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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Bridgegate
TRENTON – News has been domi-

nated over the last week regarding
investigations into the potential abuse
of power in the Bridgegate contro-
versy (George Washington Bridge
lane closures in September).

Several state investigative commit-
tees have been formed with selection
of lawyers for the committees, selec-
tion of lawyers to represent the Gov-
ernor and selection of lawyers to rep-
resent various executives of the Port
Authority of NY-NJ. Lawyers for U.S.
attorney’s office for New Jersey and
U.S. Senate have also been mobi-
lized. Dozens of subpoenas have been
issued and served.

Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto
last Wednesday appointed to the
Assembly’s Committee on Investi-
gations the following:

John Wisniewski (D), chair;
Marlene Caride (D); Michael Patrick
Carroll (R); Betty Lou DeCroce (R);
Majority Leader Lou Greenwald (D);
Amy Handlin (R); Gordon Johnson
(D); Paul Moriarty (D); Holly
Schepisi (R); Linda Stender (D);
Valerie Vainieri Huttle (D); Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D). The Republi-
can appointments were made per the
recommendation of Assembly Mi-
nority Leader Jon Bramnick (R).

The Assembly on last Thursday,
by a 75-0 vote, created a special
committee that will continue the in-
vestigation started by Wisniewski’s
transportation committee. The new
panel, which will also be chaired by
Wisniewski, has already retained
Reid Schar, the former federal pros-
ecutor who put Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich behind bars. Schar will
advise the panel as special counsel.
According to his agreement with the
Assembly, his firm will charge $350
an hour for partners, $300 non-part-
ners, $125 for paralegal/assistant
work.

While the legislation authorizing a
special committee had support from
both sides of the aisle, Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R) said the investiga-
tion must be done in a bipartisan
manner and minority members of the
panel must be allowed to view all
subpoenaed documents before the
public does.

He also said guidelines should be
established to protect people who

may appear in subpoenaed documents
but who had no role in the lane clo-
sures. “We’re going to need a process
here to make sure that collateral dam-
age is not done,” Bramnick said.
“Let’s protect those people who had
nothing to do with the wrongdoing
that we’ve seen.”

On the other side of the State-
house, the Senate approved a similar
special committee by a vote of 33-0
“to further investigate all aspects of
the finances, operations, and man-
agement of the Port Authority and
any other matter raising concerns
about abuse of government power or
an attempt to conceal an abuse of
government power.” That panel will
be led by Sen. Loretta Weinberg (D),
whose district includes Fort Lee and
who was among the first to raise a
public outcry over the still unex-
plained lane closures.

“The investigation will be delib-
erative, thoughtful and thorough,”
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D) said. “It will pursue all aspects of
this case and go wherever the evi-
dence takes it. We want to get the full
story and we want the truth about
what happened and who was in-
volved.”

Weinberg said the Senate panel
will subpoena records from three
high-ranking officials at the center of
the scandal: Port Authority Chair-
man David Samson, Port Authority
Commissioner William “Pat”
Schuber and Regina Egea, the
governor’s incoming chief of staff,
whose names appeared amid the thou-
sands of pages in emails and text
messages the Assembly Transporta-
tion Committee received through a
subpoena.

“Unanswered questions have mul-
tiplied as this case has unfolded over
the past four months,” Weinberg said.
“We will conduct an aggressive in-
vestigation with an open mind. We
won’t jump to any conclusions but
we intend to get to the bottom of
this.”

Senate Republicans joined Demo-
crats in voting to form the committee,
but raised concerns about the poten-
tial cost of creating an investigative
body similar to the Assembly panel
and cautioned the Democrats to tread
carefully and maintain their objectiv-
ity.

“We should all be very, very care-
ful of drawing conclusions now,” Sen.
Kevin O’Toole (R) said before the
vote.

In anticipation of the legislative
votes, the governor last Thursday
announced his office had retained
former federal prosecutor Randy
Mastro of the law firm Gibson, Dunn
and Crutcher, to help conduct an in-
ternal review of operations and re-
spond to requests for information.
The firm will “review best practices
for office operations and information
flow, and assist with document reten-
tion and production,” the administra-
tion said in a three-paragraph state-
ment.

Christie spokesman Colin Reed
would not say who is paying for the
special counsel or whether the reten-
tion of the law firm means Christie
plans to conduct a more vigorous
internal investigation than first an-
nounced.

Chertoff
The chairman of the Port Authority

of New York and New Jersey, David
Samson, has hired former Homeland
Security Secretary Michael Chertoff
to represent him in the investigation
of the George Washington Bridge
lane closures.

Samson’s law firm, Wolff &
Samson, was drawn into a broaden-
ing discussion of the lane closures
and other recent developments when
Hoboken mayor Dawn Zimmer said
she was pressured to expedite a de-
velopment project represented by
Samson’s firm.

