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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Photo courtesy of Bruce Paterson
MODERN ARCHITECTURE...The Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Mo. towers over
Kris Adams of Garwood and The Westfield Leader.

Photo courtesy of Bruce Paterson
POWER AND BEAUTY...Bruce Paterson of Garwood shares The Westfield
Leader with a Clydesdale while on a recent trip to St. Louis, Mo.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BIG SHOT...Wade Preston and the Movin' Out Band entertain the crowd during
the Village Green Summer Concert Series on July 10 in Alan Augustine Park in
Scotch Plains.

for the county’s employee tuition re-
imbursement program with Kean
University. The program is for a cer-
tificate in public administration in
the undergraduate program, certifi-
cate in public management in the
graduate program, and certificate in
public management enhancement in
the master’s program.

Norman Albert, director of admin-
istrative services, said six county
employees will participate in the pro-
gram this year. He said the cost for
the county is $30,000, which is down
$5,000 from last year. Per a question
from Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Mohamed Jalloh, Mr. Norman said
employees must stay in the program
for two years. If they leave the pro-
gram prior to that they have to reim-
burse the county. Also, in answering
an inquiry from Freeholder Linda
Carter, he said county employees are
required to pass the courses. He said
reimbursement of tuition, books and
expenses for county employees range
from 50 to 75 percent depending on the
program.

The board also is set to vote on a
$136,000, one-year contract to T&M
Associates of Middletown to provide
workplace health and safety compli-
ance and consulting services. County
Manager Al Faella said the program is
being done, “to ensure that our em-
ployees are adequately trained on a
regular basis.” He said the program will
save the county money by reducing
accidents.

Freeholder Hudak added that pre-
ventative measures taken by the county
will improve the county’s risk assess-
ment which, in turn, will keep the
county’s health insurance costs under
control.

The board also is set to vote on five
contracts totaling $210,000 to provide
temporary staffing at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital, a facility which is
being sold to Center Management
Group of Flushing, N.Y. for $26 mil-
lion. The transfer of the facility is ex-
pected to be completed by Wednesday,
October 1.

Sandra Adour, acting administrator
at Runnells, said Runnells has had a
number of employees retire or take
medical leaves with others out sick or
having left for other employment op-
portunities as the long-term care facil-
ity is being sold to a private company.
She said the companies, Horizon
Healthcare Staffing of Marlboro, Delta-
T Group of Woodbridge, Maxim
Healthcare Services of Parsippany, and
Bayada Home Health Care, Inc. and
Ortho Care, Inc., both of Westfield, will
be used if emergencies occur in terms
of staffing shortages. Ortho Care pro-
vides such things as splints and braces.

Each agency offers different types of
services such as nurses, nursing aides,
or experience working in a psychologi-
cal facility. Ms. Adour said the money
will only be spent if any of the agencies
are utilized.

The board additionally is set to vote
on a $10,000 contract with Bauch
Hatfield, LLC of Springfield to repre-
sent Runnells in a lawsuit filed by
Barbara Egger, president of Health Pro-
fessionals and Allied Employees, the
nurses union at Runnells. The suit in-
cludes over 40 plaintiffs.

On another matter, the board is set to
vote to adopt an ordinance to give 2-
percent raises to department heads ret-
roactive to January 1 of this year. A
public hearing will be held before the
vote.
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Centennial Mixed-Use Plan
Draws Board Concerns

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board continued its hearing last
Wednesday on the application of
Emanuel Nimrud, who is seeking
permission to construct a three-story
building with retail on the first floor
and six apartments on the second
and third floors at 496 Centennial
Avenue, in a B-3 Zone. The hearing
will be carried to the Wednesday,
August 20 board meeting.

After the board expressed con-
cerns with aspects of the plan, the
applicant had the plans revised, said
Gerry Kitsopoulos, attorney for the
applicant. Additionally, the revised
plan changed the apartment layout
from six, two-bedroom units to four,
one-bedroom units and two, two-
bedroom units, in an effort to alle-
viate parking concerns, Mr.
Kitsopoulos said.

