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SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

13-06-06: PROM NIGHT...On a Saturday afternoon, attendees of the Westfield
High School Prom gathered for pictures at the Stoneleigh Park home of Jim and
Judy Brucia. Pictured, left to right, are: Emily Greenberg and Chris Callahan,
Kristy Troutman and Adam Greene, Emily Brucia and Parker Friedman, Sian
Scott and Reid Harrison, Jenna Perrotta and Christian Burgdorf, Nicole Miller
and Jake Heroux, Rachel Hertzberg and David Soloman and Tara Reardon and
Michael Cash.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader

13-07-02: WESTFIELD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2013...Westfield High
School graduated 451 seniors at the New Jersey National Guard Armory in June.
The elaborately decorated hats of the Class of 2013 proudly displayed their
college choice for the coming year.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

13-07-11: WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe Club’s annual Fourth of July
canoe race drew a large crowd of participants who were eager to get in the water
in order to beat the heat.

2013 Year In Review: June Through November
JUNE
Westfield
The town council approved its $2.3million capital budget that will fund
repairs to town hall’s HVAC system
along with work to the Department of
Public Works building and the two
firehouses plus road resurfacing for
several streets in town.
Recreation Department Program Coordinator Traci Kastner told the recreation commissioners that in spite of the
pouring rain on May 19, 330 people
showed up for the 5K Race and OneMile Fun Run at Tamaques Park.
Faculty, staff, friends and family
greeted the 451 members of Westfield
High School’s Class of 2013 at graduation. The event was held indoors due
to severe thunderstorm warnings
throughout the day, but allowed for
those without tickets to be a part of the
commencement via a live video
stream.
After three hours of public comment, both pro and con, the board of
education voted 7 to 2 to approve a
one-year contract to hire a student
resource officer (SRO) for Westfield
High School. The position was filled
by an armed Westfield police officer,
Jeff Johnson, appointed by Police
Chief David Wayman.
Scotch Plains
The graduating class of 371 students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School gathered at Tyson Field
to receive their high-school diplomas
and praises from administrators, teachers, friends and proud families.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education members heard a brief overview of the five-year long-range facilities plan from Tom Potter of Potter
Architects, LLC. As part of his report,
his team surveys all of the district’s
buildings and keeps records of the size

of all of the schools and what each site
contains. The report contains all maintenance projects that have been completed over the last five years, and looks
ahead at the next five years with projected budgets as to what else might
need to be done. According to the data,
there were 2,192 students in the district
from kindergarten through fourth grade.
This was expected to decrease by 270
students over the next five years.
Fanwood
The borough council held a special
meeting to amend and approve the
2013 municipal budget, which included
appropriations of $9.2 million, 2.7 percent above 2012.
Cranford
The township committee approved
an amendment to the 2013 municipal
budget that pared expenditures enough
to reduce the municipal property-tax
increase from 2.8 percent to 2 percent.
An independent report commissioned by the Township Committee
found that there was no conflict of
interest in Phil Morin’s representation
of Cranford on the Lehigh Acquisition
site plan hearings relating to 555 South
Avenue or the Birchwood Avenue/
Cranford Development Associates affordable-housing litigation.
Union County was set to begin
significant roadway rehabilitation
along an 1,100-foot section of Centennial Avenue, which would be widened in an effort to reduce traffic
congestion. The portion of the roadway to be widened by up to 10 feet is
between Wall Street and the Lehigh
Valley railroad overpass.
Garwood
Borough council members decided
not to pursue litigation against a proposed townhouse development in
Westfield along the borough’s western
border, determining the result – even if
successful – did not warrant the cost.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud said a
lawsuit challenging a zoning variance
that allowed a more densely populated
project on Grandview Avenue between
Myrtle and SpruceAvenues in Westfield
would likely not be winnable in court.
Mountainside
The borough council discussed possible major upgrade work to its gas line
infrastructure as proposed by
Elizabethtown Gas. The plan entails
replacing existing pipelines in the borough, either by sealing off sections of
gas lines and building new ones in a
new location or by removing and replacing existing gas lines in the same
location.
The planning board reviewed the
Mountainside
Restoration
Committee’s plan to relocate the historic Levi Cory House from the corner
of New Providence Road and Mountain Avenue to Constitution Plaza. The
house, which will sit between the
Mountainside Fire Department and
Mountainside Public Library, will
neighbor the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House, another property that belongs
to the committee.
County
Elected officials, business community representatives and commuters
attended the Raritan Valley Line Coalition meeting and pushed for an organized plan of action to get NJ Transit
officials to put dual-powered locomotives on Raritan Valley Line trains to
give commuters a one-seat ride into
Manhattan instead of having to stop
and transfer at Newark’s Penn Station.
The Union County Freeholders went
on record opposing an October special election for the United States Senate seat of Frank Lautenberg, who
died earlier in June. County election
officials estimated the special August
Primary and October election would
cost Union County $1.7 million and
instead favored the Senate election
being held on election day in November.

JULY
Westfield
Cross-examination of Stop & Shop’s
professional planner continued and the
objectors put on their first witness at the
planning board’s hearing on Stop &
Shop’s application for expansion of its
Elm Street location. The company plans
to demolish two office buildings at 203
and 195 Elm Street to enlarge the parking area and increase the store’s square
footage from 35,426 sq. ft. to 53,555
square feet.
Scotch Plains
The township council appointed Jerry
Giaimis, who had served as business
administrator inVernon Township since
2010, as the next township manager.
He succeeded Henry Underhill, who
resigned in March. In the ensuing
months, Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta
had served as acting township manager.
The township council approved an
ordinance banning smoking at municipal parks and all fields, except for Scotch
Hills Country Club.
The planning board approved the
final layout for lighting for the Stage
House Tavern’s new parking lot. After
residents argued that the lighting in the
new expanded parking lot would spread
light into the surrounding yards, homes
and businesses, co-owner Tom Britt
agreed to review and improve the plans
prior to construction.
Scotch Plains businesses and the
township council need to work together
if they are to attract grants to improve
the township, the Scotch Plains Management Corp. (SPMC) was told at its
meeting. Grant-writing expert Adam
Zellner said there were grants available, but that many other towns were
competing for them. SPMC Chairman
Dominick Verdic agreed, saying the
SPMC, which manages the downtown
special improvement district (SID), was
not in a financial position to match
grants with its own money, as its ap-

proved budget for 2013 was only
$58,714, as the SPMC did not collect a
$400 annual assessment from SID property owners this year.
Fanwood
Members of the planning board
unanimously approved an application
to allow Cingular Wireless to continue
to occupy the cell tower located at 1
South Avenue and to expand. According to Judith Fairweather, an attorney
who represented Cingular, the project
consists of upgrading the substation
and changing the tower. In her testimony, she noted that the existing tower
stands at 120 feet and the new tower
upgrade would measure at 138 feet.
Council members unanimously
passed an ordinance to reduce the speed
limit on Terrill Road on the Fanwood
side by five miles per hour, from 40 to
35 mph.
Cranford
Union County College officials said
construction of a new $14-million student services building on the Cranford
campus would begin in May of 2014
and take 12 to 18 months to complete.
The township committee decided not
to go forward with the formation of a
charter study commission to examine
new forms of government.
Dreyer Farms was approved by a
unanimous vote by the township’s zoning board of adjustment to tear down
the existing farm stand and single-family residence on its property and to
build a single two-story structure to
house its retail operations.
A proposed development on Centennial Avenue was approved by the
planning board by a 7 to 1 vote on July
17. The multi-use subdivision will consist of a commercial space on the first
floor and five one-bedroom apartments
on the second floor, all yet to be rented.
A two-family home existed on the lot.

Garwood
The borough council announced it
would investigate privatizing garbage
pickup and conducting a borough-wide
property reassessment, sparking an array of responses.
Council members introduced a
$170,000 bond ordinance to purchase
a new dump truck, plow and spreader
to replace a 28-year-old vehicle.
Mountainside
After Councilman Jeffrey Wass resigned his seat, Rene Dierkes, a resident of Mountainside since 1999, was
sworn in as the newest borough council
member.
Don Don Realty, the developer of
the corner property occupied by the
Levi Cory historic house at the intersection of Mountain Avenue and New
Providence Road, was denied preliminary and final site-plan approval from
the borough planning board. The developer wished to erect a 6,000-squarefoot commercial building on the corner
of the busy intersection, whose two
roads are controlled by the county and
serve as major conduits to and from
Route 22.
County
The Union County Freeholders approved a memorandum of understanding between the county and the Union
County Improvement Authority to review options for the future operation of
Runnells Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights. A report from Complete
Healthcare Resources (CHR), a consulting firm hired by the county, estimated that leasing Runnells to a nursing home operator would result in annual payments to the county of between $1.4 and $2.1 million. The report estimated that the sale of Runnells
could bring between $22.4 and $25.8
million. CHR said Runnells lost $17
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader

13-10-10: APPLEFEST...Judges get ready to sample the apple pie entries at the
Fifth Annual AppleFest held at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center,
hosted by the Westfield Historical Society on Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are:
Eric Hambrecht, Jamie Chavez and Marc Corello.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union

13-07-18: GUN CONTROL...Pictured from left, Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter, Union County
Acting Prosecutor Grace H. Park and Union County Public Safety Director
Andrew Moran listen as Union County Police Captain Martin Mogensen speaks
about one of the nearly 1,600 guns collected during a two-day, state-sponsored
gun buyback program in Union and Hudson Counties. More than 1,000 of the
guns were turned in at three churches in Union County. The weapons were on
display at a joint press conference on July 16 in Jersey City.

PAGE INDEX
Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

13-08-01: PIZZA TIME...Participants in the 12th Annual 5K Run and Pizza
Extravaganza enjoy a slice of pie after completing the race, which took participants through Westfield neighborhoods.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

million as of the end of 2011. Media
reports say Runnells is $20 million in
the red.
Region
PSE&G announced it was undertaking a $3.9-billion, 10-year project to
enhance its facilities throughout New
Jersey to deal with extreme weather
conditions in future years. PSE&G said
it does not foresee a rate increase for its
customers.

AUGUST
Westfield
Six Westfield police officers were
promoted, including Lauren Maloney,
Westfield’s first female ranking officer.
Bids were accepted for the dredging
and repair of Mindowaskin Pond, part
of the ongoing Mindowaskin 2018
project, which aims to restore and improve the entire park in time for a
centennial celebration in five years.
The BOE approved a new policy
regarding the use of electronic devices.
Elementary students must keep devices
turned off and kept in their lockers or
backpacks. Middle-school students
may keep their devices only to be used
for educational purposes. The same
policy applies to high-school students,
except in the cafeteria, the student center or the courtyard. Recreational purposes are allowed except for phone
calls. The devices may not be used in
hallways, bathrooms or locker rooms.
Scotch Plains
The township council navigated its
way through a meeting that was, by
turns, contentious, acrimonious, chaotic and loud and ultimately approved
two grant applications aimed at making improvements to the Scotch Hills
Country Club building and taking steps
to have the facility eventually designated as a historic site.
Don Parisi, chairman of the Fanwood/Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission, reported that both
towns are not interested in taking part
in or financially supporting the study.
Scotch Plains Democratic Mayor
Kevin Glover’s endorsement of Republican Governor Chris Christie took
local officials by surprise.
Fanwood
The planning board approved the
construction of a mixed-use building
on the border of Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, which will add six credits towards the borough’s affordable housing obligations. The building will be on
a half-acre lot at the corner of Terrill
Road and Midway Avenue and be de-

veloped by Community Access Unlimited, which creates housing for persons with disabilities.
The recreation commission heard a
proposal for the borough to partner
with the Hillside Tennis Club to provide an affordable tennis program for
all ages, from children to seniors. Also
discussed were a new skate park, a new
spray park and refurbishing the ice rink
at LaGrande Park.
The council unanimously passed a
capital ordinance funding $1.8 million
in appropriations for various improvements in Fanwood including paving
projects and firefighter equipment.
Garwood
The borough council held a special
meeting to pass a resolution awarding
a special service contract, in the amount
of $12,500, to Hatch Mott MacDonald
of Millburn for additional soil testing
of the new athletic field complex.
Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer recommended against re-evaluating property values, arguing the action carried a
high risk of increased county taxes
without providing much benefit to the
municipality or its taxpayers.
The owners of the virtually abandoned industrial sites on North and
South Avenues were so far not interested in selling their properties for the
price buyers are willing to pay, according to Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.
Cranford
The township committee welcomed
Gary Merwede, Douglas Petschow and
Matt Seitz as new appointees to its fire
department and promoted Lt. Daniel
Thorn to the rank of captain. Mr.
Merwede will represent the third generation of his family to serve the department while Mr. Petschow and Mr. Seitz
both will be second-generation
Cranford firefighters.
Mountainside
The board of education announced
its intention to propose a $19.4-million
bond referendum for major renovations to improve Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools.
County
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders passed a resolution urging
state lawmakers to overturn Governor
Christie’s veto of the Marriage Equality and Religious ExemptionAct, which
would allow gay couples to marry in
New Jersey.
The county’s multi-use office building on North Avenue, which houses the
Union County Clerk’s annex among
other offices, was officially dedicated

in the name of disability advocate Colleen Fraser, an Elizabeth resident killed
in the 9/11 attacks who earlier in her
career headed the Union County Office for the Disabled.
Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan announced his resignation after 19 years as a freeholder in order to
become acting head of the Union
County Improvement Authority. Mr.
Sullivan also is executive director of
the Union County Utilities Authority.
Area
NJ Transit will provide some of its
newly purchased dual-powered locomotives for Raritan Valley Line trains
starting in the spring of 2014, enabling
a one-seat ride to Manhattan. The Phase
I operation is “highly likely” to include
some off-peak, before-peak and afterpeak weekday hours, say NJT authorities.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield
The board of education held a special meeting to ratify a one-year contract with the Westfield Education Association, retroactive from July 1, 2013
to July 1, 2014. Under the terms of the
agreement, the teachers will receive a
2-percent raise.
After being destroyed in a six-alarm
fire in 2012, the reconstructed building
on the corner of South Avenue and
Westfield Avenue was completed. The
completed “Root Building” is two stories, with retail space on the lower level
and five apartments upstairs.
Former town attorney and special
counsel to the town council Robert
Cockren said that after four years of
litigation, the town had been vindicated on the builder’s remedy suit
brought against it by developer
Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC.
Scotch Plains
The BOE heard two hours of complaints from parents on cut bus routes
within the district.
The Scotch Plains Management
Corp. agreed to spend money for new
holiday decorations and new trash cans
and also discussed the idea of having
all property owners, businesses and
residents contribute, via a property tax
levy, to revitalizing the business district.
A consultant told the township council that the local sewer utility should
remain a separate entity rather than
reincorporating its costs into the general municipal budget.
After hearing an informal presentation back in May from a development
company seeking to build an assisted
living facility on a portion of the Parker
Gardens property, the township council discussed the next steps to rezoning
the property.
Jim Killeen traded his desk at the
bank for a boat trip in the Atlantic
Ocean and then found himself hundreds of miles from land and tethered
to the deck for safety as waves battered
his rudderless vessel before being rescued.
The township council approved a
$138,163 bond ordinance to fund the
work of a historical preservation consultant to determine the condition of
the clubhouse at the Scotch Hills Country Club and also to make repairs to the
building’s deteriorating roof.
Fanwood
The borough council received an
update from Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library member Katherine

Balch regarding the library’s progress
on its 2013-2018 Strategic Plan. She
reported that the library continues to
proceed with the second phase of its
Strategic Plan, which entails raising
community awareness. The three main
areas that the library’s strategic plan
seeks to address are space and safe
access, materials and services and technology.
The council extended Fanwood’s
agreement with Union County to
outsource its police dispatching.
Garwood
Borough council members agreed to
prepare resolutions directing the planning board to conduct redevelopment
studies on the virtually abandoned industrial sites on North and South Avenues. The study, proposed by Councilman Bill Nierstedt, will determine
whether Casale Industries and the old
Garwood Paperboard plant meet the
criteria to be declared as areas in need
of redevelopment under the state’s
Local and Redevelopment Housing law.
The declaration is needed before the
borough can rezone the property.
Parents and guardians of Garwood
teenagers who attend Clark’s Arthur L.
Johnson (ALJ) High School voiced
their concerns overcrowding on school
buses. After changing from a three-bus
system to just two, teenagers attending
ALJ have complained to their parents
that the buses are more crowded, though
none are over the maximum capacity
of 54 students.
Cranford
The planning board passed a resolution to recommend the Complete Streets
program be considered by the township committee. The recommendation
followed a presentation by Rebecca
Hoeffer of Cranford and Ranjit Walsia,
a planner from Clark, who said the
program would make Cranford more
convenient for motorists, pedestrians,
bicyclists and public transportation riders.

