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Al Leonzi was a short, but brilliant,
star in the Westfield sky. He came to
Westfield as a junior high school foot-
ball and wrestling coach, straight off
the Penn State University campus,
where he’d picked up a master’s de-
gree in secondary education. Within
three years he was coaching the var-
sity football and wrestling teams. And
when he retired from coaching at tiny
Kutztown (Pa.) University over three
decades later, he’d had himself quite
a journey.

He also played a part – albeit an
unheralded one – in Penn State’s re-
cent hiring of James Franklin as its
new football coach.

From the beginning . . .
Leonzi started at Westfield in the

fall of 1966, working with both the
eighth- and ninth-grade football teams
at Edison, along with Ed Tirone. From
the start, he was well thought-of by
varsity coach Gary Kehler and John
Lay, the athletic director. That winter
(1966-67) he coached the Roosevelt-
Edison wrestling team, which in-
cluded Rick Adelaar, Charlie
Filippone, Dave Gowdy, Keith
Grabel, Pete Harvey, Frank Jackson,
J.J. Kalbacher, Skip Meiklejohn, Pete
Nelson, Tom Owen, Rick Thiel, Rick
Warne and Jim Zitch – pretty much
the varsity squad of 1969 and 1970.

The next football season found
Leonzi moved up to the sophomore
team, which went 9-0. That winter of
1967-68 found him as Kehler’s assis-
tant. “Al gets along very well with the
team and has a very good working
relationship with the boys,” Kehler
said.

And 1968-69, in what would be his
last year in Westfield, found Leonzi
as the varsity backfield and defensive
secondary coach. “Al demonstrated
enthusiasm for his work, an eager-
ness to learn and expand himself, and
devotion to our program.” Along with
Dick Zimmer, Leonzi led the ‘B’
squad to 8-0 record (its winning streak
was now 66 of what would end up
over 100 in a row). When Kehler was
hospitalized around mid-season,
Zimmer and Leonzi coached the team
to its final five wins.

With Kehler still sidelined that win-
ter, Leonzi became the varsity wres-
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tling coach and the team – pretty
much his 1966-67 junior high team –
finished 9-3 and won the District 12
title.

Then the fast-rising star was off to
Kutztown, Pa., 20 miles from where
he’d been a four-sport star at Summit
Hill High School. In addition to coach-
ing football at Kutztown, he was a
professor of secondary education
from the fall of 1969 until 2005, when
Dr. Al F. Leonzi retired as professor
emeritus. He was inducted into the
Kutztown Hall of Fame in 2007, fol-
lowing a 25-year career coaching the
football team. He spent 19 of those
seasons as defensive coordinator, and
six years as head coach, one year
(1984) as the interim coach, some-
thing he had learned how to do 15
years earlier in Westfield, and then
from 1993-97.

Among his protégés were Super
Bowl players Andre Reed, Doug
Dennison and John Mobley. He also
coached Bruce Harper, an exciting
back for the Jets. Leonzi’s defenses
were the talk of the Pennsylvania
State Athletic Conference – he
coached 112 all-PSAC players and
eight Division 2 all-Americas.

Perhaps the most interesting story
of Leonzi’s coaching and teaching
career was when he helped Chuck
Roseberry become a member of his
1994 team. Roseberry had been re-
cruited by UCLA, Texas and Kansas
back in 1966, when he was a star
linebacker at Washington High School
in Warren County. He didn’t have the
grades for college, so he joined the
Army and went off to Vietnam. When
he returned, he became a police of-

ficer and prison guard, but he still
dreamed of playing college football.

In 1991, now in the Army Reserves,
Roseberry was shipped to Kuwait
and one night, during a lull in the
action of the Persian Gulf War, he was
talking with a buddy about unful-
filled dreams. Talking with this guy,
he came to realize he’d had dyslexia
in high school and wasn’t the dummy
he’d thought he’d been.

After Roseberry, then 46, explained
his situation to Leonzi, the coach
decided to give him his shot.
Roseberry, whose final game had been
on Thanksgiving Day 1965, a win
over Hunterdon Central, endured all
the preseason practices and aches and
pains, and in the final home game of
the 1994 season, the oldest player in
college history got in for three plays
against Shippensburg. An injury dur-
ing practice the following week ended
his playing career.

Back to the Westfield-Al Leonzi-
James Franklin-Penn State connec-
tion. Leonzi’s son Doug was an all-
conference wide receiver at East
Stroudsburg when Franklin was the
quarterback there. After Franklin
graduated in 1994, he joined Al
Leonzi’s Kutztown staff in 1995 as
the wide receivers coach. It was
Franklin’s first coaching experience.
But he “got the coaching bug that
year from Al.”

WRESTLING UPDATE
The Blue Devils finished tied for

third at a highly competitive Union
County Tournament, and had a couple
of individual champions in Matt Bar-
ber and Nick Velez. The UCT capped
an exciting week for the Kurzmen.

