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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

The Legacy of MLK; How Would
He Judge the Progress We Made?

This past Monday our country commemorated
what would have been the 85th birthday of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as well as the
recent 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s “I Have a
Dream” speech, delivered August 28, 1963, before
an audience of a quarter of a million people during
the March on Washington.

Dr. King’s life and legacy is celebrated annually
on January 20 through religious and civic programs,
marches and community “day of service” events —
among other activities — all saluting the powerful
and pivotal role he played in America’s Civil Rights
movement.

Multiple events once again took place in our own
local communities honoring Dr. King, all of which
represented a coming together of individuals of
different races, ages, backgrounds and life experi-
ences. In Westfield, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association held its 27th Annual Interfaith Com-
memorative Service at Temple Emanu-El, preceded
by the traditional march. In Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, the Fifth Annual Martin Luther King Day
of Service provided residents of all ages with oppor-
tunities to participate in community service activi-
ties. Additionally, the Interfaith Human Relations
Committee of the Cranford Clergy Council held its
Second Annual Day of Service honoring Martin
Luther King.

A third-generation Baptist pastor, Martin Luther
King, Jr. rose to prominence during a tumultuous era
in our nation’s history — the struggle for civil rights
and equality — becoming the leader of that move-
ment during the 1950s and 1960s, up until his death
on April 4, 1968.

Inspired by his Christian beliefs and with Ma-
hatma Gandhi as a role model, Dr. King advocated
pursuit of equality through non-violent means, even
as he and other African-American citizens were
subject to threats, imprisonment and violence. The
month of October this year will mark another anni-
versary related to Dr. King — 50 years since he was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

We wonder how Dr. King — had he lived — would
view the fabric of our society today, particularly in
terms of equality, civil rights and the philosophy of
non-violence he so passionately championed.

How would he judge the progress we have made as
a nation, as people, in the past half century?

We believe his sentiments would most likely be
mixed. We feel Dr. King would above all be proud of
our nation for the progress it has made in the ongoing

journey toward attaining equal rights for all its
citizens. He also no doubt would be proud of the
political, cultural, artistic and business achieve-
ments African-Americans and other groups have
made since his “I Have a Dream” speech on the steps
of the Lincoln Memorial half a century ago.

However, we believe Dr. King also would be
tremendously disheartened by the violence that regu-
larly erupts in neighborhoods around the country,
catching people from infants to senior citizens in the
crossfire. A proponent of non-violence on behalf of
equality for citizens of an entire nation, he surely
would be devastated to see individuals — very often
the young — resolve petty grievances by fatal means.
Dr. King’s daughter, Bernice, called for last Monday
to be a “no shots fired” day, accompanied by the
ringing of church bells in support of non-violence.
In remembrance of her father — himself lost to
violence — and for the wellbeing of all our society,
we hope her plea continues to resonate.

Re: Bridgegate,
End The Posturing

Regarding Bridgegate, there are too many politi-
cians and too many lawyers involved with the inves-
tigation of what happened at the traffic jam at the
George Washington Bridge in September. It has
turned into a circus with performances by politi-
cians of lackluster careers hoping to grab a brass
ring by propagating witch-hunts and seeking re-
venge.

It’s serious people’s business. It’s not about who’s
the slickest politician.

The matter is crippling state government and will
cost the taxpayers a fortune with the feeding frenzy
underway by the plethora of $350 per hour empty
suits.

Asm. Jon Bramnick of Westfield says “let the
chips fall where they may... politicians investigating
politicians... can’t be fair”. He says the matter should
be handled by the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

This makes sense to us.
Assemblyman John Wisniewski (D) seems to be

enjoying the spotlight. Now, Hoboken’s Mayor has
popped up in the news. Who’s next for their moment
in the sun?

Investigate this thoroughly and promptly — for
the sake of justice — for the sake of the citizens —
not for career building or fee exploitation.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Nullipara – A woman who has not

borne a child
2. Clachan – A hamlet in the Highlands

of Scotland
3. Strepitant – Noisy, loud
4. Eructation – The act of belching

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CASTRAMETATION
1. Marking or laying out of a military

camp
2. In military usage, a signal for retreat

or ceasefire
3. The cessation of natural selection in

generation
4. Revenge; reprisal

CARSE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Agitated; excited
3. Low, fertile land, adjacent to a river
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
ACROBATES

1. In aviation, a downward spiral
2. A dancer
3. A species of South African gazelle
4. Australian flying marsupial

GRAYWACKE
1. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
2. A conglomerate rock consisting of

rounded pebbles and sand firmly united
3. A scallop or large mollusk
4. A coarse product from tin dressing

Chris Christie

NJ Governor’s Office

“The people of this state know that
the only way forward is if we are all
willing to take on what is politically
unpopular. If we are all willing to
share in the sacrifice. If we are all
willing to be in this together…

“I do not believe that New Jerseyans
want a bigger, more expensive gov-
ernment that penalizes success and
then gives the pittance left to a few in
the name of income equity. What
New Jerseyans want is an unfettered
opportunity to succeed in the way
they define success. They want an
equal chance at the starting; not a
government guaranteed result.