OCTOBER
Westfield
At a planning board meeting, testimony continued on the Stop & Shop
expansion application, with an objector, traffic engineer Joseph Staiger on
behalf of Massachusetts Street resident
James Hughes, saying that the basement was not used in calculations for
the required number of parking spaces.
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and Councilman David Haas squared
off in a debate late in the month, moderated by Westfield Leader reporter
Lauren Barr, with Mr. Haas, the Democratic candidate, criticizing what he
called the Republican mayor’s lack of
transparency while Mr. Skibitsky touted
his own accomplishments during his
eight years in office.
Mountainside
The borough council heard a proposal from the board of education for a
$19.4-million school-renovation
project to be funded by a public bond
and with state aid. The renovations
would modernize Beechwood and
Deerfield Schools and update the physical plant, fire, control, maintenance
and waste management, technology
and security systems.
The historic Levi Cory House in
Mountainside was set to be moved
from its original location at the corner
of Mountain Avenue and New Providence Road to a site near the Mountainside Public Library, but last-minute

structural problems delayed the move,
which was being spearheaded by the
Mountainside Restoration Committee.
Garwood
Council members asked Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud to investigate
the plausibility of an ordinance requiring property owners to remove a
building’s foundation within a set time
period after the structure has been declared uninhabitable and razed. The
matter stemmed from properties on
Second Avenue and Center Street being destroyed by fire in the past year.
Both have been leveled to the foundations but have remained dormant since
their destruction.
The athletic field complex will be
ready for use by the last week of April,
nearly a year after it originally was
scheduled to be open, the borough
council was told. Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, the board’s liaison to the
project, made the announcement, saying he had been presented with a calendar of stage-completion dates by builder
Flanagan’s Contracting Group.
Loss of order interrupted the
Garwood candidates’ debate. Three
candidates —incumbent Republican
Jim Mathieu, Republican Mike Martin
and independent Democrat Bruce Paterson — had gathered to debate at The
Pointe apartment complex’s clubhouse.
The candidates were competing for
two open seats on the borough council.
Scotch Plains
Representatives from the company
seeking to transition the Parker Gardens property on Terrill Road into a
retirement community spoke, at the
township council’s behest, about their
plans. Shelter Development LLC
sought to have the council enact an
ordinance altering Parker Gardens’ R1 zoning designation to allow the construction of up to 240 apartment units
for persons primarily in their 80s and
90s, according to Shelter’s vice-president, David Holland. The entire property is set to be converted into a threestory apartment complex, which he
described as a “quiet-use” facility, with
construction planned in two phases.
Later in the month, the two candidates for township council disagreed
on the proper way to undertake a police
merger, the efficacy of the sewer utility,
whether it was the right decision of the
council to replace professional-service
providers and whether the township
library is being adequately funded.
Democratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman and Republican Llewellyn
Jones answered questions during a 40minute forum held at the offices of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Mayor Kevin Glover admitted that
the issue of moving the sewer utility
back into the municipal budget was, for
now, not a top priority. In September,
consultant David Kaplan had told the
council that the local sewer utility should
remain a separate entity rather than
reincorporating its costs into the general municipal budget. Mr. Kaplan said
in early September that putting the
utility back into the municipal budget
would resurrect the problem with exceeding the expenditure cap and lead to
an increase in municipal property taxes
or cuts in expenditures elsewhere in the
budget.
Fanwood
Residents and some elected officials
raised concerns and expressed skepticism about a proposal to merge the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood police de-

partments. The two towns have been
discussing such a move for the past few
years as part of a joint effort to save
money and control local property taxes
while improving the efficiency of their
police departments. The governing
councils from both towns, joined by
administrative and legal personnel, met
jointly at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, with about 125 residents in
attendance. Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr called the proposal — which was
detailed in an hour-long slide presentation — “a realistic plan” to combine the
two police departments while “improving public safety” and “putting more
boots on the ground” in both communities.
Town Engineer Dominic Carrino
passed away after a brief battle with
cancer. Mr. Carrino, who served Fanwood for six years, was vice-president
and manager of public works at T&M
Associates.
Cranford
The director of the Office of Business and Economic Development for
the township, Kathleen Miller Prunty,
led a discussion with the planning board
that focused on the future of the downtown. She said the downtown should
ideally attract empty-nesters and 20- to
30-year-olds in order to thrive. To attract this population, she said the downtown should become a place to socialize, and should have public spaces that
are welcoming and have cultural activities.
The township committee approved
an ordinance setting increases in fines
each time a retail food establishment
fails a health inspection. The new law
was necessitated, according to Commissioner Kevin Campbell, by several
recent instances in which local restaurants failed their annual inspections
multiple times.
Westfield Regional Health taxes,
balancing the budget, the township
committee form of government and the
importance of hiring a township administrator were the questions at hand
at the township committee candidates
forum, sponsored by the Union Area
League of Women Voters and Cranford
Jaycees. Democrats Kelly Howard and
incumbent Kevin Campbell and Republicans Mary O’Connor and Robert
D’Ambola faced off for the two open
seats on the township committee.
County
Sergio Granados was sworn in as the
newest Union County freeholder, replacing Dan Sullivan, who resigned to
take over the Union County Improvement Authority in addition to his duties
of running the county’s utilities authority. Mr. Granados, a resident of Elizabeth, works as a supervisor in the City
of Elizabeth’s health division.
Representatives of the Health Professionals and Allied Employees
(HPAE) Local 5112, representing 60
registered nurses at Runnells Specialized Hospital, asked the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to provide assurances that employee contracts would be protected under any
future operators of the Berkeley Heights
facility.
Regional
During a meeting of the board of
commissioners of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority, members announced that the authority would end
the year with a budget surplus of between $150,000 and $200,000. This
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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13-10-31: CLOWNING AROUND...The Westfield Halloween Parade, hosted by
the Optimist Club of Westfield, drew a host of interesting characters to the
downtown.

13-11-07: GOP SWEEP...The Westfield Republican Party celebrated at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield on Election Night after winning both the
mayoral and town council races. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilman Jim
Foerst, Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Councilman Mark LoGrippo, Councilman-elect David Oliveira, Councilman Sam Della Fera, Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, Councilman Frank Arena, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and Councilman
Keith Loughlin.
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Cassandra Segulin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

13-06-06: PROM...Students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School gathered at
the Lapham residence on a Friday night for a pre-Prom party before heading off
to their Prom.

13-07-04: MECHANICAL BULL RIDE…Attendees were treated to loads of fun,
including a mechanical bull ride, at Fanwood’s Party In The Park held at
LaGrande Park on June 25.

13-09-05: GOODBYE, SUMMER...Summer came to a close as carnival rides and
the ferris wheel lighted the sky at the annual St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian
Festival held Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains.

2013 Year In Review: June Through November
JUNE
Scotch Plains
The graduating class of 371 students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School gathered at Tyson Field
to receive their high-school diplomas
and praises from administrators,
teachers, friends and proud families.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education members heard a brief
overview of the five-year long-range
facilities plan from Tom Potter of
Potter Architects, LLC. As part of his
report, his team surveys all of the
district’s buildings and keeps records
of the size of all of the schools and
what each site contains. The report
contains all maintenance projects that
have been completed over the last
five years, and looks ahead at the next
five years with projected budgets as
to what else might need to be done.
According to the data, there were
2,192 students in the district from
kindergarten through fourth grade.
This was expected to decrease by 270
students over the next five years.
Fanwood
The borough council held a special
meeting to amend and approve the
2013 municipal budget, which included appropriations of $9.2 million, 2.7 percent above 2012.
Westfield
The town council approved its $2.3million capital budget that will fund
repairs to town hall’s HVAC system
along with work to the Department of
Public Works building and the two
firehouses plus road resurfacing for
several streets in town.
Recreation Department Program
Coordinator Traci Kastner told the
recreation commissioners that in spite
of the pouring rain on May 19, 330
people showed up for the 5K Race
and One-Mile Fun Run at Tamaques
Park.
Faculty, staff, friends and family
greeted the 451 members of Westfield
High School’s Class of 2013 at graduation. The event was held indoors

due to severe thunderstorm warnings
throughout the day, but allowed for
those without tickets to be a part of
the commencement via a live video
stream.
After three hours of public comment, both pro and con, the board of
education voted 7 to 2 to approve a
one-year contract to hire a student
resource officer (SRO) for Westfield
High School. The position was filled
by an armed Westfield police officer,
Jeff Johnson, appointed by Police
Chief David Wayman.
Cranford
The township committee approved
an amendment to the 2013 municipal
budget that pared expenditures
enough to reduce the municipal property-tax increase from 2.8 percent to
2 percent.
An independent report commissioned by the Township Committee
found that there was no conflict of
interest in Phil Morin’s representation of Cranford on the Lehigh Acquisition site plan hearings relating
to 555 South Avenue or the
Birchwood Avenue/Cranford Development Associates affordable-housing litigation.
Union County was set to begin
significant roadway rehabilitation
along an 1,100-foot section of Centennial Avenue, which would be widened in an effort to reduce traffic
congestion. The portion of the roadway to be widened by up to 10 feet is
between Wall Street and the Lehigh
Valley railroad overpass.
Garwood
Borough council members decided
not to pursue litigation against a proposed townhouse development in
Westfield along the borough’s western border, determining the result –
even if successful – did not warrant
the cost. Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud said a lawsuit challenging a
zoning variance that allowed a more
densely populated project on
Grandview Avenue between Myrtle

and Spruce Avenues in Westfield
would likely not be winnable in court.
Mountainside
The borough council discussed
possible major upgrade work to its
gas line infrastructure as proposed by
Elizabethtown Gas. The plan entails
replacing existing pipelines in the
borough, either by sealing off sections of gas lines and building new
ones in a new location or by removing and replacing existing gas lines in
the same location.
The planning board reviewed the
Mountainside
Restoration
Committee’s plan to relocate the historic Levi Cory House from the corner of New Providence Road and
Mountain Avenue to Constitution
Plaza. The house, which will sit between the Mountainside Fire Department and Mountainside Public Library, will neighbor the Deacon Andrew Hetfield House, another property that belongs to the committee.
County
Elected officials, business community representatives and commuters
attended the Raritan Valley Line Coalition meeting and pushed for an organized plan of action to get NJ Transit officials to put dual-powered locomotives on Raritan Valley Line
trains to give commuters a one-seat
ride into Manhattan instead of having to stop and transfer at Newark’s
Penn Station.
The Union County Freeholders
went on record opposing an October
special election for the United States
Senate seat of Frank Lautenberg, who
died earlier in June. County election
officials estimated the special August
Primary and October election would
cost Union County $1.7 million and
instead favored the Senate election
being held on election day in November.

JULY
Scotch Plains
The township council appointed
Jerry Giaimis, who had served as
business administrator in Vernon
Township since 2010, as the next
township manager. He succeeded
Henry Underhill, who resigned in

March. In the ensuing months, Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta had
served as acting township manager.
The township council approved an
ordinance banning smoking at municipal parks and all fields, except for
Scotch Hills Country Club.
The planning board approved the
final layout for lighting for the Stage
House Tavern’s new parking lot. After residents argued that the lighting
in the new expanded parking lot
would spread light into the surrounding yards, homes and businesses, coowner Tom Britt agreed to review
and improve the plans prior to construction.
Scotch Plains businesses and the
township council need to work together if they are to attract grants to
improve the township, the Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
was told at its meeting. Grant-writing
expert Adam Zellner said there were
grants available, but that many other
towns were competing for them.
SPMC Chairman Dominick Verdic
agreed, saying the SPMC, which
manages the downtown special improvement district (SID), was not in
a financial position to match grants
with its own money, as its approved
budget for 2013 was only $58,714, as
the SPMC did not collect a $400
annual assessment from SID property owners this year.
Fanwood
Members of the planning board
unanimously approved an application to allow Cingular Wireless to
continue to occupy the cell tower
located at 1 South Avenue and to
expand. According to Judith
Fairweather, an attorney who represented Cingular, the project consists
of upgrading the substation and
changing the tower. In her testimony,
she noted that the existing tower
stands at 120 feet and the new tower
upgrade would measure at 138 feet.
Council members unanimously
passed an ordinance to reduce the
speed limit on Terrill Road on the
Fanwood side by five miles per hour,
from 40 to 35 mph.
Westfield
Cross-examination of Stop &

Shop’s professional planner continued and the objectors put on their first
witness at the planning board’s hearing on Stop & Shop’s application for
expansion of its Elm Street location.
The company plans to demolish two
office buildings at 203 and 195 Elm
Street to enlarge the parking area and
increase the store’s square footage
from 35,426 sq. ft. to 53,555 square
feet.
Cranford
Union County College officials said
construction of a new $14-million
student services building on the
Cranford campus would begin in May
of 2014 and take 12 to 18 months to
complete.
The township committee decided
not to go forward with the formation
of a charter study commission to examine new forms of government.
Dreyer Farms was approved by a
unanimous vote by the township’s
zoning board of adjustment to tear
down the existing farm stand and
single-family residence on its property and to build a single two-story
structure to house its retail operations.
A proposed development on Centennial Avenue was approved by the
planning board by a 7 to 1 vote on
July 17. The multi-use subdivision
will consist of a commercial space on
the first floor and five one-bedroom
apartments on the second floor, all
yet to be rented. A two-family home
existed on the lot.
Garwood
The borough council announced it
would investigate privatizing garbage
pickup and conducting a boroughwide property reassessment, sparking an array of responses.
Council members introduced a
$170,000 bond ordinance to purchase
a new dump truck, plow and spreader
to replace a 28-year-old vehicle.
Mountainside
After Councilman Jeffrey Wass

resigned his seat, Rene Dierkes, a
resident of Mountainside since 1999,
was sworn in as the newest borough
council member.
Don Don Realty, the developer of
the corner property occupied by the
Levi Cory historic house at the intersection of Mountain Avenue and New
Providence Road, was denied preliminary and final site-plan approval
from the borough planning board.
The developer wished to erect a 6,000square-foot commercial building on
the corner of the busy intersection,
whose two roads are controlled by
the county and serve as major conduits to and from Route 22.
County
The Union County Freeholders
approved a memorandum of understanding between the county and the
Union County Improvement Authority to review options for the future
operation of Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights. A report from Complete Healthcare Resources (CHR), a consulting firm
hired by the county, estimated that
leasing Runnells to a nursing home
operator would result in annual payments to the county of between $1.4
and $2.1 million. The report estimated that the sale of Runnells could
bring between $22.4 and $25.8 million. CHR said Runnells lost $17
million as of the end of 2011. Media
reports say Runnells is $20 million in
the red.
Region
PSE&G announced it was undertaking a $3.9-billion, 10-year project
to enhance its facilities throughout
New Jersey to deal with extreme
weather conditions in future years.
PSE&G said it does not foresee a rate
increase for its customers.

