
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, July 3, 2014 Page 5

Rep. Lance Doesn’t
Represent Moderates
I don’t think I could have written a

better letter than Karen Egert.
Leonard Lance doesn’t represent
moderate Republicans nor has he
accomplished anything constructive
for our district. I will not vote for him.

Deborah Ingrassia
Mountainside

Community Thanked for Supporting
Master Gardeners Fair and Plant Sale

Voters Will Have Choice Between
DEM ‘Civility,’ GOP Competency

GWACC Thanks All Who Helped
Make Garwood Rocks a Success

908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Personal Injury

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Auto & Pedestrian Accidents

Why Pay High Prices for the 
Best Fruit, Vegetables, Organic 

Products & Fresh Fish?
We Beat Supermarkets & Specialty Stores

With Our Prices, Selection & Quality

1220 South Avenue
Plainfield

908-769-8900
GreenFarmersMarketPlainfield.com

•  Fresh Bread & Rolls Delivered From 5 Different Bakeries
•  Fresh Vegetables, from Around the World Delivered Daily
•  Fresh Fruit In An International Variety
•  Fresh Fish Market
•  Fresh Made-to-Order Platters of Fruit, Vegetables, Cheese & Deli Meat
•  Organic Food Department - 
 Spices, Soups & Sauces to Fruit, Vegetables, Pastas, Dairy & Snacks

The Best Quality, The Best Selection. The Best Prices
NO PLACE ELSE.

Open 

EVERY
Day!

SALE
On Seasonal Fruit!• Strawberries
• Cherries
•  Peaches & More!

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

UCC Should Spend Money on
Education, Not Sports Complex

Letters to the Editor

NJ GOP Has Turned
Backs on Sandy Victims

Resident Offended by Headline
Put on Her Letter to The Editor

The Master Gardeners of Union
County would like to thank the local
community for their support during
our Spring Garden Fair and Plant
Sale this past May. This is our only
major fundraiser of the year and the
funds we raise enable us to offer
Horticulture programs to nursing
homes, schools, and other commu-
nity organizations to grow fresh veg-
etables in our “Sharing Garden” for
distribution to shelters, community
food banks and soup kitchens, and to
grant annual awards to horticulture
students at Union County College,
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools and for 4-H gardening ac-
tivities with children.

We would also like to thank the
following individuals and nurseries
for their support of our fair: Amberg
Perennial Farm, Bartell Farm and
Garden Supply, Dreyer Farms,
Morristown Agway, Parker Gardens,
Williams Nursery, Whole Foods
Market Vauxhall-Millburn, Trader
Joe’s Westfield, Stop & Shop
Westfield, and the Union County
Freeholders, the Department of Union

County Parks and Recreation, the
Union County Police Department,
Union County Bureau of Mosquito
Control, the Union County Bureau of
Traffic Maintenance, the 4-H Master
Tree Steward Volunteers and Trailside
Science and Nature Center.

Rutgers Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment
Station (NJAES) Cooperative Exten-
sion in its mission to deliver horticul-
ture programs and information to the
general public. Anyone with an inter-
est in gardening and a commitment to
volunteer service can become a Mas-
ter Gardener. No previous education
or training in horticulture is required.
A new Master Gardener class is start-
ing this fall at the Union County RCE
office in Westfield. Contact Judi
Laganga at (908) 654-9854 for an
application or visit our website,
mastergardeners-uc.org, for more
information.

Joanne Krueger
Master Gardener

Spring Garden Fair

Union County College is planning
to build a sports complex when Union
County College should be devoting its
scarce financial resources to educa-
tion. Having taught at the college for a
number of yeas, I know a thing or two
about the failure of the college’s mis-
sion to teach its students.

So many of my American govern-
ment students did not know how to
write a term paper. Could not write a
grammatically correct sentence. Had
no idea what a footnote was. Had such
limited knowledge of history. For ex-
ample, I told the class that today is
Pearl Harbor Day only to have a stu-
dent ask “Who is she?” When I asked
who was Julius Caesar another student
in another class said emphatically, “He
invented the salad!” In yet another
class when I asked why the class knew
so little about President Kennedy, one
student proudly shouted out, “He is not
from our generation!” Ignorance is one
thing. But to lack intellectual curiosity
was an even more serious problem that
I had to confront daily in the class-
rooms of the college.

In all fairness, Union County Col-
lege has many remedial classes that a
good percentage of the student popula-
tion attends. But far more can and must
be done!

