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MATTRESSES YOU’LL FLIP OVER!

Tis the season for 
summertime fun.

So make your 
way to Shovlin 

Mattress Factory...

Come find your
Nirvana...

...and find out what 
Made in New Jersey 

is all about!

ShovlinMattress.com
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NY DELI EXPERIENCE...NY 8th Ave Deli has opened at 256 East Broad Street
in the former location of Windmill next to Digiplex Rialto Westfield. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Sherry Cronin, executive director, Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC); Gene Jannotti, interim executive director, Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC); John and Sofia Yu, owners, NY 8th Ave
Deli, and Westfield town council members Keith Loughlin and Sam Della Fera.

NEW NAIL SALON...First Class Nails has expanded from its South Orange
location to 21 Elm Street next to Le Bain Bath and Body Boutique. Pictured at its
grand opening, from left to right, are: Sam Della Fera, Westfield town council-
man; Sherry Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corp. executive director; Mirian
Obando, First Class Nails owner; Gene Jannotti, interim executive director,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) and Keith Loughlin,
Westfield councilman.

RVSA Admin. Bldg. Floods;
Commissioner Resigns

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s Board of Com-
missioners heard numerous items at
their June 19th meeting in follow-up
to a flood incident about six weeks
ago. They also are proceeding with
the process to reduce storm water
entry to their system.

For the second month in a row, the
board meeting was held upstairs. RVSA
Executive Director Jim Meehan said this
was the result of a May 1 flood of the
downstairs of the RVSA’s two-story ad-
ministration building. The flood was
caused by a malfunction of a gate control-
ling flow to bypass secondary treatment.
The unexpected closing of the gate caused
the primary treatment area to overflow,
with the excess making its way into the
administration building to a depth of
about six inches. He said the problem was
quickly corrected, limiting the damage.
Had the problem not been corrected rap-
idly, the flood would have been approxi-
mately three feet deep, RVSA Staff Engi-
neer John Buonocore said.

Mr. Meehan said the cost of clean-
up and repair to the building have been
placed at $129,000, with $45,000 go-
ing to clean up and the remainder for
rebuilding and replacement. Currently,
the downstairs is stripped of plaster-
board to a height of about two feet and
carpeting has been removed. Damage
to other items, which were located in
the flooded space, is still being shopped
for replacement costs. The authority

expects to match the repairs to the
upstairs renovation scheduled to be-
gin this month.

A form resolution, which may be
used by member municipalities as a
tool for helping to control inflow
and infiltration (I&I), has been pre-
pared by the authority’s attorney,
Dennis Estis. The resolution,
which may be adopted by mem-
ber municipalities, serves as a
tool to enable them to reduce I&I.
The authority has passed a reso-
lu t ion  increas ing  each
municipality’s flow rights and
will begin assessing fees when
the new metering year begins on
Wednesday, October 1. The in-
creased flow rights is expected to
bring all member municipalities,
except Springfield, into compli-
ance with their flow rights.

In order to become compliant,
officials have said Springfield will
need to purchase flow rights from
either Mountainside or Kenilworth
or some combination of the two.
The limited selection of towns is
due to the trunk lines servicing
Springfield. The rights must be pur-
chased according to allocations tied
to the trunk lines.

Randall Hering, Rahway’s com-
missioner to the RVSA, resigned his
position on May 12 citing his profes-
sional workload. A replacement has
not yet been appointed.

RVSA’s regular meeting, originally
scheduled for Thursday July 17, has
been moved forward one week to Thurs-
day, July 10 to avoid conflict with the
office renovation project.

Kean Completes $2.4 Mil.
Graduate School Expansion

UNION – Kean University has
completed a $2.4 million renova-
tion to its Nathan Weiss Graduate
College, funded in part by the
Building Our Future Bond Act,
which will allow Kean to expand
its the Master of Science in Occu-
pational Therapy (OT) graduate
program.

The clinic will offer both pediatric
and adult services when it opens to
the public later this year. The 9,100-
square-foot project adds 150 instruc-
tional seats with three new class-
rooms and a clinic-based teaching
area to the graduate building on the
university’s East Campus in Hillside,
according to a university press re-
lease.