They turned back the clock a week
ago Monday, rallying from a four-
point deficit with three matches to go
to pull out a wild 36-31 victory over
Kenilworth. Trailing 31-27, Tom
Anderson earned a 3-0 win at heavy-
weight. Chris Hoerle then scored
seven points in the last 30 seconds to
earn an 8-2 win at 103. With the
match on the line, Johnny Fuller
earned a 1-0 victory over Ray Wetzel.

Then they had a similar meet with
Berkeley Heights, taking a 34-30 tri-
umph. After falling far behind, the
Devils rallied from eight down in the
final two bouts on pins by Kevin
Frega and Cotter Spurlock.

Tomorrow night they’ll visit
Cranford, which was second at the
UCT.

It’s outstanding to read stories about
our young wrestlers in the Central
Jersey and Raritan Valley leagues with
undefeated teams. The Den thanks Al
Rabinowitz, Colin Mackay and
Darren Composto on the older Cen-
tral Jersey team, and Mike Price and
Chris Jordan with the Raritan Valley
squad. What they’re doing can only
help the WHS varsity down the road.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
My sources report that Friday night’s

boys game at SP-F, the debut of Chris
Wright, was a success, as WHS posted
a 73-54 victory. And it wasn’t as close
as that score might indicate, since it
was 47-12 late in the first half. Wright,

a 6-foot-9 transfer from St. Peter’s
Prep, contributed defensively and on
the boards, while adding nine points to
a very balanced attack.

The Raiders retired 2008 star Bryan
Dougher’s No. 21 at halftime.

Senior Carly Friedman had just
four points, but contributed eight re-
bounds, seven steals, four assists and
two blocked shots to the WHS girls’
71-58 victory over Hillside. The girls
were 12-0 after the win.

SWIMMING UPDATE
The Union County championships

will be held Sunday at Rutgers (girls
at noon, boys at 4:30), and, barring an
epidemic, the girls will win their 22nd
in a row and the boys will make it
three straight, 14 out of the last 15,
and 56 out of the last 58.

At the last three county meets, the
girls have won 16 races, while the
boys have won just two – the 200 free
relay in 2011 and the 400 free relay in
2012. Last year the boys captured the
team title without winning an event.
This year could see the boys win
more events than the girls. With
Caroline Baldwin and Sarah Cronin
winning two golds apiece and two
more on relays for a total of six, the
boys could match the eight they won
in 2004 – coach Jeff Knight said nine
is an outside possibility – or the seven
in 2003, 2006 and 2009. The WHS
teams of 1965 and 1966 swept the
counties, winning all 11 events both
years. Note: The ’66 team also won
nine of 11 events at states, one more
than the 1964, ’69 and ’70 teams.

The boys team may not have won
its showdown against top-ranked
Christian Brothers Academy on Jan.
16, but it showed it will be the favorite
to retain its Public A championship.
Even without co-captain Luke
McGrory (sick) they pushed the Colts
to the last event, winning six of the 11
races. CBA came into the meet hav-
ing knocked off prep school power
Peddie and Philadelphia juggernaut
LaSalle College High.

While no school records fell, some
of the greatest names in school his-
tory got knocked off the Top 15 List.

The 200 medley relay of Dave
Lindros, Tyler Lessner, Stephen Husch
and Aram Barmakian went 1:37.90,
No. 3 on the Top 15 List. That bumped
the team of John Ketcham, Dave
Perkowski, Harvey Gerber and Peter
Heesch, whose 1:39.50 in 1965 ranked
No. 2 in the entire country. That 48-
year-old time broke the old state record
by 5.46 seconds and established a
mark that stood as the state record for
15 years and the school record for 27
years. (Note: Trenton touched out
Plainfield 1:49.0 to 1:49.1 in a close
race for second.)

The 200 free relay of Husch,
Barmakian, Lessner and John Lindros
went 1:29.45, good for No. 11 all-
time. That time bumped the four-
some of Perkowski, Doug McOwen,
Gerber and Heesch, whose 1:30.50
won the 1965 Eastern Interscholastic
title and was third fastest in America
that year.

Also freshman Dave Lindros went
53.70 in the 100 backstroke, No. 5
all-time, and bumped the late, great
Ketcham (56.00) off the list.

IN PASSING
Russell Johnson, a.k.a. Professor

Roy Hinkley, or just “the Professor,”
on the Gilligan’s Island TV show of
the mid-1960s, passed away last
Thursday at the age of 90. Was I the
only person who hoped he and Mary
Ann would get together?