AUGUST
Scotch Plains
The township council navigated its
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

13-10-03: ICE CREAM FACIAL...Two girls enjoy the fun at the Ice Cream Eating
Contest at the Fanny Wood Day street fair in downtown Fanwood.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union

13-07-18: GUN CONTROL...Pictured from left, Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Linda Carter, Union County
Acting Prosecutor Grace H. Park and Union County Public Safety Director
Andrew Moran listen as Union County Police Captain Martin Mogensen speaks
about one of the nearly 1,600 guns collected during a two-day, state-sponsored
gun buyback program in Union and Hudson Counties. More than 1,000 of the
guns were turned in at three churches in Union County. The weapons were on
display at a joint press conference on July 16 in Jersey City.

PAGE INDEX
Photo courtesy of Patty Buckridee

13-07-18: CRASH LANDING...Fanwood Police Officer Tony Espinosa keeps onlookers away from a crash at a home on Paterson Road near Russell Road on a Friday
morning in July. The speeding vehicle became airborne before crashing into the home.
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way through a meeting that was, by
turns, contentious, acrimonious, chaotic and loud and ultimately approved
two grant applications aimed at making improvements to the Scotch Hills
Country Club building and taking steps
to have the facility eventually designated as a historic site.
Don Parisi, chairman of the Fanwood/Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission, reported that both
towns are not interested in taking part
in or financially supporting the study.
Scotch Plains Democratic Mayor
Kevin Glover’s endorsement of Republican Governor Chris Christie took
local officials by surprise.
Fanwood
The planning board approved the
construction of a mixed-use building
on the border of Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, which will add six credits towards the borough’s affordable housing obligations. The building will be
on a half-acre lot at the corner of
Terrill Road and Midway Avenue and
be developed by Community Access
Unlimited, which creates housing for
persons with disabilities.
The recreation commission heard a
proposal for the borough to partner
with the Hillside Tennis Club to provide an affordable tennis program for
all ages, from children to seniors. Also
discussed were a new skate park, a
new spray park and refurbishing the
ice rink at LaGrande Park.
The council unanimously passed a
capital ordinance funding $1.8 million in appropriations for various improvements in Fanwood including
paving projects and firefighter equipment.
Westfield
Six Westfield police officers were
promoted, including Lauren Maloney,
Westfield’s first female ranking officer.
Bids were accepted for the dredging and repair of Mindowaskin Pond,
part of the ongoing Mindowaskin 2018
project, which aims to restore and
improve the entire park in time for a
centennial celebration in five years.
The BOE approved a new policy
regarding the use of electronic devices. Elementary students must keep
devices turned off and kept in their
lockers or backpacks. Middle-school
students may keep their devices only
to be used for educational purposes.
The same policy applies to high-school
students, except in the cafeteria, the
student center or the courtyard. Rec-

reational purposes are allowed except
for phone calls. The devices may not
be used in hallways, bathrooms or
locker rooms.
Garwood
The borough council held a special
meeting to pass a resolution awarding
a special service contract, in the amount
of $12,500, to Hatch Mott MacDonald
of Millburn for additional soil testing
of the new athletic field complex.
Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer recommended against re-evaluating property values, arguing the action carried
a high risk of increased county taxes
without providing much benefit to the
municipality or its taxpayers.
The owners of the virtually abandoned industrial sites on North and
South Avenues were so far not interested in selling their properties for the
price buyers are willing to pay, according to Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.
Cranford
The township committee welcomed
Gary Merwede, Douglas Petschow
and Matt Seitz as new appointees to its
fire department and promoted Lt.
Daniel Thorn to the rank of captain.
Mr. Merwede will represent the third
generation of his family to serve the
department while Mr. Petschow and
Mr. Seitz both will be second-generation Cranford firefighters.
Mountainside
The board of education announced
its intention to propose a $19.4-million bond referendum for major renovations to improve Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools.
County
The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders passed a resolution
urging state lawmakers to overturn
Governor Christie’s veto of the Marriage Equality and Religious Exemption Act, which would allow gay
couples to marry in New Jersey.
The county’s multi-use office building on North Avenue, which houses
the Union County Clerk’s annex
among other offices, was officially
dedicated in the name of disability
advocate Colleen Fraser, an Elizabeth resident killed in the 9/11 attacks who earlier in her career headed
the Union County Office for the Disabled.
Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan announced his resignation
after 19 years as a freeholder in order
to become acting head of the Union
County Improvement Authority. Mr.

Sullivan also is executive director of
the Union County Utilities Authority.
Area
NJ Transit will provide some of its
newly purchased dual-powered locomotives for Raritan Valley Line trains
starting in the spring of 2014, enabling a one-seat ride to Manhattan.
The Phase I operation is “highly likely”
to include some off-peak, before-peak
and after-peak weekday hours, say
NJT authorities.

SEPTEMBER
Scotch Plains
The BOE heard two hours of complaints from parents on cut bus routes
within the district.
The Scotch Plains Management
Corp. agreed to spend money for new
holiday decorations and new trash cans
and also discussed the idea of having
all property owners, businesses and
residents contribute, via a property tax
levy, to revitalizing the business district.
A consultant told the township council that the local sewer utility should
remain a separate entity rather than
reincorporating its costs into the general municipal budget.
After hearing an informal presentation back in May from a development
company seeking to build an assisted
living facility on a portion of the Parker
Gardens property, the township council discussed the next steps to rezoning the property.
Jim Killeen traded his desk at the
bank for a boat trip in the Atlantic
Ocean and then found himself hundreds of miles from land and tethered
to the deck for safety as waves battered his rudderless vessel before being rescued.
The township council approved a
$138,163 bond ordinance to fund the
work of a historical preservation consultant to determine the condition of
the clubhouse at the Scotch Hills Country Club and also to make repairs to
the building’s deteriorating roof.
Fanwood
The borough council received an
update from Friends of the Fanwood
Memorial Library member Katherine
Balch regarding the library’s progress
on its 2013-2018 Strategic Plan. She
reported that the library continues to
proceed with the second phase of its
Strategic Plan, which entails raising
community awareness. The three main
areas that the library’s strategic plan
seeks to address are space and safe
access, materials and services and technology.
The council extended Fanwood’s
agreement with Union County to
outsource its police dispatching.
Westfield
The board of education held a special meeting to ratify a one-year contract with the Westfield Education
Association, retroactive from July 1,
2013 to July 1, 2014. Under the terms
of the agreement, the teachers will
receive a 2-percent raise.
After being destroyed in a six-alarm
fire in 2012, the reconstructed building on the corner of South Avenue and
Westfield Avenue was completed. The
completed “Root Building” is two stories, with retail space on the lower
level and five apartments upstairs.
Former town attorney and special
counsel to the town council Robert
Cockren said that after four years of
litigation, the town had been vindi-

cated on the builder’s remedy suit
brought against it by developer
Sunnyside Senior Housing, LLC.
Garwood
Borough council members agreed
to prepare resolutions directing the
planning board to conduct redevelopment studies on the virtually abandoned industrial sites on North and
South Avenues. The study, proposed
by Councilman Bill Nierstedt, will
determine whether Casale Industries
and the old Garwood Paperboard plant
meet the criteria to be declared as
areas in need of redevelopment under
the state’s Local and Redevelopment
Housing law. The declaration is needed
before the borough can rezone the
property.
Parents and guardians of Garwood
teenagers who attend Clark’s Arthur
L. Johnson (ALJ) High School voiced
their concerns overcrowding on school
buses. After changing from a threebus system to just two, teenagers attending ALJ have complained to their
parents that the buses are more
crowded, though none are over the
maximum capacity of 54 students.
Cranford
The planning board passed a resolution to recommend the Complete
Streets program be considered by the
township committee. The recommendation followed a presentation by
Rebecca Hoeffer of Cranford and
Ranjit Walsia, a planner from Clark,
who said the program would make
Cranford more convenient for motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists and public
transportation riders.

OCTOBER
Scotch Plains
Representatives from the company
seeking to transition the Parker Gardens property on Terrill Road into a
retirement community spoke, at the
township council’s behest, about their
plans. Shelter Development LLC
sought to have the council enact an
ordinance altering Parker Gardens’ R1 zoning designation to allow the construction of up to 240 apartment units
for persons primarily in their 80s and
90s, according to Shelter’s vice-president, David Holland. The entire property is set to be converted into a threestory apartment complex, which he
described as a “quiet-use” facility, with
construction planned in two phases.
Later in the month, the two candidates for township council disagreed
on the proper way to undertake a police
merger, the efficacy of the sewer utility,
whether it was the right decision of the
council to replace professional-service
providers and whether the township
library is being adequately funded.
Democratic Councilman Louis
Beckerman and Republican Llewellyn
Jones answered questions during a 40minute forum held at the offices of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Mayor Kevin Glover admitted that
the issue of moving the sewer utility
back into the municipal budget was,
for now, not a top priority. In September, consultant David Kaplan had told
the council that the local sewer utility
should remain a separate entity rather
than reincorporating its costs into the
general municipal budget. Mr. Kaplan
said in early September that putting
the utility back into the municipal
budget would resurrect the problem
with exceeding the expenditure cap

and lead to an increase in municipal
property taxes or cuts in expenditures
elsewhere in the budget.
Fanwood
Residents and some elected officials raised concerns and expressed
skepticism about a proposal to merge
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood police
departments. The two towns have been
discussing such a move for the past
few years as part of a joint effort to
save money and control local property
taxes while improving the efficiency
of their police departments. The governing councils from both towns,
joined by administrative and legal
personnel, met jointly at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, with about
125 residents in attendance. Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr called the proposal — which was detailed in an
hour-long slide presentation — “a realistic plan” to combine the two police
departments while “improving public
safety” and “putting more boots on
the ground” in both communities.
Town Engineer Dominic Carrino
passed away after a brief battle with
cancer. Mr. Carrino, who served Fanwood for six years, was vice-president and manager of public works at
T&M Associates.
Westfield
At a planning board meeting, testimony continued on the Stop & Shop
expansion application, with an objector, traffic engineer Joseph Staiger on
behalf of Massachusetts Street resident James Hughes, saying that the
basement was not used in calculations
for the required number of parking
spaces.
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
and Councilman David Haas squared
off in a debate late in the month,
moderated by Westfield Leader reporter Lauren Barr, with Mr. Haas, the
Democratic candidate, criticizing what
he called the Republican mayor’s lack
of transparency while Mr. Skibitsky
touted his own accomplishments during his eight years in office.
Mountainside
The borough council heard a proposal from the board of education for
a $19.4-million school-renovation
project to be funded by a public bond
and with state aid. The renovations
would modernize Beechwood and
Deerfield Schools and update the
physical plant, fire, control, maintenance and waste management, technology and security systems.
The historic Levi Cory House in
Mountainside was set to be moved
from its original location at the corner
of Mountain Avenue and New Providence Road to a site near the Mountainside Public Library, but last-minute
structural problems delayed the move,
which was being spearheaded by the
Mountainside Restoration Committee.
Garwood
Council members asked Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud to investigate
the plausibility of an ordinance requiring property owners to remove a
building’s foundation within a set time
period after the structure has been
declared uninhabitable and razed. The
matter stemmed from properties on
Second Avenue and Center Street being destroyed by fire in the past year.
Both have been leveled to the foundations but have remained dormant since

their destruction.
The athletic field complex will be
ready for use by the last week of April,
nearly a year after it originally was
scheduled to be open, the borough
council was told. Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, the board’s liaison to the
project, made the announcement, saying he had been presented with a calendar of stage-completion dates by
builder Flanagan’s Contracting Group.
Loss of order interrupted the
Garwood candidates’ debate. Three
candidates —incumbent Republican
Jim Mathieu, Republican Mike Martin and independent Democrat Bruce
Paterson — had gathered to debate at
The Pointe apartment complex’s clubhouse. The candidates were competing for two open seats on the borough
council.
Cranford
The director of the Office of Business and Economic Development for
the township, Kathleen Miller Prunty,
led a discussion with the planning
board that focused on the future of the
downtown. She said the downtown
should ideally attract empty-nesters
and 20- to 30-year-olds in order to
thrive. To attract this population, she
said the downtown should become a
place to socialize, and should have
public spaces that are welcoming and
have cultural activities.
The township committee approved
an ordinance setting increases in fines
each time a retail food establishment
fails a health inspection. The new law
was necessitated, according to Commissioner Kevin Campbell, by several
recent instances in which local restaurants failed their annual inspections
multiple times.
Westfield Regional Health taxes,
balancing the budget, the township
committee form of government and
the importance of hiring a township
administrator were the questions at
hand at the township committee candidates forum, sponsored by the Union
Area League of Women Voters and
Cranford Jaycees. Democrats Kelly
Howard and incumbent Kevin
Campbell and Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola
faced off for the two open seats on the
township committee.
County
Sergio Granados was sworn in as
the newest Union County freeholder,
replacing Dan Sullivan, who resigned
to take over the Union County Improvement Authority in addition to his
duties of running the county’s utilities
authority. Mr. Granados, a resident of
Elizabeth, works as a supervisor in the
City of Elizabeth’s health division.
Representatives of the Health Professionals and Allied Employees
(HPAE) Local 5112, representing 60
registered nurses at Runnells Specialized Hospital, asked the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders to provide assurances that employee contracts would be protected under any
future operators of the Berkeley
Heights facility.
Regional
During a meeting of the board of
commissioners of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority, members announced that the authority would end
the year with a budget surplus of between $150,000 and $200,000. This
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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13-10-24: FAMILY RUN…Approximately 100 cross the starting line at the
annual Fanwood 5K and Family Fun Run held October 20. The Fanwood Police
Department and Rescue Squad were on hand to escort the runners through the
course.

