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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford’s Gavin Murray won
the Outstanding Wrestler (OW)
Award in the lower weight classes
and Brearley’s Joey Balboni
claimed the OW in the upper
weights, but the Roselle Park
High School Panthers won the
team title at the Union County
Tournament in Union on January
18.

The Panthers (RP) had three
individual champions — Steve
Loevsky (170-lbs), Mike Figuerdo
(132-lbs) and Brian Matthews

(160-lbs) and finished with 160
team points. The Cranford Cou-
gars (C) finished second with
137 points and claimed two
champions with Murray (138-lbs)
and freshman Tom DiGiovanni
(113-lbs). Westfield (W) tied
Brearley (B) for third with 125
points and claimed two champi-
ons with Matt Barber (145-lbs)
and Nick Velez (152-lbs), while
the Bears had four champs with
Balboni (182-lbs), Nick DeMarco
(120-lbs), Ray Wetzel (106-lbs)
and Jeff Velez (195-lbs).

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP) fin-

ished fifth with 101 points and
had three finalists with Matt Ridge
(182), Dan VanBrunt (195) and
Brian Lapham (145). Elizabeth
(E) took sixth with 72 points and
claimed one champ with David
Tobe (220-lbs). Governor
Livingston (GL) placed seventh
at 70. Rahway (R) was eighth at
65 and claimed a champ with
heavyweight Stephen Watkis-
Davis.

New Providence (NP) took ninth
with 61 points and had one cham-
pion with Tyler Gazaway at 120-
lbs. Linden (L) was 10th at 52,
followed by Summit (S) at 49.5,
Johnson (J) at 38, Plainfield (P)
at 29 and Union (U) at 21.

Murray literally saved the best

to last, considering his champi-
onship bout was the final one in a
very long day of competition. As
the top seed, Murray received a
bye then recorded a pair of first-
period pins to reach the finals to
face GL’s Ryan Hoy, who had
defeated him in last year’s title
bout, 9-8, also in the final bout of
the evening.

This time, however, Murray was
on a mission. He recorded a pair
of first-period takedowns, added
an escape and another takedown
in the second period then tacked
on three more takedowns in the
third period to seize a 13-3 ma-
jority decision. Blue Devil Vin
DiFilippo recorded an 11-2 ma-
jority decision over Dave Winter
(R) to place third.

“It was a rematch of last year’s
final, We were the last match. I

was a little more nervous, but
this year I worked so hard in the
off-season. Coach pushed me
past the limit. I was a whole new
wrestler out there compared to
last year. We knew he had a good
Peterson (roll). He caught me in
that last year, so the goal was
take him down and annihilate
him on his feet. I worked real
hard for it all year. I was getting
ready for this match. I had a
good game plan and stuck to it,”
Murray said.

Blue Devil Barber, after receiv-
ing a bye, pinned Nick Zuena (U)
in 5:02 then, in the semifinals,
he faced Bob Vail (RP), whom he
had defeated twice earlier in the
season by close margins. This
time Barber opened up, recorded
four takedowns and an escape to
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