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Letters to
the Editor

The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies
Continental Congress, Philadelphia, Pa., July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s
God entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness. —That to secure
these rights, Governments are insti-
tuted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned, —That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its founda-
tion on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, in-
deed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed
for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to
provide new Guards for their future security. —Such has been
the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
[George III] is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till
his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable
to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for op-
posing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the
people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers,
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large
for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed
to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States;
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing
his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither
swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies
without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for

any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by

Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended

offences:
For abolishing the free System of

English Laws in a neighbouring Prov-
ince, establishing therein an Arbi-
trary government, and enlarging its
Boundaries so as to render it at once
an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same absolute rule
into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abol-
ishing our most valuable Laws, and
altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments:

For suspending our own Legisla-
tures, and declaring themselves in-
vested with power to legislate for us
in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here,
by declaring us out of his Protection
and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged
our Coasts, burnt our towns, and de-
stroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to
compleat the works of death, desola-
tion and tyranny, already begun with
circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy

scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the
high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose charac-
ter is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.
We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which de-
nounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by the Authority of the good People of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy
War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-
ally pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.

The signers of the Declaration represented the new states as
follows: New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple,
Matthew Thornton; Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel
Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry;
Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery; Connecticut:
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver
Wolcott; New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis
Lewis, Lewis Morris; New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John
Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark;
Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin
Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George
Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross; Delaware: Caesar Rodney,
George Read, Thomas McKean; Maryland: Samuel Chase,
William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton;
Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton; North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes,
John Penn; South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward,
Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton; Georgia: Button
Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton.

You, We the Citizens
We believe the best way to celebrate Independence

Day is to dedicate oneself to act with courage and
honor, just like our forefathers - and our fighting men
of today. Stand up to villainy. Defy our enemies,
many of whom are from within.

Don’t shirk from the wrongdoers, the aggressors,
the manipulators or the bullies. Let everyone know
you’re an American and proud of it - for “Life,
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

As Benjamin Franklin said during dark times, “We
must hang together, gentlemen...else, we shall most
assuredly hang separately.”

You, we the citizens, are being pillaged by subver-
sion and mendacity ensconced in our nation’s capi-
tal, in Trenton and Wall Street. Our sons’ and daugh-
ters’ futures are being despoiled.

The marauders’ appetites are voracious, their greed
unbridled. Will their tyranny take everything from
you, we the citizens?

You, we the citizens - stand up. Stop the ravage or
the panoptic taxation will be rooted without regnant
recourse.

You, we the citizens, this Independence Day -
demand redress. Call your elected officials now.

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Mr. President, Send National Guard
To Our Southern Border

Willow Grove Church Thanks
Shelter Volunteers and Donors

What Is Going On
With WF Roads?

The roads in Westfield are a mess.
Not only are our streets marred with
potholes from this year’s brutal Win-
ter, there are hundreds of patches
from the recent water meter digging
activity. All along Central Avenue on
Westfield’s south side are water hoses
and orange poles. What is going on?
Nobody I ask seems to know.

As a Westfield resident and tax-
payer, it would be nice to have more
information about these subjects.
What plans are in place to repave our
roads and repair our water system?

Ken Zierler
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sakeen – A wild goat of the

Himalayas
2. Tentation – Experimental adjust-

ment
3. Temulentive – Somewhat intoxi-

cated
4. Miff – To take offense or quarrel

SURPHUL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Out of use
3. Harsh in taste, acrid
4. To bathe with medicated water

PECCADILLO
1. An expert on social behavior among

ethnic groups
2. A petty fault or minor offense
3. A vagabond
4. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

IDONEOUS
1. Self-absorbed
2. Producing a slight glow
3. Suitable; proper
4. Peaceful; friendly

TORMINA
1. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt
2. Turmoil
3. Severe gripping pains in the bowels
4. Extreme doubt, disbelief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Congratulations to
Garwood Students

The Msgr. John M. Walsh Council
5437, Garwood Knights of Columbus,
would like to congratulate Garwood’s
Lincoln Public School students, Emma
Knutson and Thomas McMahon. They
had the two highest grade averages in a
foreign language for the 2013-2014
school year. In recognition of their
achievement, the Garwood Knights have
awarded each of them a $100 check.

In closing, again our congratulations,
and our best wishes for continued suc-
cess in high school and all their future
endeavors.

Keith Gallagher
Garwood Knights of Columbus

Editor’s Note: Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) sent the following letter to
President Barack Obama on June
24th urging him to act immediately
on the humanitarian crisis along our
southern border.

*****
Dear Mr. President:
Our country is facing a national

security and humanitarian crisis along
the U.S.-Mexico border.

The U.S. Department of Home-
land Security estimates that more than
52,000 unaccompanied youth have
illegally crossed the border — almost
double last year’s total. A majority of
these young people may experience
violence, sexual abuse or other forms
of exploitation at the hands of un-
scrupulous drug cartels, human traf-
fickers and smugglers.