“The new clinic space further dis-
tinguishes Kean’s OT program,
which is not only the top-ranked in
New Jersey, but also among the pre-
mier programs in the nation,” Kean
University President Dawood Farahi
said. “The program is extremely
competitive. More than 300 students
applied for 38 seats available in Fall
2013. As a result of the expansion,
we expect to accept approximately
30 percent more students in a pro-
gram that produces highly paid pro-
fessionals who are in great demand
immediately after passing their reg-
istry exams.”

Mr. Farahi noted that the bond
funds from the State of New Jersey
were the first capital investment
made in higher education in nearly
30 years, and credited Governor
Chris Christie for making the invest-
ment a priority.

“Governor Christie recognizes that
higher education is an economic en-
gine in the State of New Jersey and
his support for this bond initiative
speaks volumes about his commit-
ment to our students,” Mr. Farahi
said.

During the November 2012 elec-
tion, New Jersey voters approved the
Building Our Future Bond Act. The
referendum authorized $750 million
in bonds for designated research in-
stitutions, public colleges, county col-
leges and private colleges with en-
dowments under $1 billion. Kean re-
ceived a $1,987,500 grant from the
Building Our Future Bond Act and a
$100,000 grant from the Higher Edu-
cation Equipment Leasing Fund for
the $2,460,305 project with the bal-
ance funded by existing Kean re-
serves.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics projects that the demand for
occupational therapists will increase
by 29 percent through 2022, which
is much faster than average work-
place demand. By 2030, the number
of older persons in the United States
is expected to reach 71.5 million,
comprising about 20 percent of the
population, according to the Kean
release.

“The new OT clinic space provides
a much needed service to the sur-
rounding community, as there is a
widely recognized shortage of OT
services statewide,” Kean OT Chair-
woman Laurie Knis-Matthews said .
“As the population ages, the need for
these services increases. The clinic
will help reduce the burden on rising
health care costs related to therapy
services by providing services in a
training facility.”

Clinic services will be made avail-
able to the public in Union, Essex
and Hudson counties. The clinic
will provide occupational therapy
services for children, adolescents
and adults focused on rehabilita-
tion and disability, mental health,
productive aging, and health and
wellness.

The OT program previously con-
ducted classes in Townsend Hall, a
facility on the main campus in
Union, which was in need of reno-
vation.

The OT program is accredited by
the Accreditation Council for Occu-
pational Therapy Education
(ACOTE) of the American Occupa-
tional Therapy Association (AOTA).

 For more information, please visit
grad.kean.edu/ot.

Senate Passes Open Space
Legislation by 36-1 Vote

TRENTON – A bipartisan super-
majority of the New Jersey Senate
has passed legislation to dedicate
existing corporate business tax rev-
enues to continue land, water, park,
farmland and historic preservation
efforts. The legislation was approved
overwhelmingly by a vote of 36-1.

In order for the question to appear
on the ballot this November for vot-
ers’ consideration, the Assembly must
also approve the measure by a super-
majority vote by Saturday, August 2.
Bipartisan support for the legislation

is growing in the Assembly, with 30
sponsors and co-sponsors, including nine
Republicans.  The Assembly leadership
has not yet posted the bill for a vote.

Under the proposal, 4 percent of
existing Corporate Business Tax (CBT)
revenues  would be reallocated to en-
sure continued funding to the depleted
Green Acres, Blue Acres, farmland and
historic preservation programs and pro-
grams to improve water quality and
clean-up polluted sites.  In FY20, the
dedication  would increase to 6 per-
cent.

Ignition Interlock Bill
Passed by Assembly

TRENTON – Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) has thanked
the New Jersey Assembly for ad-
vancing the ignition interlock bill –
A-1368.

 Introduced by Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22nd, Scotch
Plains), the bill would require igni-
tion interlocks for all convicted drunk
drivers, including all first-time of-
fenders. Companion legislation S-
385 by Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden), is pending in the Senate
Budget and Appropriations Commit-
tee.

Similar legislation has been passed
in 23 states and these states have
recognized a significant reduction in
drunk driving deaths.

Photo couresy of Gene Jannotti
DRACULA’S CASTLE…Gino Jannotti of Garwood reads The Westfield Leader
while in Bucharest, Romania.
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