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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

regular meeting agenda include one
for the county’s employee tuition re-
imbursement program with Kean
University. The program is for a cer-
tificate in public administration in
the undergraduate program, certifi-
cate in public management in the
graduate program, and certificate in
public management enhancement in
the master’s program.

Norman Albert, director of admin-
istrative services, said six county em-
ployees will participate in the pro-
gram this year. He said the cost for
the county is $30,000, which is down
$5,000 from last year. Per a question
from Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Mohamed Jalloh, Mr. Norman said
employees must stay in the program
for two years. If they leave the pro-
gram prior to that they have to reim-
burse the county. Also, in answering
an inquiry from Freeholder Linda
Carter, he said county employees are
required to pass the courses. He said
reimbursement of tuition, books and
expenses for county employees range
from 50 to 75 percent depending on
the program.

The board also is set to vote on a
$136,000, one-year contract to T&M
Associates of Middletown to provide
workplace health and safety compli-
ance and consulting services. County
Manager Al Faella said the program
is being done, “to ensure that our
employees are adequately trained on
a regular basis.” He said the program
will save the county money by reduc-
ing accidents.

Freeholder Hudak added that pre-
ventative measures taken by the
county will improve the county’s risk
assessment which, in turn, will keep
the county’s health insurance costs
under control.

The board also is set to vote on five
contracts totaling $210,000 to pro-
vide temporary staffing at Runnells
Specialized Hospital, a facility which
is being sold to Center Management
Group of Flushing, N.Y. for $26 mil-
lion. The transfer of the facility is
expected to be completed by Wednes-
day, October 1.

Sandra Adour, acting administra-
tor at Runnells, said Runnells has had
a number of employees retire or take
medical leaves with others out sick or
having left for other employment op-
portunities as the long-term care fa-
cility is being sold to a private com-
pany. She said the companies, Hori-
zon Healthcare Staffing of Marlboro,
Delta-T Group of Woodbridge,
Maxim Healthcare Services of
Parsippany, and Bayada Home Health
Care, Inc. and Ortho Care, Inc., both
of Westfield, will be used if emergen-
cies occur in terms of staffing short-
ages. Ortho Care provides such things
as splints and braces.

Each agency offers different types
of services such as nurses, nursing
aides, or experience working in a
psychological facility. Ms. Adour said
the money will only be spent if any of
the agencies are utilized.

The board additionally is set to
vote on a $10,000 contract with Bauch
Hatfield, LLC of Springfield to rep-
resent Runnells in a lawsuit filed by
Barbara Egger, president of Health
Professionals and Allied Employees,
the nurses union at Runnells. The suit
includes over 40 plaintiffs.

On another matter, the board is set
to vote to adopt an ordinance to give
2-percent raises to department heads
retroactive to January 1 of this year. A
public hearing will be held before the
vote.
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Union County Freeholders

Photo courtesy of Bruce Paterson
POWER AND BEAUTY...Bruce Paterson of Garwood shares The Westfield
Leader with a Clydesdale while on a recent trip to St. Louis, Mo.

Photo courtesy of Bruce Paterson
MODERN ARCHITECTURE...The Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Mo. towers over
Kris Adams of Garwood and The Westfield Leader.

CF Discusses Speeding Up
Army Corps Funding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Representatives
from Winning Strategies, a public
relations firm, gave a presentation
Monday night at the Township
Committee’s workshop meeting on
its efforts to expedite the process of
applying for funding for the United
States Army Corps of Engineers’ ten-
tatively selected alternatives for the
flooding reduction efforts along the
Rahway River. A total of $1.2 million
is needed to finish the study, Mike
Merola said.

“The corps has laid out three to five
years — our goal is to make it no
longer than three (years),” Mr. Merola
said.

Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said the 2014 paving project and par-
tial paving of Lincoln Avenue and
South Avenue will go out to bid this
week.

“Once the paving projects are un-
derway I want to look at the
stormwater management projects,”
Mr. O’Brien said. He said he wants to
prioritize areas where recent storms
have hit the hardest.

Ed Davenport of local TV 35 said
the station is coming to the end of its
free period with pegcentral.com, an
Internet site that makes available to
the public televised videos of town-
ship meetings. To continue with the
service it would cost $235 per month,
he said, which is available in the
studio’s budget.

Resident Derek Brooks of Buchanan
Street asked the township committee
to consider changing the two-hour
parking limit on Buchanan Street to
residential parking only. He had started
a petition, with 21 names of area resi-
dents, supporting his proposal.

“I am asking for this ordinance
amendment because of the fact there
is consistent business that impedes the
opportunity for residents to feel com-
fortable in parking in their own neigh-

borhood, as well as the continued
propositions of future developments
that are going in,” Mr. Brooks said.

Nearby are the Cranford Centen-
nial Avenue Pool, Triestina Restau-
rant, and a baseball field, he said. Mr.
Brooks also attended last week’s plan-
ning board meeting, which heard an
application for a new mixed-use build-
ing on the corner of Centennial Av-
enue and Cranford Terrace. The appli-
cant had proposed residents and pa-
trons of this new development could
use Buchanan Street, among other
streets, to park since the proposed
plan does not provide sufficient park-
ing according to township zoning laws.

