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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Westfield 
Veterinary Group

Now Open
24/7

Every Day!
Richard Maus, DVM • 562 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ • 908-232-1048

Successful Appeal Can Lead
To Lower Property Taxes

James M. Foerst

Although the real estate market
has rebounded, in many situations
your property value has not caught
up to your tax bill. As a taxpayer,
you have the right to appeal your
property tax assessment as a means
to reduce your real
estate tax obliga-
tions. You should
understand that to
be successful in re-
ducing your tax bill,
you must prove that
your home’s as-
sessed value is le-
gally “unreason-
able.” With a suc-
cessful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be set
for the three years
which can amount
to a considerable
amount of savings.
The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing
your taxes is to
present your claim to the courts
through expert tax and legal advisors
with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a

decade in our local community. Mr.
Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process. He has
assisted hundreds of families in sav-
ing thousands of dollars in property

tax payments over
the last decade.

Save money.
Make the sale of
your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the
long-term expenses
associated with your
home. Make it more
affordable to stay in
your house. All with
lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must
be filed by April 1.
For more informa-
tion about tax ap-
peals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the
complimentary as-
sessment form to see

if you can save money on your taxes
or get started with a free consultation
by calling our experts at (908) 322-
4886.
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Fanwood Supports ‘Wear Red
Day’ to Fight Heart Disease

BACK IN TIME…Lisa Wilkins and Chuck Winch, above, will sing authentic
Civil War songs during “Songs of the Civil War: History and Myth,” a presen-
tation for adults on Thursday, February 13, in the Deserted Village in the
Watchung Reservation from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. See story on page 19.

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr will light up Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall in bright red on Friday,
February 7, to support the Ameri-
can Heart Association’s National
Wear Red Day to raise awareness of
women’s cardiac health. Heart dis-
ease remains the number one killer
of women in America and is often
preventable. Yet, only 20 percent of
women believe heart disease is their
greatest health threat.

“We want to empower women to
reduce their risk of heart attack,”
said Mayor Mahr. “Our borough
hall will glow bright red on Febru-
ary 7th as we spread the word that
women need to make their health a
top priority, and that includes fight-
ing cardiovascular disease.”

“Women need to be educated
about risk factors and the signs and
symptoms of heart attack,” said
Patty Buckridee, captain of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad and a heart
attack survivor. “As EMTs, we are
taught to look for specific symp-
toms in women, but that knowledge
is available to everyone.”

The American Heart Association
identifies these heart attack signs
common in women:

1. Uncomfortable pressure,
squeezing, fullness or pain in the
center of the chest. It lasts more
than a few minutes, or goes away
and comes back.

2. Pain or discomfort in one or
both arms, the back, neck, jaw or
stomach.

3. Shortness of breath with or
without chest discomfort.

4. Other signs such as breaking
out in a cold sweat, nausea or
lightheadedness.

5. As with men, women’s most
common heart attack symptom is
chest pain or discomfort. But
women are somewhat more likely
than men to experience some of the
other common symptoms, particu-
larly shortness of breath, nausea/
vomiting and back or jaw pain.

“If you have any of these signs,
don’t wait before calling for help,”
said Ms. Buckridee. “Call 911 right
away.”

Fanwood Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell, a registered nurse, said
women need to work just as hard as
men to minimize their risk for heart
attack. “Denial is a killer,” said
Councilwoman Mitchell. “Once
women accept they are at the same
risk for heart disease as men, they
can make the appropriate lifestyle
changes including stopping smok-
ing, exercising and eating healthier.
Getting regular blood pressure and
cholesterol checks are also good
preventative measures.”

More information about women’s
cardiac health can be found at
www.goredforwomen.org.

DWC Holds Reorg.; Names
New Board Member

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC),
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), held
its first board of directors’ meeting
of 2014 this past Monday evening.

The meeting included the DWC’s
annual reorganization assembly in
order to name the board’s officers
for the new year. During the meet-
ing, it was determined by vote that
all leadership positions would re-
main the same from 2013.

Dominick Verdic remains the
board’s chairman, with Alan De
Rose retaining his position of vice-
chairman. Shawn Hanna remains
the board’s treasurer, with Lisa
Bertone retaining the recording sec-
retary position.

Sam Della Fera remains the
Westfield Town Council liaison to
the board, with Stephanie Walsh
serving as the mayor’s designee.
Robert Centrella will continue to
serve as a resident member of the
board and James Gildea, town ad-
ministrator, also will continue to
serve as a liaison to the town coun-
cil.

