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Team speed on the part of the
Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team led to a 59-46 vic-
tory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders at Scotch Plains
on January 10. From the second
quarter onward, the 5-3 Cougars
kept one step ahead of the 5-3
Raiders to keep expanding their
lead.

Senior Mike Guarriello was one
of four Cougars, who hit double
figures, leading his team with 15
points to go with three assists,
two steals and a blocked shot.
Point guard Tommy Trotter (3
steals, 2 assists) and Cameron
Kutzer (3 assists, 3 steals, 5
rebounds) each scored 11 points,
and Jack McCaffrey (6 rebounds,
2 steals) sank 12 points. Luke
Christiano added six points.

“We like to push the ball more
than them. They like to slow
down. That’s pretty much how
we came out on top,” Guarriello
said.

“They are athletic. They are
good. They were beating us off
the dribble. We were a step slow.
They played last night, and we
played last night an overtime
game, but they beat us to the

spots. That was big,” Raider Head
Coach Dennis Doherty said.

Leo Ramos was the go-to man
for the Raiders and finished with
12 points, six rebounds and a
pair of assists. But the Cougars
limited him to only two points in
the final quarter.

“They wore him down pretty
well. He was a little tired at the
end,” Coach Doherty said.

The Raiders were moving play-
ers on-and-off the floor through-
out the game, so, in addition to
Ramos, seven players got into
the scoring column. Dan Lopez
(3 rebounds, 2 steals, 2 assists)
scored seven points, and Aaron
Lee bucketed six points. Jack
Poillon (5 rebounds) and Emendo
Thomas each had five points,
Quaryee Bull had four points,
Josh Acosta (3 rebounds) sank
three and Chris Gibbons, who
had six rebounds, added two
points. Devin Glover scored two
points.

“Andrew Voysest’s hamstring
was hurt, but we are playing a lot
more guys,” noted Coach
Doherty.

Despite the absence of big man
John Oblachinski, the Cougars
held their own to outscore the
Raiders, 14-13 in the first quar-

ter, then pushed to a 29-22 lead
by halftime thanks to Guariello,
who found the openings to net 13
of his points.

“I just moved around and got to
the basket, and they were able to
find me,” he said.

Trotter and Kutzer also found
the open spaces and contributed
six and seven points, respec-
tively, in the half.

“We made stops and we pushed
up the floor. And that’s why we
got open looks,” Guarriello said.

McCaffrey got into the offen-

COUGAR GUARRIELLO NETS 15; TROTTER, CAMERON 10 POINTS EACH; RAIDER RAMOS 12 PTs

Cougar Cagers ‘Push’ Past Raider Boys for 59-46 Win
sive act in the third quarter and
sank seven points, including a 3-
pointer, in a 21-14 Cranford run
to up their lead to 50-36. Lee
bucketed a pair of 3-pointers in
the quarter. Lopez and Acosta
each hit a 3-pointer in the fourth
quarter.

“We matched up with their size.
We were able to defend their
plays. In the second half, we
picked it up and we were able to

drive to the basket and make
open shots,” Guarriello said.

“We got to make sure that we
do a better job running our sets,
getting good shots, getting good
shots for people who can make
them for us. Other than that, I
told the guys it’s a long season.
I just want us not to get caught
up in a bad losing streak. We will
take the 5-3 for now. We will go
from there,” Coach Doherty said.
Cranford 14 15 21   9 59
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13   9 14 10 46

Mairead McKeary and Cerys
MacLelland each scored 15
points to lead the 3-5 Cranford
High School girls basketball
team past Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on January 11. Micaiah
Battle led the 2-6 Raiders with
10 points, while Katie Harper
and Madison Maisel each netted
seven points.

Cougar Lindsey Pace put up 10
points, Erin Miexner sank eight,
Kerry Wischusen netted seven,
while Megan Pringle and Bela
Speer each added four. Raiders
Amani Williams and Tabitha
Dwumfour scored eight and six
points, respectively.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 11   9   8 43
Cranford 19 15 17 14 65

Cougar Cagers Defeat Lady Raiders, 65-43
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DRIVING PAST A RAIDER...Cougar Jack McCaffrey, No. 12, drives past Raider Devin Glover, No. 5, at Scotch Plains.
More photos on next page. Story is on page 13 of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.