U.S. Border Patrol agents and per-
sonnel are being overwhelmed by
this unprecedented influx of unac-
companied immigrant children, teen-
agers and families instead of focus-
ing on their first priority to secure our
southern border. Immediate action is
needed.

First, I respectfully request the
immediate deployment of the Na-
tional Guard to our southern border.
The men and women of our National
Guard are uniquely qualified to re-
spond to such humanitarian crises.
They will be able to protect and pro-

cess these undocumented immigrants
while allowing border patrol person-
nel to focus on their primary duty:
securing our borders from drug smug-
glers, human traffickers and terror-
ists.

Second, I ask that you immedi-
ately deploy immigration judges,
consular officials and other adminis-
trative resources to expedite hearings
and deportations of undocumented
immigrants. A quick and expeditious
hearing process could be the best and
most effective deterrence to Central
American families who are contem-
plating sending their children to en-
ter the U.S. illegally.

And finally, I respectfully request
that you demand the governments of
El Salvador, Guatemala and Hondu-
ras to do more in finding solutions to
this growing humanitarian crisis and
deter children and their families from
seeking refuge in the United States.

Mr. President, it is the federal
government’s responsibility to pro-
tect our borders. I respectfully ask
that you take the above actions im-
mediately to address this problem
and work with Congress to develop a
long-term strategy to secure our bor-
ders and enforce our current immi-
gration laws.

Leonard Lance
Member of Congress

Seventh District, New Jersey

For four weeks out of each calendar
year, Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church becomes a temporary home to
young families experiencing
homelessness. They provide safe shel-
ter, warm meals and support and com-
panionship to five families at a time
under the guidance of Family Promise
of Union County, the umbrella organi-
zation which combines Willow Grove
Church’s efforts with 12 other hosting
congregations across Union County.

This effort would not be possible
without the support of many volun-
teers and donors. This year, Willow
Grove received support from the fol-
lowing local groups: First Baptist
Church of Westfield, Community Pres-
byterian Church in Mountainside, St.
Luke’s and All Saints Episcopal
Church in Union, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints (Short Hills
Ward), Townley Presbyterian Church
in Union, Connecticut Farms Presby-
terian Church in Union, and Brownie
Troop No. 41480.

Willow Grove Church would also
like to recognize the individuals and
families who have donated their time,
skills, supplies and money in support
of this essential program: Maila
Acampora; Sharon, Ryan, Brandon and
Justin Hung Au; Rachel Barash; Marsh
Brunette; Reverend Howard Bryant;
Sue and Bill Buchanan; Corinne Coates;
Reverend Cynthia Cochran-Carney and
Joshua Cochran-Carney; Barbara
Couphos; Meril Davies; Laura
DeGennaro; Linda DiDario; Nadja and
Patrick Ellman; Maryjane and Jon Finne
and family; Marta and Meghan Flynn;
Maryann Friscia; Sheila Griffin;
Danielle, Nicholas and Samantha Hale;
Teresa Hale; Pat Hanigan; Irene Hatton;

Linda Johnson; Bermann and Oliver
Joseph; Bob Klingelhofer; Betty
Lehnert; Lori, Kay, Stefan, Thomas
and Christina Lim; Sandra Malcolm;
Tim, Gina, Sean, Caitlin and Jillian
McConville; Judy Murphy; Marci and
Natalie Nardone; Diane and Brandon
Novello; Herbert O’Brien; Sue Palmer;
August and Bonnie Ruggiero; Janet
Sangekar; Maggie, Anthony and A.J.
Savoca; Wendell Scott; Jill, Bill, Nikki
and Tasha Segulin; Wilma Sinnock;
Jeanne Smith; Marilyn Thorne; Lainie
and Remi Ventura; Ellen Walsh-Sobel;
Bernie Whalen; Jeanne, Mike and Leah
White; Paul Whitehurst; Janet Winey;
Terry and Ken Wooster and Neda
Yarnall.

Although Willow Grove Church
hosts families four weeks out of each
year, the shelter program runs 356
days throughout the year by rotating
which congregations host each week.
Families who have been helped by this
program receive job training, literacy
skills, day care, and much more though
Family Promise of Union County to
help lift people out of homelessness
and into more permanent housing.

To find out more about Family Prom-
ise or to donate in support of this
program, call (908) 289-7300 or visit
their website at familypromiseuc.org.
To find out more about Willow Grove
Church’s many mission projects and
summer activities and worship ser-
vices, call (908) 232-5678 or visit
willowgrovechurch.org. Sunday wor-
ship services start at 10 a.m. and all
facilities are handicapped-accessible.

Jill Segulin,
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church

Scotch Plains

More letters on pages 5, 12

“War is peace.
Freedom is slavery.

Ignorance is strength.”
-- George Orwell, 1984

“They who can give up essential liberty to
obtain a little temporary safety deserve

neither liberty nor safety.”
-- Benjamin Franklin


