elections for school board seats
during the November General Elec-
tions. Most New Jersey school boards
have opted for the November elec-
tion date.

Education is vital to the quality of

life in New Jersey; and local school
boards have a direct impact on edu-
cational quality.  However, school
board membership is not easy, and
the job is not for everyone. The issues
facing our public schools require a
strong commitment of time and en-
ergy by all who are elected to their
local school boards.

If you find satisfaction in serving
your community, and have a sincere
interest in education and the well-
being of your community’s children,
I urge you to consider running for
school board office.

Information about school board
candidacy - including a county-by-
county listing of information, impor-
tant dates in the school election pro-
cess, and online video briefings ex-
plaining what candidates can expect
if elected to the school board - is
available at www.njsba.org/candi-
dacy www.njsba.org/candidacy.

Individuals elected to their school
boards in November will begin ser-
vice in January.

The New Jersey School Boards
Association is a federation of 581
local boards of education and in-
cludes 81 charter school associate
members. NJSBA provides training,
advocacy and support to advance
public education and promote the
achievement of all students through
effective governance.

John Bulina
NJSBA President

I have served on the Westfield
school board since April 2011 and I
would like to continue to be a part of
the good work that this district is
doing on behalf of 6,300 students. I
will be running for a new term in the
November elections.

I ran for my first term because I
wanted to give back to the commu-
nity. Both of my kids were close to
graduating from high school (they
are now rising juniors in college) and
many of you asked me why I wanted
to take on this responsibility. It was a
pretty simple answer. There had been
many before me who had put in the
time and effort so that my kids could
benefit from a great school experi-
ence. I want to make sure that the kids
who are in school now and the ones
who will be with us for years to come,
will have the same, perhaps even
better, opportunities than my kids
had.

The current board is a group of
hard working, dedicated people. The
mix of experiences is outstanding —
we have long serving members, and

many newer ones. We have attor-
neys, and educators and business
people. We come together on behalf
of the entire community, not just those
people who have children in the
schools. We all fund the schools so
everyone should be equally repre-
sented and we work hard to make
decisions that will be in the best inter-
ests of everyone involved.

I am currently serving as the chair-
man of the finance committee, and a
member of the technology and facili-
ties committees. Over the last three-
and-half years, this board has contin-
ued to work within the budget con-
straints that we have, yet we have
been able to find ways to invest in our
infrastructure. We are deep into the
repair of much of the district’s roofs,
we have invested in technology and
we continue to work with the excel-
lent teachers and other staff to help
them develop their own skills so that
they can better serve our students.

I am running again because there is
much more to do. I continue to speak
with other board members and the

administration about our need to take
a longer-term view of what we are
doing so that we can be better pre-
pared for three and five and 10 years
into the future. We live in the world of
a 2 percent budget cap each year and
that limits what we can do unless we
find other ways of executing our strat-
egy. I believe that we are good at cost
control, but we must look for alterna-
tive methods of bringing the out-
standing services that we currently
provide in the future. Costs are al-
ways going up and we cannot con-
tinue to pass these costs along to the
taxpayer.

With your support and three more
years, we certainly will be able to
continue to improve on what is al-
ready one of the most outstanding
school districts in New Jersey. This
has been a very rewarding experi-
ence and I would like to continue to
contribute.

Mark Friedman
Candidate for Reelection

Westfield Board of Education

We Urge Community Members to
Run for Westfield of Education

July 28th is the last day for inter-
ested community members to file their
signed petition to run for the board of
education. As retiring board mem-
bers, we wanted to take this opportu-
nity to thank the community for al-
lowing us to serve and to encourage
others to consider serving.

Sitting on the board of education is
a great way to be connected to the
community and to your child’s edu-
cation. For those of you who do not
follow the board’s activities, we are a
nine-member, policy-setting board
who serve for three-year terms. We
hold two public meetings per month
and participate in committee meet-
ings.

Being involved at this level allows
you to positively impact your own
children and all of the children in the
district. By working closely with Dr.

Dolan, the central staff, building prin-
cipals, and supervisors, you will come
to understand the running of the dis-
trict from both an educational per-
spective and the taxpayer perspec-
tive.