13-11-07: CHIP, CHIP, HOORAY...Fanwood Democrats celebrate their
victory at The Chippery in Fanwood on Election Night. Pictured, Mayor
Colleen Mahr, center, and Tom Plante, right, react to the win along with other
residents.
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Residents Oppose Morin
As Cranford Town Attorney

Mitchell, Kranz Sworn In
Along With Appointees
By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood’s Borough Hall was packed as people gathered for the January 1 reorganization
meeting, at which council members
Kathy Mitchell and Tom Kranz were
sworn into office.
Pat Plante, chairwoman of the Fanwood Democratic Committee, congratulated Councilwoman Mitchell on
being the “longest-serving council person” in Fanwood, as well as on her
long career in nursing and her history
of volunteering. She also praised new
Councilman Kranz for his service to
Fanwood, particularly for his volunteer work for the rescue squad.
Following Ms. Plante, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch
Plains) also praised the incoming
council members. She noted that it
was “30 years ago today” that former
mayor Patricia Kuran, the first woman
and Democrat to serve in Fanwood,
was sworn in. Asw. Stender declared
that the appointment of council members Mitchell and Kranz continued
the good changes that Ms. Kuran’s
tenure had ushered in.
Asw. Stender also thanked outgoing councilman and former police chief
Tony Parenti for his many years of
commitment to Fanwood.
Freeholder Al Mirabella, a Fanwood
resident, also honored Mr. Parenti. He
then congratulated Councilwoman
Mitchell, saying, “As someone who’s
been elected to office six times, too, I
know that’s not always easy!” Freeholder Mirabella also congratulated
Councilman Kranz and thanked him
for teaching the Mirabella family CPR.
Next, the freeholder thanked the
various public representatives in the
room, especially those from the Fanwood Memorial Library, for their pres-

ence and their work in the borough.
He closed his remarks by noting
Fanwood’s initiative to partner with
the county on dispatching. Ten to 15
municipalities now do the same, “but
Fanwood led the trail on that,” he said.
Mayor Colleen Mahr swore in Susan MacMullen as municipal court
judge. She lauded Judge MacMullen
for her competence in administering
the court, saying, “There’s something very satisfying, as a mayor,
when you know you don’t have to
worry about the court system.” The
mayor also swore in Erik Frins as
public defender, Jennifer CoppockHuegel as a library board member,
and Amy Boroff as a recreation commission member. She additionally
swore in rescue squad and fire department personnel, noting that the
rescue squad will have a new president, Steve Siegal, and a new captain, Patty Buckridee, now that Councilman Kranz will be focusing on
council work.
The meeting closed with comments
from council members and remarks
from Mayor Mahr. Mayor Mahr highlighted the borough’s technological
advances and progress on roadwork
and revitalization projects. She also
mentioned the challenges ahead.
“2014 — For me it’s about
sustainability. We want to sustain our
resources, our businesses, our infrastructure, and the quality of life for our
community. To do that we need to keep
reinventing ourselves,” she said. She
mentioned her desire to “complete the
lengthy discussion on merging the police department [with Scotch Plains’]”
in 2014 and the need to keep focusing
on the needs of the Fanwood library.
The meeting adjourned and all participants were invited to regroup for a
celebratory reception at The Chelsea.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WELCOME ABOARD...Tom Kranz and Kathy Mitchell, second from left, were
sworn in to their positions on the Fanwood council on New Year's Day. Pat Plante
receives flowers for being Fanwood’s Democratic Party chairperson.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW LEADER…Andis Kalnins, who was appointed Cranford Township mayor,
was sworn into office by Senator Tom Kean, Jr., while his wife, Joanne; sons,
Michael and Patrick, and daughter, Caitlin, look on.

Kalnins Appointed Mayor at
Cranford Township Reorg.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Commissioner
Andis Kalnins was appointed township mayor, and Commissioner Lisa
Adubato was appointed deputy
mayor ,Wednesday during the township committee’s reorganization
meeting. In addition, newly elected
Commissioners Robert D’Ambola
and Mary O’Connor took their oath
of office, replacing commissioners
Ed O’Malley and Kevin Campbell.
With their November victory, Republicans now hold a 4-1 majority
on the governing body this year.
“We have made a lot of progress
over the last two years. We have
many challenges ahead of us and
we need to continue to balance the
services we need and want with the
cost to provide them,” Mayor
Kalnins said. “We need to insure
that our community is safe through
healthy police and fire departments,” Mayor Kalnins said in his
remarks. “We need to improve our
roads, our downtown and Centennial Village, and public buildings,
while at the same time, not creating
unbearable debt. We will get to
where we want to be through planning and implementing plans in a
responsible manner. We will implement and codify a master plan,
which was approved in 2009; we
will put together a five-year road
maintenance program, as well as a
longer term debt management sys-

tem.” He also spoke about continuing to appeal the Birchwood development and working to gain federal
funding for flood control.
Ms. Adubato was appointed commissioner of finance, Ms. O’Connor
was appointed commissioner of
public safety, Mr. D’Ambola was
named commissioner of public
works/engineering, and Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., who was mayor last
year and is now the lone Democrat
on the committee, was appointed commissioner of public affairs.
Mr. Kalnins also was appointed as a
member to the planning board.
Diane Dabulas was appointed township attorney for one year at a yearly fee
of $60,000. She is a partner at Rogut
McCarthy.At Monday’s township committee workshop meeting, residents
voiced their opinion against appointing attorney Phil Morin to the position.
Lavona Patterson was appointed
chief financial officer for a four-year
term.
The township committee approved a resolution offering employees the option to forego health
insurance for a cash incentive. The
employee would receive 25 percent
or $5,000, whichever is less, of the
amount saved by the township because of the employee’s waiver of
health insurance.
The committee also authorized a
temporary 2014 township budget
of $7.95 million, and a temporary
Swim Utility Fund of $456,000.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

ML# 222999
Your Hometown

CRANFORD — In advance of
the township committee’s vote at
yesterday’s reorganization meeting,
residents spoke at a special committee meeting Monday night
against the appointment of Phil
Morin as township attorney, a position he held in 2012. Daniel
McCarthy is the current township
attorney.
Mr. Morin is a partner at Florio
Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader LLC,
and also serves as Union County
Republican chairman, and is a
former Cranford mayor. Republicans took over as the majority party
on the five-member committee on
January 1st.
“There is speculation Phil Morin
will be appointed township attorney. I would like to voice my opposition to this move. I think he is too
closely tied to the developers. I remind you that he was the attorney
for Woodmont when they went to
develop the Birchwood Avenue
property a few years back and was
also involved with them with 555
South Avenue,” resident John
Hrebin said.
Request for proposals (RFPs) for
a new township attorney were published at the end of November and
there were three law firms that supplied credentials for the position,
Mayor Thomas Hannen Jr. said.
“Those three are in consideration,”
he said.
Resident Liz Sweeney also opposed Mr. Morin’s appointment and
asked the committee to “get an opinion from the local finance board”
before making the appointment.
“He forced Cranford Crossing on
us,” resident Frank Krause said in
his statement opposing Mr. Morin’s
potential appointment as township
attorney. “He forced a $7.5-million
debt in a parking garage nobody
wanted.”
“I urge you not to hire Mr. Morin
as our township attorney,” Planning
board member Rita LaBruto said.
She said Mr. Morin has pleaded
guilty to four of five counts in an
ethics violation in Bergen County.
“The town has spent over $2 million on this lawsuit… If you hire
Mr. Morin you are hiring the firm
that financed the lawsuit against us
at 555 (South Avenue),” planning
board member Rita LaBruto said.
In other business, Kenneth
DeRoberts, acting chief financial
officer, went over a series of capital
improvement authorizations that
have balances that the township
committee voted to cancel and be

returned to a general fund. The ordinances go back to 2000. Many
were attached to matching grants
that have since expired and are no
longer available, Mr. DeRoberts
said.
Mayor Hannen had expressed his
reservations with canceling the authorizations. “My concern is once
it is gone it isn’t coming back,” he
said. He asked if the township committee in 2014 would look at this
and re-appropriate the funds.
Downes Tree Service Co. was
awarded the contract to de-snag the
Rahway River in Cranford at the
bid of $200,600. T.R. Weniger was
awarded the contract to de-silt the
river at the bid of $146,980.
The committee also approved
$9,000 for engineering services fee
in connection with the inspection/
repair of the Kanuska Passage Pedestrian Tunnel.
The township committee went
into a closed session to discuss a
legal matter with Cranford Development Associates, contractual
matters in connection with 2014
professional services, and a collective bargaining matter and personnel matters involving the fire department and 2014 appointments to
committees, boards and commissions.
Barbara Krause, a member of the
tree preservation commission, said
the township has a variety of trees
available to plant on residents’ front
yard properties and interested residents can contact the public works
department.
Ms. Krause also inquired about
the upgrade of the PSE&G substation on North Avenue and construction to happen at Union County
College.
Ms. Krause also inquired about
the repair of the broken marble base
of the flagpole at the Post Office
plaza.

Man Injured Near
Fanwood Train Station
FANWOOD — An unidentified
man sustained serious injuries
Wednesday night near the Fanwood
Train Station, according to media
reports. The incident is under investigation by NJ Transit.
According to reports, police responded to a call at 9:30 p.m. New
Year’s Day of a body near the Fanwood station. Medical personnel were
able to stabilize the man and move
him to Forest Road Park where he
was than airlifted to University Hospital in Newark, according to
mycenttraljersey.com.
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Nwk. Pair Charged With
Springfield Bank Robbery
SPRINGFIELD – A Newark man
and woman arrested late last week
and charged in connection with a
bank robbery in Parsippany-Troy
Hills have been additionally charged
with being responsible for a recent
bank robbery in Springfield, acting
Union County Prosecutor Grace H.
Park announced Monday.
Quiama S. Harris, 29, and Avery
Spotswood, 33, are being held at the
Morris County correctional facility
following a joint investigation by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
Morris County Prosecutor’s Office,
Parsippany-Troy Hills Police Department, Springfield Police Department,
and the Newark office of the FBI.
Spotswood is charged with two counts
of first-degree robbery, two counts of
second-degree conspiracy, and a
third-degree charge of making terroristic threats; Harris is charged with
two counts of second-degree conspiracy.
At approximately 1:36 p.m. on
December 23, a man later identified
as Spotswood entered the Santander
Bank at 239 Littleton Road in
Parsippany-Troy Hills and handed a
teller a note demanding money and

Peyton's

Peek at the Week

indicating that he was in possession
of an explosive device, according to
authorities. The teller complied with
the demand, and Spotswood fled the
area on foot with an undisclosed quantity of cash.
Parsippany-Troy Hills Detective
Joseph Puso subsequently issued a
notification to all law enforcement
agencies in New Jersey describing
the robbery, including the contents of
the note and still images of the male
suspect. In response, investigators
learned of a similar incident that had
occurred on December 18 at the Investors Bank in Springfield.
The subsequent investigation determined that Spotswood and Harris
allegedly worked collaboratively to
plan and carry out both robberies.
They were arrested without incident,
with bail for Spotswood and Harris
set at $200,000 and $100,000, respectively.
Anyone with information relating
to either bank robbery is being urged
to contact the Parsippany-Troy Hills
Police Department at (973) 263-4300
or the Morris County Prosecutor’s
Office Major Crimes Unit at (973)
285-6200.

Kean Bill Would Criminalize
Distribution Of ‘Knockout’ Videos
TRENTON – Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) has introduced legislation
to specifically criminalize the recording, sharing, distribution and publishing of assaults, such as “Knockout Game.”
“The Knockout Game isn’t the
first trendy crime that has spread
because of the popularity of Internet
videos showing the incidents,” Sen.
Kean said. “This legislation makes
it clear that people in New Jersey
who record, share, post or publish
people being assaulted will be criminally liable.”
Senator Kean’s bill, S-3216, would
modify the third-degree crime of endangering an injured victim by clarifying in the statute that a person is
guilty if they film, photograph or

otherwise record the act causing
bodily injury for circulation, publication or distribution. Violators would
face imprisonment for three to five
years, a $15,000 maximum fine or
both under the bill.
“People need to realize that the
assault of a fellow human being is not
some trivial event or game of which
to gain popularity or share a laugh
with friends,” Sen. Kean added. “In
New Jersey, too many people have
sat back and recorded people being
beat up on the streets, on trains or in
restaurants.”
“I know there’s legislation introduced to also increase the criminal
penalties for acts of assault, but deterring the audience, popularity and
spreading of these senseless crimes
is just as important,” Sen. Kean said.

Holt Bill to Guard Against
Offshore Oil Disasters
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) has introduced
the Offshore Safety and Technology
Improvements Act, a bill to establish
an Ocean Energy Safety Institute and
to promote the development and use
of the best available offshore oil safety
technology.
“Just three years ago, Deepwater
Horizon showed us all the horrific environmental and economic risks of shoddy
offshore drilling technology,” said Rep.
Holt, the ranking Democrat on the House
Natural Resources Subcommittee on
Energy and Mineral Resources. “As
domestic oil production continues to
rise, we can’t afford to become complacent. We need to make sure that
offshore oil drilling is conducted only
in limited circumstances and always in
the safest way possible.”
Mr. Holt’s bill is based on recom-

mendations made in a November 2013
report by the National Academies,
Best Available and Safest Technologies for Offshore Oil and Gas Operations: Options for Implementation.
Primarily, the legislation would create
the Ocean Energy Safety Institute as a
federally-funded research and development center or university-affiliated
research center.Funding would be
through a $1 per acre fee on offshore
oil fields that oil companies are leasing but not presently using.
The legislation would also prioritize permits for offshore operations
that incorporate new and innovative
safety technology and establish a
small business innovation and technology transfer programs to assist
small businesses in developing and
moving to market safer offshore oil
and gas technology.

In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Sweeney Slashes Funding to
Kean, GOP Senators
The battle between state Senate
President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) and Senate Minority Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) entered
another round late last month as Sen.
Sweeney cut $140,000 from an account distributed to GOP Senators,
nj.com has reported. The account is
in addition to the $110,000 Senators
receive for district office staff salaries. Last year Republicans received
$330,000, but that number will be
slashed to $188,000 this year.
According to the report, Sen.
Kean’s additional leadership funding
has been cut from $73,000 to $20,000.
Sen. Sweeney, however, increased
funding to Senator Kevin O’Toole
(R-40th, Cedar Grove), who challenged Sen. Kean in the party’s vote
for minority leader held in November. Sen. O’Toole, who was to see
funding drop from $25,000 to
$10,000 along with Senator Chris
“Kip” Bateman (R-16th, Somerset)
under Sen. Kean’s funding request to
Sen. Sweeney, will now see an increase to $35,000 with Sen. Bateman
getting $30,000.
Sen. Kean had sought to increase
funding for four Senators who supported his reelection as GOP leader
from $10,000 to $25,000. Under the
allocations theywill receive between
$4,000 and $5,000.
Dems Wait Van Drew Decision
On 2nd Congressional Dist.
Democratic Party leaders from six
southern New Jersey counties are
waiting word state Senator Jeff Van
Drew (D-1st, Cape May) on whether
he will be a candidate for the 2nd
District congressional seat held by
Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-2nd) since
1995, according to published reports.
The chairmen want to give Mr. Van
Drew a chance to run if he wants
since he easily was re-elected in his
district even though Republican Governor Chris Christie carried the district by an overwhelming margin.
News reports also say Bill Hughes
Jr., the son of former U.S. Rep. William
Hughes, has already announced that he
is running for the seat as a Democrat.
School BOE Filing Deadline
Changed to Late July
A measure that changes the state’s
filing deadline for November school
board elections in an attempt to increase the number of individuals running to serve on the boards has been
signed into law.
The law, S-2086, changes the deadline for school board candidates to file
petitions to the last Monday in July.
Previously, candidates had to file by 4
p.m. on the day of the Primary, held on
the first Tuesday in June.
A 2012 law allows for school districts to move their annual elections
from the third Tuesday in April to
coincide with the General Election
held in November. Since the law’s
adoption, more than 500 school districts have moved their election dates,
including all Union County districts.
Menendez Wants FTC Briefing
On Target Security Breach
U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.)
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said he wants a full briefing by the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
regarding last month’s security breach
at Target Corporation retail stores,”
politickernj.com has reported.
“Our country’s consumers depend
upon safe and secure transactions,
and especially at this crucial time of
year, our country’s retailers must commit to fulfilling that expectation,” Sen.
Menendez said in a letter to FTC
Chairwoman Edith Ramirez. “Unfortunately, these data breaches are
becoming increasingly common.”
Target has said a data breach at its
stores impacted 40 million credit and
debit card accounts, compromising
customers’ names, card information
and security codes. The breach occurred between November 27 and
December 15.
Sen. Menendez has introduced the
Prepaid Card Consumer Protection
Act of 2013, aimed at reining in hidden fees and strengthening financial
protections for consumers who use
prepaid cards.
O’Toole Wants Probe of
Christmas Deliveries
Senator Kevin O’Toole (R-40th,
Cedar Grove) has sent a letter urging
the state Division of Consumer Affairs (DCA) to conduct an investigation into UPS and FedEx failing to
make their as promised deliveries for
Christmas. The Senator also wrote
the companies, urging them to fully
refund all customers affected by
Christmas delivery delays.
“Both UPS and FedEx ‘guaranteed’ to certain customers that their
deliveries would be made by Christmas, and claimed that they failed
many customers as a result of ‘higher
than anticipated volume’and ‘weather
conditions in the Midwest,’” Sen.
O’Toole stated. “Millions of customers across the United States and, in
particular, here in New Jersey took
that ‘guarantee’ to mean that they
will be able to bring Christmas joy to
their loved ones that they could not
be with. Unfortunately, that was not
the case.”
Sen. O’Toole said each year there
is always higher delivery volume and
the potential for severe weather
around Christmas. He acknowledged
some corrective action being taken
by hard working employees of these
companies, but urged that the businesses fully correct the situation by
standing by reimbursing impacted
people.
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Fla. Teen Charged In
False Bomb Threat
KENILWORTH – A Florida teenager has been charged with making a
false bomb threat against a Kenilworth
residence earlier this year, acting
Union County Prosecutor Grace H.
Park announced Monday.
Complaints of threatening to discharge a destructive device, making a
false report of planting a bomb or
explosive, issuing a false police report, fraud, and other offenses were
filed by the Seminole County
Sheriff’s Office against the 16-yearold defendant, whose name is being
withheld due to his age.
The date was July 21, 2013 when
the Kenilworth Police Department
received a 911 call via Skype, according to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Susan Gleason, who assisted Florida authorities investigating the case. The person making the

threat, whose voice was modified during the call, claimed to be a 19-year-old
resident of the 600 block of Newark
Avenue in Kenilworth and threatened
to kill two of his younger siblings and
blow up his home, Ms. Gleason said.
Responding police found a 19-yearold resident at the home and took him
into custody, but quickly determined
that he had not placed the threatening
call – the victim did not even have
any younger siblings, and no one else
was home at the time. Using phone
and Internet records, investigators
later managed to trace the call to a
residence in Florida and identified
the 16-year-old as a suspect.
The emergency response to the false
bomb threat resulted in expenses exceeding $7,000, and the juvenile defendant, if convicted, is expected to
be ordered to pay restitution.

