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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.
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Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
GOOD SPORTS...Kids get to try their hand at the Olympic sport of curling in Fanwood's LaGrande Park during the Party
in the Park on June 24. Several hundred people attended the opening night of the borough's summer outdoor movie series.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNDER THE BIGTOP...A vendor sells Italian ice under the  bigtop on June 25
during The Zerbini Family Circus held at Hillside Avenue School in Cranford.
The event was sponsored by the Cranford Chamber of Commerce.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER SERIES…The Westfield Community Concert Band opened its Sum-
mer Concert Series on June 26 in Mindowaskin Park with “Marches Around the
World.” The band will continue its concert series tonight, Thursday, July 3, with
a program entitled “Happy Birthday America.”

WF Vet Group Makes Case to
Move Across Street to MS

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
adjustment began a hearing last Tues-
day on an application by the Westfield
Veterinary Group to construct a new
animal hospital and wellness center on
Springfield Avenue across the street
from its present location in Westfield.

Dr. Richard Maus, president and
owner of the Westfield Veterinary
Group, had previously gained approval
from the Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment in 2012 to build a new facility at
the site the applicant operates now as a
hospital and kennel at 562 Springfield
Avenue, plans that called for the demo-
lition of the hospital and the construc-
tion of a new three-story building and
the elimination of the existing kennel.

However, Dr. Maus told the Moun-
tainside board that when the property
adjacent to the Primrose Day School,
1038, 1042, 1046 and 1050 Spring-
field Avenue, became available, it
seemed like a better arrangement for
him. In order to gain more parking
spaces in the proposed hospital park-
ing lot, the school agreed to give up 14

of its 34 spaces.
The applicants, which include the

veterinary group, Primrose School and
POP Realty Corporation/RPG LLC,
the owner of the property, are seeking
14 variances, which include allowance
for parking, foundation and lot cover-
age, rear-yard setback, front-yard park-
ing, side-yard parking, pavement, in-
sufficient parking, an accessory struc-
ture within 10 feet of the principal
building, access to multiple use, signage
and driveways.

Dr. Maus testified that the 1.8-acre
site would allow him to build a 25,601-
square-foot facility with everything on
one floor.

“This is what I dreamed to have” as
opposed to the 19,000-square-foot,
three-story building that was planned
for across the street, he said.

He also said that the rooms for the
animals would be 50 percent larger. Dr.
Maus said the veterinary group mostly
treats cats and dogs, birds and small
animals such as gerbils. He said he
would employ about 57 people and
that some of them would be part-time.
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FW Board OKs Enhancements to
PSE&G South Avenue Substation

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning
board approved enhancements to
Public Service Electric & Gas
Company’s (PSE&G) South Avenue
energy substation following a nearly
one-hour presentation by company
officials last Wednesday.

The board heard comments from
the legal counsel representing
PSE&G, testimony from two of the
company’s officials, and reviewed
several architectural renderings on
the proposed overhaul to the South
Avenue façade of the substation.

In his opening statement, Glenn
Kienz, an attorney with Weiner
Lesniak LLP, the law firm represent-
ing PSE&G in this matter, said the
company was returning after receiv-

ing board approval about a year-and-
a-half ago to expand the substation,
located at 50 South Avenue. PSE&G
was applying for 395 square feet of
additional space to be added to the
control house, which was built on the
site.

Mr. Kienz explained that the con-
trol house is used as a “mustering
area for troubleshooters” who can
respond quickly to emergency situa-
tions. He said as the project is coming
to fruition, more space is needed be-
cause some of the equipment being
brought into the control house is larger
than originally anticipated. The added
square footage would cause the build-
ing to extend slightly towards South
Avenue, but would not require
PSE&G to seek additional variances,
Mr. Kienz said.

Referencing the aesthetic improve-
ments to the façade, he noted that the
revised designs incorporate input
from borough officials and recom-
mendations included in an engineer-
ing report produced in March by
T&M Associates.

The red-brick exterior control
house would increase from its origi-
nal height of 12 feet with the addition
of a three-sided, four-foot parapet to
help conceal the HVAC equipment
being installed on the roof. Other
planned accoutrements to the façade
would include sculpting the site’s
address to the front of the control
house, making architectural improve-
ments to the fencing, installing
stamped concrete and pavers to re-
place the asphalt, and planting three
live-vegetation hedges.

During her testimony, Brandi
Bartolomeo, a PSE&G senior per-
mitting specialist, said the company
will replace the sidewalk in front of
the property to help maintain the pe-
destrian right-of-way, consistent with
the borough’s master plan of con-
tinuous sidewalks along South Av-
enue. Ms. Bartolomeo explained that
hedges cannot exceed a height of
three feet due to the state Board of
Public Utilities (BPU)’ regulations
regarding landscaping placed under
power lines. She added that the BPU
has already approved upgrading this
site.

“My professional opinion is that
there really is no substantial detri-
ment to the public good because there
is no threat of storm runoff. It was
already an impervious surface…there
is no traffic detriment. And there is
less of a visual effect (with the re-
vised renderings),” Ms. Bartolomeo
said.

