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sessment of Readiness for College
and Careers), which is replacing New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowl-
edge, is web-based.

Mrs. Groning said it has yet to be
decided whether the students will be
able to take the devices home.

In other business, board member
Linda Koenig sought board support for
a resolution asking the State Legisla-
ture to repeal the superintendent’s sal-
ary cap, saying many school districts
are seeing their chief administrators
leave because of the law. A-2930 and
S-1987 would prohibit the New Jersey
Department of Education from regu-
lating the maximum salary amount a
school district may pay its superinten-
dent, according to the New Jersey
School Boards Association (NJSBA),
which supports both measures. NJSBA
has drafted a sample resolution that
local boards can adopt to show their
support. The bills are in committee.

The board revealed that while sum-
mer has begun, there is a lot of activity
at Lincoln School. The Garwood Y is
using the school temporarily while re-
pairs are being made to its building.
The summer recreation program also
will use the facility as the Athletic Field
Complex has not been completed. Ad-
ditionally, the school’s special-educa-
tion summer program is operating from
the school.
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two lots,” she said. Regarding safety
issues for the children, she said the
drop-off time is between 8 and 9
a.m. and parents would have to bring
their children to the classroom and
sign them in.

She said the pick-up time is be-
tween 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. She noted
that the entrances for the both fa-
cilities would be in separate areas
of the property. She said she is ap-
proved for 230 students and now
has 194. Ms. Gray said a summer
camp is operating for six- and seven-
year olds, and that those children
are bused from the Beechwood
School in Mountainside and from
the Wilson School in Westfield.

Paul Gaglioti, president of POP
Realty/RPG LLC, testified that the
company has many properties along
Route 22 which are rented to retail
stores.

“There is no market for office
space. It doesn’t sell unless you’re
adjacent to the New Jersey Turn-
pike of the Garden State Parkway,”
he said. “People are working from
home now and office space is not in
demand.” He also said, “So, it makes
sense to build this facility.”

James White, of Bedrock Con-
struction, the company building the
new hospital, showed the board a
sample of the concrete insulated

material which will be used for the
hospital. He called it economical
and almost sound proof.

Project engineer W. Lee Titus ex-
plained the lot plans to the board.
The board addressed such concerns
as lighting, traffic and water eleva-
tion.

Blasé Weimer, project architect,
outlined the layout of the rooms in
the new facility. He testified that
the new building would be 35 feet
high. He said the ground signage
identifying the building would be in
no way offensive. He described the
dog run as being 360 square feet
covered, and having a chain-link
fence.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
asked Mr. Weimer if he could design
the building differently in order to
increase the rear yard setback. Mr.
responded by saying, “I’d have to
discuss that with my client.”

At that point, following three-and-
a-half hours of testimony, Board
Chairman John Tremaine asked that
the application be continued at the
Tuesday, July 22 meeting.

The application of Don Don Re-
alty LLC for a preliminary site plan
and development of a new commer-
cial building at 903 Mountain Av-
enue and 90 New Providence Road
was postponed.
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Fourth of July Celebrations,
Fireworks Schedules

Thursday, July 3
Westfield

The Westfield Community Band
will hold its annual Independence
Day Concert at 7:30 p.m. in
Mindowaskin Park. The band will
be joined by members of the
Westfield Chapter of the Sons of
the American Revolution (SAR) and
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR).

As in prior years, the program
will feature the West Fields Color
Guard, who will present the Colors
and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
The speaker for the ceremony is
newly elected Westfield Town
Councilman David Oliveira. Also
featured will be special appearances
by Westfield’s own “Towne Crier,”
who will present the “news of the
day.”

Highlighting the band’s music
program will be performances by
vocalist Kerry Stubbs, singing
“What a Wonderful World” and
“God Bless America.” Actor Ernest
Wiggins, an assistant professor at
Kean University, will read the poem
“Carentan O Carentan” written by
Louis Simpson, a former member
of the 101st Airborne Division, con-
trasting his battle experiences in
the days following D-Day. The read-
ing will be followed by a perfor-
mance of the John Williams com-
position, “Hymn to the Fallen,” from
the film Saving Private Ryan.

The remainder of the program
will include “American Pageant,”
“Battle Hymn of the Republic,”
“Washington Post March,” “Vic-
tory at Sea” and “The Stars and
Stripes Forever.”