Lance Unveils Mental
Health Act Legislation
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has joined
colleagues from the House Energy
and Commerce Committee to introduce The Helping Families in Mental
Health Crisis Act, a package of legislative proposals that concluded a yearlong study of violence and mental
health.
The bill incorporates many ideas
and suggestions from numerous hearings of the Energy and Commerce
Committee, which was tasked with
leading on this critical issue after a
series of tragic events gripped the
nation.
“As we mark the somber anniversary of the loss of innocent life at
Sandy Hook Elementary School, we
are reminded that our mental health
care system is broken. The vulnerable who need the most care are
instead incarcerated, unemployable
and – in some cases – a danger to
themselves and others,” said Rep.
Lance, a member of the Health Subcommittee. “This is one of the great
health care challenges we face in
our nation: making available the
tools to match people with the right
care.”
The Helping Families in Mental
Health Crisis Act takes a clinical approach to supporting families and
individuals undergoing sudden or
long-term mental health crises. The
bill targets programming and resources on psychiatric care for patients and families most in need of

services by increasing inpatient and
outpatient treatment options. The bill
makes judicial reforms by clarifying
standards used to commit an individual to medical care and updates
legal framework to help families and
physicians make informed decisions.
The legislation holds federally qualified mental health centers to a higher
standard, incentivizing them to build
upon their current services by providing a full range of care to individuals seeking treatment as well as
fixing patient access problems in the
Part D program and Medicaid.
“High quality mental health care
is of great importance to the American people. Recent data suggest that
fewer than one-third of Americans
with diagnosable mental illness actually get treatment,” Rep. Lance
said.
“Experts estimate that more than
half of those who suffer from severe
mental disorders do not receive treatment in a given year. And at least 25
percent of returning troops from Iraq
and Afghanistan will experience
some type of mental health condition. We owe our servicemen and
women and veterans this effort to
get them the care they need and
deserve.”
The package now heads to the
House Energy and Commerce Committee. The package expands on Mr.
Lance’s bipartisan “Excellence in
Mental Health Act,” which was introduced earlier this year.
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New Year Resolutions; Ones That
You Can Achieve and How To Do It
Many of us make New Year resolutions coupled
with a soft commitment to actually achieve them. Do
you remember any of the resolutions you made last
year? Did you achieve any of them?
Though well intentioned, most of us failed in our
resolutions as we look at the scorecard today.
For me, many of my past resolutions were too
vague, too ambitious and too tough - or I was never
intending to do anything about them in the first
place. My number one resolution each year is to lose
about 20 pounds (10 pounds would have been a big
victory) and to get in better shape. Losing weight
seems to be one of the most popular and failed
resolutions of our times.
Well, I don’t fail in one of my favorite resolutions
since 2012 - I changed it to something achievable. I
return my shopping cart from the food store parking
lot, rather than abandoning it in place as in the past.
Before this each year I got better at disguising how
to abandon the shopping cart and also came up with
new and innovative excuses in my mind as to why I
was doing the right thing.

As I practiced this New Year’s resolution, I was
pensive thinking I had bit off more than I could chew.
As example, how does one deal with returning their
shopping cart when the lot is full and someone is
already behind your parked car with their blinkers
on anxious to take your spot? Can you imagine the
glares and looks you get?
If you happen to be waiting for a parking spot and
someone delays you by returning their shopping
cart, please have patience. It might be me.
It takes about two minutes to return a shopping
cart, get back to ones car, and escape the fury. Come
to think of it, the extra walking by returning the
shopping carts may actually help me lose that 10
pounds.
The truth is that I return abandoned shopping carts
by others before I enter the food store thinking that
makes up for the times I didn’t return mine.
In these days, many find it’s more convenient to
restate their promises, rather than actually keeping
them. It worked for me!
Happy New Year everyone.

Where the Mustang Was Made,
A Wish For The New Year
China’s blackmailing of the world’s economy
over its stranglehold on rare earth minerals is one
example of the challenges we face and a frightening
prospect for our nation’s economy. The situation has
been building for some time and global corporations
are playing right along. We’ve
just had our heads in the sand for
too long.
It should be clear now to Americans and our leaders in government that China can’t be trusted,
especially when this nation’s security and way of life are at stake.
Still we shouldn’t blame China we should blame ourselves.
The unfair free pass given to China by our governments, banks, human rights groups and world businesses must now come to an end.
America must reopen its mines, rebuild its industries and put people to work and stop buying solar
panels from China too. It’s time to take a stand, suck
it up. True, China holds a bundle of our borrowed
paper and will swing its weight around. So what! Let

it happen. We’ll deal with it.
It’s time to start building back America and building back New Jersey.
At one time, New Jersey had the world’s premium
research center – Bell Labs. Now it’s owned by the
French and filled with waning
administrative offices hoping for
development into condominiums. There was Exxon Research
and Engineering in Florham Park,
a sparkling venue. Now it’s a
practice facility for the New York
Jets (I must agree however that
the Jets need the practice).
Remember Worthington Pump
and Red Devil Paint in Union? Enjay Polymer Labs
in Linden? Where was the first Mustang developed
and manufactured? – right here at the former Edison
Ford plant.
I’m tired of the defensive and – Oh woe is me
attitude. Put everyone to work and get them off
unemployment.
That’s my wish for the New Year.

Commentary
We Made a Mistake Last Week by
Publishing an Unsigned Comment
The comment published last week
at the top of page 5 regarding the
folio tradition at Westfield High
School and the impact today of
YouTube was unsigned - a critical
breech of our standards. The com-

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
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Linden, N.J. 07036
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Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

The Democrat-controlled state
Legislature in the last weeks of
2013 acted on a litany of bills in
the Lame Duck session with millions of dollars in new spending
and other legislation that could
impact negatively on businesses.
Among the bills is the “Tuition
Equality Act,” which would allow
undocumented students who want
to attend a state college or university to be eligible for in-state tuition and state financial aid regardless of their immigration status or that of their parents as long
as they meet certain provisions.
Governor Chris Christie conditionally vetoed the bill, noting
that while he agreed these students who were brought to this
country by their parents and attended high school in New Jersey
should be eligible for in-state tuition, he is opposed to making
adults without legal status eligible
for financial aid. Lawmakers made
the change and Governor Christie
signed the amended bill. We agree
with the Governor. After all, why
should taxpayers be financially
supporting illegal immigrants?
“The Green Acres, Water Supply and Floodplain Protection, and
Farmland and Historic Preservation Bond Act of 2014,” would
ask voters to authorize a $200million bond to acquire and develop land for recreation and conservation purposes. Funding
would be through the state sales
tax. While preserving open space
is important in this state, spend-

Horace Corbin, Publisher

ing $200 million is excessive, in
our view. Also, the sales tax should
not be used as a dedicated fund for
open space. This bill passed in the
Assembly and now heads to the
Senate.
A more controversial piece of
legislation would ban the release
of arrest mug shots. The bill passed
in the Assembly, 70-10. A-3906
would make mug shots off-limits
to the public until a conviction is
secured, even in cases where serious crimes are alleged. Only Kansas, Montana and Washington
have such restrictions on mug
shots. The bill now heads to the
Senate.
Another piece of legislation, the
“Opportunity to Compete Act,”
known as the “ban the box” bill,
would ban many employers from
asking job applicants about their
criminal background until the applicant is conditionally offered a
job. Republicans, including Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), are
opposed. Once again we agree.
An employer needs to be able to
ask about the background of perspective employees as they will
be working with other employees
as well as customers.
The Democratic majority in the
Legislature also are pushing mandated paid sick leave for all fulltime workers in the private sector.
If these bills are passed before
the new session begins on January 14, they will await a final
verdict from Governor Christie.

Is ‘Slush Fund’ Being Used
By Sen. Sweeney Legal?
New Jersey’s 120 state lawmakers receive an appropriation annually of $110,000 that is used for
staff salaries such as a chief of
staff and a legislative aid. Last
week it was revealed that another
fund dolled out $330,000 in 2013
on top of the $110,000. Now that
fund is being used by Senate President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) to get even with his
Republican rival, Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield).
Sen. Sweeney has opted to cut
funding to some Republican senators, including Mr. Kean, by over
$140,000. Mr. Kean’s funding has
been chopped to $20,000, a cut of
$53,000 from last year. But Mr.
Sweeney did not reduce all GOP
funding; he simply played politics by redirecting funds to those
Republicans who opposed Mr.
Kean’s reelection as minority
leader. Senator Kevin O’Toole (R40th, Cedar Grove) was the opposition to Mr. Kean in the minority
leader election held in November.
Although Mr. O’Toole lost his
bid, Sen. Sweeney has awarded
him and those other senators who
supported him and not Mr. Kean
with increased funding said to be
between 20 and 150 percent. By

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

ment also alluded to possible conduct of individuals in the past.
We retract this unsigned comment,
regret the error and pledge to adhere
to our standards.

Lawmakers Push Bills In
Trenton Lame Duck Session

MMXIV?

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Linda Carter, chair
lcarter@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

comparison, Mr. Kean had sought
to cut funding for Mr. O’Toole
and Senator Christopher “Kip”
Bateman (R-16th, Somerset), who
supported Mr. O’Toole, from
$25,000 to $10,000 each, and provide only $1,000 increases to three
other senators who opposed his
(Mr. Kean’s) reelection. Mr. Kean
proposed funding increases to
senators who supported him.
We question the legality of this
fund and how it is being used.
Clearly the Senate president is
using this “slush fund” to get even
with Mr. Kean for daring to run
and provide financial backing to a
candidate, Niki Trunk, against him
in the 2013 General Election.
Thus, this fund is being used solely
for political purposes by Mr.
Sweeney. We also question
whether income taxes are being
used to fund this account. If so,
wouldn’t this be a violation of
New Jersey election laws since
this is no more than a political
account?
In our opinion, an investigation
needs to be launched. But who
would take the lead in this probe
as both legislative houses are controlled by Democrats? Maybe the
best solution is to eliminate the
fund altogether.
Also, the political gamesmanship by Senator Sweeney needs to
stop now so that the people’s business can be moved forward in the
new year.

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Puceron – Plant louse
2. Jugal – The cheekbone
3. Puerilism – Childishness
4. Jorum – A large bowl or vessel for
drinking
ILLAQUEATE
1. To crumble; scatter
2. To entrap or ensnare
3. To wobble or walk in a swaying
manner
4. To laugh loudly or too much
HOGMANAY
1. New Year’s Eve
2. An effort or endeavor
3. A harem slave
4. A heated debate or dispute
MAZER
1. A battle ax
2. A tanner of pelts or animal skins
3. A large drinking goblet or bowl
4. Spanish strap with which a saddle
girth is adjusted
FRAISCHEUR
1. Concise; brief; to the point
2. Coolness; freshness
3. A sermonizer; preacher
4. Savageness of manner; fierceness

More Letters
on Page 14
BridgeGrate or
Benghazi, the Public
Tires of Partisanship
With the recently announced investigations on the closing of lanes of
the George Washington Bridge that
resulted in traffic jams, are we seeing
true outrage or just some way to
bloody a potential rival Presidential
candidate?
It was reported that the Democrat
National Committee and a Super Pac
by the name of Correct the Record,
which is an off shoot of American
Bridge, an organization that is supporting Hillary Clinton’s potential
presidential bid in 2016, is playing a
major role in keeping this issue alive.
Does anyone, other than myself, see
this as an attempt to remove the potential threat of Chris Christi as an
opponent? She must be worried about
running against him — that being the
case.
Did someone make a mistake –
yes. Do we not hear on a frequent
basis that due to construction, police
activity or a host of other reasons
there are traffic problems – also yes.
Have we ever heard of anyone being
held accountable – no?
We should keep in mind the four
Americans who died when our Diplomatic Mission was attacked in
Benghazi. This took place under Secretary Hillary Clinton’s watch. The
situation condemned these men to
death since no attempt was made to
rescue them or provide the appropriate safeguards.
When Secretary Clinton was questioned by Congress on the attack, she
went into a rant saying “what does it
matter.”
Four Americans died in Benghazi.
How many died on the GW Bridge
traffic mess? This is an obvious attempt by Clinton supporters to change
the subject. But what can’t be changed
are the facts and the importance of
each.
The Democrats who are attempting to make this an issue better hope
that they find something to pin on the
Governor, or it will prove to be a
modern day “Salem Witch Hunt.”
The public, tired of partisan politics,
could very well view it this way.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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One who was lost in 2013

2013 Year In Review: June Through November
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

amount would be supplemented by
about $400,000 to $450,000 earned
from treating material from the
Monmouth County landfill.
NJ Transit announced that it
would provide some of its newly
purchased dual-powered locomotives for Raritan Valley Line trains
starting in spring 2014, enabling a
one-seat ride to Manhattan. Dualpowered locomotives (convertible
between electric and diesel) would
replace some of the diesel engines,
which cannot be used in the transit
tunnels to New York. A study by the
Regional Plan Association estimated that one-seat service could
lead to a 15-percent reduction in
commuting times for Raritan Valley commuters by eliminating the
need to transfer at Newark Penn
Station.

