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John Petersen, 91, Bell Labs Manager;
Was Local Community Players Actor

John Edwin “Jack” Petersen, 91,
of Westfield, N.J. died in his home
early Saturday morning, January
4, 2014.

Mr. Petersen is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth; sons, Eric and Robert;
daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Bradrick; two
grandchildren, one great-grandson and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Mr. Petersen was born in Chicago,
Ill. on July 21, 1922, and moved to
Westfield in 1929, where he grew up
and attended the Westfield schools.
He played varsity football (running
back and passer), basketball (center)
and track in high school, and gradu-
ated in 1941. He married his wife,
Bette, on July 21, 1946 at the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield, where he was a member,
and raised his family in Westfield.

A veteran of World War II, he
served bravely as an officer in the
U.S. Merchant Marines, where he
also graduated with an engineering
degree. He received a medal from
the Russian government for his par-
ticipation in “The Murmansk Run.”

Mr. Petersen worked for Bell
Telephone Laboratories for 43
years, retiring as a Department Head
in Purchasing. He made a name for
himself on stage, acting in more
than 100 plays and musicals. He

was a member and past president of
the Westfield Community Players
and acted for the New Jersey
Shakespeare Festival. His most
memorable roles were Petruchio in
Shakespeare’s Taming of the Shrew
and Henry Higgins in the musical
My Fair Lady. His last role was in A
Christmas Carol, where he played
the ghost of Jacob Marley. He was
a member of the First United Meth-
odist Church since 1945, sang in
the bass section and was a past
president of the Sanctuary Choir.
Mr. Petersen also was a member of
the Westfield Historical Society and
volunteered his time and talent at
the Miller-Cory House Museum.
He will be deeply missed by every-
one who loved him.

Jack’s Life Celebration and visi-
tation will be from 4 to 8 p.m.
tomorrow, Friday, January 10,
2014, at Gray Funeral Directors, A
Life Celebration Home, 318 East
Broad Street, Westfield. His Ser-
vice of Remembrance will follow
in the early Spring.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Memorial Fund of the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.
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Sandee M. Konet, 66, Cherished Family;
Medical Social Worker For 35 Years

Sandee M. Konet, 66, passed away
at Trinitas Medical Center in Eliza-
beth, N.J. on Monday, December
30, 2013, with her
daughter, sister and
husband at her bedside.

Sandee was born
Sandora Rosalie Mar-
tin on January 9, 1947
in Rahway, N.J. to
Frank and Lillian Mar-
tin. In 1968, she ob-
tained her bachelor’s
degree from Kent State
University, where she
met the love of her life
and husband of 45
years, Richard James
Konet, in Latin class. Moving back
to New Jersey in 1970, the two
bought a home in Westfield, where
they resided for over 30 years.

Sandee worked as a medical so-
cial worker for 35 years, first at JFK
Medical Center and then at Trinitas
Medical Center. She was artistic
and enjoyed cooking, quilting, knit-
ting and crafting. An adored wife,

mother and grandmother, Sandee’s
greatest pleasure was spending time
with loved ones.

Sandee Konet is sur-
vived by her beloved hus-
band, Richard Konet;
daughter, Alison
Hoffman; sister, Francine
Martin; brother, Anthony
Martin, and father, Frank
Martin. In addition, she
is survived by her three
grandsons, Beckett
Hoffman, Archer
Hoffman and Wilder
Hoffman, whom she
cherished deeply.

A small family gather-
ing was held in her honor at her
home in Westfield. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to sup-
port cancer research at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center or
the American Cancer Society. Ar-
rangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home of Westfield.
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Sandee M. Konet

Gerald Sandak, 83, Active In Temple;
Chief Risk Officer, Air Force Veteran

Gerald Sandak, 83, of Westfield,
N.J. died on Monday, December
23, 2013, at Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in Rahway, N.J.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mr.
Sandak resided in Richmond Hills
and Colonia before moving to
Westfield 46 years ago. He was em-
ployed as Chief Risk Officer for
Rosenthal & Rosenthal (finance) in
New York City before his retirement
in 2011. Mr. Sandak was a veteran
who served in the U.S. Air Force.