The applicant is proposing 10
parking spots, where 20 are needed
under the ordinance. The building
was proposed to be moved three
feet to the right to make room for an
easement for maintenance to the
building on the adjoining property
line. By shifting the building to the
right, a support beam originally in
the parking area was moved to a
handicapped aisle to negate any con-
cerns of cars navigating around the
beam into a parking space. The on-
site detention basin planned for the
site would also now have an extra
line connected to the township’s
stormwater management system for
overflow.

A soil study was conducted by
Nejm Jundi, a professional engi-
neer hired by the applicant. Mr.
Jundi said he excavated 12 feet be-
low the surface and found the soil
to be dense and to have a percola-
tion rate of 0 at 11 feet down. “It
will empty .2 inches per hour,” Mr.
Jundi said, which is one inch every
five hours. He said that is less than
usual.

“The overflow is a concern if we
are not getting the percolation
rates,” Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien said.

Mr. Kitsopoulos said the appli-
cant will comply with what the
township engineer requests be done
onsite for storm water management.

The plans submitted increase the
pervious surface from 3,235 square
feet to 6,285 square feet from the
previous owner who was there,
Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

The applicant also added more
lighting and added shields to the
lights. Andrew Ruskulus, a nearby
resident, had concerns about the
lighting shining into the adjacent
residential property.

Bahman Rzadme, traffic engineer
and civil engineer, conducted two
additional parking surveys of the
area since the last meeting. He said
there were 67 available on-street
parking spots in the surrounding
area. Mr. Rzadme said he consid-
ered McLellan Street, Buchanan
Place, Cranford Terrace and Cen-
tennial Avenue. He included eight
spots on the easterly side of Cran-
ford Terrace, which residents and
the board said was considered a
no–parking area.

The board also had concerns with
the safety of residents having to
walk across Centennial Avenue,
which they said is a busy street and
does not have painted crosswalks
where the building would be situ-
ated, from Buchanan Place or
McLellan Street.

Area residents showed concerns
regarding on-street parking in an
area which, they say, currently is
congested with cars parked on the
street.

The applicant is proposing a shared-
parking agreement with the business
and the residents. Township Planner
Victor Furmanec asked what time the
shared parking would be extended to
residents of the building. Mr. Rzadme
said residents would be able to use
the parking lot after 6 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.

Board Secretary Kevin Illing had
brought to light that the applicant
needed to amend the application
and seek a design waiver for the
parking lot to be 25 feet from the
front property line.

comfortable in parking in their own
neighborhood, as well as the continued
propositions of future developments
that are going in,” Mr. Brooks said.

Nearby are the Cranford Centennial
Avenue Pool, Triestina Restaurant and
a baseball field, he said. Mr. Brooks
also attended last week’s planning board
meeting, when an application was heard
for a new mixed-use building on the
corner of Centennial Avenue and Cran-
ford Terrace. The applicant had pro-
posed residents and patrons of this new
development could use Buchanan
Street, among other streets, to park
since the proposed plan does not pro-
vide sufficient parking according to
township zoning laws.

Cranford Fire Chief Leonard Dolan
discussed the revised hiring, promo-
tion and firing policy of the fire depart-
ment. The committee had asked for the
policy to be consistent, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor said.

Resident Barbara Krause suggested

the development at 555 South Avenue
is of flimsy quality, in what she said
appears to be “frame only” and is “in-
ferior” to neighboring Garwood, which
has a development using cinderblock.

 “In the past two to three years we
now have 555 South Avenue, we have
Birchwood coming up and Riverfront
already completed… There is a major
shift in the character of the town. Many
people have noticed this. People come
to Cranford because of the street trees,
and the parks, etc.,” Mrs. Krause said.

