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JAZZING IT UP...A capacity audience was treated to “Four Centuries of Jazz”
on November 16 at the Crossroads in Garwood to benefit the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield. The event featured musical performance and history from
across time as interpreted by Westfield’s own Florian Jazz Combo. The concert
raised more than $1,500 for the museum’s educational services. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Margaret Schantz, Lowell Schantz, Florian Schantz, Cory
Ackerman (partially hidden), Rup Chattopadhyay and Phil Rinaldi.

Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said CDA has re-
vised its studies multiple times
resulting in “the community’s
collective skepticism” of the
project. He said they had used
the wrong methods in its calcu-
lations, and after revising them
showed that Building A was in
the floodway. He also said the
raising of Birchwood Avenue was
not presented at trial.

On the existing site there are
drainage structures that appear
to regulate stormwater, Mr.
Hannen said. However, he said,
the lot could not be effectively
used as a stormwater retention
basin. “This flies in the face of
good common sense and good
stormwater management,” Mr.
Hannen said.

The NJDEP, he said, has cited
technical deficiencies in CDA’s
reports no less than four times
since 2011.

Resident Gail Driscoll, whose
basement was flooded during
Floyd and whose home “was
wiped out” during Irene, asked
why CDA was not using green
products and pervious surfaces
for the driveways, and why a
health impact statement and
an environmental impact state-
ment are not included in its
proposal. “I don’t 100 percent
trust their data,” she said.

“Allowing this will not only de-
stroy my home but hundreds of
other families,” said Anthony
Bonbacco of 35 Wadsworth Ter-
race, who lives adjacent to the
proposed development.

CDA is also proposing to re-
move 72 trees. “They are going
to be taking down some big
trees,” Nelson Ditmar said. “You
need to replace that with 295
trees” under the Cranford tree
ordinance, he said. And CDA is
only agreeing to replace 180
trees. “There seems to be plenty
other spaces to put these trees.
They not only soak up ground-

water but water in general. We
ought to urge the applicant if
this were to go forward that
they have to comply with the
tree ordinance,” Mr. Ditmar said.

Barry Sherrington of 306
Springfield Avenue presented
annual rainfall data for Cranford
that showed that, “if they in-
crease by 40,000 square feet
the impermeable surfaces you

week, he said. “If it doesn’t meet
it then the whole thing is over
with,” he said.

“Cranford moved away from
doing this out of our own budget
because it was so large of a
project. The last iteration for
Phase 3 and 4 was $29 million,
and that was without anyone’s
help,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Under new business, Mayor
Kalnins discussed implementing
the new Master Plan adopted
seven years ago. The previous
master plan was devised some
30 years ago, Ms. Feder said.

“We took a strategy of instead
of implementing the entire plan
at one time, which we had esti-
mates of over $520,000, we came
up with a modified [master plan],
which had key points that were
easier to implement instead of
changing the maps,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

The proposed changes to the
Master Plan may be presented at
a township committee workshop
meeting as early as January 27,
Mayor Kalnins said.

The board had sent a letter to
the township committee stating
its desire to establish a policy to
have a zoning officer or planner
at the planning board meetings,
as well as a follow up on the
affordable housing units that
were identified in the affordable
housing plan, Ms. Feder said.

“The applicant will bring their
own people…we are hearing their
planning and their zoners saying
the spin that they want…it slants
the overall application process,”
said Mr. Illing in regards to why
having a township zoning offi-
cial, engineer or planner at the
board meetings is beneficial.

In a recent application, Ms.
Feder said, “Engineering-wise
they (the applicant) were mak-
ing a lot of claims we could not
substantiate.” The board said it
felt that having a township ex-
pert at the meetings would help
in these instances. When Ron
Meeks was the Township zoning
officer and planner, Mr. Meeks
would sit in at all the meetings,
the board said.

Mayor Kalnins said he would
look into the matter.

Mayor Kalnins also suggested
having the zoning and planning
boards meet to discuss the over-
all roles of each board.

Mayor Kalnins asked about the
future landscape of South Av-
enue from Centennial Avenue to
555 South Avenue. He asked if
retail would result from some
100 families moving into 555
South Avenue. The Office of Busi-
ness and Economic Development
had said it did not want retail
spreading that far away from its
downtown, Mr. Illing said, and
the master plan reflects that.

are looking at a quarter of a
million gallons of rain being
dumped. Nowhere have they
indicated in their plans that they
have the capacity to cater for.
They have said they could put it
in their retention basin, but a
quarter of a million gallons?”

The NJDEP will consider public
information in its decision to be
made on Friday, February 7.

NJDEP Holds Public Hearing for Birchwood

Cranford Bd Discusses Flood Control

Author to Visit Museum
For Talk on Saving Money

CRANFORD — The Cranford His-
torical Society will present Rob-
ert E. Tevis, author of “Keep Your
Hands Out Of My Pocket: Strate-
gies To Get More For Your Money,”
this Sunday, January 26, from
2:15 to 4 p.m. at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum. Doors
will open at 2 p.m. The museum
is located at 124 North Union
Avenue in Cranford.

“Keep Your Hands Out Of My
Pocket” is designed to give people
the negotiation skills they need
to become expert shoppers. It
takes simple, everyday actions
and focuses them into powerful
negotiation tools. The book shows
individuals that they have the
skills already to get the best
deal; they just need to know how
to put them in practice.

From his experience with sales-
people in Fortune 500 compa-

nies and his own personal suc-
cesses, Mr. Tevis presents key
negotiation concepts and tech-
niques. He gained his negotia-
tion skills through study and his
work. Mr. Tevis holds a Master of
Business Administration degree
in Management for Managers of
Technology. He has spent al-
most 25 years in business work-
ing for both IBM and in manage-
ment for Siemens.

Space is limited, so reservations
are required. To reserve a seat, call
the Cranford Historical Society’s
office at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Established in 1928, the Cranford
Historical Society, a non-profit or-
ganization, has been dedicated to
the preservation and perpetuation
of Cranford’s history. For more
information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.