A longtime member of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield, Mr. Sandak
held positions as a member of the
board and as financial treasurer. He
also was affiliated with the Finan-
cial Men’s Club (New York City),
American Arbitration Association,

Manhattan Credit Club, Commer-
cial Financial Association and Fac-
tors Chain International.

Mr. Sandak is survived by his
wife, Gladys (Shapiro); his chil-
dren, Mitchell Sandak and Barbara
Sandak Ceccarelli; his sister, Dolly
Weiss; his four grandchildren, Josh,
Ben, Matt and Sarah, and three
great-grandchildren, Andrew,
Landon and Addison.

Services were held on Thursday,
December 26, 2013, at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield. Interment
followed at Beth Israel Cemetery in
Woodbridge, N.J. Arrangements
were under the direction of Menorah
Chapels at Millburn, 2950 Vauxhall
Road, Union, N.J.
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Lawrence Chilnick, Had Long Career
As An Author, Editor and Publisher

Lawrence D. Chilnick, an author,
editor and publisher, died on Wednes-
day, December 18, 2013, after a long
illness.

Over a 30-year career devoted to
making medical information under-
standable for consumers, Mr.
Chilnick authored, edited and pub-
lished more than 30 books, includ-
ing the multimillion bestseller “The
Pill Book,” a consumer’s guide to
prescription drugs which revolution-
ized the way drug information is
presented to the general public.

In addition to his distinguished
career in publishing, Mr. Chilnick
taught introductory and advanced
publishing courses, most notably at
The New York University School of
Continuing and Professional Educa-

tion, where he taught The Capstone/
Thesis Course for Master in Publish-
ing candidates. He loved mentoring
budding writers, and several of his
students have gone on to publishing
careers of their own.

Mr. Chilnick was born in Savan-
nah but grew up in Marblehead,
Mass. He took great pride in being
from New England and especially
from Marblehead, which he consid-
ered one of the most beautiful places
in the country, and where he hoped
to eventually return.

He is survived by his daughter and
son, Susanna B. Chilnick and Jeremy
H. Chilnick, and his sister, Judy
Chilnick.
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Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Monday

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trin-
ity Senior Social Club will hold its
first meeting of 2014 on Monday,
January 13, at 1:30 p.m. in the
parish center. Guests are welcome.
The parish center is located adja-
cent to the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church on Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Guest speaker Linda Henderson
will discuss “unclaimed proper-
ties.” Participants may possibly
learn about properties they own
but which they knew nothing about.

Additionally, Father Matthew
Looney will give details on the club’s
upcoming trip to the Paper Mill Play-
house to see South Pacific.

The club reported that its recent
Christmas luncheon was well at-
tended and reminds members to
continue to bring donations for the
Food Pantry.

Patricia Stevens Sully, Co-Founder,
Past President of Mobile Meals

Patricia “Pat” Sully died on Sun-
day, January 5, 2014, at Overlook
Medical Center in Summit.

Born in Hartford, Conn. on Janu-
ary 20, 1922 to the late Leslie B.
and Doris G. Stevens, she was the
sister of the late Rachel Stevens
Jester. She grew up in Plantsville,
Conn., attended Bancroft School in
Worcester, Mass. and graduated
from Skidmore College in 1943,
where she was president of the
Dance Club. She then worked in
New York for Daniel Starch & Staff
until January 26, 1946, when she
married (then Lieutenant) John G.
Sully. They had known each other
since age 14.

Pat and Jack are the parents of
Jacquelyn Sully Jennett (James) and
John Stevens Sully (Jayne); the
grandparents of Dr. Heather Jennett
Sponberg (Brant) and Brooke
Jennett Koch (Robert), and they
have a great-grandson, Rowan

James Sponberg. Pat is the aunt of
four Jester siblings, Thomas, Su-
san, Christina and Gretchen.