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555

Broker/Sales Associate
Cell: 908-419-5141

email: bettlync@att.net

Westfield. Gracious 6 bedroom, 3.1 bath Colonial located in the sought after “Gardens” neighborhood brimming with uncompromised
attention to detail throughout. The expansive center hall sets the stage boasting beautiful architectural elements and gleaming
hardwood flooring. Tastefully appointed living room, with deep cove moldings, is warmed by a gas fireplace flanked by entrances to
the home’s sun-filled family room. Banquet sized dining room, adorned by chair rail moldings and two sets of French doors, opens
onto a screened porch for warm weather relaxation and entertaining. Large country kitchen, equipped with abundant cabinetry, newer
appliances and walk-in pantry, adjoins a separate eating area. Amenities include a finished basement with built-ins, custom windows,
two-car detached garage, maintenance free exterior and professionally manicured property accented by specimen plantings. Ideally
located minutes to town, schools and commuter transportation. Truly a turn-key residence!  Offered at $999,000.
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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GRAND CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Raider Icers Break Drought,
Tie Hopewell Valley, 3-3

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team could not
buy a win over the past two weeks,
suffering one-sided losses to peren-
nial Union County powerhouses,
Summit, Westfield and Cranford and
also losing, 8-5, in a non-league con-
test to Colonia who the Raiders had
beaten earlier in the season.

The losing streak finally came to
an end last on January 18 with a 3-3
tie against a tough Hopewell Valley
squad. The Raider goals were scored
by junior John Bruckman, sopho-
more Patrick Henkels and senior Eric
Hogan. Sophomore Tim Mitchell was
in goal for the Icers and his 28 saves
would have notched a first varsity
win if not for a last minute deflection
by the Bulldogs. Strong defensive
efforts were put in by seniors Tyler

Hardgrove, Kurtis Wisniewski and
Stephen Deduck.

The Raiders looked to start adding
to the win column again with a UCIHL
game against Dayton on January 20
and a non-league match-up vs
Millburn on Saturday, January 25, at
4 p.m. at Codey Arena in South Or-
ange.

The Raiders overall record stands
at 2-9-2, but they still have an outside
chance to make the state playoffs if
they can win all six of their remaining
non-league games, as well as notch-
ing four county wins.

The Icers stand in the middle of the
UCIHL with a 1-4-1 record and could
still get the fourth or fifth seed in the
year-end tournament with a strong
finish. Follow the Raider Icers and
check their schedule on their website
at www.spficehockey.com and fol-
low all of New Jersey high school ice
hockey on www.njhockey.org.

Probitas Verus Honos

Raider Boys/Girls Top
Gov. Liv. in Swimming
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls swim team defeated
Governor Livingston, 121.5-48.5, and
the boys defeated the Highlanders,
115-55, in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary15.

GIRLS RESULTS:
200 medley relay: S (Casey Daudelin,
Annmarie Kearns, Sarah Davis, Lauren
Sjonell) 2:01.88
200 free: (S) Stephanie Judge 2:05.4
200 IM: (S) Davis 2:19.95
50 free: (S) Kate Musso 26.78
100 fly: (S) Isabella Iacona 1:06.02
100 free: (S) Amanda Banasiak 1:00.41
500 free: (S) Daudelin 5:54.51
200 free relay: S (Iacona, Judge,
Banasiak, Musso)
100 back: (G) Kerry Sheridan 1:09.41
100 breast: (S) Morgan Bransky 1:19.96
400 free relay: (S) Allison Zimmerman,
Emma Sherry, Rachel Braun, Grace
O’Brien) 4:15.39

BOYS RESULTS
200 medley relay: S (Alex Skoog, Henry
Chang, Nolan Kearns, JB Walling)
1:47.82
200 free: (S) Matt Marino 2:03.93
200 IM: (G) Duylinh Vu 2:09.96
50 free: (S) Skoog 23.98
100 fly: (S) Henry Chang 1:02.67
100 free: (S) Eric Chang 51.61
500 free: (S) Nolan Kearns 5:18.61
200 free relay: (S) (Andrew DeBiasse,
Skoog, E. Chang, Max Kearns) 1:36.96
100 back: (G) Vu 59.64
100 breast: (G) Aidan Donadio 1:04.55
400 free relay: (S) (Sam Bebout, Chris
Bubinov, Matt Auda, Walling) 3:45.66

LENDING A HELPING HAND...Raider defensemen Kurtis Wisniewski, No. 22,
and Stephen Deduck, No. 12, help sophomore goalie Tim Mitchell earn a 3-3 tie
vs Hopewell Valley at Louck Arena on the campus of Lawrenceville Prep.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider wrestling team would like to
invite all alumni, family, friends and
wrestling enthusiasts to the “Pin
Cancer” Alumni Night match against
the Westfield Blue Devils on Friday,
January 31, in Scotch Plains.

This is going to be the Raiders’
first “Pin Cancer” match to raise
money for their great cause and
would like to have alumni come out
and enjoy a night of wrestling.

The varsity match is set to start at
7 p.m. but an alumni recognition
period will precede the match. Ad-
ditionally, a PAL match will be held
earlier.

For SPF alumni, if you or some-
one you know can attend, please e-
mail Erin Ridge
(eridge44@gmail.com) so we can
prepare for the evening.

The Pin Cancer Organization e-
mail is www.pincancer.org

Raider Matmen Plan Pin Cancer Alumni Night