Sherry Cronin, executive direc-
tor of the DWC, announced that
Jaime Chaves’ term as a board mem-
ber expired on December 31, 2013.
Mr. Chaves held one of the two
business operator positions on the
board since April 2008 and filled
the unexpired term of David
Martone. He was reappointed by
the mayor and council for a three-
year term in 2010.

“Jaime was a great board mem-
ber and supporter of the DWC,”
stated Ms. Cronin. “Even though
he was busy running his successful
Xocolatz restaurant, he often helped
with promotional events especially.
I expect that he will continue to do
so, perhaps in one or more of our
committees.”

Ms. Cronin stated that the board
will honor Mr. Chaves for his years
of service at the next DWC meet-
ing.

Ms. Cronin also announced that
Frank Isoldi would replace Mr.
Chaves on the board. “Mr. Isoldi

was appointed to a three-year term
as a business operator on the board
of directors at the town’s annual
reorganization meeting. The mayor
and town council appointed Frank.
Although I know Frank through
Coldwell Banker and his interest in
Bittersweet Designs, I look forward
to working with him more closely
in the future.”

During the promotions portion
of the meeting, Ms. Cronin adver-
tised the first of two Restaurant
Weeks to be held in 2014. The dates
scheduled for the year’s first Res-
taurant Week are February 17 to 28.

According to Ms. Cronin, 15 to
20 restaurants in town will offer a
two-course lunch for $10; a two-
course dinner for $20 or a three-
course dinner for $30 depending
upon the restaurant.

The promotion does not extend
to Friday and Saturday nights of
those two weeks.

A complete list of restaurants par-
ticipating in Restaurant Week is
available for viewing on the DWC’s
website, located at
westfieldtoday.com.

“It is a very popular event that
draws people to eat out during those
two weeks and to perhaps try res-
taurants that they may never have
experienced in the past,” stated Ms.
Cronin. “We also have CoolVines
and The Liquor Basket offering
wine specials during Restaurant
Week. Bakeries and dessert places
also offer specials to accompany
Restaurant Week.”

Ms. Cronin also wanted to make
the public aware that several local
retailers in town have a policy of
remaining open later on Thursday
nights, as do some of the national
retailers. Ms. Cronin stated that she
would conduct a survey to deter-
mine how many businesses prac-
tice this and how late they stay
open.

The DWC’s next board of direc-
tors meeting open to the public is
scheduled for Monday, February
24, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC office is
located at 105 Elm Street. For more
information on these topics and
other events in town, visit
WestfieldToday.com.

Breznitsky has been the head soccer
coach for the boys since 1975 and his
teams have earned 25 Watchung Con-
ference Championships, 14 Union
County Championships, 14 Group III
Sectional Championships and seven
Group III Championships. It was noted
that he was one of only seven coaches
in the nation to be an active coach and
to have achieved the 650th winning
mark. In his career, Coach Breznitsky
has garnered 653 wins, 156 losses and
56 ties.

In other business, Board Secretary
and Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki gave a brief presentation re-
garding the special-education budget
for the upcoming school year.

According to her presentation there
are a total of 735 special-education
students for the 2013-2014 school year.
She noted that 627 are placed within
the district and that 108 were placed out
of the district, noting that these students
made up 13.51 percent of the entire
school population of 5,444.

Overall she stated that the special-
education portion of the budget did
have an increase of 3.53 percent, not-
ing that federal aid to the district be-
comes smaller every year. She stated
the funding for the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for
K-12 was $935,000, and $46,000 was
for the preschool programs for ages 3

to 5.
The special-education budget for the

district equaled $18,845,172 with
$981,000 coming from federal aid.

It also was noted that children in
special-education programs are not re-
quired to age out of their programs
until they reach the age of 21.

In addition, Warren McFall accepted
the appointment as a substitute repre-
sentative member of the board of edu-
cation on the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission’s Repre-
sentative Assembly. At the last board
of education meeting, Mr. McFall ex-
pressed an interest in attending the
meetings if Board President Trip
Whitehouse was not available to at-
tend.

Douglas Layne accepted the appoint-
ment to serve as a delegate to the New
Jersey School Boards Association in
Trenton. During the last board of edu-
cation meeting, the appointment was
tabled as Mr. Layne was not in atten-
dance and did hold the position last
year. It was noted that the position
requires a substantial commitment, as
all of the meetings are held on Satur-
days in Trenton.