NOVEMBER
Westfield
The Westfield Republican candidates swept the mayoral and council elections, making the council
entirely Republican in 2014. Mayor
Andy Skibitsky was re-elected to
an unprecedented third term over
Democrat Dave Haas. The win made
Mayor Skibitsky Westfield’s longest-serving mayor. Newcomer Republican David Oliveira beat Democrat Matt Sontz in the race for the
open Third Ward seat and incumbent Keith Loughlin bested former

councilman Jack Walsh in the
Fourth Ward.
Voters passed a referendum to accept $2.7 million in state funding to
be used toward the remaining cost of
the Westfield Board of Education’s
roof-replacement program.
Garwood
Republican Councilman James
Mathieu was re-elected to a second
term along with Republican
Michael Martin, who will take the
council seat currently filled by
Steven Blaufeder.
Union County Interim Executive
Superintendent of Schools Kathleen
Serafino was to fill a seat on the
Garwood Board of Education after
the November election failed to produce a candidate willing to serve on
the board. According to the borough clerk, Bruce Paterson, who
ran an unsuccessful write-in campaign for borough council, received
nine votes for school board. Under
state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the board
of education to win if there are no
other write-in candidates. Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee at council,
school board and county freeholder
meetings, declined to serve when
the clerk contacted him.
Mountainside
The volunteer fire department received a new fire pumper truck ordered in July 2012 at a cost of
approximately $409,000.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

13-07-04: COMMUNITY CONCERT...The Westfield Community Band, under
the direction of Dr. Thomas N. Connors, performs at Mindowaskin Park. The
band held its summer concert series on Thursday nights in June and July in
Mindowaskin Park.

Later in the month, the historic
Levi Cory House was moved from
its former location on Mountain
Avenue at New Providence Road in
Mountainside to its new home on
Constitution Plaza, next to the
Mountainside Public Library and
the Hetfield House.
Scotch Plains
Republican Llewellyn Jones won
a special election to serve the final
year of an unexpired term on the
township council, defeating incumbent Democrat Louis Beckerman
to become the second Republican
on the five-member governing body.
Facing opposition from residents
and increased skepticism from the
township council, the developer of
a proposed senior living facility
withdrew its request for a rezoning
of the 10-acre Parker Gardens property that would have allowed the
project to move forward.
Saying she was “increasingly
concerned” about how the Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC)
was being operated, Deputy Mayor
Colleen Gialanella wanted the township government to exercise some
added oversight over the group
charged with overseeing downtown
revitalization.
The Union County VocationalTechnical Schools announced expansion plans at its Raritan Road
campus that will add about 30,000
square feet of classroom and office
space to serve its nearly 1,500 students.
Fanwood
Democratic incumbent Kathy
Mitchell and running mate Tom
Kranz handily won Fanwood’s race
for borough council, defeating Republican Jean Michelle Moore, the
only other candidate on the ballot.
The borough council gave the
Fanwood Recreation Commission
approval to begin designing a skateboard park for Forest Road Park.
A Fanwood man was arrested after a standoff with police at his
home on Locust Avenue on a Friday evening. John Antonucci, 49,
of 59 Locust Avenue, was taken
into custody after seven hours of
negotiations. When Fanwood police arrived at the scene around 11
p.m., Mr. Antonucci began yelling
at them from inside the home while
brandishing a gun and firing shots.
Scotch Plains voters elected incumbent Nancy Norris-Bauer and
newcomer Charlotte Ann Schirmer
to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Board of Education, while Fanwood
voters reelected Amy Winkler.
Cranford
Republicans Mary O’Connor and
Bob D’Ambola defeated Democratic incumbent Kevin Campbell
and his running mate, Kelly Howard
in the race for two seats on the
township committee.
The township committee announced it had hired Terrence Wall
as its new township administrator,
replacing Joseph Hartnett who announced his resignation in August.
Mr. Wall served North Arlington
for six years as administrator before taking the post in Cranford.
County
Union County Democratic Freeholders Linda Carter of Plainfield,
the current board chairwoman, and
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford
were re-elected, along with newly
appointed Freeholder Sergio
Granados, over Republicans P.
Mark Martini of Westfield, former
Springfield Township Committeeman Marc Krauss and Ira Geiger of
Union. With their victory, Democrats will continue to hold a 9-0
majority on the board.
Union County Manager Al Faella
announced the hiring of William
Reyes of Mountainside as the new
deputy manager, a position that has
been vacant since the retirement of
Liz Genievich in February 2012.
Regional
Additional charges were filed
against the Union Township man
accused of murdering his girlfriend.
In addition to first-degree murder,
Matthew Ballister III was charged
with first-degree felony murder,
first-degree kidnapping, two counts
of second-degree desecration of human remains, and single counts of
second-degree burglary, second-degree hindering apprehension, thirddegree criminal restraint, third-degree hindering apprehension and
third-degree making terroristic
threats in connection with the October death of April Wyckoff of
Cranford.
A 22-year-old Scotch Plains man
was shot to death on November 1 in
Newark after an argument, according to the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office.
Republican Governor Chris
Christie was easily re-elected, defeating State Senator Barbara
Buono of Metuchen. The Governor
won Union County by a 52 percent
to 47 percent margin.

YOU ARE A PERFECT FIT AT THE Y
The ball may have dropped, but we celebrate Healthy New Year every day at the Y.
You can join anywhere, but you belong where kids and adults get healthier while
building relationships and gaining self-confidence.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor

207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs
Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com
Master Plumber License No. 6548

SPORTS
OPEN
HOUSE
This Sunday!

January 5
11:30AM-1:00PM

MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL


No Joiner’s Fee (a $100 value!)



$50 Y Gift card



FREE wellness options


Small-group: 12 Weeks to a Healthier You
for those new to exercising



Personalized: Orientation and one free
personal training session



Individual: FitStart customized workout
and nutrition program

… OFFER EXTENDED TO 1/15

It may be cold outside,
but it’s always warm
at the Y!
Enjoy the climbing
wall and participate
in class samplers
including soccer,
basketball, fencing
and more!

FREE and open to
the community!

WESTFIELD AREA Y
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923. Financial assistance is available.
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Yvonne Kimbel Jeka, 81, Real Estate
Sales Associate and Floral Designer
Yvonne Kimbel Jeka, 81, of
Mountainside died on Christmas Day,
December 25, at her home. She leaves
her husband of 55 years; two sons,
Donald, Jr. (Alison) and Paul
(Michele); an adopted daughter, Kelly
McCormick, and two grandchildren,
Victoria and Donald III “Dee.”
After a distinguished career as a
Mom, Yvonne left this world for a
better place. She was a real estate sales
associate, joining Burgdorff Realtors’
Summit office and Coldwell Banker,
followed by Premier Properties
Sotheby’s International in Short Hills.
Her real estate career spanned 30
years, primarily with Burgdorff, until
it was sold. Earlier, she was with the
former Continental Can Corporation
in Montclair, N.J., in the statistical
department, called upon periodically
to model for paper products promotional materials and advertisements.
Her compassion for family togetherness brought the kids and grandkids
to a summer vacation on Long Beach
Island. Famous for her Christmas
cookies, it was a looked-for holiday
treat. An accomplished knitter, she
created an Irish fishermen’s sweater
for all the males.
Having moved from Clifton, N.J. to
Mountainside, she later joined Ruth
Christoffer’s as a floral designer, taking awards for her special talent in this

field. She became involved in community affairs, rising to president of
the Parent-Teacher Association.
As a member of the Community
Presbyterian Church, she served as
an elder and member of the church
Sessions board. Her creative talents
extended to many church activities
around the various holiday seasons.
She was a family member of the
KeyportYacht Club, cruising and daysailing aboard the couple’s Bristol
40, Santana. Yachting was the focus
of the family’s recreational activities
and sparked the organization of the
Summit Yacht Club, a group of local
real estate sales associates, who selected her husband, Don, as Commodore. The group shared a summer sail
together on the Chesapeake aboard a
friend’s Hatteras for years in a row
and met monthly locally.
Yvonne Jeka was predeceased by a
brother, Charles (Chuck) Kimbel, and a
sister, Joyce Brandstatter. She was a
graduate of Barringer High School in
Newark and attended a secretarial school.
Yvonne’s Service of Remembrance
will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on Saturday, January 11, 2014, at the Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside. Interment will be private. Arrangements are by Gray Funeral Directors of Westfield.

– Obituaries –

POLICE BLOTTER

Helen Doris Schulz, Local Parishioner;
Had Long Career at Accounting Firm
Helen Doris Schulz of Whiting,
N.J. died on Christmas morning, December 25, 2013, in Toms River, N.J.
Born to George and Freda Schulz
in Bayonne, N.J. on November 5,
1923, Helen moved to Westfield at
the age of 2 and lived in the family
home on Hazel Avenue for the next
77 years. She had been a member of
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield for over 50 years. She
moved to Crestwood Manor in
Whiting in 2002 and made many
friends during her years there.
After graduating from Westfield
High School in the Class of 1939,
she completed studies at the Berkeley School in East Orange in 1941
and began work at the accounting
firm Haskins and Sells in 1942.
During her 42 years with the firm,
she worked in the Newark and
Morristown offices, retiring in 1984
from Deloitte & Touche’s

Morristown office.
Proud of her business acumen,
Helen balanced her checkbook to the
penny, and at Crestwood knew the
names of all who she passed in the
hallways. She recalled many details
of her travel experiences, and always
urged to travel while you can.
She was predeceased by her parents and her sister, Marion G.
Wyckoff, who died in 1996. She is
survived by her cousins, including
Leonard, John and Richard Ahlfeld.
A graveside service and interment were held at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield on Saturday, December 28, 2013. Arrangements
were by Gray Funeral Directors of
Westfield.
True to her attention to detail, she
had many years before had the
marker installed on the family plot,
needing only the final date entered.
January 2, 2014

January 2, 2014

Lawrence Ditzel, Sr., 89, Was Plumber;
Active In Squad, Scouts, Lions, Masons
Lawrence F. Ditzel, Sr., 89, passed
away on Saturday, December 28,
2013, at home.
Born in Cranford, he lived in
Garwood for many years.
A plumber, Mr. Ditzel had been a
partner in R&D Plumbing and Heating of Garwood. He was a member
of the Lions Club for 25 years and
a Lions Representative. Larry was a
member of Azure-Masada Club,
F&AM of Cranford for 50 years.
He also had been a member of the
Garwood First Aid Squad, a
Webelos and a Boy Scout leader,
and had helped construct the gazebo at the Garwood Little League
field. He was an Army veteran of
World War II.
Larry was predeceased by a son,
Kurt; a daughter, Kathy, and a greatgrandson, Kevin.

Surviving are Katherine D.
(Ehrnholm) Ditzel, his beloved wife
since December 13, 1947; three devoted sons, Larry and his wife,
Velma, Gary and his wife, Joyce,
and Mark; four loving grandsons,
Larry III and his wife, Shawn,
Raymond, Keith and Christopher;
and one beloved great-grandson,
11-year-old Jason.
Services will be at 10:30 a.m. on
Friday, January 3, at the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford. Interment will
be at Rosedale Memorial Park in
Linden.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Wounded Warriors,
370 7th Avenue, Suite 1802, New
York, N.Y. 10001.
January 2, 2014

The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF
ATTORNEY
General Practice
Estate Planning and Probate
Divorce Law
Accredited Family Law Mediator
201 South Avenue
Westfield
654-8885

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

COMEDY BENEFIT...A special comedy fundraiser to benefit Garwood PBA
Local No. 117 was held December 5 at Crossroads, located at 78 North Avenue
in Garwood. The event featured Michael Winslow, The Dumb Kids In the Back
and Jerrold Benford. Over 120 attendees came out to support the cause, and
$1,000 was raised for the Garwood Police Department that night. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Comedian Joe Carney from The Dumb Kids In the Back,
presenting a $1,000 check to Officer John Wright of the Garwood Police
Department, and Crossroads owner Lee Frankel. Mr. Carney was to be featured
at another benefit at Crossroads on Thursday, January 2, for the Friendly Sons
of St. Patrick Union County.

Stephen Deduck Achieves
Rank of Eagle Scout
Stephen Thomas Deduck has on the Colorado River and a visit
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout to the Air Force Academy. Upon
— the highest award in Boy Scout- returning, Stephen attended the
ing — for which he was honored National Youth Leadership TrainDecember 28 at a Court of Honor
ing week at Winnebago
at the Holy Trinity
Scout Reservation.
Parish Center in
Stephen’s first leaderWestfield. He is the
ship role was as Scribe. He
son of Mary Jackson
then became an assistant
and Stephen Deduck
Patrol Leader. After being
of Scotch Plains.
elected Patrol Leader,
Stephen began his
Stephen served as AssisScouting career as a
tant Senior Patrol Leader
Tiger Cub Scout with
and then as instructor,
Holy Trinity’s Pack
teaching new Scouts and
No. 73, receiving his
helping them advance.
Arrow of Light and
Stephen continued in
then bridging over to
Scouting while playing on
Troop No. 73 in
the Scotch PlainsStephen T. Deduck
March of 2007. He
Fanwood High School varattended Winnebago Scout Reser- sity football and ice hockey teams.
vation that summer, and for the
Stephen’s Eagle service project
next six summers, not only with was to build self-standing flower
Troop No. 73, but also on his own boxes and revitalize an outdoor
with the provisional patrol and with break area at Children’s Specialthe Trail to Eagle Patrol. Along ized Hospital in Mountainside. In
with earning advancement, merit addition to planting flowers in the
badges and the Mile Swim Badge, boxes, other shrubs were planted
Stephen also attained BSA Life and benches sanded and painted.
Guard Certification there.
Stephen completed his Eagle
Stephen attended a West Point Scout requirements and project this
Scout Jamboree and his first high fall and passed his Eagle Board of
adventure trip was a six-day trek Review on November 21, his 18th
through the Adirondack Moun- birthday. He recently received a
tains, where he climbed three of Patriots’ Path Scout-Scholar-Aththe 46ers, Mts. Colden, Marshall lete Award. Stephen is now in his
and the 5,144-foot Mt. Algonquin. senior year of high school and is
In the summer of 2011, Stephen applying to colleges with plans to
attended Philmont Scout Ranch in study physics, chemistry and biolCimarron, N.M. With Patriots’ Path ogy, possibly pursuing a career in
Council crew 714-C3, he spent 12 medicine or engineering.
days backpacking over 80 miles
through the Sangre de Cristo mountain range, the pinnacle being
See it all on the Web!
climbing the 12,100-foot Mt.
www.goleader.com
Baldy. There were side trips to
Pike’s Peak, white-water rafting
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Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
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cremation.
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524 Central Avenue
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Westfield
Monday, December 23, Frankie
Diaz, 24, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant for $500 pursuant to a pickup
at the Roselle Police Department.
Diaz was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released on posted
bail.
Thursday, December 26,
Chavaughn S. O’Neal, 24, of Newark was arrested on an outstanding
Carteret warrant for $89 during a
stop for an observed traffic violation on the 400 block of West North
Avenue. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.
Thursday, December 26, Gregory Thompson, 43, of Roselle was
arrested on an outstanding Linden
traffic warrant and an outstanding
warrant from Westfield, each in
the amount of $250, pursuant to a
pickup at the Woodbridge Police
Department. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released on posted
bail.
Friday, December 27, Eboney
Gunter, 34, of Plainfield was arrested as the result of a motor vehicle stop and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). Her motor vehicle was impounded as per
John’s Law. She later was released
to a responsible adult and assigned
a court date.
Saturday, December 28, Alice
Campbell, 53, of Cranford was arrested at police headquarters after
turning herself in on a $139
Fanwood traffic warrant. Full bail
was posted with a court date to be
determined.
Saturday, December 28, Bryan
Black, 31, and Sharon Webb-Lawal,
39, both of Plainfield, were arrested
on outstanding warrants following
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. Webb-Lawal posted $103 on
a Westfield traffic warrant, while
Black was turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department on a
$905 criminal warrant.
Sunday, December 29, Luis A.
Jerez, 21, of Union was arrested
and charged with DWI following a
motor vehicle stop in the area of
West South and Summit Avenues.
He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to
a responsible adult.
Sunday, December 29, three
people were arrested and charged
with DWI in separate incidents following motor vehicle stops executed
at a DWI checkpoint in the area of
East South and Windsor Avenues.
Police identified the individuals as
Eric Williges, 35, of New Providence, Marybeth Manfredi, 29, of
Cranford and Trevor Joad-Singh,
43, of Roslyn, N.Y. Additionally,
Joad-Singh was charged with three
counts of operating a motor vehicle
under the influence with three minors as passengers. Each was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a responsible adult.
Sunday, December 29, Ronald H.
Posyton, Sr., 53, of Westfield was
arrested on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $162 cash bail.
Monday, December 30, Melvin
Gonzalez, Jr., 22, of Perth Amboy
was arrested on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants following a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Central and Myrtle Avenues. He
was transported to police headquarters, processed and released after
posting $144 cash bail.
Scotch Plains
Monday, December 23, a resident of Cooper Road reported that
sometime overnight someone damaged his mailbox.
Monday, December 23, a resident of Gaycroft Drive reported that
she has been receiving numerous
text messages from a former friend.
Monday, December 23, a resident of Myrtle Avenue reported that
sometime during the day, someone
removed multiple packages off of
her front porch.
Friday, December 27, Elmer