An active person, Patricia was
co-founder and a past president of
Mobile Meals of Westfield, a tennis
enthusiast and a participant in
bridge groups. She was a longtime
member of the First Congregational
Church of Westfield. She enjoyed
summers at the family home in
Brewster, Mass. Patricia had lived
in Westfield since September 1947,
except for three years in California.

A memorial service will be held
at the First Congregational Church
of Westfield on Saturday, January
25, 2014, at 3 p.m. Arrangements
are by Gray Funeral Directors of
Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the First Congregational
Church, 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Cholesterol Screening
On Tap January 23

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department, in con-
junction with Overlook Medical Cen-
ter, will offer a cholesterol screening
on Thursday, January 23, from 10 to
11:30 a.m.

Open to residents of Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Summit, New Providence, Roselle
Park and Westfield, the screening will
take place in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street. The
Community Room can be entered
from East Broad Street.

The program cost is $10 and regis-
tration is required. To register, call 1-
(888) 247-9580.

MLK Association to Hold
March to Interfaith Service

WESTFIELD – In celebration of
the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s speech entitled “I
Have a Dream,” the Dr. Martin
Luther King Association of Westfield
will conduct at 12:15 p.m. on Mon-
day, January 20, a march from the
Martin Luther King Monument, lo-
cated at the South Avenue traffic
circle in Westfield. The approxi-
mately one-mile march will proceed
east on Broad Street through the
downtown, with civil rights songs
and banners, concluding at Temple
Emanu-El. The temple will host the
27th Annual Interfaith Commemo-
ration Service for Dr. King.

The public is invited to partici-
pate in the full length of the march,
with assembly at the monument
starting at noon and the march
planned to begin 15 minutes later.
For those attending the public In-
terfaith Service who would like to
be in a march, but would prefer a
shorter version, the following is

planned: at 12:55 p.m., just out-
side of Temple Emanu-El at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield, will
be an assembly of those who wish
to participate in an outdoor march
once around the temple itself,
joined by those who have marched
from the monument. All of the com-
bined marchers will then proceed
en masse into the temple for the 1
p.m. start of the Interfaith Service.

WCC King Breakfast
Set For January 20

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Center will sponsor
its annual Martin Luther King
Breakfast on Monday, January 20,
from 8 to 11 a.m. It will take place
at the center, located at 558 West
Broad Street in Westfield.

The regular ticket price is $6.
For senior citizens and children
under age 12, tickets are $5. Tick-
ets may be purchased at the door.

Susan Rotter, Was Executive Recruiter;
Enjoyed Ballroom and Latin Dancing

Susan Rotter (née Katz) of Byram,
for 37 years, passed away on Mon-
day, January 6. Services were held on
Tuesday, January 7, at the Beth Israel
Cemetery chapel, located at 1000
Woodbridge Center Drive in
Woodbridge, N.J.

Susan leaves her husband, Larry;
sons, Kenneth (Westfield) and David
(New Brunswick); a daughter, Jodi
(Kenvil); sisters, Cinthia Raucher and
Sandy Spinner, and grandsons, Max-
well and Benjamin.

An executive recruiter for a number
of years, she last held a post with
Emergency Medical Associates of
Livingston, placing physicians, nurses
and PAs in E.R. positions. An accom-
plished amateur ballroom and Latin
dancer, she and Larry competed in
both categories for the past six years.
She was said to have a “psychic” gift
of being able to locate missing people
and pets, which aided in returning

loved ones and pets to their families.
Shiva will be today, Thursday, Janu-

ary 9, noon to 6 p.m., and Friday,
January 10, noon to 4 p.m., at the home
of Jodi Rotter, 80 N. Hillside Avenue in
Kenvil, and Sunday and Monday, Janu-
ary 12 and 13, from 2 to 7 p.m. each
day, at Kenneth Rotter’s home at 649
Westfield Avenue in Westfield. Dona-
tions would be appreciated to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Arrangements are by J. L. Apter
Memorial Chapels of Newton, (973)
383-3333.
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Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

C.D.

Westfield
Monday, December 30, Alfred

Voelker, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on a Westfield warrant for $728
after turning himself in at police head-
quarters. He was processed and allowed
to pay a partial bail amount. Voelker
subsequently was released and given a
bail receipt.