Several board members pushed
back significantly, however, when
Ms. Bartolomeo mentioned that con-
trol house employees, two during the
day and one at night, would need to
park directly in front of the substa-
tion, on the company’s property, but

Freeholders OK Contract
For Workforce Bus. Ctr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved
a resolution focusing on re-training
dislocated workers, those persons
who have been laid off or termi-
nated, to find new jobs in-demand
fields.

The freeholders approved a one-
year, $1-million contract with the
Industry Business Institute at Union
County College (UCC) to establish
and manage a Workforce Invest-
ment Business Center at Jersey
Gardens Mall in Elizabeth, replac-
ing the current Retail Jobs Skills
Center that had been operated by a
private company.

At the June 19 freeholders agenda
setting meeting, Union County
Workforce Investment Board (WIB)
Director Antonio Rivera said the
center will provide occupational
training for in-demand fields such
as retail, transportation logistics and
distribution, financial services, sup-
ply chain management, construc-
tion, tourism and health care.

Several members of the WIB
board of directors were in atten-
dance in support of the business
center.

Richard Capac of Union, a mem-
ber of the WIB board and vice-
president of its disabilities issues
committee, said based on data from
the New Jersey Department of La-
bor and Workforce Development,
“there is a huge issue for job seek-
ers having the soft skills to acquire
the position they are looking for.”
He said the skills job seekers lack,
both in New Jersey and nationally,
are communication, organization

and writing skills.
“This (business center) is a huge

opportunity to really work together
as a community with different or-
ganizations with common vision to
bring forth the skills sets (and) the
opportunities of our county that it
needs for job creation,” Mr. Capac
said.

WIB Chairman Glenn Nacion of
Wyckoff, vice-president of human
services at Trinitas Medical Center
in Elizabeth, said he supports the
“re-branding of the Retail Skills
Center for high growth, occupa-
tional and soft skills training.”

“This (center) will provide the
residents of Union County with a
vehicle to obtain the skills that they
need to gain meaningful employ-
ment,” he said. “It will provide the
employers of Union County a pool
of qualified applicants.”

Stan Robinson of Linden, another
WIB board member and a member
of the NAACP’s economic devel-
opment committee for the state, said
he teaches résumé writing and how
to use social media for job searches.
He also heard from employers of
the lack of “soft skills.” He said
while recent graduates have the
technical skills, they lack skills such
as being on time, how to dress and
how to communicate both orally
and in writing.

He said he supports “anything
that we can do to further the oppor-
tunities of job seekers to acquire
those skills and to provide employ-
ers with a pool of qualified candi-
dates that have the total package of
skills that they need.”

Pat Moschetti of New Providence
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SP-F BOE Discusses Possible
Drop-Off Zone for Brunner

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As part of the
final board of education meeting for
the 2013-2014 school year, board mem-
bers and the community last Thursday
discussed the newly proposed Brunner
School drop-off plan.

At the previous board meeting, it
was announced that a community meet-
ing would be held on June 20 to discuss
parent, neighbor and community con-
cerns regarding the plan. Scotch Plains
resident Sean Aitken, who has been
asking for a drop-off zone at Brunner,
was asking the board what would be
the next step in the process.

The current plan, which was dis-
cussed at the June 20 meeting, involves
parents entering Redwood Road from
Westfield Road. Drivers will then make
a right turn onto Cedarbrook Road and
proceed to the drop-off area. Left-hand
turns from Redwood Road to

Cedarbrook will not be allowed, ac-
cording to the plan.

In addition, the plan states that chil-
dren will only be able to exit their
parents’ car with assistance of parent
volunteers at 8:22 a.m. Once out of the

New Apartments Increasing
Ridership on Raritan Line

By LISA HAGAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — After several
new apartment complexes have in-
creased train ridership and stimu-
lated businesses, the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition discussed how down-
town Cranford has become the
“poster child for development” at
its bi-monthly meeting held Mon-
day at the Westfield Municipal
Building.

Kathleen Miller Prunty, director
of Cranford’s Downtown Business
and Economic Development Office,
presented a report on the five Train
Oriented Development (TOD)
projects and the residents who live
in these apartments over the past 10
years.

She said 80 percent of residents

living in these apartments are
“empty nesters” from nearby towns
including Cranford, Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The
361 new units, which range in rent
from $1,700 to $3,500 per month,
include Cranford Crossing,
Riverfront at Cranford Station, 29
Alden, Woodmont Station at Cran-
ford and Northgate.

Ms. Prunty said more young fami-
lies have moved from New York
City and Hoboken into the area since
the move into newer developments
has opened up more houses in Cran-
ford.

“[Empty nesters] can stay in the
community where their house was
and nothing needs to change except
life gets a little easier,” she said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN...Families get cozy on blankets and lawn chairs on Tuesday night to
enjoy Fanwood’s Movie Night in LaGrande Park featuring Monster University.
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