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Dignitaries Visit Shady Rest
at Scotch Hills

GOLF OUTING...Enjoying the day at Shady Rest are Marc Ginsberg, Council-
man Bo Vastine, Dr. Jeff Sammons, NYU Professor of African-American Sports
History, and Robert Williams, USGA Museum Director.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Dr. Jeff
Sammons, NYU Professor of Afri-
can-American Sports History, and
Robert Williams, USGA Museum
Director, recently joined Councilman
Bo Vastine and Scotch Plains resi-
dent Marc Ginsberg for an afternoon
of golf at Shady Rest at Scotch Hills.

Dr. Sammons and Mr. Williams
were highly impressed with the con-
ditions of the course and the job the
township employees have done in
maintaining it.

During the round, Councilman

Vastine shared the vision for the fu-
ture of the clubhouse and for the
erecting of a statue honoring John
Shippen.

Both gentlemen expressed excite-
ment with the plans and the desire of
Scotch Plains to preserve in perpetu-
ity such an important, historic site in
both golf and African-American
sports history.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's Assembly Passes Foreclosed Homes
Into Affordable Housing Bill

TRENTON – Legislation that
would transform foreclosed proper-
ties into affordable housing was ap-
proved, 47-31-1, by the full state
Assembly last week. The bill passed
along party lines with Democrats
supporting the measure and Republi-
cans opposing it.

“Abandoned properties are a nui-
sance. They often invite criminal ac-
tivity and drag down the value of other
properties in the neighborhood,” said
Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield), who chairs the Assembly
Housing and Community Develop-
ment Committee, which released the
bill. “Then there is the issue of
affordability in New Jersey, which is
one of the most expensive states in the
country to live in. This bill helps tackle
both problems by taking vacant prop-
erties that are contributing nothing but
headaches to neighborhoods and mu-
nicipalities and repurposing them as
affordable housing.”

The bill (A-470), the “New Jersey
Residential Foreclosure Transforma-
tion Act,” would create the “New
Jersey Foreclosure Relief Corpora-
tion” as a temporary entity within the
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency (HMFA) for the pur-
pose of purchasing foreclosed resi-
dential properties from institutional
lenders and dedicating them for oc-
cupancy as affordable housing.

Under the bill, the corporation would
have the authority to purchase fore-
closed residential property and mort-
gage assets from institutional lenders
to produce affordable housing and
dedicate it as such for 30 years.

 The municipality where the prop-
erty is located would have the right of

first refusal to purchase the property
and dedicate it as affordable housing.
Under the bill, the municipality could
purchase the property for use as af-
fordable housing, decline to buy it, or
authorize the corporation or its con-
tractors to use monies from the
municipality’s affordable housing
trust fund to purchase the property.

If a municipality does not exercise its
right of first refusal to buy a property, the
corporation may buy it and convey it for
occupancy as affordable housing sub-
ject to a 30-year deed restriction to an-
other public agency, a community de-
velopment corporation, a developer, or
a qualifying household. If the corpora-
tion, its contractors or a municipality
purchases an eligible property from
monies deposited in a municipality’s
affordable housing trust fund, the mu-
nicipality would receive bonus credits
toward any constitutionally-imposed ob-
ligation to provide affordable housing.

The bill would also create the
“Foreclosure to Affordable Housing
Transformation Fund (HMFA),”
which would administer the fund and
be authorized to transfer into the fund
any amounts it has that could be used
to produce affordable housing.

In any year in which the proceeds
from the Realty Transfer Fee addi-
tional fee exceed $75 million, the first
$10 million above the $75 million
collected would be transferred into
the “Foreclosure to Affordable Hous-
ing Transformation Fund” for the pro-
duction of affordable housing.

Under the bill, the corporation
would cease its operations on De-
cember 31, 2017. The bill has been
referred to the Senate Community
and Urban Affairs Committee.

Christie Cond. Vetoes Bill
Reducing Ammo. Clips in Guns
Governor Chris Christie has con-

ditionally vetoed legislation, A-2006,
that called for the reduction in am-
munition clips from 15 to 10 rounds.