The board works on issues con-
cerning the policies that govern our
district, finance, curriculum, main-
taining our facilities, technology,
personnel, long range planning and
legislation. We determine the district’s
educational goals with input and data
from the administration. We review
enrollment each year to maintain
small class size. In addition, we ne-
gotiate all district contracts, includ-
ing those we have with our teachers
and administrators.

We urge community members to
consider learning more and picking
up a petition in the business
administrator’s office. July 28th is
just around the corner and Westfield
needs good people to do this impor-
tant work for the 6,300 students in
our district. Again, thank you for
having us.

Ann Ormsby Cary
Rosanne Kurstedt

Westfield BOE Members

Re: Rejigging of
Legislative Boundaries

We have 40 legislative districts with
three members representing the same
people. Three out of five times in a de-
cade they all run as a “team’ or a “slate.”
Only, at most, have three districts re-
turned members of different parties in
recent times. Except in special vacancy
elections, do any really run in a one-to-
one contest? Some may say that the Sena-
tors always run one-to-one, yet the spread
between the votes cast for Senate and
Assembly is not significant in the parti-
san columns in Union County, at least.

Possible alternatives are a 120 district
unicameral legislature with one repre-
sentative per. Another may be the split-
ting of districts to create 80 for the As-
sembly with only one representative per.
Tandem this with a Senate district still
remaining the same yet change the term
to a five-year term (end that eccentric
two-four-four year pattern) starting with
year ending in “2” in a decade after the
census (Assembly would remain in odd
years). All candidacies would not be Lego
block affairs.

The rather unseen ghost in the system
is the difference between the population
in a district and those actually registered
to vote (and those exercising that fran-
chise). c.27K voters showed for the 20th
Legislative District (LD) in 2013, while
the 21st LD and 22nd LD had c.39K and
c.42K, respectively! The 20th has held
the title over the years as the least regis-
tered district (higher proportion of age
related and citizenship disabilities?). That
may require a unique interpretation of
what constitutes “one man, one vote.”
Yet, we do it in establishing polling dis-
tricts that produce county committee men
and women!

Whether or not this could change the
balance in Trenton would be up to those
with extreme computer modeling skills
and resources. From a pragmatic view,
representatives would run in primaries
and general elections on their own merits
and not shielded by being in tandem with
a stronger partner. We may have stronger
quality candidates as a result. Added value
is a smaller constituency to serve for the
Assembly person!

Roger Stryeski
Chairman

Roselle Republican Committee

Lawsuits Available Online
May Help Stop the Nonsense

Anyone in Union County who wants to get a copy
of land records can do so online through the Union
County clerk’s website. The first page of the docu-
ment, such as a mortgage or deed, is free — with a
fee after that charged to the user’s credit
card.

Many towns have made online ser-
vices available to pay for everything
from permits or parking tickets and
accident reports to downloading forms
such as for recreation programs. But if
someone wants a copy of a lawsuit,
they must either go to the Union County
Courthouse or the jurisdiction in which the case was
filed. Lawsuits filed in state Superior Court are not
available online. Opinions issued at the Appellate
level as well as in New Jersey Supreme Court are
available online.

With countless lawsuits being filed against towns,
the county and school boards, in our opinion, these
records should be readily accessible online for the
public. Such access could pay for itself, as many
citizens would likely take advantage of this re-

source.
Unlike ordinances, resolutions, etc. that are avail-

able through New Jersey’s Open Public Records
(OPRA) law, court lawsuits can only be picked up in

person. Given that we are living in the
24/7 Age, we believe government must
increase accessibility of records and
services to the public outside of normal
business hours.

Taxpayers always get stuck with the
bill of lawsuits. They have the right to
know when their governments are be-
ing sued. In our view, there must be

more transparency when it comes to the cost of
litigation, settlements and legal fees.

So much energy is wasted with frivolous lawsuits.
Too many unjust settlements are conceded over
concern for the cost of justice.

Perhaps with greater exposure, prevaricators hop-
ing to harvest the system would be too embarrassed
to do so.

Now, explain why we need so many lawyers and
why just because it’s legal doesn’t make it right.

See more letters on page 5

DEREK JETER,
CLASS ACT!