Monday, December 30, an employee
of a business in the area of East Broad
and Prospect Streets reported being the
victim of criminal mischief. According
to the victim, when he returned to his
motor vehicle after work, he observed
that all four tires on the vehicle were
flat, with each tire bearing a two-inch
puncture mark, possibly caused by a
sharp object.

Tuesday, December 31, a resident of
the 400 block of Birch Place reported
an incident of identity theft, in which
someone unknown attempted to change
the address for his credit card.

Tuesday, December 31, the theft of
electronic devices, valued at approxi-
mately $1,050, was reported on the 600
block of Clark Street. The victim stated
that someone unknown removed an HP
laptop computer, a WiFi device and a
laptop case from a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, December 31, Enrique
Repollet, 26, of Carteret was arrested
on a Raritan warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue near
Westfield Avenue. He was released af-
ter posting $250 bail.

Wednesday, January 1, Patricia
Nadan, 40, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with shoplifting at a busi-
ness on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
on a summons.

Wednesday, January 1, Nuirka M.
Easterling, 29, of Linden was arrested
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Roselle Park, for $500, and Linden, for
$115, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
East South and Windsor Avenues. She
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on posted bail.

Thursday, January 2, a school cross-
ing gate, valued at approximately $300,
was reported stolen from an educa-
tional institution on Cardinal Drive.
Between December 20 and January 2,
someone unknown removed the item
from a bus parked in the lot of the
institution, according to police.

Thursday, January 2, an individual
reported that his iPhone was removed
from an unlocked locker at a Clark Street
facility between the hours of 12:30 and
2:30 p.m. that day. The total value of the
phone, including the case, is $550.

Friday, January 3, Lester Butler, 36,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing no-bail NCIC warrant pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop at West
South Avenue and Donner Street. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Saturday, January 4, Gregory
Cromwell, 25, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
for $439 after turning himself in at police
headquarters. Bail was posted and a fu-
ture court date was to be determined.

Saturday, January 4, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 1100
block of Central Avenue that occurred
between 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. Someone
unknown gained entry by puncturing a
hole through the wood panel of the
interior rear side door and removed
jewelry from the premises, according
to police.

Sunday, January 5, Joseph Kabutu,
38, of Fords was arrested at the Edison
Police Department on warrants from
Westfield, for $2,060; East Brunswick,
for $494; Newark, for $350, and Wall
Township, for $300. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
held in lieu of bail.

Sunday, January 5, a resident of the
800 block of Willow Grove Road re-
ported the theft of two watches, of
unknown value, from his home. The
theft occurred between November 2013
and January 5.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 31, Rebecca T.

Smith, 19, of Bound Brook was turned
over by the Springfield Police Depart-
ment for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $200. She was processed,
posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, December 31, Marcus E.
Francis, 48, of Newark was picked up at
the Essex County jail and was trans-
ported to the Union County jail on an
outstanding warrant in the amount of
$2,250.

Thursday, January 2, April C. Rix,
26, of Irvington was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22. She
was processed and released.

Thursday, January 2, the manager of
a storage unit facility on Route 22 re-
ported that a lock was placed on a
storage unit for lack of payment of the
monthly rental fee, totaling approxi-
mately $110, and was not to be re-
moved until payment was received.
According to police, a suspect was seen
in a video surveillance tape spreading
wire mesh on a security gate to gain
access to the facility and then cutting
the lock, which belonged to the facility,
before removing his belongings and
putting them in his motor vehicle. The
manager stated that he did receive pay-
ment in full one day after the suspect
illegally entered and cut the lock that
did not belong to him, police reported.