Cranford Fire Chief Leonard Dolan
discussed the revised hiring, promo-
tion, and firing policy of the fire de-
partment. The committee had asked
for the policy to be consistent, Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor said.

Resident Barbara Krause suggested
the development at 555 South Avenue
is of flimsy quality, in what she said
appears to be “frame only” and is
“inferior” to neighboring Garwood,
which has a development using
cinderblock.

 “In the past two to three years we
now have 555 South Avenue, we have
Birchwood coming up and Riverfront
already completed… There is a major
shift in the character of the town.
Many people have noticed this. People
come to Cranford because of the street
trees, and the parks, etc.,” Mrs. Krause
said.

In the beginning of the meeting, she
handed to the committee a summary
of a report by Gary Moll of Global
Ecosystem Center. In the summary,
Mr. Moll discusses his evaluation of
the Union County College’s 4.5 acres
of forested land, where the college
had proposed a turf field. His evalua-
tion says the forested area is very
dense. Should a turf field replace the
trees, he said the stormwater runoff
would double.

into solutions to alleviate the hot play-
ground equipment at Ponderosa Park
that occurred during last summer’s
heat wave. Mr. Poerio said a letter
from the county freeholders pointed
to two possible solutions: the planting
of trees that would shade the equip-
ment and the installation of an over-
head structure that would serve a simi-
lar purpose. Mr. Poerio estimated the
trees would cost about $20,000 and
would take a number of years to grow
large enough to serve their purpose.
The structure, essentially a large sail-
boat-type sail, would cost about
$120,000, he guessed, and would likely
involve some degree of construction
work that could hamper patrons’ abil-
ity to use the facility. It is also unclear,
he added, whether the county or the
township would pay for either of the
options.
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Fanwood Council

Centennial Mixed-Use Plan
Draws Board Concerns

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The planning board
continued its hearing last Wednesday
on the application of Emanuel Nimrud,
who is seeking permission to construct
a three-story building with retail on the
first floor and six apartments on the
second and third floors at 496 Centen-
nial Avenue, in a B-3 Zone. The hear-
ing will be carried to the Wednesday,
August 20 board meeting.

After the board expressed concerns
with aspects of the plan, the applicant
had the plans revised, said Gerry
Kitsopoulos, attorney for the appli-
cant. Additionally, the revised plan
changed the apartment layout from six,
two-bedroom units to four, one-bed-
room units and two, two-bedroom units,
in an effort to alleviate parking con-
cerns, Mr. Kitsopoulos said.

The applicant is proposing 10 park-
ing spots, where 20 are needed under
the ordinance. The building was pro-
posed to be moved three feet to the
right to make room for an easement
for maintenance to the building on the
adjoining property line. By shifting
the building to the right, a support
beam originally in the parking area
was moved to a handicapped aisle to
negate any concerns of cars navigat-
ing around the beam into a parking
space. The on-site detention basin
planned for the site would also now
have an extra line connected to the
township’s stormwater management
system for overflow.

A soil study was conducted by Nejm
Jundi, a professional engineer hired by
the applicant. Mr. Jundi said he exca-
vated 12 feet below the surface and
found the soil to be dense and to have a
percolation rate of 0 at 11 feet down. “It
will empty .2 inches per hour,” Mr.
Jundi said, which is one inch every five
hours. He said that is less than usual.

“The overflow is a concern if we are
not getting the percolation rates,” Town-
ship Engineer Carl O’Brien said.

Mr. Kitsopoulos said the applicant
will comply with what the township
engineer requests be done onsite for
storm water management.

The plans submitted increase the
pervious surface from 3,235 square
feet to 6,285 square feet from the pre-
vious owner who was there, Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

The applicant also added more light-
ing and added shields to the lights.
Andrew Ruskulus, a nearby resident,
had concerns about the lighting shin-
ing into the adjacent residential prop-
erty.

Bahman Rzadme, traffic engineer
and civil engineer, conducted two ad-
ditional parking surveys of the area
since the last meeting. He said there
were 67 available on-street parking
spots in the surrounding area. Mr.
Rzadme said he considered McLellan
Street, Buchanan Place, Cranford Ter-
race and Centennial Avenue. He in-
cluded eight spots on the easterly side
of Cranford Terrace, which residents
and the board said was considered a no-
parking area.

The board also had concerns with
the safety of residents having to walk
across Centennial Avenue, which they
said is a busy street and does not have
painted crosswalks where the building
would be situated, from Buchanan Place
or McLellan Street.

Area residents showed concerns re-
garding on-street parking in an area
which, they say, currently is congested
with cars parked on the street.

The applicant is proposing a shared-
parking agreement with the business
and the residents. Township Planner
Victor Furmanec asked what time the
shared parking would be extended to
residents of the building. Mr. Rzadme
said residents would be able to use the
parking lot after 6 p.m. Monday through
Saturday.