Aside from serving as homeland
security secretary under President
George W. Bush, Chertoff is also a
former U.S. attorney for New Jersey.

The current state U.S. attorney, Paul
Fishman, is now looking into the lane
closures.

Wisniewski
State Republican leaders call for

Asm. Wisniewski to step down from
Assembly Investigation Committee.

Asm. Gregory McGuckin last Sun-
day called for Assemblyman John
Wisniewski to relinquish the chair-
manship of the newly created Special
Committee on Investigation. “From
the very start, we have pressed for a
fair, impartial and bipartisan investi-
gation. By his words and actions,
Wisniewski has resisted every effort
to ensure this process will be credible
and transparent. “In his mind, he has
already completed this investigation
even before it starts, and will attempt
to use his committee to prove his
conclusion. This should be more than
enough to disqualify him from head-
ing up the investigation.”

Hoboken Mayor
Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno Monday

refuted claims by the Mayor Dawn
Zimmer of Hoboken that Guadagno
threatened to cut off Hurricane Sandy
relief aid if the mayor did not support
a redevelopment project supported
by the governor.

Mayor Zimmer made the claims
Saturday. She said she would testify
under oath.
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Francis M. Smith’s New Book
Educates Drivers on Auto Insurance

MOUNTAINSIDE – In his new
paperback book, New Jersey Car In-
surance Buyer’s Guide, Francis M.
Smith, Esq., a NJ personal injury
attorney, educates drivers on the ad-
vantages of a Standard Policy, the
risks of Basic Policies, personal in-
jury protection, or PIP Primary vs.
Health Care Primary, as well as infor-
mation on coverage limit levels.

With nearly 6 million NJ licensed
drivers traveling over 73 billion miles
a year on NJ’s 39,000 public roads,
driving in NJ is risky business. Gov-
ernor Christie aide Bridget Anne
Kelly’s now infamous email that read
“Time for some traffic problems in
Fort Lee” which resulted in a four-
day lane closures at the George Wash-
ington Bridge in September demon-
strates how frustrating – and precari-
ous it can be for drivers in NJ.

Auto insurance coverage is com-
pulsory for NJ drivers, but drivers on
NJ highways from other states may
not be required to carry insurance.
And those who purchase bare bones
automobile insurance policies typi-
cally sold online or by insurance
agents may expose other drivers to
medical and financial loss if they
suffer serious bodily injury in a mo-
tor vehicle accident.

“In my thirty years of experience I
have found most people don’t have
the right car insurance,” laments Mr.
Smith. “They either lack the right
kind of insurance or have an inappro-
priate amount to protect themselves
and their family. Insurance compa-
nies generally do not provide con-
sumers enough information, possi-
bly to minimize their own risk at the

expense of their customers,” he warns.
The book is available to NJ resi-

dents free at
www.NJCarInsuranceGuide.com.

This short, informative guide con-
tains straightforward advice and an
easy to read checklist for choosing an
auto insurance policy to afford pro-
tection and benefits for the policy-
holder and family in the event of an
auto accident. Complicated insurance
terms are simplified and explained in
this easy to read, no-nonsense guide.
Mr. Smith notes, “I don’t sell car
insurance but I see the devastation
that families have suffered because
they did not buy the right amount of
car insurance.” The author provides
the book to NJ residents for free to fill
an educational void left by insurance
sales agents who either do not know
or are reluctant to discuss how 17
cents a day can dramatically reduce
risk of insufficient coverage for their
customers.

The author draws on over thirty
years of experience as a personal
injury attorney and acting as in-house
counsel for two different insurance
companies. Mr. Smith has law of-
fices in Mountainside, Morristown,
and Annandale, NJ. He has recov-
ered more than $34 Million for in-
jured clients since opening his solo
practice in 1996.

For more information, or to sched-
ule an interview with Francis M.
Smith, Esq. please call 908 233-5800
or email Frank at
Frank@FrankSmithLaw.com.
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TRANSPORTATION PLANNING...NJTPA Board of Trustees Executive Com-
mittee pictured, left to right, are: Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada,
Second Vice Chairman; Ocean County Freeholder James F. Lacey, First Vice
Chairman; Hudson County Executive Thomas DeGise, Chairman; Essex County
Executive Joseph DiVincenzo Jr., Secretary; and Somerset County Freeholder
Peter S. Palmer, Third Vice Chairman.

Freeholder Estrada Named
2nd Vice Chair of NJTPA

NEWARK – Union County Free-
holder Angel Estrada was elected
Second Vice Chairman of the North
Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority (NJTPA) at last week’s Board
of Trustees meeting. The NJTPA over-
sees regional transportation planning
and annually authorizes more than
$1 billion in federal surface transpor-
tation funding for 13 counties in
northern and central New Jersey.