The more serious problem was the
faculty. Some professors had the idea
that teaching was merely a matter of
having the students take multiple-
choice tests that could be scanned for
nearly instant grades, the professors
thus not having to spend much of their
time in the hard task of customizing
their teaching to the needs of their
students.

I was required to use a textbook that
was about as exciting as a telephone
book! No wonder few of my students
studied from it. I thus prepared exten-
sive handouts.

Particularly egregious was the con-
stant griping of some of the professors
about the college and about the stu-
dents. Constant put-downs of both. Stu-
dents do pick up the vibes of teachers!

Union County College plans to spend
well over $1,000,000 at the former
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark. This

is money that would better be spent on
books by Plato and Aristotle and biog-
raphies of Thomas Jefferson and
Abraham Lincoln and anthologies of
such poets as Keats and Shelley and
Longfellow among the nearly count-
less other great works that should be
part of a student’s daily routine.

What is it about school sports com-
plexes? To be sure, sports should be
part of a well-rounded education, but
not the center of it! For reasons hard to
understand the country has an epi-
demic of school sports complex con-
struction. But where are the new school
libraries, the new school chemistry
laboratories, the new foreign language
laboratories, the music and art appre-
ciation courses?

The students lose. Long after that
last game there will still be need for the
students to develop as citizens and as
productive employees. Still the need
for our beloved country to make its
way in an increasingly competitive glo-
bal economy.

In a perfect world with unlimited
financial resources, of course, build all
the school sports complexes in the
world. But, sadly, tragically, this is not
a perfect world and so the relatively
scarce resources available must be mar-
shaled to meet the requirements for
reading, writing, and arithmetic.

 We have been warned. Aristotle
more than 2,000 years ago said, “All
who have meditated on the art of gov-
erning mankind have been convinced
that the fate of empires depends on the
education of youth.”

Yes, sports were also important in
ancient Greece. After all, the modern
Olympic Games had their start there in
Olympia that my wife and I enthusias-
tically visited some years ago.

But in the end what remain of an-
cient Greece are the learning, the
knowledge, the great art, the great lit-
erature, the great architecture.

Winning a sport match may be im-
portant to some, but winning the edu-
cational battle for the human mind
must be made important to all of us!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

In the June 26 edition of The Times
it was revealed that the one of the
Scotch Plains Democrat candidates
for town council withdrew from the
race not because he got a “promo-
tion,” but because he violated the
Hatch Act which prevents postal
workers from running in partisan elec-
tions. This is another example of
politicians looking you directly in
the eye and not telling the truth. It has
become common in these times, and
it upsets me greatly.

Instead of apologizing for putting
forward a candidate who should have
known he could not run, and admit-
ting that the Democrat Party (includ-
ing its local leader, Linda Stender, a
person with decades of political ex-
perience) made a mistake putting an
illegal candidate on the June primary

ballot, they attacked Republicans
using their worn and frayed cam-
paign issues.

The Democrats are running around
town claiming they need to win to
return civility to the council. A hol-
low argument considering the behav-
ior of Colleen Gialanella and Kevin
Glover towards each other last year.
The truth of the matter is that the
Democrats are causing whatever in-
civility exists on the council with
conduct that they just demonstrated.
The voters will have a choice this
November. Do they want Democrat
“civility” or do they want Republican
competency?

Alexander Smith,
Chairman

Scotch Plains GOP Committee

The Garwood Rocks! event hosted
by the Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, held on June 8th in
Garwood, was a tremendous success.
With over 125 vendors participating,
more than 200 cars registered in the
car show, the streets were packed
with an estimated 35,000 festival
goers. The Chamber would like to
recognize Crossroads, who presented
music throughout the event, with live
entertainment from The RMC Rock
Shop Band, the Cranford Guitar All-
Stars, Nikki Briar and the Sweet Briar
Band, The Benjamin’s and The
Brother John Brown Band, as well as
recorded rock tracks throughout the
venue. Their hard work helped to
make the event as successful as it was
and is greatly appreciated by all. We
look forward to next year’s event to
see what will top this year’s!