Friday, January 3, Anthony J.
Coleman, 30, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession
of hypodermic needles after police re-
sponded to a report of a suspicious
person on Route 22. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Friday, January 3, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that as a re-
sult of a motor vehicle accident that

occurred in close proximity to his resi-
dence, a primary PSE&G utility pole
fell and came in contact with the water
service connection to his residence.
According to police, the incident caused
the electricity to back feed into his
residence, causing damage to numer-
ous appliances and other electrical de-
vices. Damage occurred to two fur-
naces and air conditioning units, valued
at $19,000; a refrigerator, valued at
$800; a dishwasher, valued at $1,000;
an oven, valued at $2,500; a television,
valued at $400; a central vacuum sys-
tem, valued at $500; a washing ma-
chine, valued at $800; a dryer, valued at
$800, and a hot tub, valued at $2,500, as
well as miscellaneous electrical ser-
vices including replacing switches and
plugs valued at $500, police reported.
The total approximate damage totals
$28,800, authorities stated.

Sunday, January 5, Marcell Davis,
48, of Newark was transported to police
headquarters from the Summit Police
Department for an outstanding ATS
warrant in the amount of $580. He was
processed and transported to the Union
County jail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 30, a resident of

Winding Brook Way reported that some-
one attempted to have his Social Secu-
rity checks sent to another address.

Monday, December 30, a resident of
East Second Street reported that someone
purchased approximately $800 of elec-
tronics online without his authorization.

Tuesday, December 31, the manager
of a Route 22 store reported that some-
time overnight someone damaged the
door to the building.

Wednesday, January 1, a resident of
Sterling Place reported that sometime
overnight someone entered her home and,
once inside, removed several thousand
dollars in cash. At this time it is unknown
how entry was gained, police said.

Thursday, January 2, Stephanie
Kaufman, 23, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22. She was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, January 2, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that someone
has been leaving messages on his an-
swering machine.

Thursday, January 2, a resident of
Fieldcrest Drive reported that some-
one made approximately $800 in pur-
chases on his credit card without his
authorization.

Thursday, January 2, Dennis Moore,
44, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on
Front Street. After failing several field
sobriety tests at the scene, Moore was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, December 19, Jonathan

Klein, 27, of Long Valley was arrested
on two active warrants out of Oakhurst
and Hackettstown after a field investi-
gation on the 75 block of Martine Av-
enue. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

Thursday, December 19, Jay Williams,
43, of Plainfield was arrested following a
field investigation on the 75 block of
Martine Avenue on three active warrants
out of Scotch Plains, Union and Plainfield.
He was processed and turned over to the
Scotch Plains Police Department.

Friday, December 20, Ryan Yelton,
28, of West Long Branch was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) following a motor vehicle
stop at Martine and Madison Avenues.
After failing a field sobriety test, he was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, December 21, Amy
Markuske, 21, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor
vehicle stop on the 100 block of North
Avenue. After failing several field so-
briety tests, she was processed and re-
leased to a responsible person.

Monday, December 23, Clyde Cohen,
41, of Westfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on the 80 block of
Montrose Avenue on an active
Piscataway warrant. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Thursday, December 26, a resident
of the 30 block of Beech Avenue re-
ported that a Christmas display that
was in the front yard of a house was the
target of criminal mischief.

Saturday, December 28, a resident of
the 100 block of Westfield Road re-
ported that his fence was the target of
criminal mischief.

Saturday, December 28, a resident of
the 30 block of Rainier Road reported
that his parked motor vehicle was the
target of criminal mischief.

Saturday, December 28, a resident of
the 20 block of Timberline Drive re-
ported an unknown person entered his
unlocked parked motor vehicle. Ac-
cording to police, at this time nothing
was reported missing.

Saturday, December 28, a resident of
the 130 block of Glenwood Road re-
ported that someone had entered his
unlocked parked motor vehicle and re-
moved a GPS unit, valued at $100.

Saturday, December 28, a resident of
the 10 block of Sun Valley Way re-
ported that his parked motor vehicle
was the target of criminal mischief.

Sunday, December 29, Adam Walton,
23, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with DWI after an accident on
the 200 block of Midway Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, after failing several
field sobriety tests, he was processed
and charged with DWI, refusal to sub-
mit to a breath test, and cell phone
violations. The driver was released to a
responsible person, police said.

Sunday, December 29, a resident of
the 80 block of Glenwood Road re-
ported that her parked motor vehicle
was the target of criminal mischief.