“A well-functioning transportation
network is essential to our quality of
life here in northern New Jersey,”
said Estrada, who joined the NJTPA
Board of Trustees in 2012 and also
serves as Vice Chairman of the
NJTPA’s Freight Initiatives Commit-
tee. “I look forward to working in my
new capacity to improve mobility
and infrastructure for residents in
Union County and throughout the
region.”

At the meeting, the NJTPA Board
selected four other members of its
Executive Committee. In addition to
Estrada, the elected members of the
Executive Committee are: Hudson
County Executive Thomas DeGise,
Chairman; Ocean County Freeholder
James F. Lacey, First Vice Chairman;
and Essex County Executive Joseph
DiVincenzo Jr., Secretary. In keep-
ing with the NJTPA bylaws, DeGise
appointed Somerset County Free-
holder Peter S. Palmer to the position
of Third Vice Chairman.

The Executive Committee provides

guidance and leadership to the full
Board on a wide range of planning,
policy and administrative issues. It
meets as needed to review financial,
personnel and policy matters. Board
membership is an uncompensated
position.

Estrada was first elected as a free-
holder in 1999 and has more than 30
years of business and public service
experience. He is currently a Board
of Trustees member at Meadowlink,
a Transportation Management Asso-
ciation. Freeholder Estrada previ-
ously served on the Elizabeth Board
of Education, the Elizabeth Housing
Authority, and is a former vice presi-
dent of the National Association of
Hispanic County Officials.

Freeholder Estrada emigrated from
Cuba to the United States over 50
years ago and has made Elizabeth his
home ever since. He earned Bachelor
of Arts degrees in history and Span-
ish from Kean College (now Kean
University) in Union.

The NJTPA is the metropolitan
planning organization (MPO) for 13
northern New Jersey counties. Under
federal legislation, MPOs provide a
forum where local officials, public
transportation providers and state
agency representatives can come to-
gether and cooperatively plan to meet
the region’s current and future trans-
portation needs. It establishes the
region’s eligibility to receive federal
tax dollars for transportation projects.

The NJTPA Board consists of one
local elected official from each of the
13 counties in the region and the
cities of Newark and Jersey City. The
Board also includes a Governor’s
Representative, the Commissioner of
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation, the Executive Director of
NJ TRANSIT, and the Deputy Ex-
ecutive Director of the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey.
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OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com
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NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs

Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com

Master Plumber License No. 6548

(877) 400-VETS (8387)
www.vetdispatch.com

Presented by
Elsa Campos, VMD

Dr. Campos, Maddie and Phoebe

Veterinary Tips

   Are you among the millions 
who share their lives with one or 
more pets? If so, you know how 
important they can be. Pets 
enrich our lives just by being 
there, such as when a dog puts 
his head on your knee, or when 
the cat comes and sits with you. 
Whatever kind of pet you have, 
there are responsibilities that 
go along with the rewards of 
ownership. Your pet deserves 
the basics such as a nourishing 
diet, fresh water, grooming, 
exercise, health care and lots 
of love. A veterinarian can 
help keep your pet healthy 
and happy with medical check-
ups and immunizations. In the

PETS: A LOT TO GIVE, A LOT TO SHARE
weeks to come, we’ll bring you 
information about different kinds 
of pets and their care.
  We are pleased to welcome you 
to our column. We will advise 
you of your pet’s needs. Please 
take a moment to contact us 
today, to learn more about our 
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out more information about how 
VETdispatch Mobile Veterinarians 
can serve the needs of you and 
your cherished pet, whether it is 
a dog or cat, or both. Our doc-
tors’ house calls last an average 
of 45 minutes. We are “The Less 
Stress Vets”.
HINT: Fish swim faster when 
they are being watched.

Rep. Lance: House Votes
For Budget Certainty

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Leonard Lance (NJ-07) released
the following statement following the
bipartisan passage of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act of 2014:

“This bipartisan funding bill is not
perfect. It is, however, a measure that
continues the downward trend in fed-
eral spending and begins the impor-
tant task of restoring fiscal sanity to
Washington.”

“The House-passed omnibus bill
reduces spending by $21 billion –
marking the first time since the Ko-
rean War that discretionary spending
has been cut four years in a row. It cuts
ObamaCare funding by $1 billion,

reverses the controversial pension cuts
for disabled veterans and provides our
Armed Forces the certainty they need
and the equipment they deserve to
complete their mission.

“Perhaps most important the om-
nibus removes the threat of future
government shutdowns and allows
Congress to address the critical issue
facing our Nation – the state of the
American economy. Congress must
now focus its energies on pro-growth
jobs bills that help improve job train-
ing, expand energy and infrastruc-
ture development, promote educa-
tion and innovation and protect small
businesses from ObamaCare.”

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings exist for
reporters to cover town council,
BOE, and board  meetings. We
seek  community-minded, detail-
oriented writers with professional
demeanor. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest in
a regular beat in order to develop
news stories. Great for stay-at-
home moms,  a second income or
just for those who love to write. E-
mail resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com


