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Fla. Teen Charged In
False Bomb Threat

KENILWORTH  – A Florida teen-
ager has been charged with mak-
ing a false bomb threat against a
Kenilworth residence earlier this
year, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park announced
Monday.

Complaints of threatening to
discharge a destructive device,
making a false report of planting
a bomb or explosive, issuing a
false police report, fraud, and
other offenses were filed by the
Seminole County Sheriff’s Office
against the 16-year-old defen-
dant, whose name is being with-
held due to his age.

The date was July 21, 2013
when the Kenilworth Police De-
partment received a 911 call via
Skype, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Susan
Gleason, who assisted Florida
authorities investigating the case.
The person making the threat,

whose voice was modified during
the call, claimed to be a 19-year-
old resident of the 600 block of
Newark Avenue in Kenilworth and
threatened to kill two of his
younger siblings and blow up his
home, Ms. Gleason said.

Responding police found a 19-
year-old resident at the home and
took him into custody, but quickly
determined that he had not placed
the threatening call – the victim
did not even have any younger
siblings, and no one else was home
at the time. Using phone and
Internet records, investigators
later managed to trace the call to
a residence in Florida and identi-
fied the 16-year-old as a suspect.

The emergency response to the
false bomb threat resulted in
expenses exceeding $7,000, and
the juvenile defendant, if con-
victed, is expected to be ordered
to pay restitution.

Lawrence Ditzel, Sr., 89, Was Plumber;
Active In Squad, Scouts, Lions, Masons
Lawrence F. Ditzel, Sr., 89,

passed away on Saturday, De-
cember 28, 2013, at home.

Born in Cranford, he lived in
Garwood for many years.

A plumber, Mr. Ditzel had been
a partner in R&D Plumbing and
Heating of Garwood. He was a
member of the Lions Club for 25
years and a Lions Representa-
tive. Larry was a member of
Azure-Masada Club, F&AM of
Cranford for 50 years. He also
had been a member of the
Garwood First Aid Squad, a
Webelos and a Boy Scout leader,
and had helped construct the
gazebo at the Garwood Little
League field. He was an Army
veteran of World War II.

Larry was predeceased by a
son, Kurt; a daughter, Kathy,

and a great-grandson, Kevin.
Surviving are Katherine D.

(Ehrnholm) Ditzel, his beloved
wife since December 13, 1947;
three devoted sons, Larry and
his wife, Velma, Gary and his
wife, Joyce, and Mark; four lov-
ing grandsons, Larry III and his
wife, Shawn, Raymond, Keith and
Christopher; and one beloved
great-grandson, 11-year-old Ja-
son.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m.
on Friday, January 3, at the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West in Cranford. Inter-
ment will be at Rosedale Memo-
rial Park in Linden.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Wounded
Warriors, 370 7th Avenue, Suite
1802, New York, N.Y. 10001.
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COMEDY BENEFIT...A special comedy fundraiser to benefit Garwood PBA
Local No. 117 was held December 5 at Crossroads, located at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood. The event featured Michael Winslow, The Dumb Kids In the Back and
Jerrold Benford. Over 120 attendees came out to support the cause, and $1,000 was
raised for the Garwood Police Department that night. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Comedian Joe Carney from The Dumb Kids In the Back, presenting a $1,000
check to Officer John Wright of the Garwood Police Department, and Crossroads
owner Lee Frankel. Mr. Carney was to be featured at another benefit at Cross-
roads on Thursday, January 2, for the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Union County.

put together a five-year road
maintenance program, as well
as a longer term debt manage-
ment system.” He also spoke
about continuing to appeal the
Birchwood development and
working to gain federal funding
for flood control.

Ms. Adubato was appointed
commissioner of finance, Ms.
O’Connor was appointed com-
missioner of public safety, Mr.
D’Ambola was named commis-
sioner of public works/engineer-
ing, and Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,
who was mayor last year and is
now the lone Democrat on the
committee, was appointed com-
missioner of public affairs.

Mr. Kalnins also was appointed
as a member to the planning
board.

Diane Dabulas was appointed
township attorney for one year

at a yearly fee of $60,000. She is
a partner at Rogut McCarthy. At
Monday’s township committee
workshop meeting, residents
voiced their opinion against ap-
pointing attorney Phil Morin to
the position.

Lavona Patterson was ap-
pointed chief financial officer for
a four-year term.

The township committee ap-
proved a resolution offering em-
ployees the option to forego health
insurance for a cash incentive. The
employee would receive 25 per-
cent or $5,000, whichever is less,
of the amount saved by the town-
ship because of the employee’s
waiver of health insurance.

The committee also authorized
a temporary 2014 township bud-
get of $7.95 million, and a tem-
porary Swim Utility Fund of
$456,000.

officer, went over a series of
capital improvement authoriza-
tions that have balances that the
township committee voted to
cancel and be returned to a gen-
eral fund. The ordinances go back
to 2000. Many were attached to
matching grants that have since
expired and are no longer avail-
able, Mr. DeRoberts said.

Mayor Hannen had expressed
his reservations with canceling
the authorizations. “My concern
is once it is gone it isn’t coming
back,” he said. He asked if the
township committee in 2014
would look at this and re-appro-
priate the funds.

Downes Tree Service Co. was
awarded the contract to de-snag
the Rahway River in Cranford at
the bid of $200,600. T.R. Weniger
was awarded the contract to de-
silt the river at the bid of $146,980.

The committee also approved
$9,000 for engineering services
fee in connection with the in-
spection/repair of the Kanuska
Passage Pedestrian Tunnel.

The township committee went
into a closed session to discuss a
legal matter with Cranford De-
velopment Associates, contrac-
tual matters in connection with
2014 professional services, and
a collective bargaining matter
and personnel matters involving
the fire department and 2014
appointments to committees,
boards and commissions.

Barbara Krause, a member of
the tree preservation commission,
said the township has a variety of
trees available to plant on resi-
dents’ front yard properties and
interested residents can contact
the public works department.

Ms. Krause also inquired about
the upgrade of the PSE&G sub-
station on North Avenue and con-
struction to happen at Union
County College.

Ms. Krause also inquired about
the repair of the broken marble
base of the flagpole at the Post
Office plaza.
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