Urugutia, 23, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22. He
was transported to police headquarters, processed and released.
Friday, December 27, Eranio
Lopez, 22, of Bound Brook was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 on an outstanding $189
warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.
Friday, December 27, Idalia Burt,
38, of Rahway was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on East Second
Street on an outstanding $1,400
warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. She was transported to police headquarters, processed and released.
Mountainside
Thursday, December 12, Aaron
McQuiller, 21, of Newark was
picked up at the Essex County jail
and charged with an outstanding
warrant out of Mountainside in the
amount of $400.
Monday, December 16, Jawaan
Y. Taylor, 26, of Union was arrested
for driving with a suspended license and an outstanding warrant
out of Maplewood in the amount of
$500 after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.
Monday, December 16, a resident of Wyoming Drive came into
police headquarters to report that
he had received a letter from Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New
Jersey advising him that two company laptops were stolen that possibly contained personal information about him, including his address, date of birth and Social Security number. However, the victim had not noticed any suspicious
activity on any of his accounts,
according to police. Horizon advised him to file a police report in
the event fraudulent activity should
occur.
Tuesday, December 17, police responded to a residence on
Sunnyview Drive on the report of a
chimney fire. According to police,
the homeowner was awoken by a
smoke detector going off, the cause
of which was found to be the pipeline at the top of the vent of a newly
installed wood-burning stove. It was
later determined the homeowner
overloaded the stove with wood
prior to going to bed, which caused
the heavy smoke conditions, police
said. The homeowner was advised
to have the wood-burning stove
pipeline cleaned, authorities reported. No property damage occurred.
Wednesday, December 18, James
W. Lee, Jr., 28, of Orange was arrested on two outstanding ATS warrants in the amount of $1,000 and
one ACS warrant in the amount of
$1,000 after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
Sunday, December 22, Isaiah J.
Erinson, 24, of Linden was arrested
for driving with a suspended license and an outstanding warrant
out of Linden in the amount of
$100 after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.
Monday, December 23, a resident of Sawmill Road reported that
sometime between 5:30 and 7:30
p.m., someone entered his residence
by breaking the glass in a back door
and ransacked several bedrooms
before removing a pillowcase and
stealing numerous items, including
two engagement rings, a watch and
$800 in cash. According to police,
it is unknown if anything else was
stolen at this time.
Thursday, December 26, Thomas J. Talty, 25, of Hoboken was
arrested and charged with possession of suspected marijuana, under 50 grams, and Xanax after a
motor vehicle stop on Sawmill
Road. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and
released.
Saturday, December 28, Darrius
T. Falana, 19, of Newark was arrested and charged with possession
of suspected marijuana, under 50
grams, after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.
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Neil Sullivan to Spotlight
Curling During Luncheon
WESTFIELD — “The History of
the Sport of Curling in the United
States” will be the slide/lecture presentation by Neil Sullivan at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. The luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
January 8, at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
In his presentation, Mr. Sullivan
will show that in addition to skating,
skiing and hockey, one of the most
watched sports at February’s Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia in February 2014 will be the sport of curling.
Curling is an ice sport of fitness
and finesse, and is played with sportsmanship worldwide by more than 1.5
million curlers, including in New Jersey, where the Plainfield Curling Club
was founded over 50 years ago in
Union County.
Mr. Sullivan will discuss how curling was brought to North America by
Scottish immigrants in the 19th century. He hopes that those in attendance will learn about the history of
the sport here in the United States and
gain an appreciation of curling with
the approach of the next Olympiad,
where curling will be one of 11 sports
conducted.
A Westfield resident and a curler for
12 years, Mr. Sullivan has served on

Registration Is Open
For Senior Recreation
RIDE TO VICTORY...At Union County’s 80th annual Fall Troop Horse Show,
held October 25 to 27 at Watchung Stable in Mountainside, more than 100 events
were organized for riders age 9 through adult. Pictured are trophy and ribbon
winners from the event “First Class Troopers Over Fences.” From left to right,
they are: First place, Courtney Maier of Mountainside; Second place, Lauren
Baldowski of Cranford; Third place, Meghan Foley of Clark; Fourth place,
Lindsay O’Donnell of Garwood; Fifth place, Caroline Culp of Scotch Plains; and
Sixth place, Candice Mason of Clark. First Class Troopers are the most advanced
riders in Watchung Stable’s group riding lesson program for youth, beginning at
age 9 and lasting through the rider’s senior year in high school. For more
information, call the facility at (908) 789-3665 or visit ucnj.org/stables.

Local Synagogue to Offer
Shabbat Program For Tots
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel will introduce a program called “Let’s Do Shabbat” on
Thursday, January 9, from 9:45 to
10:30 a.m. Designed for children 4
years old and under accompanied
by a parent or caregiver, the program will expose the very young to
basic Jewish concepts and rituals as
they prepare for the Jewish Sabbath.
Free and open to the community,
“Let’s Do Shabbat” will include
challah baking, crafts, story telling
and kosher snacks. It will meet monthly
on the following Thursday mornings:
January 9, February 6, March 6, April

24 and May 29. The February and
May programs will be co-sponsored
by Congregation Beth Israel and PJ
Library, a project of The Partnership
for Jewish Learning and Life.
To respond or for more information, contact education director Elly
Bauman at Congregation Beth Israel at (908) 889-1830 or
school@cbisp.org, or Linda
Poleyeff at The Partnership for Jewish Learning and Life at
lpoleyeff@thepartnershipnj.org.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW
WOMAN OF VALOR...Vi Linder of Westfield, right, recently was honored as a
Woman of Valor during the Northern New Jersey Region of Hadassah’s Myrtle
Wreath Celebration. She is pictured with Loren Roth, president of the Northern
New Jersey Region of Hadassah.

Hadassah Honors Vi Linder
As 2013 Woman of Valor
WESTFIELD — Vi Linder, a resident of Westfield and Life Member
of the Westfield Chapter of Hadassah,
recently was named the chapter’s
2013 Woman of Valor.
The Northern New Jersey Region
of Hadassah held its Myrtle Wreath
Celebration on December 8 at Congregation Keter Torah in Teaneck. The
celebration honored the “Woman of
Valor” from each chapter — the outstanding woman selected by her chapter in recognition of her time and
energy devoted to Hadassah’s projects.
The Hadassah Region also bestowed
its highest honor, the 2013 Myrtle
Wreath Award, to Aviva Kempner of
Washington, D.C. Ms. Kempner is an
award-winning filmmaker, journalist
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Westfield Library to Present
Second Workshop on Zinio

the board of the Plainfield Curling
Club and was a member of the organizing committee for the 2006 Men’s
World Curling Championship held in
Lowell, Mass.
All those wishing to attend the
luncheon may make a reservation by
calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, January 6. The cost of the
luncheon is $25 for members and
$30 for non-members.

FANWOOD — Registration is now
open for the Fanwood Recreation
Department’s winter programs for
senior citizens. Programs will begin
the week of Tuesday, January 7, and
run every week for 12 weeks. They
will include Aerobics, Tai Chi, Zumba
Gold, Gentle Yoga and Line Dancing.
All classes will be held in the recreation building at Forest Road Park
in Fanwood. Each 12-week program
is $15 for Fanwood and Scotch Plains
residents and $30 for all others. Schedules and registration forms are available online at fanwoodnj.org and at
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at
75 Martine Avenue North. Registrants
can pay online by credit card or by
mailing a check with their registration form to Borough Hall.

Thursday, January 2, 2014

and philanthropist who has devoted
her life to making films that focus on
social issues. Her award-winning
documentaries include The Life and
Times of Hank Greenberg and YooHoo, Mrs. Goldberg. She currently is
working on a film entitled The
Rosenwald Schools, which details the
life of Julius Rosenwald and his work
in building schools with the AfricanAmerican communities in the South
in the early 20th century. Laurie Green
and Sheri Taback of Wayne co-chaired
the event.
The Northern New Jersey Region
of Hadassah encompasses 26 chapters, spans six New Jersey counties
and parts of Staten Island, N.Y. and
has more than 11,000 members.

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”

Estate Administration and Planning
Wills and Trusts
Estate Litigation
Elder Law
600 South Avenue West, Suite 230
Westfield NJ, 07090
908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

A FRACTION OF THE COST
OF TRADITIONAL DIVORCE
· Divorce Mediation
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will host a second workshop on “How to Download Zinio Magazines.” It will take
place on Monday, January 6, beginning at 6:30 p.m. and will be for
Westfield residents only. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
Zinio Magazines is a digital
magazine service that the library
acquired last summer in partnership with RBdigital from Recorded
Books. Zinio’s unique technology
digitally recreates a magazine page
for page, including full color pictures, intuitive navigation, key word
article search and interactive elements such as audio and video.
Zinio is accessible through PCs,
MACs, iPhones, iPads, Androids,
Kindle Fire/FireHD, Nook HD/
HD+ and BlackBerry Playbook.
Through the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, patrons of Westfield have
unlimited, simultaneous access to
complete digital magazines, which
can easily be viewed on any Internetenabled device inside or outside of
the library.
Andrew Gross, a representative
from RBdigital Recorded Books,
will explain this service, and go
through all the steps users need to
view and download titles. This
workshop will not be hands-on; it
will be an interactive presentation.
Currently, Westfield has 24 magazines available through Zinio, among
them Cosmopolitan, Men’s Health,
Ladies Home Journal, O, The Oprah
Magazine, Reader’s Digest, Esquire,
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, Popular Science, Newsweek and Rolling
Stone. Library Journal awarded
Zinio Best New Database of 2012.

To register for the workshop, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Calendar link, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension 0.
Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Saturday; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 7894090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Caregivers to Hold
Meeting on Monday
WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
The next meeting will take place
on January 6. These are information
and sharing sessions. For more information, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1214.

Temple Beth Ahm
Sets Shabbat Event
SPRINGFIELD — Temple Beth
Ahm Yisrael, located at 60 Temple
Drive in Springfield, will offer
Shabbat Alive!! on Friday, January 3,
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
This event is described as a spiritual Kabbalat Shabbat that is fun for
the whole family. For more information, call (973) 376-0539, extension
no. 11.
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TROTTER MAKES WINNING LAY-UP AT THE BUZZER

Cougar Boys Rope Mustangs
In Four OT Marathon, 86-85
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quadruple overtime! Who would
have “thunk” it? With his team trailing by one point, senior guard Tommy
Trotter grabbed a rebound after a
missed free throw, dribbled the full
length of the court and rolled in a layup as time ran out to give the Cranford
High School boys basketball team an
emotionally charged 86-85 victory
over the Marlboro Mustangs after
four overtime periods in the opening
round of the Cougar Classic in
Cranford on December 27.
“I have never ever played a game
that long,” commented Trotter.
Trotter, who also had seven assists,
scored half of his 22 points in the
overtime periods, and senior forward
John Oblachinski, who grabbed eight

of his team-leading 13 rebounds in
overtime, finished with 17 points and
five assists. Mike Guarriello netted
20 points and pulled seven rebounds.
Cameron Kutzer had five points and
five rebounds. Luke Christiano scored
eight of his 14 points in overtime,
Jack McCaffrey sank six points and
Jack Schetelich added two points.
The Mustangs sank eight 3-pointers, all but one in regulation, and
junior guard Kenny LaRocca sank
four of them. Justin Markowitz bucketed three 3-pointers and led the team
with 24 points. Big man Matt Ringel,
who led his team in rebounds, put in
13 points.
“They were hitting a lot, especially
that number 11, but we settled down
and covered him,” Trotter said.
The Cougars won the first quarter,

13-11, and all of their points were
accompanied with assists. However,
the Mustangs were making headway
with multiple steals. The Mustangs
continued their success with thefts
and also nailed three 3-pointers to
win the second quarter, 11-8, to take
a slim, 22-21, lead at the half.
“They were getting the steals early.
They were reaching a lot, but the refs
weren’t calling them,” Trotter said.
The Mustangs stretched their lead
to 39-31 with a few minutes remaining in the third quarter, but Guarriello
and Oblachinski both hit 2-pointers
and Trotter banged a 3-pointer to
close the gap to 39-38.
The emotional seesaw teetered
more in the fourth quarter and the
Cougars grabbed a 44-42 lead with
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SEALING THE VICTORY...Blue Devil Nick Velez, right, seals the 152-lb crown with this takedown at the edge of the mat
during the Roselle Park Tournament on December 28.

FULLER (113), BARBER (145), VELEZ (152) WIN TITLES

Blue Devils 3rd, Panthers 1st
In Roselle Park Mat Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Blue Devils John Fuller,
Matt Barber and Nick Velez claimed
individual titles at the Roselle Park
Invitational Tournament in Roselle
Park on December 28.
The hosting Panthers (RP) claimed
the team title in the eight-team tournament with a total of 230, ahead of
Hanover Park (HP) at 210, followed
by Westfield at 144. Morristown (Mo)

placed fourth at 129, followed by
Piscataway (P) at 87, West Milford
(WM) at 86, Madison (Md) at 82 and
Mastery Charter (MC) of Philadelphia at 13.
The Panthers entered 10 wrestlers
into the finals and came up with four
champions — Chris Gural (106),
Steve Loevsky (170), Phil Woods
(182) and Will Ferdinando (195).
Hanover Park entered nine into the
finals and claimed five champions —

Lou Ramio (120), Austin Nash (126),
Anthony Cefalo (132), Christian
Bassolino (138), Anthony Bassolino
(160).
In the 113-lb title bout, Fuller
scored a takedown on Jonathan Silva
(HP) then pinned him in 2:25 using
an arm bar and a half nelson.
“This is the first tournament that
I’ve ever won. It might have been a
small bracket today, but I got my
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MARATHON GAME...Cougar Mike Guarriello, No. 3, keeps close tabs on a Marlboro Mustang during the Cougar Classic
in Cranford on December 27. The Cougars pulled out an 86-85 victory in quadruple overtime.

