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Lady Blue Devils ‘Victimize’
ALJ Crusaders, 65-36

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The following conversation be-
tween me and a cashier actually hap-
pened at a Bucks County, Pa., super-
market, after I’d picked up a copy of
Rolling Stones’ Top 100 Artists of
All-Time:

Me (and pointing to the cover):
Who do you think it is?

Cashier (after taking a moment to
think it over): The Beatles.

Me: Over Bob Dylan?
Cashier: I think so … but I actually

prefer the Rolling Stones. I named
my sons Brian and Keith, and my dog
is Mick and my hamster is Charlie.

It was hard to disagree completely
with her. After all, she was savvy
enough to name her first son Brian
(after Brian Jones, the creator and
most talented member of the Rolling
Stones) and to name her dog after
Mick Jagger.

There’s no getting around how great
the “later” Beatles were. From Christ-
mas 1965’s “Rubber Soul” until they
broke up in 1970, they were non-stop
great. Even into all of their solo ca-
reers. And there are four of them, to
only one Dylan.

But, let’s be real. Nobody has done
it better, or longer, than Bob Dylan
(who turned 72 last May). His first
few albums had more great “protest”
and “anti-establishment” songs in
them than even the late Phil Ochs.

You can’t listen to stuff like “Mr.
Tambourine Man,” “Don’t Think
Twice It’s Alright,” “Like a Rolling
Stone,” “Masters of War,” “Blowin’
in the Wind,” “Talking John Birch
Paranoid Blues,” “Ballad of Hollis
Brown,” “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna
Fall,” “The Death of Emmitt Till,”
“All Along the Watchtower,” and on
and on … without being blown away.
And that’s just the early stuff and
doesn’t include the amazing “Blonde
on Blonde” or “Blood on the Tracks”
albums from the ’70s.

Still, I guess if you have to be No.
2, it’s not the worst thing to be behind
the Beatles.

Here’s the top 25 from the Rolling
Stones list:

1. Beatles, 2. Bob Dylan, 3. Elvis
Presley, 4. Rolling Stones, 5. Chuck
Berry, 6. Jimi Hendrix, 7. James
Brown, 8. Little Richard, 9. Aretha
Franklin, 10. Ray Charles;

11. Bob Marley, 12. Beach Boys,
13. Buddy Holly, 14. Led Zeppelin,
15. Stevie Wonder, 16. Sam Cooke,
17. Muddy Waters, 18. Marvin Gaye,

19. Velvet Underground, 20. Bo
Diddley;

21. Otis Redding, 22. U2, 23. Bruce
Springsteen, 24. Jerry Lee Lewis, 25
Fats Domino.

The first thing that pops out of that
list is that the entire top 10 is pre-
1970. In fact, the only post-1980 per-
formers in the top 25 are U2 and
Bruce Springsteen, at Nos. 22 and 23.
Either all the voters were baby
boomers, or most of the really good
music came from “back in the day.”
Maybe both.

Note that six of the top 10 were
black artists (seven if you want to
count Elvis Presley). Lou Reed and
the Velvet Underground made the list,
and the great Otis Redding, who just
missed the top 20. And Jerry Lee
Lewis and Fats Domino sneaked in at
24 and 25.

But, as often happens in attempting
something like this, there were prob-
lems. As I thumbed through the pages,
from the Beatles at No. 1 to No. 100’s
Talking Heads, it hit me that the J.
Geils Band and the Moody Blues
were not ranked! And there was no
Donovan, no Animals, no Hollies and
no Queen.

There was never a better live band
than the Geils Boogie Band, fronted
by the amazing Peter Wolf.

Not even the Beatles or Bob Dylan
ever produced seven consecutive al-
bums like the Moody Blues’ six-year
run (1967-72) – “Days of Future Past,”
“In Search of the Lost Chord,” “On
the Threshold of a Dream,” “To Our
Children’s Children’s Children,” “A
Question of Balance,” “Every Good
Boy Deserves Favour,” and “Seventh
Sojourn.” With their orchestral ar-
rangements, synthesizers and amaz-
ing lyrics, they were the original
“headphone band.” Each of those al-
bums was a five-star classic, and each
is still in my vinyl collection.

ALL IN THE FAMILY
The Kessler family should be well-

schooled by this time about who Ray
Bailey was and what he meant to the
town of Westfield. The 6-foot-7 Bailey
was a member of the Class of 1960,
an outstanding basketball and base-
ball player, who was killed prior to
the start of his senior year. Every year
since, the Ray Bailey Scholastic
Award has been presented by Martin
Wallberg Post 3 to the WHS senior
player, in most varsity sports, who
has the highest grade point average.