“We will not settle for grandstand-
ing reform in name only. We can
insist that elected officials pass laws
that will bring about meaningful
change. Mass violence will not end
by changing the number of bullets
loaded into a gun,” the Governor said.
“It will end with a serious commit-
ment to elevating our response to
mental illness... It will end by taking
seriously our duty to incarcerate vio-
lent criminals, not by criminalizing
the conduct of law abiding citizens to
score political points.”

In his conditional veto message, the
Governor said his plan includes “in-
voluntary commitment of persons
whose mental illness could, if un-
treated, deteriorate to the point of dan-
gerousness” with involuntary outpa-
tient treatment to be evaluated “based
on a medically sound set of standards
including failure to comply with treat-
ment, acts of serious violent behavior
to self or others, threats or attempts at
harm within the past four years, and
unwillingness to voluntarily comply
with treatment because of a mental
illness.” In addition, his plan includes
new training programs for first re-
sponders “to educate those most likely
to encounter persons in crisis with
modern techniques for de-escalation
and, where necessary, prompt referral
for screening and commitment.”

Sweeney: Is Christie Serious
About Gun Violence?

New Jersey Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) com-
mented on Governor Chris Christie’s
conditional veto on reducing ammuni-
tion clips from 15 to 10 rounds.

“The governor’s suggestions are
no substitute for real action, no mat-
ter what kind of rhetoric he chooses
to use in his press releases. If, as his
office indicated, he really wanted to
do something about guns and mental
health, he would have signed the bill
I sponsored last year creating a sys-
tem of instant background checks for
firearms purchases. It would have
made New Jersey a national model
and been a real solution to the prob-

lem. But when the bill got to his desk,
he vetoed it, just as he has any bill that
would provide help in the fight against
gun violence... His track record of
vetoing nearly every gun violence
prevention measure, including bills
he himself has called for, leaves one
to wonder if he is in fact serious.”

Greenwald: Christie Veto
Was ‘Cowardly Decision’

Assembly Majority Leader Louis
Greenwald (D-6th, Voorhees), lead
sponsor of legislation designed to
help prevent gun violence by lower-
ing the maximum ammunition ca-
pacity from 15 to 10, said of the
Governor’s veto: “The governor’s
action today can best be described
with the words used in his own veto
statement, ‘difficult choices are
brushed aside...uncomfortable top-
ics are left unexplored.’ I would imag-
ine this is a very uncomfortable topic
to have with conservative voters in
Iowa and New Hampshire.

“At the end of the day, this was a
cowardly decision that lacks leader-
ship. In fact, this is political expedi-
ency at its worst, considering the
governor is headed out to campaign
in Iowa in just a few weeks.
Marie Soyka Named to Replace
Kazanowski on Clark Council
The Clark Town Council last week

appointed Marie Soyka to fill the un-
expired term of Third Ward Council-
man Richard Kazanowski, The Alter-
native Press has reported. The seat
was vacant as a result of Mr.
Kazanowski’s sudden death on June
3. Ms. Soyka, who previously served
on the council from 1992 to 2000, will
serve until December 31. The council
interviewed three candidates submit-
ted by Clark Democratic Committee
in closed session. Also considered were
Michele Miller and Robert Weber.

Pallone Wants Christie to Sign
Sports Betting Bill Into Law

Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) has
called on Governor Chris Christie to
sign legislation that would allow pri-
vately-owned sports betting at casinos
and horse-racing tracks in the state.
According to a press release from the
Congressman, the bill has already
passed the State Legislature and propo-
nents of the bill are confident the bill
would provide a viable way to bring
legal sports betting to New Jersey.
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PRINCETON
COMP.
VALUE SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 350 $139
FULL EA. PC. 540 $239

TRIQUIL
COMP.
VALUE SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 600 $269
FULL EA. PC. 800 $359
QUEEN SET 1670 $749
KING SET 2780   $1249

CHADWICK
COMP.
VALUE SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 800 $359
FULL EA. PC. 1020 $459
QUEEN SET 2110 $949
KING SET 3560 $1599

HAMPSHIRE
COMP.
VALUE SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 1110 $499
FULL EA. PC. 1340 $599
QUEEN SET 2960 $1329
KING SET 4450 $1990

CAMBRIDGE PT
COMP.
VALUE SALE

TWIN SET 3180 $1429
FULL SET 3890 $1749
QUEEN SET 4340 $1949
KING SET 6000 $2699

Now Open! Thursday 10-7 • Friday & Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • valleyfurnitureshop.com • (908) 756 -7623 

FACTORY AUTHORIZED
CLEARANCE SALE

SAVE 50-60%
Valley Furniture Shop is Open Again! 