“Why? Because through hard work,
and being rewarded for hard work,
they know they are part of their own
success.

“We should make sure that govern-
ment pursues policies that believe in
the effort, talent and optimism of
New Jerseyans, not in the power of
almighty government to fix any prob-
lem, real or imagined.”

... “One of the lessons that I have
learned most acutely over the last
four years is that New Jersey can
really be one state. This election has
taught us that the ways we divide
each other – by race, by class, by
ethnicity, by wealth, by political party
is neither permanent nor necessary.
Our dreams are the same: a good job,
a great education for our children,
safe streets in our neighborhood and
core values which give our lives real
meaning. Those dreams are not
unique to any one group in our state.

“And, while government has a role

Lt. Governor Guadagno Transcript:
Allegations Are False And Offensive

Governor Chris Christie’s
2014 Inaugural Address

Excerpted Remarks 1/21/2014

in ensuring the opportunity to ac-
complish these dreams, we have now
learned that we have an even bigger
role to play as individual citizens. We
have to be willing to play outside the
red and blue boxes the media and
pundits put us in; we have to be
willing to reach out to others who
look or speak differently than us; we
have to be willing to personally reach
out a helping hand to a neighbor
suffering from drug addiction, de-
pression or the dignity stripping loss
of a job. New Jersey came together as
one community when it mattered most
and now we must stay together –
people of every background and be-
lief – the government and our people
– to help our fellow citizens reach
their dreams.

… “We will fight to continue to
change government so that we value
our differences and honor the strength
of our diversity. We cannot fall vic-
tim to the attitude of Washington,
DC. The attitude that says I am al-
ways right and you are always wrong.
The attitude that puts everyone into a
box they are not permitted to leave.
The attitude that puts political wins
ahead of policy agreements. The be-
lief that compromise is a dirty word.
As we saw in December regarding
the DREAM Act, we can put the
future of our state ahead of the parti-
sans who would rather demonize than
compromise.

“As your Governor, I will always
be willing to listen, as long as that
listening ends in decisive action for
the people counting on us.”

Lt. Governor Guadagno:
“What I’d like to do right now is

address some of these suggestions
made by the Mayor of Hoboken over
the weekend. I am not going to take
any questions. I will repeat that. I am
not is going to take any questions.
You know there are ongoing inquir-
ies. I’m sure all the facts will come
out at the appropriate time but right
now I think in short you need to hear
me say this out loud and I will.

“In short Mayor Zimmer’s version
of our conversation in May of 2013 is
not only false, but is illogical and
does not withstand scrutiny when all
of the facts are examined. Any sug-
gestion, any suggestion that Sandy
funds were tied to the approval of any
project in New Jersey is completely
false.

“Standing in Union Beach, as we
are today, with some of the mayors
whose towns were devastated by
Sandy, and also being a Sandy victim
myself, makes the Mayor’s allega-
tions particularly offensive to me.
The suggestion that anyone would
hold back Sandy relief funds for any
reason is wholly and completely false.

“I thought I had a good relation-
ship with the Mayor of Hoboken. In
fact, just three months after this con-
versation she said we had occurred, I
was walking on the streets with her in
Hoboken talking to her about urban
markets. Just three months after this
conversation she said we had and five
months before she went to MSNBC.
Like I said I thought we had a good
relationship.

“Frankly, I’m surprised that Mayor
Zimmer has chosen to
mischaracterize the conversation I
had with her about development and
job creation in Hoboken. I have de-
voted an extraordinary amount of
time to projects, to bringing projects,
to creating jobs and retaining jobs in
Hoboken. That is my job as the Sec-
retary of State and the Lieutenant
Governor. I have visited Hoboken no
less than 13 times in those efforts.
I’ve worked on many more projects
involving Hoboken as part of that
job.

“The example that stands out, the
one that the Mayor herself asked me

to work on for her is the Pearson
Education building, in the skyline on
the waterfront of Hoboken. The
Mayor once told me there was an
empty hole and she asked me to help
her find her a company to fill it and
we did. Right now Pearson Educa-
tion is on the waterfront. They’ve
created hundreds of jobs, they cre-
ated hundreds of construction jobs.
So, yes, I am very surprised by the
Mayor’s allegations and I deny whole-
heartedly those allegations.

“I proudly support and will con-
tinue to support the creation of jobs
in Hoboken and all of New Jersey
and I will continue to work on those
projects. But I’m going to end and I
mean end by reemphasizing one
thing. I deny any suggestion made by
Mayor Zimmer that there was ever
any condition on the release of Sandy
funds by me.