New Providence
The New Providence Business

and Professional Association
(NPBP) will again sponsor the
borough’s Independence Day cel-
ebration, which will be held on
South Street. The event will have
activities including music from DJ
John Souren of Club Souren on top
of the NP Fuel “Jets” Truck, as well
as entertainment by juggler Will
Shaw. The “Chalk on South Street”
will again be featured, where kids
of all ages receive a free “bucket”
of chalk to create art and messages
on the street.

Fireworks will begin at approxi-
mately 9:30 p.m. with South Street
closing at 7 p.m. from Gales Drive
to Springfield Avenue.

Friday, July 4
Clark

The township will hold its annual
fireworks display to celebrate Inde-
pendence Day with festivities be-
ginning about 7:30 p.m. They will
include food vendors and a DJ. Fire-
works will go off at dusk at Arthur
L. Johnson High School. The rain
date will be Saturday, July 5.

Cranford
A variety of family-oriented

events will be held throughout the
day in the township, including ca-
noe races at the Cranford Canoe
Club beginning at 8 a.m.; the an-
nual Firecracker 1 Mile Run at 8:30
a.m., followed by the 4 Mile race at
9 a.m., sponsored by the Cranford
Jaycees, at Nomahegan Park; a bike-
decorating contest at 1:30 p.m.; an
egg toss at 2 p.m. and a Backwards
Race at 2:30 p.m. at Nomahegan
Park.

The Independence Day celebra-
tion will conclude with an evening
fireworks display in Nomahegan.
The rain date for fireworks is Satur-
day, July 5.

Mountainside
The borough will present a fire-

works show at about 9 p.m. The
show is being staged at the fields
behind the Our Lady of Lourdes
and Deerfield Schools. Admission
is free and the Police Athletic
League (P.A.L.) will serve free ice
cream for kids. The community
event is sponsored by the Moun-
tainside Borough Council, the
Mountainside P.A.L. and the Moun-
tainside Fire Company. The rain
date for the fireworks will be Satur-
day, July 5.

Springfield
The township’s celebration will

be held at Meisel Avenue Park with
gates opening at 5 p.m. with $5
dollar donations requested. A pet-
ting zoo, pony rides, trackless train,
moonwalk and a waterslide will be
featured. A concert beginning at
7:30 p.m. will feature The Toys
with Barbara Harris and The 1910
Fruitgum Company with special
guest Dennis Tufano.

Food and drinks will be avail-
able. The evening’s festivities will
conclude with an evening fireworks
display.

Summit
The city’s 67th Annual Mayor’s

Fourth of July Celebration will be
held at Soldiers Memorial Field on
Ashland Road. The festivities be-
gin with the Flag Raising Ceremony
at 9:45 a.m. with representatives of
Summit area veterans organiza-
tions. The Children’s Decorated
Bicycle Parade begins at 10 a.m.
Following the Decorated Bicycle
Parade, a children’s concert with
Polka Dot will entertain young visi-
tors.

Novelty rides, ponies, crafts,
games of chance and carnival at-
tractions will run from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. At 11:30 a.m., The Kootz, a
Rock and Roll on Fiber band, will
perform. The Summit Fire Depart-
ment, Police Department and Emer-
gency Medical Services will hold
their annual battle on the softball
field at noon at Memorial Field for
the Chamber of Commerce Trophy.

The celebration will conclude
with a concert featuring The Cam-
eos, a nine-piece oldies/vocal har-
mony group, at 7:45 p.m., followed
by a fireworks display at 9:15 p.m.
in the sky over Memorial Field.

Plainfield
The city will hold its 91st annual

Central July 4th Celebration fea-
turing a parade at 10 a.m. on East
Front Street with a fireworks dis-
play at dusk in Cedar Brook Park.
The parade and fireworks display
are free. Refreshments will be sold
by participating food vendors.

James E. West, Sr., an inventor
and scientist, will serve as the
parade’s grand marshal. Mr. West,
a Plainfield resident, is a co-inven-
tor of the electret microphone,
which is used in 90 percent of all
contemporary microphones today.

The concert previously held be-
fore the fireworks display has been
rescheduled to Wednesday, August
13, as part of the Union County
Summer Arts Festival.

communities that [these individuals]
are not able to do these basic things?”
Mr. Moschetti questioned.

He said he used to teach sixth- and
seventh-grade mathematics in East
Orange, where he said most students
had only third- or fourth-grade apti-
tude. “Why? Because they were so-
cially promoted to the next grade
whether they had the skill or not. When
they get to 12th grade, they don’t have
the skills...It doesn’t do them any good.
It doesn’t do society any good,” Mr.
Moschetti said.

He said if the skilled labor market is
not improved, businesses will leave
“and then your tax base suffers and you
have to ask the rest of us who are
staying to increase our taxes to pay for
this spiral.”