Come see our new Shifman Bedding Gallery 

and enjoy an incredible opportunity 
to purchase the world's finest mattresses!-

Unparalleled comfort and quality have been 
the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 1893.

Handmade in the USA, these exquisite mattresses feature 
natural cotton upholstery and other luxurious fibers.

So, don't let this limited time offer catch you napping.

10 DAYS
ONLY!

Valley Furniture Shop

•• HHAANNDDCCRRAAFFTTEEDD QQUUAALLIITTYY
•• EEXXCCEEPPTTIIOONNAALL CCOOMMFFOORRTT
•• TTWWOO--SSIIDDEEDD MMAATTTTRREESSSSEESS

•• NNAATTUURRAALL MMAATTEERRIIAALLSS

N.J. Sandy Relief Fund Awards
$7.3 Million In New Grants

STATE – The Hurricane Sandy New
Jersey Relief Fund, chaired by First
Lady Mary Pat Christie, has announced
27 new grants totaling $7.3 million.
The announcement brings the amount
awarded by the Hurricane Sandy New
Jersey Relief Fund since the storm to
nearly $34 million.

“The Fund is now working with
more than 100 non-profit organiza-
tions on programs that provide hous-
ing assistance, financial and legal
counseling, social and mental health
services, and economic development
support,” Mrs. Christie said.

During the application period the

First Lady’s Relief Fund received 65
applications requesting over $27 mil-
lion in support.  To date,  the Fund has
raised more than $40 million from over
33,000 donors worldwide.

In Union County, Lutheran So-
cial Ministries of NJ was awarded
$60,000 for housing assistance and
housing counseling to serve 20 in-
dividuals in Hudson and Union
Counties while the Puerto Rican
Association for Human Develop-
ment was awarded $220,000 for
social services and mental health
services in Union County and four
Northern New Jersey counties.

Union Twp. Man Indicted
For Detonating Explosives

COUNTY — A Union County
grand jury has returned a 20-count
indictment against a man who is
charged with detonating homemade
explosive devices near three places
of business on the same Union Town-
ship street during the span of a little
more than a week earlier this year,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Grace H. Park announced last month.

Alfred Intrabartolo, 64, is charged
with nine counts of second-degree
certain persons not to own weapons,
four counts of second-degree posses-
sion of an explosive device for an
unlawful purpose, four counts of
third-degree unlawful possession of
an explosive device, and several lesser
weapons offenses.

It was early on January 20 when a
representative of BH Security on
Progress Street in Union Township
reported to police that a man later
identified as Intrabartolo was seen
throwing some type of explosive de-
vice at a group of employees stand-
ing outside the building, according to
Union County Assistant Prosecutor
Jill O’Malley, who is handling the
case. The next day, on January 21, a
representative of Deerpath Construc-
tion – also located on Progress Street,
just a few hundred feet from BH
Security – reported a nearly identical
incident, also saying that a man had
been seen throwing some type of
explosive device at a group of em-
ployees standing outside early in the
morning. In each case, the explosive
device detonated, but no one was
injured, in part due to a layer of
snowpack on the ground that absorbed
part of the blast, Ms. O’Malley said.

Intrabartolo was arrested on Janu-
ary 27 shortly after he was seen by
Union police officers throwing an

explosive device out of his car win-
dow near another commercial build-
ing. Investigators recovered a loaded
.32-caliber handgun in the vehicle’s
trunk as well as a large homemade
explosive device found in a closet in
his home along with multiple addi-
tional explosive devices and bomb-
making materials, various fuses,
quantities of aluminum powder and
black gunpowder, and seven addi-
tional firearms, including three .38-
caliber revolvers and a shotgun.

Intrabartolo currently remains free
on bail, which was initially set at
$250,000.