The Borough of Garwood, at a
borough council meeting held on June
24th, recognized the efforts of many
of the organizers and support staff.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, along
with the entire borough council, pre-
sented the Mayor’s Award of Appre-
ciation to the following individuals
for their role in this event: Carol
Kearney, event director, Garwood li-
aison to the GWACC, superstar; Gene

Jannotti, interim executive director,
GWACC; Deanna Hunt, event pro-
moter, This Is It! Productions; Paula
Ehoff, Garwood Family Y; Fred
Corbitt, superintendent of Garwood
Public Works; Michael Tharaldsen,
Garwood fire chief, and Bruce
Underhill, Garwood police chief.

The Chamber would also like to
acknowledge these individuals, along
with everyone who participated in
creating this event for their hard work
and dedication. We realize that with-
out the efforts of all involved, our
event would not have enjoyed the
success it had. We thank you all and
look forward to working together with
you in our future endeavors.

Don’t Forget! The Westfield Farm-
ers’ Market will begin this Saturday,
July 5, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
South Avenue train station, and every
following Saturday until October
25th, and Westfield’s FestiFall will
be on Sunday, September 21st. See
you there!

Tim York
GWACC Public Relations

Westfield

Panel Thanked for
Brunner Decision

We residents of Redwood Road
thank the members of the Shared
Services Committee for deciding to
continue the current system of drop-
ping off children who attend the
Howard Brunner School.

For years children have gone to
and from the school in safety. In my
36 years here never have I heard of
any accident or injury to any child
under the present system. The Shared
Services Committee is using good,
common sense by continuing the
current system. We residents appre-
ciate that decision.

Otto Picard
Scotch Plains

With regard to my letter to the
editor printed in the June 19 edition
of The Leader, I take offense to the
skewed title that was arbitrarily given
to it — “Resident Lashes Out at
Leonard Lance For Not Supporting
Her Agenda.” My letter had nothing
to do with my agenda, but everything
to do with Lance’s agenda. I laid out
the facts of Lance’s votes, nothing
more and nothing less, yet The Leader
turned the headline into some raged
resident’s lashing out. They chose to
use a pejorative characterization of
me as “lashing out,” when I was
merely stating facts and expressing
my opinion. Isn’t that what this col-
umn is? The opinion page of resi-
dents? Surely, an editor can have
whatever views they want, but when
it crosses over into putting their own
biased spin on a title which is sup-
posed to encapsulate the contents of
a letter to the editor, that is not only
wrong and not journalism, it is not
upholding the purity of the First
Amendment to our Constitution —
freedom of speech. I guess they will
print your letter, but only if they can
skew the headline in their direction.

If The Leader will not allow resi-
dents to put their own titles on their
letters, then The Leader should not
put any title on the letter. Let the
readers decide what the letter is about

rather than The Leader putting their
own misleading title on it, which has
nothing to do with the contents of the
letter. The Leader does not have the
right to put their opinion and judg-
ment of the writer on display in the
title because they might not agree
with the contents.

I will continue to voice my opin-
ions and continue to outline the facts
of Leonard Lance’s voting. That is
his agenda, not mine. Let the people
decide if they like his agenda. In
addition, let’s keep any political lean-
ings of this publication out of the
mix. I am curious to see what the title
of this letter ends up being. It should
be “Resident Disagrees With The
Misleading Title Of Her Letter By
The Westfield Leader.”

Karen Egert
Westfield

I am disgusted by the actions of the
New Jersey Legislative Republicans
who have turned their backs on the
people who were affected most by
Hurricane Sandy. It was bad enough
when Governor Christie vetoed Sen-
ate President Steve Sweeney’s Sandy
Bill of Rights, which would ensure
basic rights to those affected by the
massive and disastrous storm, but
now the cowards in Legislature have
back tracked on their support of the
legislation.

The Sandy Bill of Rights states that
victims of the storm deserve to have
paperwork for grants and loans in
plain language that they understand.
And if put on a waiting list, that they
deserve to know where they stand on
that list. A little bit of compassion
and understanding goes a long way
when dealing with bureaucratic red
tape.

Unfortunately, the Republicans
claim they didn’t read the legislation

and didn’t realize the “problems” that
exist with the legislation. Either these
individuals are ignorant or spineless,
neither are qualities we want in our
elected officials.

Thanks to Senate President
Sweeney for attempting to override
Governor Christie’s veto and expos-
ing the hypocrisy of the Republicans
in the Legislature.

Andrea Suarez
Roselle Park

www.goleader.com/
subscribe“My psychiatrist told me I was

crazy and I said I want a second
opinion. He said okay, you're ugly
too.” -- Rodney Dangerfield