In the beginning of the meeting, she
handed to the committee a summary
of a report by Gary Moll of Global
Ecosystem Center. In the summary,
Mr. Moll discusses his evaluation of
Union County College’s 4.5 acres of
forested land, where the college had
proposed a turf field. His evaluation
says the forested area is very dense.
Should a turf field replace the trees, he
said the stormwater runoff would
double.
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Ms. Connant said Westfield falls
into the category of the northern
region, which is where the portion
of money from the clothing goes,
not to the Westfield chapter directly.
Mr. Salm said the clothing is re-
sold to thrift shops and does not end
up in a landfill.

While Ms. Burslem objected to
the truck traffic in the neighbor-
hood, Ms. Diddell objected to the
company truck coming on Sundays
and holidays, and to the noise when
the diesel trucks are backing up.
She showed the board eight pic-
tures of the company’s trucks that
she cited as examples of the trucks
being a nuisance to the area. She
also objected to the fact that non-
residents come into the neighbor-
hood to drop off clothes.

John McDonagh, a planner for
the Jon Alex Corporation, argued
that the site meets all the required
criteria in the Westfield Master Plan
and zoning codes.

The board approved the bins as a
permitted accessory use and granted
relief from back- and side-yard set-
back requirements, but banned the
company from picking up clothing
on Sundays.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the application of Adam and
Claudine Dix of 424 Lawrence Av-

enue to construct two first-story ad-
ditions. Mr. Dix, who recently
bought the house, said his family
bought the home because their child
will be starting school and because
Westfield has a walkable downtown.
Jim Flynn, the family’s attorney, said
his client wishes to restore an 1870s
carriage house on their property and
add a cupola as was the custom at
that time. They also will reconstruct
it to house a two-car garage and put
a recreation room above the garage.
The board approved the request with
the provision that a full bathroom
not be built in the portion of the
house above the garage.

Gialluisi Custom Homes 11, LLC
of 707 Willow Grove Road was
granted approval to build a new home
on the corner of Willow Grove and
Seward Avenue and have the new
home face Seward. The previous
home on the property was demol-
ished. The planner, Stephen Fisk,
said it would be more in keeping
with the neighborhood.

The next board meeting will be
held Monday, September 8, at 7:30
p.m. at the municipal building, 425
East Broad Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Board of Adjustment

www.goleader.com

CF Committee Approves
$5.5-Mil. Bond Ordinance

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WINNING STRATEGY...Mike Merola, top left, and Kristen Michaels, top right,
of Winning Strategies, discuss the company’s role in expediting the Army Corps
of Engineers’ project along the Rahway River at the Cranford Township
Committee workshop meeting on Monday night.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee on Tuesday approved on final
reading an ordinance to appropriate
$5,455,000 to fund over $4 million in
milling, paving, and curbing roads, as
well as addressing some drainage is-
sues of streets; equipment for the De-
partment of public Works (DPW), po-
lice and fire departments, and improve-
ments to Lincoln, Sherman and
Roosevelt Parks.

Improvements to the municipal build-
ing was authorized using over $1 mil-
lion in insurance claims from damages
incurred from Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Droeschers Mill, located on Lincoln
Avenue East, was designated a Cran-
ford Historic Landmark. The mill is
already on the National Register of
Historic Places.

A resolution was passed to execute
an agreement and general release be-
tween the township and former Town-
ship Engineer Richard Marsden, Jr.
Engineer Carl O’Brien has replaced
Mr. Marsden.

The township authorized an interlocal
agreement between the township and
the board of education in connection
with a school resource officer. “We are
under constant attack from drugs, alco-
hol, knives,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.
“The majority is not really the policing
part of it, but building a relationship
with the children in school,” the mayor
said.

Christian Pasternak and Kenneth
Rutmayer were appointed as commu-
nication officers within the Cranford
Police Department. The openings were
made available as promotions within
the police department occurred.

Cranford cancelled the canoe races
that are part of the July 4th celebration
held in the township. “After a major
rain event…there was a concern there
would be too much rainfall and the
river would be too high, or we would
have potential flooding problems,”

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said.
The DPW had lowered the water in the
river to evade flooding, he said.