This year’s winner on the football
team was Jack Kessler, a very steady
(and very heady) center. Previous
winners of the award include Fred
(’80) and John (WHS, ’82) Kessler,
Jack’s uncle and father, respectively.
Fred was a rugged halfback and line-
backer, whose teams went 7-2 and 8-
2, while John was an offensive tackle
and linebacker on teams that also
went 7-2 and 8-2.

Other still-familiar names on those
1978-81 football teams, for one rea-
son or another, include Ron Allen,
Ted Allen, Jack Baldwin, Brad
Bonnetti, Roger Brewster, Don
Cassett, Dondi Chambliss, Tom Della
Badia, Mike Elliott, Rick Elliott, Mark
Frega, Mike Giacone, Paul Harbaugh,
Mike Henry, Greg Hobson, Dave
Jackson, Paul Jackson, Sal Pafumi,
Hank Prybylski, Tom Ripperger and
John Taylor.

JUST PASSING THROUGH
Did you know that four of

America’s premier athletes of their
time lived for a time in Westfield?

Paul Robeson was one of the great
athletes, scholars, singers and actors
of all-time. And for four years over
100 years ago, he lived in Westfield.
In fact, he helped build the A.M.E.
Zion Church on Downer Street, where
his father was the minister. If you
drive past it, you’ll notice it’s on the
corner of Paul Robeson Corner.

Originally from Princeton,
Robeson moved into town 1907, and
played on the football and baseball
teams before his father was trans-
ferred in 1910 to Somerville, where
he graduated high school. Then it was
on to Rutgers, where he was an all-
American defensive end, and gradu-
ated No. 1 in his class. While attend-
ing Columbia Law School, he played
two years in the NFL. Later he would
become known as a singer (“Old Man
River” among others), an actor
(“Showboat” and “The Emporer
Jones”) and a leading activist and
social pioneer. A civil rights pioneer
before Dr. Martin Luther King,
Robeson unsuccessfully met with
commissioner Kenesaw Mountain
Landis to tear down major league
baseball’s “color barrier” in 1943,
several years before Branch Rickey
and Jackie Robinson broke it down.

Other famous people who took up
residence in the old town include
Larry Kelley, Alan Ford and Hamilton
Richardson.

Kelley was an outstanding end at
Yale University and in 1936 won the
second Heisman Trophy; technically
the first, since it was called the Down-
town Athletic Club Trophy in 1935
when Chicago’s Jay Berwanger won
it. In 1945 Kelley played first base for
the Westfield Hawks, who went 16-
10 and featured catcher Mount
Howarth, second baseman Art
Fredrickson, shortstop Chick Miller,
and an outfield of Tony Mack, George
Hess and Ray Thompson.

Ford was the first swimmer to ever
break 50 seconds in the 100-yard
freestyle and he broke Johnny
(Tarzan) Weismueller’s record in the
100 free. Ford also was the dominant
swimmer of the mid-1940s at Yale
and was in his prime in 1944, when
the Olympics were canceled by the
Second World War, although he did
earn a silver medal at the 1948 Olym-
pics. Later “the human fish” coached
at the Westfield Y. His son Randy
lettered on the ’67 Blue Devils.

Richardson was one of America’s
greatest tennis players in the 1950s
and ’60s. He lived in town for a while,
before his family moved back to New
Orleans. A two-time NCAA singles
championships at Tulane University,
he later was a Rhodes Scholar. The
country’s top-ranked player in 1956
and 1958, he played on numerous
Davis Cup teams and teamed with
Alex Olmedo to win the 1958 U.S.
Open doubles title. The family re-
turned to Westfield in the mid-1950s
and Ham’s younger brothers Tom
(’57) and Dave (’62) both played first
singles for outstanding WHS teams
under coach Sam Bunting.
GIRLS BASKETBALL UPDATE

Lily Scott pumped in a career-high
28 points and Jackie Knapp added 18
points and seven assists in Saturday’s
65-36 over Clark. But the big story
for Joe Marino’s unbeaten squad was
the performance of Hannah Liddy.
The freshman had nine rebounds and
nine steals (No. 2 all-time to Amanda
Markowski’s 10 in 2010).

IN PASSING
Phil Everly, half of the sweet-sing-

ing Everly Brothers duo of the late
1950s with Don, passed away on Jan.
3. He was 74. Rolling Stone maga-
zine (see above) ranked them No. 33
on their list of rock and roll’s 100
greatest stars. Don is 76.

I was a teenager when “Bye Bye
Love,” “Wake Up Little Susie,” “All I
Have To Do Is Dream,” “Bird Dog,”
“When Will I Be Loved,” “Cathy’s
Clown,” and dozens of others rode
the Top 40 charts of a.m. radio.
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the press on, because we do catch
teams off-guard. We get a lot of turn-
overs from steals, and a lot of teams
don’t know how to break it. A lot of
teams get really confused and they
start throwing the ball around, and it
gets us a lot of points,” Knapp ex-
plained.