Board Secretary Kevin Illing had
brought to light that the applicant needed
to amend the application and seek a
design waiver for the parking lot to be
25 feet from the front property line.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr presents
a framed drawing of the old Fanwood train station to Louise Meyler, 93, of
Fanwood after she was honored as the borough’s “Volunteer of the Month”
during ceremonies at the council meeting Tuesday night. Each honoree gets
a framed print for their service to the borough. Ms. Meyler was one of the
founders many years ago of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church’s Thrift Shop
and continues to work there.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
GOOD AS GOLD…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr gives Girl Scout Megan
Voorhees, left, a hand after honoring several Scouts with Gold Awards during
ceremonies at the council meeting in Fanwood Tuesday night. Also pictured are
Charlotte Peach, second from left, Meghan Costello, second from right, and
Jessica Fugett, right. Megan was honored for establishing a “Career Exploration
Day” for students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Charlotte was hon-
ored for developing and implementing a seven-week art therapy program at The
Chelsea in Fanwood. Meghan was honored for partnering with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Enrichment Fund to create a festival to showcase students’
and adults’ musical talents. Jessica was honored for organizing a Health Fair for
area residents. Shannon Burns and Jessica Banasiak also were honored but were
unable to attend the ceremony.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BIG SHOT...Wade Preston and the Movin’ Out Band, a Billy Joel cover band,
entertains the crowd during the Village Green Summer Concert Series on July 10
at Alan Augustine Park in Scotch Plains, sponsored by the Scotch Plains Cultural
Arts Committee.
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Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
during her report on public safety, said
she is especially concerned upon learn-
ing that some other countries, includ-
ing France and Germany, have im-
posed moratoriums on fracking. Ms.
Mitchell, who attended a June commu-
nity meeting in Fanwood hosted by the
New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra Club,
which has denounced the project, said
the views of the environmental organi-
zation and those of Pilgrim are “two
very diverse opinions.”

“Somehow we need to find the
middle ground here,” Ms. Mitchell said.

During the public works committee
report, Donald Norbut, a T&M Associ-
ates engineer, filling in for Borough
Engineer Peter Bondar, who is on va-
cation, said the Glenwood Road area
drainage improvements project is near
completion. Mr. Norbut noted that the
project, originally approved and
awarded to CRC General Contractors
of Kearny in February 2013, has in-
curred additional costs of $182,985.
The council later, during the new busi-
ness portion of the meeting, authorized
a change order for the additional work,
causing the total project to increase to
approximately $1.1 million.

Mr. Norbut said the Hunter Avenue
Phase 2 project, from Watson Road to
Midway Avenue, will begin this week,
after about a 30-day delay due to an
unexpected Elizabethtown Gas Com-
pany main replacement. The project,
which is funded by a $200,000 New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT) local aid grant, is scheduled
to be completed in late September or
early October, he said.

The Vinton Circle project, encom-
passing the entire length of the road-
way, also was delayed due to utility
work by New Jersey American Water
Company (NJAW), which is continu-
ing rehabilitation work in the south-
west portion of the borough, Mr. Norbut
said. Councilman Russell Huegel said
the public works committee, in a meet-
ing with a NJAW official, was success-
ful in getting the utility to accelerate
water main cleaning on Vinton Circle
to help expedite the road construction
project. Even with the slight delay, the
project, which is expected to begin in
the middle of August, should be com-
pleted “before the cold weather sets
in,” said Mr. Norbut.

Mr. Norbut said, however, that con-
tinued water and gas utility upgrades
will likely cause the resurfacing of
LaGrande Avenue to be pushed into
next spring. Mr. Huegel, clearly disap-
pointed, said NJAW could not accom-
modate the committee’s request to move
the water main cleaning equipment
over to LaGrande in time for the paving
process to begin.

Mr. Huegel said he understands that
residents in the area bordering La
Grande Avenue have been “waiting
and waiting” for the road to be repaved
and that he would like to meet with
them to explain the reasons for the
delay. Mayor Mahr and Mr. Huegel
agreed to send a letter, outlining the
circumstances in advance of a potential
meeting next month, to those residents.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Mahr administered the oath of
office to new Probationary B Patrol-
man Daniel Kranz, who was accompa-
nied at the podium by his mother,
Marianne; father, Councilman Tom
Kranz, and Police Chief Richard Trigo.

Mr. Kranz, a Rutgers University
graduate, grew up in the borough and
began as an emergency dispatcher in
Fanwood, later working for the Union
County dispatch when the borough
moved over to the county’s platform.
Most recently, he moved to Washing-
ton, D.C. to work as a police officer in
the United States Capitol Police De-
partment. He will attend the John H.
Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains on Monday, July 21, to begin
his training.

Prior to the swearing-in ceremony,
Chief Trigo said he knew that Mr. Kranz
had the determination to be a police
officer. “Dan was a special kid when he
came in as a dispatcher, and he went
down to county. You could just tell that
he had what I call like the policing
blood in him…And when you pick up
and go to another state to become a
police officer, that shows that you have
the drive, and the integrity, and the
character to be a police officer,” Chief
Trigo said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Times
TRIBUTE BAND...Kathy Phillips of
TUSK, a Fleetwood Mac tribute band,
performs a Stevie Nicks song at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside on July 9
during the Union County Summer
Concert series.