“I want to thank you all for coming
out, for giving me the opportunity to
speak. I look forward to the inquiries.
I am sure, absolutely sure, that the
facts will come out.

State Democrats Will Merge
Investigative Committees

TRENTON – New Jersey’s Demo-
cratic legislative leadership on Tues-
day announced the Assembly and
Senate will merge their efforts to
investigate questions surrounding the
decision to close access lanes to the
George Washington Bridge and other
matters raising concerns about the
abuse of government power.

The Assembly and Senate will cre-
ate a joint legislative committee that
will have subpoena power and utilize
the special counsel already brought
on by the Assembly – former Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Reid Schar. The
12-member panel will feature eight
Democrats and four Republicans. It
will have 5 Assembly Democrats, 3
Senate Democrats, 3 Assembly Re-
publicans and 1 Senate Republican.
It will be co-chaired Assemblyman
John Wisniewski (D-Middlesex) and
Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-Bergen), who have led
each house’s respective efforts.

The 20 subpoenas issued last week
by the Assembly’s investigatory com-
mittee remain pending. Those sub-
poenas seek documents and other
materials by Feb. 3.

“This is the optimal approach to
ensuring the people of New Jersey
get the answers they need to these
questions about the abuse of govern-
ment power,” said Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto (D-Hudson/Bergen).
“I’m happy we’ve reached an agree-
ment allowing us to proceed forward
together. We are also relying strongly
on the keen advice of our special
counsel to streamline the legislative
investigations and make clear to ev-
eryone that we expect full coopera-
tion and responsiveness as this in-
quiry proceeds.”

“This joint committee provides the
most effective and efficient way for
the Legislature to uncover the facts
and determine exactly what hap-
pened,” said Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D).

“I would like to thank Speaker
Prieto for his leadership in helping to
merge these committees and my col-
league, Senate Majority Leader
Weinberg, for her steadfast commit-
ment to bringing this situation to
light.” “We have many questions

about this abuse of government
power, and with this joint legislative
committee we will strengthen our
bipartisan effort to follow the evi-
dence and provide the answers the
people of New Jersey deserve,” said
Assembly Majority Leader Lou
Greenwald (D-Camden/Burlington).

“This joint committee will have
the focus and resources it needs to
continue what has so far been a me-
thodical and deliberate inquiry based
on hard evidence. I look forward to
continuing this effort with my Senate
colleagues and the advice of Mr.
Schar.”

“The questions concerning the po-
tential abuse of power at the highest
levels of government have continued
to mount,” said Weinberg (D-Bergen).
“Both houses of the Legislature have
recognized the need to conduct an
examination of these very serious
matters. A joint committee will allow
for a coordinated and focused inves-
tigation, which we believe will pro-
vide the most effective means of get-
ting to the facts. I look forward to co-
chairing this committee with Assem-
blyman Wisniewski and to working
with the members to investigate all of
the allegations in a thorough and de-
liberative manner in order to uncover
the truth for the people of New Jer-
sey.”

“We have made progress in learn-
ing what happened with this threat to
public safety and abuse of power, but
many questions remain unanswered,”
said Wisniewski (D-Middlesex), who
as chairman of the Assembly trans-
portation panel began this investiga-
tion last legislative session and has
been chairing the Assembly Select
Committee on Investigations. “With
the combined resources and experi-
ence of the Assembly and Senate and
the expertise of Mr. Schar, Sen.
Weinberg and I will work together to
ensure the people of New Jersey learn
the truth. I look forward to coopera-
tion and responsiveness from every-
one involved in this bipartisan in-
quiry to get the answers New
Jerseyans need.”

Further details on creation of the
committee will be announced.

NJ Democrat Legislators

Holt Says Gov. Has Not
Claimed Fed. Funds

Dear Governor Christie:
I heard with deep concern your

assertion in yesterday’s [last week]
State of the State address that, while
New Jerseyans have ‘many exciting
opportunities for investment in our
state’ including steps to ‘improve
access to health care,’ ‘we cannot
afford to do it right now’ because we
lack sufficient funds.

As you know, this is false. Al-
though New Jersey certainly faces
many funding constraints, the state
has access to $7.67 million in federal
funds designated for the specific pur-
pose of helping New Jerseyans ac-
cess quality health insurance under
the Affordable Care Act. You need
only act to claim the money.

For your reference, attached is my
letter of August 6, 2013 reminding
you of the availability of these funds.
Although your administration has
failed to take action to claim this
money on behalf of New Jerseyans,
you still have time to act before these
funds expire on February 20, 2014.

Especially at a time of state budget
constraints, we must take advantage
of every dollar available to us to keep
New Jerseyans healthy. I urge you to
act immediately to claim these funds.

Rep. Rush Holt

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

PEYTON WILL BE
IN SUPERBOWL