Another crossfire of steals to points
in the third quarter yielded a 21-13
run and a 60-26 lead and Scott netted
11 more points, including her fourth
3-pointer. Luzzi and Liddy scored
four points each and Knapp nailed
two.

“We knew coming in Clark is close
to us. They are kind of our rivals,
maybe not as much as Scotch Plains.
We knew we had the ability using our
fast breaks, using our aggressive play
to get out to a lead early, and we had
a really nice team effort doing that.
Our defense was key for our offense.
A lot of our points, we got turnovers,
which led to fast breaks which led to
foul shots,” Scott said.

“This was an important game for
us, because a member of our staff,
Dave Hartzler, is from Clark. He lives
for this game. We were all fired up.
We wanted to win this game for him.

That motivation, fast breaks which
led to points helped us win,” Knapp
said.

Knapp began the fourth quarter
with a 3-pointer then the Blue Devil
bench took over from there.

The victory was the first regular-
season game after the Blue Devils
grabbed gold at the Len Sepanak
Memorial Tournament at Ridge High
School over the Christmas holiday.

“First we played Mendham. It was
a very well-coached team, so they
were very fluid. They weren’t as ath-
letic as us, and we used a lot of fast
breaks to beat them. All three games
that we played we used a fast pace
and a press. Second game, we played
Linden. Linden is a very physical
team. We’ve played them a lot. We
know their style. That game was a
battle physically and emotionally.
What we got from that game was we
had to push through when it gets
hard, and we had to beat the team
together. New Providence was the
hardest game, but it was by far the
best game we played as a team. We
did a good job against Sidney Morang,
keeping her from scoring a lot of
points,” Scott said.

A little earlier in the day, another
strong Union County team, Roselle
Catholic, featuring Tori Pozsonyi,
very strong under the boards and pri-
mary scorer, and Katie Tobie, a strong
setup guard, improved to 5-0 with a
convincing, 53-28, victory over a
young Cranford team.

“It would be interesting if we did
get matched up with them. We both
have a different style of play. They do
try to get the ball inside. We don’t
have the biggest people, but our style
is fast and we would probably end up
wearing them down. We just keep
going and going,” Knapp said.
Westfield 11 28 21   5 65
AL Johnson   5   8 13 10 36

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A CHIEF THIEF AND SCORING MASTER...Blue Devil Lil Scott, No. 20, scored
28 points against the Crusaders and seven steals in the 65-36 victory.

Lady Cardinals Defeat
Raider Cagers, 66-53
The Plainfield High School girls

basketball team improved to 4-2 with
a 66-53, overtime victory over the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders on
January 4. Sophomore Micaiah Battle
led the 2-4 Raiders with 17 points.
Junior Tabitha Dwunfour finished
with eight points and 22 rebounds.
Katie Harper netted nine points. Car-
dinal Breana Spencer poured in 33
points.
Plainfield   5 19 14 14 14 66
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 13 10 16 12   1 53

David Realty Group prides themselves on offering the highest level of professional real estate 
services along with the latest technology at the most competitive marketing packages.

Find out why we can list your home for a 4 ½% total 
commission with no compromises.*  Contact us today!

David Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

Lorena Barbosa
Broker, Co-Owner

(908)264-8843 or info@DavidRealtyGroup.com
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“My husband and I had never sold a house. David Realty 
Group helped us through the process with sound and ethical 
business advice, patience and kindness. They were always 
available to answer questions and we were very impressed 
with their professionalism in dealing with us and other 
agents. We definitely made the right choice in realtors.”

Bob & Kathryn  
Sold in Westfield, 2013

Our customers say it best
 when it comes to our level of service!

“In a challenging, competitive market this year, our 
househunt in Westfield was made easier, smoother and even 
fun with your guidance and professional assistance. Your 
expertise in navigating the search, negotiation, inspections 
and other issues involved with buying a house was 
invaluable. Thank you for helping us to get it done!”

Anne & Carlos  
Bought in Westfiled, 2013  

I could not have asked for better service and professionalism 
from David Realty Group. My home was not one that had 
many comparables so our realtors spent lots of time trying to 
make my husband and I comfortable with pricing. They had 
our home sold in 4 days, 14K over ask and we had a choice 
of 3 contracts! I always had a question answered immediately 
because if I couldn't get David on the phone, I'd get Lorena or 
vice versa. I can't imagine ever selling a house again without 
them! Thank you both!

 Rosalie & Ralph
Sold in Westfield, 2013
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SOLD
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David Realty Group 
is the answer!

Q:

A:

What if you could list your 
home for less comission 
and still get all the great 
services you’ve come to 
expect from a Premier 
Real Estate Firm?
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The Beatles or Dylan: Who’s Number 1?
The Beatles? Or Bob Dylan?

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times


