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Tax Office Open Feb. 3
To Collect Payments
WESTFIELD — The office of the

tax collector will be open on Monday
February 3, to collect property taxes.
The last date to pay taxes without a
penalty is Monday February 10, 2014.

To look up the amounts due and to
pay your property taxes or sewer fee
online, please use the municipality’s
website, which is
www.westfieldnj.gov. In using this
website, please note that using a
credit/debit card you will be charged
2.95 percent of the tax amount. Us-
ing a VISA debit card you will be
charged a flat $3.95 and using an e-
check the charge is $1.05.

Taxes are due February 1, May 1,
August 1 and November 1. The 2013
sewer fee was due April 1, 2013.

Congratulations to Our 
December

Sales Associates of the Month!
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
CONTEST WINNERS...The winners of the 2014 Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay/Poetry/Art Contest pose for their parents’
cameras at the 27th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.  Interfaith Commemoration Service held at Temple Emanu-El on
January 20. Margaret Dolan, Superintendent of the Westfield Schools was on hand to congratulate the students and present
them with certificates.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL MARCH…Marchers make their way down East Broad Street in
Westfield to Temple Emanu-El on January 20 to attend the 27th annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Commemoration Service.

Photo courtesy of Gina Heuck
DAY OF SERVICE...State Senator Cory Booker, Asw. Linda Stender (D-22),
along with  Union County Freeholders Chris Hudak and Linda Carter, celebrate
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day with children at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
LET IT SNOW...The Westfield Train Station is blanketed by snow on Tuesday
morning as the winter storm set to begin mid-day arrives early.

Taste of Area Drinking Water
To Be Temporarily Affected

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Due to routine
pipeline maintenance being per-
formed by American Water Com-
pany, Westfield and regional drink-
ing water may start to taste and smell
of chlorine this week. Residents
should not be alarmed, stated Ameri-
can Water Company External Af-
fairs Manager Richard Barnes.
American Water Co. stated that the
drinking water will continue to mea-
sure up to, or even exceed state and
federal standards as it usually does.

Mr. Barnes explained that the situ-
ation was temporary and is caused
by the maintenance, which takes
place every year. He told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the usual
combination of chlorine and ammo-
nia, which were used as disinfec-
tants, was changed to free chlorine
starting on January 21, lasting until
Tuesday, April 1.

“The people living nearest our

water treatment plant in Bridgewater
will notice a difference the soonest,”
he said. “The rest of the area will see
a difference in a day or two.”

The changes will affect the
Raritan-Millstone Water Treatment
Plant in Bridgewater and the Canal
Road Water Treatment Plant in
Somerset.

These Water Treatment Plants
serve Union County, as well as
Somerset, Morris, Middlesex, Mer-
cer and Hunterdon Counties.

Mr. Barnes stressed that different
people would experience the change
in different ways. Some people
would hardly notice while others
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NJDEP Holds Public Hearing
For Cranford Birchwood Project
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — It was standing
room only Thursday during the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (NJDEP) public hear-
ing at Town Hall. The public had an
opportunity to comment on the
NJDEP’s impending decision on the
permit applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA) to develop 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue.

More than 22 residents and offi-
cials were vociferous against the
development in a wetlands area that
they feel will increase flooding in
Cranford and Kenilworth, as well
as displace wildlife, including the
Great Blue Heron and fox, there.

“We hear from families,
oftentimes through tears, detailing
harrowing stories of waters flow-
ing through their windows, rising
up their steps taking over their
homes, their properties…,” Robert
Puhak of Central Avenue, a former
township official, said.

“Please protect our environment.
Protect our lives. Protect the wel-
fare of our people. We are depend-
ing on you. Truly, you may be our
only hope left,” Mr. Puhak said.
This sentiment was echoed by many
others.

CDA is requesting permission to
build a 360-unit, multi-family de-
velopment encompassing two build-
ings, a parking structure and an
outfall on the flood hazard area in

the branch of the Rahway River.
CDA also is requesting to modify a
section of Birchwood Avenue lo-
cated adjacent to the site.

CDA is seeking a Flood Hazard
Area Individual Permit and Verifi-
cation and a Freshwater Wetlands
Transition Area Averaging Waiver.

The Township of Cranford had
appealed the Superior Court’s deci-
sion in favor of CDA’s builder’s
remedy lawsuit to build the hous-
ing complex in what the township
says is a wetland. Some 60 of those
360 units are slotted for affordable
housing. The township committee
has said it will continue to fight this
development.

Richard Riley, Andy Clark, Den-
nis Contois and Cindy Randazzo
represented the NJDEP.

Mike Dipple, a civil engineer
hired by CDA, showed exhibits of
existing conditions of the site and
the proposed development. There
will be two parking areas to hold
some 440 cars, he said. “All of these
buildings and parking and drive
aisles will be constructed at the
minimum of one foot above the
flood hazard area elevation. There
will be a decrease in overall imper-
vious coverage,” he said.

“In terms of impact…the wet-
lands remain untouched…there is
an underground detention
system…there is some proposed
modification to include a section of
Birchwood Avenue to be elevated
about 1.3 feet,” he said.

Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott
MacDonald, engineering consult-
ant for the Township of Cranford,
said the proposed development will
raise the water level between 1.7 to
2.3 feet, and will affect the proper-
ties across from the site and up-
stream.

“If we understand the regulations,
you are not allowed to increase
flooding at all if it affects that site,”
Mr. Coakley said.

Maria Anderson, of 662 Trenton
Avenue in Kenilworth, said raising
the water to 2.3 feet, “Is a differ-
ence of no water in our basement to
the entire basement filled with wa-
ter.”

Across from the proposed devel-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cranford Plan Bd. Discusses
Flood Control Funding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The planning
board held its reorganization meeting
last Wednesday. The board selected a
new attorney, for a one-year term,
Nicholas Giuditta of Westfield. He
replaces Attorney Allan Barkin. Mr.
Giuditta previously held the post from
2006 to 2012.

Lynda Feder continues on as chair-
person. Peter Taylor was selected as
vice-chair. Kevin Illing was selected
as secretary.

Bobbie Anderson, Class IV, Ann
Steinbach, Class IV, and Donna
Pedde, Alternate 2, were sworn in as
new members to the planning board.

Ruthanne Della Sera was selected
to continue as scribe.

Mayor Andis Kalnins was sworn in
as a Class I member; Commissioner
Mary O’Connor was sworn in as a
Class III member. Ms. O’Connor was
previously Secretary of the Planning
Board. She ran and won for Township
Commissioner this past election.

Kathleen Murray, Daniel
Aschenbach continue as Class IV
members, and Robert Pipchick as an

alternate member.
The board added The Westfield

Leader as an official newspaper, in
addition to The Star Ledger and The
Cranford Chronicle.

Meetings will be held on the first
and third Wednesday of each month,
with the exception of the months of
July and September, when the first
meeting will be July 9 and September
10.

In communications, Ms. Feder said
The Mayors Council on the Rahway
River Watershed Stormwater Advi-
sory Board sent out a proposal en-
couraging the municipalities along
the Rahway River watershed to adopt
a watershed-wide model stormwater
ordinance. “Cranford’s is actually one
of the better ones in the watershed in
terms of stormwater control,” Ms.
Feder said. She said the board could
review the model ordinance and make
a decision if it should be included in
the board’s goals and objectives.

Mr. Aschenbach, who has been
spearheading Cranford’s role in find-
ing federal dollars to fund stormwater
management along the Rahway River,
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County Freeholders Discuss
Bridge Repairs and Grants

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Freeholders discussed last
Thursday at their agenda meeting
items ranging from applications of
much needed bridge repairs in the
county to summer grants for youth
programs.

Deputy County Manager and Di-
rector William Reyes entered for
Agreement with the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation (NJDOT)
for Fiscal Year 2014 Local Bridges,
Future Needs Program.

The grant applications are for the
replacement of the Netherwood Av-
enue Bridge over Green Brook in
Plainfield in the amount of
$1,000,000 and for the Mountain
Avenue Bridge over Stream 10-35 in
Springfield in the amount of
$1,000,000.

“We are applying for the DOT
grant; it’s a formal process. First step
is to apply or enter into agreement,”
Mr. Reyes said.

The deadline for bridge applica-
tion is Tuesday, February 28.

“We found these bridges to be in
need of repair and were classified as
in need of repair,” engineer Tom
Mineo said.

Union County has 176 miles of
county roadways and 386 bridges,
according to the Union County Bu-
reau of Roads and Bridges.

Under the Workforce Investment
Act Youth Program, contract awards

are planned in the amount not to
exceed $457,000 from the county for
a 12-month period from January 1,
2014 to December 31, 2014. The
program operates year-round with
youth programs that may include paid
summer work for youth ages 16 to
21.

According to Antonio Rivera, di-
rector, the four agencies are Borough
of Roselle, Rahway Community Ac-
tion Organization, Urban League of
Union County and Work Force Ad-
vantage.

“Agencies are doing social me-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 6
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 7
Obituary ........ 16

Education ...... 15
Sports ............ 9-13
Real Estate .... 9-15
Classifieds ..... 14
A&E .............. 17-18

SP Zoning Bd. OKs Fence,
Garage Applications

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
approved two applications while re-
taining its leadership team for 2014.

Nehal Shah of 1 Cherry Blossom
Lane was given board approval at
its January 16 meeting to build a
six-foot, white vinyl fence around
her yard, in contravention of the
maximum four-foot-high fences set
forth in local ordinances. She said
the fence was necessary for privacy
as well as to protect her young chil-
dren while they played outside. Ms.
Shah had first appeared before the
board at its meeting last month but
board members expressed concerns
about sight-lines for drivers at the
corner of Cherry Blossom Lane and
Frank Street and also inquired about

how far from Frank Street the fence
would be placed.

The property survey provided to
the board by Ms. Shah was vague
on the exact placement of the pro-
posed fence, so board members —
prior to approving the application
and the height variance — speci-
fied that the portion running along
Frank Street should be situated away
from a township easement running
alongside the street, thus providing
enough of a sight-line for drivers
approaching the Frank Street-
Cherry Blossom Lane corner.

The board also gave approval to
an application by Martin and Joanne
Minnicino of 4 Allenby Lane to
construct a one-car garage addition
to their home. The new garage’s
side-yard setback of slightly less