The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for tonight, January 30, at
7:30 p.m. in the Administration Build-
ing at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.
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to serve as planner. Mr. Strauss said
Mr. Vinegra and his firm had experi-
ence working in Union County and
the Raritan Valley corridor. The
board voted 10 to 1 to make the
appointment, with Mayor Glover
voting no.

Paul Ferriero of Ferriero Engi-
neering was unanimously reap-
pointed as the board’s engineering
consultant, a post he has held for
several years. Mr. Strauss praised
the “level of detail” that Mr. Ferriero
brings to his work, adding that “he
really knows the town.”

Later in the meeting, Vice-Chair-
man Joseph Doyle briefly spoke
about the upcoming work of the
board’s master plan review commit-
tee that will be examining and revis-
ing the township’s master plan that
must be submitted to state officials
by 2017. And Mrs. Coronato said
she believes the board —despite,
perhaps, a less-than-full agenda of
applications this year — will be busy
nonetheless due to the master plan
review process.

Various committees and liaisons

also were named at Monday’s meet-
ing. Besides heading the master plan
review committee, Mr. Doyle will
lead the architectural review and is-
sues and objectives committees. Mr.
Strauss, besides leading the person-
nel committee, will serve as board
liaison to the environmental com-
mission and head the site plan re-
view committee. Michael Graziano
will chair the rules and procedures
committee and John Thompson will
head the subdivision review com-
mittee.

The board’s next meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, February 10.
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Dominic A. Lagano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DWC REORGANIZATION…The Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC)
held its first board of directors’ meeting of 2014 on Monday at which time
appointments were announced. Pictured, left to right, are: DWC Chairman
Dominick Verdic, Recording Secretary Lisa Bertone, DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin and Frank Isoldi, business operator.

Councilman Daniel Levine heads
the committee to investigate recy-
cling arrangements in Fanwood. He
told Mr. Lewis prior to an upcoming
renewal of its lease, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Recycling Associa-
tion is working to resolve issues
related to its “internal corporate gov-
ernance,” including “a matter re-
garding their current exemption sta-
tus with the IRS that needs to be
clarified.”

He also reported that for many rea-
sons, including changing commodities
prices, the recycling center will no
longer be able to return a profit in 2014.
A budget appropriation will be neces-
sary to keep the center afloat.

Because of the need to renew the
lease, and to include the recycling
center in the borough’s upcoming
budget, the council has decided to
put out a Request for Proposals, aim-
ing to encourage different organiza-
tions to submit cost-effective plans
for maintaining the center. Council-
man Levine said he hopes and ex-
pects that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Recycling Association will be among
those submitting proposals, and indi-
cated that the council will consider
plans including curbside recycling,
center recycling, or some blend, with-
out discrimination.

Councilman Molenaar delivered the
latest news from the planning board
and from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Consolidation Commission. He said
that the planning board continues to
discuss zoning along South Avenue
and is nearing a set of proposals for the

council to redefine the avenue’s zones,
so that they more accurately match
what the planning board would be likely
to approve. Accurate zoning encour-
ages developers to consider improve-
ments by eliminating the risk factor of
needless use-variance applications.

Regarding the Consolidation Com-
mission, Councilman Molenaar ex-
plained that only $5,000 has been
raised so far, whereas at least $100,000
will be necessary to fund the study the
commission proposes. The State of
New Jersey provided legislation that
allowed the commission to form, but it
does not provide funding. The com-
mission must raise the outstanding
funds or forgo the study.

In other news, Councilman Kevin
Boris noted that the recreation com-
mission meeting was in session. Al-
though he could not attend both meet-
ings, as they were occurring simulta-
neously,  he outlined the agenda for the
recreation meeting, which included re-
viewing possible improvements to
LaGrande Park and Forest Road Park
tennis courts, as well as moving into the
planning phase on the skateboard park.
He also pointed out that the ice skating
rink is open.

Councilman Tom Kranz gave his
first report as liaison for Health and
Senior Citizens. He emphasized Na-
tional Wear Red Day on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 2. Fanwood will light borough
hall in red on that day, to promote heart
health awareness.

The next meeting of the borough
council will take place on Tuesday,
February 4.

Photo courtesy of Gavin I. Handwerker
SCORE...Goalie Benjamin Handwerker of Westfield and forward Hudson Gorski
of Scotch Plains, members of the NJ Devils Youth Hockey Club, read The Westfield
Leader following a victory on January 17 at the JWK Winter Classic in Rhode Island.
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