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CRANFORD — It was standing
room only Thursday during the
New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection (NJDEP)
public hearing at Town Hall. The
public had an opportunity to
comment on the NJDEP’s im-
pending decision on the permit
applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associ-
ates (CDA) to develop 215 and
235 Birchwood Avenue.

More than 22 residents and
officials were vociferous against
the development in a wetlands
area that they feel will increase
flooding in Cranford and
Kenilworth, as well as displace
wildlife, including the Great Blue
Heron and fox, there.

“We hear from famil ies,
oftentimes through tears, de-
tailing harrowing stories of wa-
ters flowing through their win-
dows, rising up their steps tak-
ing over their homes, their prop-
erties…,” Robert Puhak of Cen-
tral Avenue, a former township
official, said.

“Please protect our environ-
ment. Protect our lives. Protect
the welfare of our people. We
are depending on you. Truly,
you may be our only hope left,”
Mr. Puhak said. This sentiment
was echoed by many others.

CDA is requesting permission
to build a 360-unit, multi-fam-
ily development encompassing
two buildings, a parking struc-
ture and an outfall on the flood
hazard area in the branch of the
Rahway River. CDA also is re-
questing to modify a section of
Birchwood Avenue located ad-
jacent to the site.

CDA is seeking a Flood Hazard
Area Individual Permit and Veri-
fication and a Freshwater Wet-
lands Transition Area Averag-
ing Waiver.

The Township of Cranford had
appealed the Superior Court’s

decision in favor of CDA’s
builder’s remedy lawsuit to build
the housing complex in what
the township says is a wetland.
Some 60 of those 360 units are
slotted for affordable housing.
The township committee has
said it will continue to fight this
development.

Richard Riley, Andy Clark,
Dennis Contois and Cindy
Randazzo represented the
NJDEP.

Mike Dipple, a civil engineer
hired by CDA, showed exhibits
of existing conditions of the site
and the proposed development.
There will be two parking areas
to hold some 440 cars, he said.
“All of these buildings and park-
ing and drive aisles will be con-
structed at the minimum of one
foot above the flood hazard area
elevation. There will be a de-
crease in overall impervious
coverage,” he said.

“In terms of impact…the wet-
lands remain untouched…there
is an underground detention
system…there is some proposed
modification to include a sec-
tion of Birchwood Avenue to be
elevated about 1.3 feet,” he
said.

Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott
MacDonald, engineering con-
sultant for the Township of
Cranford, said the proposed
development will raise the wa-
ter level between 1.7 to 2.3
feet, and will affect the proper-
ties across from the site and
upstream.

“If we understand the regula-
tions, you are not allowed to
increase flooding at all if it af-
fects that site,” Mr. Coakley said.

Maria Anderson, of 662 Tren-
ton Avenue in Kenilworth, said
raising the water to 2.3 feet, “Is
a difference of no water in our
basement to the entire base-

ment filled with water.”
Across from the proposed de-

velopment is the township’s
conservation and recycling cen-
ter, which residents and the
Department of Public Works use
to dispose of yard waste and

Cranford Plan Bd. Discusses
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CRANFORD — The planning
board held its reorganization
meeting last Wednesday. The
board selected a new attorney,
for a one-year term, Nicholas
Giuditta of Westfield. He replaces
Attorney Allan Barkin. Mr. Giuditta
previously held the post from
2006 to 2012.

Lynda Feder continues on as
chairperson. Peter Taylor was
selected as vice-chair. Kevin Illing
was selected as secretary.

Bobbie Anderson, Class IV, Ann
Steinbach, Class IV, and Donna
Pedde, Alternate 2, were sworn
in as new members to the plan-
ning board.

Ruthanne Della Sera was se-
lected to continue as scribe.

Mayor Andis Kalnins was sworn
in as a Class I member; Commis-
sioner Mary O’Connor was sworn
in as a Class III member. Ms.
O’Connor was previously Secre-
tary of the Planning Board. She
ran and won for Township Com-
missioner this past election.

Kathleen Murray, Daniel
Aschenbach continue as Class IV
members, and Robert Pipchick
as an alternate member.

The board added The Westfield
Leader as an official newspaper,
in addition to The Star Ledger
and The Cranford Chronicle.

Meetings will be held on the
first and third Wednesday of each
month, with the exception of the

months of July and September,
when the first meeting will be
July 9 and September 10.

In communications, Ms. Feder
said The Mayors Council on the
Rahway River Watershed
Stormwater Advisory Board sent
out a proposal encouraging the
municipalities along the Rahway
River watershed to adopt a wa-
tershed-wide model stormwater
ordinance. “Cranford’s is actu-
ally one of the better ones in the
watershed in terms of stormwater
control,” Ms. Feder said. She said
the board could review the model
ordinance and make a decision if
it should be included in the
board’s goals and objectives.

Mr. Aschenbach, who has been
spearheading Cranford’s role in
finding federal dollars to fund
stormwater management along
the Rahway River, gave an update
on the work of The Mayor’s Council
on the Rahway River Watershed
Stormwater Advisory Board.

The Army Corps of Engineers
plan is to eliminate two small
dams, a modification of the
bridges and lowering the depth
of the Rahway River in Cranford,
Mr. Aschenbach said. The town-
ship is still waiting on the deci-
sion to make it a federal project.

“It has to meet a benefit-cost
ratio, which would put it in line
for congressional funding,” Mr.
Aschenbach said of the plan. He
expects to hear a decision in a

NJDEP Holds Public Hearing for Cranford Birchwood Project
recyclable materials. Richard
Marsden, Jr., township engi-
neer, had said, “The Conserva-
tion Center—we cannot be in
the flood plain—it is flat up there
and any real increase will im-
pact that area and decrease our

ability to use that area com-
pletely.”

Floodwaters have ravaged
Cranford, and many people
spoke about how this develop-
ment will only cause the flood-
ing to worsen.

“Particularly over the last 15
years, we have had four major
flooding events. Hurricane Floyd
1990 devastated hundreds of
home. The tax day storm 2007
damaged hundreds of homes.
In 2010 again we had a snow-
storm, which breached the
levees and damaged several
homes. And Irene in 2011 which
damaged 1,600 homes in
Cranford,” Cranford Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

“Since the 1970s we have been
working extensively to reduce
the overal l  impermeable
area…what this does is push
everything to the extreme,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

After Hurricane Irene hit, the
township, along with other mu-
nicipalities along the Rahway
River, formed The Mayors Coun-
cil on the Rahway River Water-
shed Stormwater Advisory
Board. The board is working
with the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to develop stormwater
management and urging the
federal government to fund the
work.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

Probitas Verus Honos