“The engineering department along
with the Department of Public Works is
in an effort to try and manage the
recreational resource we have in the
Rahway River in a manner to help
protect residents...to prevent any local-
ized flooding we can control,” Mr.
Hannen said. He also requested that
motorists avoid driving into any stand-
ing water in flooded areas, as the fire
department has had to help people
stranded in their cars that were stuck in
flooded streets.

“We will be making some grant ap-
plications in the coming months,” said
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubatu in con-
nection to the Rahway River flooding
concerns.

The committee gave their condo-
lences to the family and friends of the
president of the Cranford First Aid
Squad, Barbara Ragone, who passed
away July 9. She served 40 years on the
volunteer Cranford First Aid Squad.
The committee also offered their con-
dolences to family and friend of former
township chief financial officer Tom
Grady, who passed away July 12.

The township will hold a farmers’
market Thursdays in the Municipal
Parking Lot 1 from 2 to 6 p.m. with free
parking available then in that lot. There
will be live music and a yoga demon-
stration during today’s market.

During public comments, Colby
Lane resident Mindy Kipness asked
the committee to find a way to protect
the wooded area Union County Col-
lege (UCC) owns. “We want to make
sure that it is protected, not only for us,
but for those downstream,” Ms. Kipness
said. UCC had proposed to cut down
some 700 trees in over four acres of
land that borders Colby Lane in Cran-
ford to build a turf field. Last month, the
UCC board voted to consider building
the athletic field in a county-owned
park.

chief is appointed by the council
and is responsible for the day-to-
day operation of the police depart-
ment. The ordinance codifies the
powers and duties of the chief in
general and in times of emergency.

In other business, the council
adopted an ordinance allowing the
borough to accept $201,195 from
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation to resurface Cedar
Avenue. The council also autho-
rized the borough to apply for a
$25,000 Union County Kids Rec-
reation grant.

Mayor Mirabelli announced that
Saturday, August 2, would be Vol-
unteers Appreciation Day at the
Mountainside Community Pool. It
will be a free day for anyone who
volunteers in activities such as
coaching and similar capacities.

The mayor thanked the fire de-
partment and the Police Athletic
League for sponsoring music at the
Fourth of July fireworks event.
Councilman Keith Turner read the
pool report from Recreation Direc-
tor Frank Masella. Total revenues
this year are $305,059. Last year
revenues were $307,892.

Councilman Turner reminded
residents about recreation pro-
grams, such as summer Teen Travel
Camp, tennis, Tai Chi, yoga, pilates,
Brasa Soccer Camp, the Summer
Playground program, which has 202
registrants; Fall Soccer and Senior
Fitness activities.

The council also approved the
appointments of Edwin Lima and
Daniel Steadman as volunteer
firefighters.

Although members of the public
were invited to speak, no one came
forward during the 30-minute meet-
ing. The council had adjourned and
was on its way into executive ses-
sion when a member of the public
asked to speak about a serious prob-
lem occurring in her neighborhood.
The mayor re-opened the meeting,
after which Frances Ehman Bellak

of Poplar Avenue, who has lived
there since 1956, told the council
there was a serious soil erosion
problem due to water run-off in her
neighborhood.

She said she had contacted the
borough before about the problem,
to no avail. The last time, she said,
current Engineer Michael Disko,
Jr. was the only person who lis-
tened to her, but said, other than her
contacting the Army Corps of En-
gineers, he did not know what could
be done. Mrs. Bellak said she was
afraid that her garage would be
washed away. She said her neigh-
bors are experiencing the same
problems.

She added, “I’m no spring
chicken. I can’t be going around
contacting these agencies.”

Mr. Debbie, who also serves as
borough administrator, said he had
sent out the head of the Public Works
Department the previous day to look
at the problem.
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PAYING TRIBUTE...Kathy Phillips,
of TUSK, a Fleetwood Mac tribute
band, performs a Stevie Nicks song in
Echo Lake Park in Mountainside on
July 9  during the Union County Sum-
mer Concert series.


