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Dogged defense, thievery and
execution catapulted the
Cranford High School girls’ bas-
ketball team past the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 38-34 in
Berkeley Heights on January 17.

“The last time we played here,
we won the state sections, so it
was like a home coming and we
were very excited about that.
They came and beat us the first
game of the season but we’re
very young. They have been
working extremely hard and to-
day it showed how our hard work
has been paying off. Offensively,
we like to look to attack the
basket and when we do that and
get the ball in the middle of the
basket, things go our way and
that’s exactly what we did,” said

Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer.
The 5-5 Cougars totaled 32 re-

bounds and six steals. Senior
guard Mairead McKeary led the
Cougars offensively with 12 points
and sophomore Cerys MacLelland
poured in 11 points and led the
team with nine rebounds. Sopho-
more point guard Lyndsey Pace
netted 10 points, including two
3-pointers and snagged seven
rebounds, two steals and three
assists. Sophomore center
Isabella Speer scored five points
and had five rebounds and senior
guard Kerry Wischusen finished
with six rebounds. Patrice
DiTommaso and Sara Dilly led
the 6-6 Highlanders with nine
points each and Jenny Pires
scored seven points.

The Cougars came out banging
in the first quarter and knocked

in 15 points, while their dogged
defense held the Highlanders to
10 points. McKeary rolled in eight
points, MacLelland hit for four
points and Pace connected suc-
cessfully from long range.

“Our game is a fast pace game.
We all are pushing the ball up,
someone puts it up to the basket
and it just helps us to get going.
Everyone stayed relaxed, our
defense was great; everyone was
talking and helping each other if
someone got beat. It was a huge
team effort,” said McKeary.

Turnovers and misconnects
dimmed the Cougar lead and the
Highlanders chipped away to win
the second quarter, 9-6, to carry
a 21-19 deficit into the third quar-
ter. MacLelland and Speer put in
three points each.

“In the beginning of the game,
they weren’t really trap-
ping us very much and
when they then did, our
fast pace kind of caught
up with us as we needed
to slow the ball down.
Once we started break-
ing down their press, they
backed off a little because
we started to get more
fast break transition
shots,” said Coach Dyer.

The third quarter was a
seesaw battle, but the
Cougars had a decisive
edge on offensive re-
bounds but failed to take
advantage of their oppor-
tunities.

“They’re a very good
team. They work hard.
We work extremely hard
and that’s something we
focus on that no matter
how the game is going.
As long as you’re working
hard, going after loose
balls, going after re-
bounds we’re going to

McKEARY SCORES 12 POINTS, MacLELLAND PUTS IN 11 POINTS, PACE PUMPS IN 10 POINTS

Cougar Cager Girls’ Defense Chills GL Highlanders, 38-34
fight to the end,” said Coach
Dyer.

“Coach knew we had to push
the ball up, work well and just
keep driving to the basket, and if
we did that, we would get points
on the board and we did. We
made our foul shots, which is
good,” said MacLelland.

The Cougars’ biggest lead of
the game came after MacLelland
sank a pair of lay-ups to make
the score, 31-26, with five min-
utes left in the fourth quarter,
but Pires answered with a pair of
2-pointers and a free throw for
the Highlanders. Pace retaliated
with her 3-pointer. McKeary, on
a steal by Hannah DeMars, sank
a 2-pointer, then converted a
pair of free throws to make the

score, 38-33 with seven seconds
left on the clock.

“We outplayed them from the
start, came out aggressive and
did what we had to do. As to the
3-pointers, the shots were right
there, they just gave it to me,”
said Pace.

“We controlled the game the
entire time, making sure that we
take control of the ball, good
defensive positions every time.
We didn’t want to give it to them,
so that kind of led our hunger,”
concluded Coach Dyer.
Cranford 15   6   8   9 38
Gov. Livingston 10   9   7   8 34

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING TIGHT ON DEFENSE…Cougar Kerry Wischusen, No. 32, hangs tight on
defense against the GL Highlanders in Berkeley Heights.
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HEADING DOWN COURT…Cougar Lindsey Pace, No. 3, heads down court in
the game against the GL Highlanders in Berkeley Heights.


