
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, January 23, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

claim a 9-3 victory.
“The first match, coach told me

to just go out and act like it’s a
warm-up. I opened. I was teching
him then I got my turn. This
match, I did the same warm-up
and got my offense again. I got
the takedowns that I wanted. I
know our team works so much

harder than them. It helped me
in the second and the third peri-
ods when the others start gas-
sing,” Barber said.

In the title bout against Lapham,
Barber recorded an escape in the
second period and added a pair
of takedowns (one with a few
seconds remaining) in the third

period to earn a 5-2 decision.
Earlier, Lapham defeated Andrew
Tompkins (C), 4-1, then John
Coler (J), 6-2, in the semis.

“He has good technique. He
does a lot of stuff with good
coaches at his club, but I know I
work harder than he, and work-
ing hard beats talent when talent
doesn’t work hard. I kept on
trying to attack in the finals.
Something finally opened up and
I took advantage of it,” Barber
said.

As the top seed, Velez received
a bye then advanced to the 152-
lb semis with a 12-1 majority
decision over Yadley Marcelus
(U). In the semis, Velez went to
town on Dan Korakos (NP) and
returned with a 10-4 decision.

“I knew I had to score big. In
the first, I got the takedown and
rode him out. He chose neutral,
and I saw my opportunity to
score again. He escaped and I
got another takedown and did
the rest from there,” Velez said.

Velez did not slow down his
engine either in his title bout with
Pete Hilburn (RP), whom he had

also beaten twice earlier in the
season. He recorded a takedown,
followed with a pair of tilt nearfalls
and added an escape to grab a
convincing, 8-2 victory.

“It was a cross wrist standing
tilt. I did it the first time and it
worked. I got two [points] out of
it. He got right back up. I saw it

there and I did it again. I am
working hard in practice and try-
ing to get better every day,”
Velez said.

Cougar DiGiovanni certainly did
not wrestle like a freshman at
113-lbs when he pinned Mike
Elliott (R) in 5:23 then recorded
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Blue Devil Nick Velez

Union’s Yadley Marcelus (152)

Blue Devil John Fuller

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni (113)

JT Beirne (SPF) (126)

Ryan Nobrega (Union)
CougarDave Busch (126)

Pioneer Tyler Gazaway