On another issue, Mike Norman of
Cranford thanked the freeholders, es-
pecially Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, for helping the
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Union County Freeholders
residents of Westfield and Cranford in
their efforts that led Union County
College to pick Oak Ridge Park in
Clark to construct a sports complex for
its lacrosse, soccer and track programs
instead of the UCC campus in Cran-
ford. He said the Cranford location
would have caused “devastation” for
the surrounding neighborhoods.

Mr. Norman said since the college
has $1.4 million set aside for the project,
he does not feel the college should seek
any funding from the county.

Union County Manager Al Faella
said he has been authorized by the
freeholders to reach out to UCC Presi-
dent Margaret McMenamin, “to have
preliminary discussions about the use
of Oak Ridge (Park) for a future field
for Union County College.”

In other business, the freeholders
approved a one-year contract with
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of
New Jersey for the county’s health
insurance and prescription coverage
for county employees. The $43,506,484
insurance contract is flat from last year
while the prescription plan is
$11,043,474, representing a 1.75 de-
crease from last year.

“We are very proud to put out a zero
percentage increase in our health ben-
efits,” Freeholder Chairman Chris
Hudak said. “We have been aggres-
sively trying to get our insurance expe-
rience better so we can go out to market
and get a better rate to save the taxpay-
ers money.”

School will be replaced and take
about a week or two to be com-
pleted.

Superintendent of Schools Gayle
Carrick presented her biannual re-
port about cases regarding harass-
ment, intimidation or bullying (HIB).
From September to December 2013,
she said 10 cases were reported, but
none of them were classified as HIB.

“As I keep giving you these up-
dates, we’re seeing a decline in the
numbers of cases,” Ms. Carrick said.
“In my last report, we had a total of
32 cases reported and 15 of those
were substantiated as HIB.”

For this report, which is mandated
by the Anti-bullying Bill of Rights
passed in 2011 by the State Legisla-
ture, she said there were no repeat
offenders, but there is still a trend of
these cases, mainly occurring in the
middle schools.

Ms. Carrick also explained that
while these cases involve verbal and
physical situations, the schools are
starting to see an increase in elec-
tronic harassment.

The board also honored students’
extracurricular achievements.
Members presented 42 students
with certificates for their athletic
accomplishments in baseball, soft-
ball, lacrosse, and track and field.
Sarah Parlapiano, a student at
Cranford High School, was chosen
to be a part of the 2013-2014 All-
State Women’s Chorus.

Dennis McCaffery, the high
school’s baseball coach, was named
Union County Baseball Coach of
the Year and the 2013 Coach of the
Year by the New Jersey Coaches
Association. The board also hon-
ored coaches Sarah Becker, Kerry
Drexler, William Ray, Albert
Reinoso, John Schiano and Lisa Wil-
liams.
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Raritan Valley

FW Board OKs PSE&G
Substation Enhancements

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FFANWOOD — The planning
board approved enhancements to
Public Service Electric & Gas
Company’s (PSE&G) South Avenue
energy substation following a nearly
one-hour presentation by company
officials last Wednesday.

The board heard comments from
the legal counsel representing
PSE&G, testimony from two of the
company’s officials, and reviewed
several architectural renderings on
the proposed overhaul to the South
Avenue façade of the substation.

In his opening statement, Glenn
Kienz, an attorney with Weiner
Lesniak LLP, the law firm repre-
senting PSE&G in this matter, said
the company is returning after re-
ceiving board approval about a year-
and-a-half ago to expand the substa-
tion, located at 50 South Avenue, to
apply for 395 square feet of addi-
tional space to be added to the con-
trol house, which was built on the
site.

Mr. Kienz explained that the con-
trol house is used as a “mustering
area for troubleshooters” who can
respond quickly to emergency situ-
ations. He said as the project is com-
ing to fruition, more space is needed
because some of the equipment be-
ing brought into the control house is
larger than originally anticipated.
The added square footage would
cause the building to extend slightly
towards South Avenue, but would
not require PSE&G to seek addi-
tional variances, Mr. Kienz said.

Referencing the aesthetic im-
provements to the façade, he noted
that the revised designs incorporate
input from borough officials and rec-
ommendations included in an engi-
neering report produced in March
by T&M Associates.

The red-brick exterior control
house would increase from its origi-
nal height of 12 feet with the addi-
tion of a three-sided, four-foot para-
pet to help conceal the HVAC equip-
ment being installed on the roof.
Other planned accoutrements to the
façade would include sculpting the
site’s address to the front of the
control house, making architectural
improvements to the fencing, in-
stalling stamped concrete and pav-
ers to replace the asphalt, and plant-
ing three live-vegetation hedges.

During her testimony, Brandi
Bartolomeo, a PSE&G senior per-
mitting specialist, said the company
will replace the sidewalk in front of
the property to help maintain the
pedestrian right-of-way, consistent
with the borough’s master plan of
continuous sidewalks along South
Avenue. Ms. Bartolomeo explained
that hedges cannot exceed a height
of three feet due to the state Board of
Public Utilities (BPU) regulations
regarding landscaping placed under
power lines. She added that the BPU
has already approved upgrading this
site.

“My professional opinion is that
there really is no substantial detri-
ment to the public good because
there is no threat of storm runoff. It
was already an impervious
surface…there is no traffic detri-
ment. And there is less of a visual
effect (with the revised renderings),”
Ms. Bartolomeo said.

Several board members pushed
back significantly, however, when
Ms. Bartolomeo mentioned that con-
trol house employees, two during
the day and one at night, would need
to park directly in front of the sub-
station, on the company’s property,
but near the sidewalk. Board mem-
ber Matthew Juckes, who objected
immediately, said any parking in
front of the property is unnecessary.

Directing his comments to his fel-
low board members, Mr. Juckes said,
“Correct me if I’m wrong, at the last
couple of meetings that we’ve had,
along South (Avenue) we talked
about not encouraging parking along
on property right in front of the
street.” Parking is encouraged in the
rear of buildings, he added.

Ms. Bartolomeo asked the board
to “consider the safety of our PSE&G
employees,” citing the lack of cross-
walks to the company’s building di-
rectly across the street.

Board member Daniel Zucker said
he does not anticipate parking on the
street to be a problem given that the
substation is located in an area
deemed a light industrial zone by
the borough. Mr. Zucker said allow-
ing parking directly in front of the
fence would be “inconsistent with
the vision plan” for South Avenue.

Testifying to the substation’s ex-
tremely tight conditions, Raymond
Tripodi, a PSE&G transmission per-
mitting manager, said vehicles can
only enter the substation in front on
South Avenue and exit in the back on
the La Grande Avenue side.

“If we built this from scratch, we
would require twice the size of the
footprint of this station,” Mr. Tripodi
said.

Responding to Dale Flowers, plan-
ning board chairman, about the ex-
pected lifespan of the substation’s
upgrade, Mr. Tripodi said the
changes should last at least 30 years,
or as long as the life of a typical
transformer and other equipment at
the site.

After a brief discussion among
the members, the board approved
the proposed enhancements to the
South Avenue façade, and also re-
quired PSE&G to remediate the di-
lapidated landscaping on the La
Grande Avenue side.

The next regular planning board
meeting is scheduled for Wednes-
day, July 23, 7:30 p.m., at Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue.

and nothing needs to change except
life gets a little easier,” she said.

Ms. Prunty said these develop-
ments are pedestrian-oriented since
residents are in walking distance to
the downtown and less people are
driving to the stores. She said they
have helped support businesses with
many retail stores located in the
complexes, including a new
Starbucks that opened in April at
Riverfront at Cranford Station.

She also said the units are close
to the train station with many of
them along the Raritan Valley Line,
which has helped increase train rid-
ership.

“We’ve watched our downtown
really come alive since 2003,” Ms.
Prunty said. “It’s good because each
project took vacant lots and dilapi-
dated buildings and converted them
into great projects.”

The coalition also discussed more
engagement on social media plat-
forms including its already existing
presence on Facebook and Twitter.
Mindy Scarlett, owner of The
Scarlett Marketing Group in Fan-
wood, encouraged spreading the
word to continue gaining traction
online.

After launching the coalition
website in the fall of last year, Ms.
Scarlett said the website has a total
of almost 12,000 visitors. The coa-
lition also has more than 800 “likes”
on Facebook and 103 followers on
Twitter.

“The whole point is to engage,”
Ms. Scarlett said. “We really need
to rocket fuel [the social media
websites].”

After seeing a 2-percent increase
in Raritan Valley Line’s one-seat
service from March to May, coali-
tion members also discussed fur-
ther implementation of this service
at the NJ Transit meeting on June 4.
One-seat rides allow riders to com-
mute to New York City without a
connection in Newark.

Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer
said the coalition will expand the
Raritan Valley Line’s one-seat ser-
vice on weekday off-peak evenings
by the fall. He said the next step is
weekend one-seat service with a
target date of fall 2015.