SINCERE APOLOGIES – Due to a computer hard drive crash, the SPF/Mother Seton,
Cranford/Marboro and Cranford/Kent Place basketball games had to be rewritten. The
interviews with SPF’s coach Camille Mammolite and Katie Harper, Cougars Mairead McKeary,
coach Jackie Dyer and Tommy Trotter were rewritten by memory (to the best of my memory).
David B. Corbin (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor) – Probitas Verus Honos

HARPER SINKS 13 PTs, STEALS 9; DWUMFOUR 14 RBs

Lady Raiders Settle Setters
In Benovegno Tourney, 45-30
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Steals outnumbered rebounds from
the second quarter onward as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team set back the
Mother Seton Setters, 45-30, in the
first round of the Keith Benovegno
Memorial Tournament in Scotch
Plains on December 27. According
to Director of Athletics Ryan Miller,

all proceeds from the tournament
would go to the Keith Benovegno
Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Senior guard/co-captain Katie
Harper, after a slow first quarter,
turned on the heat offensively and
defensively, especially in the second
half where she scored 11 of her teamleading 13 points. She converted several of her nine steals to scores, and
added three assists and three re-

bounds.
The first quarter ended in an 8-8
stalemate with sophomore guard
Amani Williams leading the Raiders’
charge with five points, while senior
guard/co-captain Madison Maisel
banged the game’s only 3-pointer at
the end of the quarter.
“It was kind of a slow first quarter
for me, but when we started to posiCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLE UNDER THE BOARD...Raider Amani Williams, right, scrambles for control of the ball in the game against
Mother Seton at the Keith Benovegno Memorial Tournament in Scotch Plains. The Lady Raiders won, 45-30.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!
Download my free
Mobile App for
on the go access
to prices, maps,
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2012
email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Devil’s Den

Parker Wastes No Time
In Showing He Belongs
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courtesy of Phyllis Mirabella for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING THE 145-LB CROWN...Raider Brian Lapham, top, captured the 145-lb crown at the John Goles Tournament
in Washington on December 27.

SPF Raider Wrestlers Place Sixth
At John Goles Holiday Mat Tournament
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team placed sixth at
the John Goles Invitational Tournament in Washington on December
27. Hosting Warren Hills won the
team title with 182 points, North

Hunterdon (NH) took second at 174
and Delaware Valley placed third at
148, followe3d by Edison at 138,
West Morris at 115 and the Raiders at
96 in the 10-team tournament.
Brian Lapham claimed the 145-lb

title with a 3-1, overtime tiebreaker
against Dave Magliaccio. Dom Natale
placed second at 152-lbs after dropping a 12-4 majority decision to Mike
Ciavarro (NH). Matt Ridge placed
second at 182-lbs.

Courtesy of Phyllis Mirabella for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING SECOND AT 182-LBS...Raider Matt Ridge, top, placed second at 182-lbs at the John Goles Tournament in
Washington on December 27.

Lady Raider Cagers Muffle Mother Seton, 45-30
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

tion ourselves defensively, we started
creating the steals and making the
points,” Harper said.
Featuring two sophomore starters,
Williams and forward Miciah Battle,
with one junior, center Tabitha
Dwumfour, and seniors Harper and
Maisel, the 1-3 Raiders had some coordination problems in their first three
games but appeared to be ironing
them out from the second quarter
onward against the 1-1 Setters.
“It was good to get that first win.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

We needed it. We have two good
sophomores and this will help build
their confidence,” Harper said.
Dwumfour proved to be very productive under the boards and pulled
down 14 rebounds, most being under
the offensive boards to set up more
Raider opportunities to score. She
also added six blocked shots, four
steals and three assists and finished
with seven points.
“Tabitha is our tallest girl. She is
big and strong, and this year she wants
to show what she can do,” Raider
Head Coach Camille Mammolite said.
The Raiders’ pressure defense really came to life in the second quarter
with numerous acts of theft by Harper,
Williams and Maisel. The Raiders
won the quarter, 16-6, to grab a 24-14
lead at the half. Williams and Kara
Foley each sank six points, while
Dwumfour and Harper scored two
points each.
Half of the Raiders’ eight points in
the third quarter came via the free
throw line, but the Setters scored 12

to tighten the score to 32-26, but that
tightening loosened up quickly in the
fourth when Harper converted three
steals to six points, Dwumfour drew
a foul while rolling in a lay-up and
made the free throw, and Carolina
Babis and Maisel each sank a 2pointer.
Throughout the game, the Raiders
did have difficulty scoring from the
outside. The shots were just not finding the mark.
According to Coach Mammolite,
“We are a very young team. That’s
one thing we have to work on. Once
we start hitting our shots, we will be
alright.”
Lena Buccigrossi led Mother Seton with 12 points, while Shannon
McCarthy and Nickey Melie each
sank six points. Brittany Sielski had
four points. Williams finished with
eight steals, while Maisel finished
with four steals, four assists and five
points.
Mother Seton
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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It didn’t even take one full minute
into his varsity career for Parker Hess
to show he was ready to continue the
legacy.
And we aren’t talking a legacy like
Flounder in the movie “Animal
House.” We’re talking more along the
lines of something handed down by a
predecessor.
Older brothers Ryan (’11) and
Keegan (’13) Hess graduated WHS
as the Nos. 10 and 24 all-time scorers
with 859 and 622 points, respectively.
That’s 1,481 points, a school record
for brothers (see next item). In addition, Keegan Hess graduated with a
school record 112 3-pointers, breaking Mike Venezia’s record of 109.
So, that’s some pretty big Chuck
Taylors or Keds to fill for young
Parker. But with Keegan, home on
break from playing at Catholic University, cheering wildly in the stands,
Parker quickly nailed another 3pointer 40 seconds later – that’s two
in the first 90 seconds – and had three
by the end of the first period. The
sophomore finished with 14 points in
a 50-49 victory over Cranford on
Dec. 20.
And, like his brothers, he’s much
more than just a mad bomber. Hess
took it strong to the hoop several
times, including once where he drove
the baseline and switched hands at
the last second to draw a foul while
shooting left-handed. There must be
some serious 1-on-1 games at their
house.
Also having a nice debut was sophomore Owen Murray. There had been
concern about the point guard position, with returnee Danny Mitchell
sidelined by an ACL injury and especially after Nick Mele transferred just
prior to the season. But Murray
showed everything you’d want to see
in a point guard … including several
no-look passes that set up easy layups for Dylan Elliott and Ben
Schuman, and a keen interest in making sure everybody else touched the
ball. His seven assists helped Schuman
and Chris Boutsikaris hit double figures with 10 each.
Hess came back with 12 points,
including a couple of threes, against
SP-F in a 61-40 romp the following
night. As important, Dave Kane added
12, Sean Elliott 10, Boutsikaris nine
and Murray eight. The team went
nine deep opening weekend and that’s
going to help when Chris Wright becomes eligible on Jan. 16.
(Sophomore Pat McCormack and
freshman Matt LaCorte showed that
the future of WHS basketball could
be really exciting during the jayvee’s
opening night win over Cranford.
McCormack slashed, dashed and
crashed to a bunch of what ended up
easy lay-ups, while LaCorte showed
range and court awareness far beyond a normal ninth-grader.)
Senior Dylan Elliott, who played
some as a freshman and has started
the last three years, showed his rightplace-at-the-right-time ability on Saturday night against SP-F, coming up
with 10 steals. Interesting, his father
Rick had three steals (well, interceptions) in one football game against
SP-F back in 1979. He also nailed
four 3-pointers Saturday night as
WHS went 1-2 at Ridge’s Len
Sepanak Tournament.
Who knows how the season will
play out? It definitely could not have
gotten off to a better start than that
opening weekend, beating Cranford
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood.You only
get one chance to make a first impression. Hess and Murray – in fact, the
entire team – made a good one.
FOR THE RECORD
Here is the completely unofficial
breakdown of sibling scoring at WHS
(please email me at bj1019@aol.com
with corrections):
Brothers: Trailing the Hess brothers’ 1481 career points are Tim and
Rich Goski had 1,289 points, Mike
and Matt Comandini 1,246, Scott and
Todd Novacek 1,233, Lamont and
Eric Turner 968, and the Reddy brothers, Tom, Mark and Steve, with 947.
Sisters: The Millers – Erin, Danielle
and Jamie – have the sibling/sisters
record with 1,848.
Brothers and sisters: Lisa, Mike
and Diana Venezia combined for
2,088 points, ahead of James and Liz
McKeon’s 1,676, and Rich and Krissy
Jeremiah’s 1,275 (note: Bill
Jeremiah’s totals not available).
Fathers and son: Jim and Kevin
Kane combined for 898 points (note:
Jim’s 1939 totals not available).
Father and daughter: Boo Bowers
and Tamecka Dixon combined for
1,175 points, edging out George and
Tara Handza’s 982; add in brother/
uncle Tom Handza’s 181 points for a
1,163 total.)
Grandfather and grandson: Roger

Lady Blue Devils Maul
Mendham Girls, 45-28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A MASTER UNDER THE BOARDS...Raider Tabitha Dwumfour, front, pulled down 14 rebounds, blocked six shots and
added three assists against the Mother Seton Setters in the first round of the Keith Benovegno Memorial Tournament.

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team improved to 3-0 with
a 45-28 victory over Mendham in the
opening round of the Len Sepanak
Memorial Tournament in Basking
Ridge on December 27. Jackie Knapp
netted 20 points and had seven rebounds. Lil Scott sank 12 points and
swiped six steals.

Love and Pat Gray combined for 451
points.
IN THE HOUSE
Since becoming the athletic supervisor prior to the 2010-11 school year,
Sandy Mamary has tried to fill her
coaching roster with as many WHS
graduates as possible. It would appear she’s having success, too.
Former Blue Devils including Ron
Allen, Matt Andzel, Tom Bonard,
Owen Brand, Don Cassett, Elise
Cognetti (Borja), Jay Cook, Amanda
Diaz, David Duelks, Lindsey El
Koury, Katherine Frega, Jenny Hayes,
Doug Kehler, Glen Kurz, Andrew
Levy, Caitlin MacDonald, Sean Mack,
Chris Mattes, Kevin McCormack,
James
McKeon,
Michele
McLaughlin, Ken Miller, Mike
Murray, Chris Partelow, Jeff Perrella,
Adam Pizzi, Ethan Powell, Joclyn
Puschel, Alex Schmidt, Mike
Schwebel, Chris Tafelski, Pat Tuohy,
Boomer Wertheimer and Katie
Wertheimer have been involved
coaching their old WHS sports in
some capacity – varsity, jayvee, assistant or volunteer – over the past
few years.
Mamary recently added two of the
school’s all-timers as “volunteer
coaches” with the boys and girls basketball teams.
Jan Cocozziello (’04) is assisting
Daryl Palmieri and McKeon on the
boys team. During his playing career
at WHS, Cocozziello was Mr. Excitement as a football and basketball
standout, and also was exceptional in
track and baseball. Now he’s fistbumping players, as a flashy dressing
hoops helper.
Liz McKeon (’99) starred in field
hockey, basketball, softball during
her WHS days. She is helping out Joe
Marino with the girls team. Liz is one
of three girls in the 1,000-point club,
and also was quite a slugger for
Maggie McFadden’s softballers.
DID YOU KNOW?
Junior Cliff Ewing scored 37 points
in an 81-3 romp (not a typo) over
Cranford in 1914, and that stood as
the school’s single-game scoring
record for 48 years. In 1962 Dick
Myers scored 38 against Roselle Park.
The current one-game record is 43 by
Bob King against Rahway in 1963
(King also had 42 in a game against
Roselle Park that winter). Ewing’s
mark was tied by Terry Brady in
1948.
The thing that really stands out
about it is that Ewing set his mark 100
years ago. That was back when there
was a center jump after every basket,
and Ewing won most of those jumps.
It was also when WHS basketball
games were sometimes played at St.
Paul’s Parish House on East Broad
Street, and after the games there were
dances.
Ewing went on to captain the 1919
basketball team at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y. RPI, it
should be noted, also produced noted
pool shark Don Mokrauer (’63), who
is still active in the sport, as both a
player and official.
CAPTAIN FOR A NIGHT
Chris Campbell (’73), the best wrestler in WHS history and one of the

great wrestlers in the history of the
University of Iowa, was the No. 3
Hawkeyes’ honorary captain for Saturday night’s showdown with topranked Penn State at Carver-Hawkeye
Arena. With Iowa graduate Ashton
Kutcher and his girlfriend Mila Kunis
also in the house, the Nittany Lions
won 24-12.
WRESTLING UPDATE
The wrestlers were at Roselle Park’s
Panther Invitational last Saturday and
gave coach Glen Kurz a very special
highlight: all 11 varsity wrestlers
(regulars Vin DiFilippo and Kevin
Frega were out with injuries) won
their final match. The Blue Devils
had three champions: Johnny Fuller
(113 pounds), Matt Barber (145) and
Nick Velez (152); three thirds: Chris
Hoerle (106), Nick Kalimtzis (120)
and Cotter Spurlock (220); and five
fifths: Jack Miller (126), Kevin Miller
(132), Jarek Gozdieski (160), Devin
Anderson (170) and Tom Anderson
(285).
Edison’s Billy Povalac, the nephew
of former WHS assistant coach Steve
Povalac, won the 138-pound title and
was named the Outstanding Wrestler
at the John Goles Invitational at Warren Hills.
GIRLS BASKETBALL UPDATE
The go-go-go girls of Joe Marino
beat New Providence 57-48 Monday
in the championship game of Ridge’s
Len Sepanak Tournament. The 5-0
Blue Devils previously knocked off
Mendham and Linden, normally two
pretty solid teams. Juniors Jackie
Knapp and Lily Scott continued to be
the mainstays, scoring points, grabbing rebounds, handing out assists
and making steals like a couple of
Erin Millers. Sophomores Amalia
Montes and Olivia Luzzi contribued
12 rebounds against Mendham and
14 points in the title game.
HOCKEY UPDATE
Sean Cromarty is starting his third
year as the ice hockey coach at WHS.
While it’s his first high school coaching position, he is certainly no novice
in the sport.
A 2000 graduate of Upper Canada
College Preparatory School in
Toronto, where he team captain and
MVP in ice hockey, he also lettered in
baseball and lacrosse. A four-year
letter winner at Colorado College of
the Western Canada Hockey Association, his teams there played in three
NCAA tournaments and four WCHA
Final Five tournaments, winning in
2003.
After a stint with the Wheeling
(W.Va.) Nailers in the Pittsburgh Penguins organization, Cromarty became
a certified personal trainer. He also is
involved coaching the high-powered
Mid-Jersey Selects youth program,
located in Bridgewater.
His 2013 WHS team was 20-5-2,
tying the school record for wins in a
single season by the 2011 team. The
Blue Devils currently are 3-1-3 after
Saturday’s 4-1 win over Middletown
North. The loss was 4-1 to Summit,
and the ties came against Chatham, 00, Cranford, 1-1, and BridgewaterRaritan, 1-1. Junior Dan DoCampo
has been playing very well in the
nets.

MAKING THE STOPS...Raider senior Goalie Alex Montagna stopped all but
one of Colonia’s shots in a 2-1 win on December 23 at the Warinanco Ice Rink.

Raider Icers Top Colonia, 2-1,
Lose to Ocean Twp., Monroe
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider ice hockey team got a
taste of winning, notching a 2-1 win
on December 23 against the Colonia
Patriots, but it did not last long, and a
post holiday crash resulted in a 10-1
defeat to Ocean Township on December 26 and a 5-2 loss to the Monroe Falcons on December 27.
The Raiders’ record stood at 1-3-1
going into the three-game stretch and
the Icers were ready to start turning
things around and set the tempo for
the rest of the season. Looking to get
at least two wins, it started off well
with the Icers putting in a nice defensive effort against Colonia. Senior
goalie Alex Montagna turned aside
all but one of the Patriots’ shots and
Davey Leong was on fire, scoring
two goals.
The day after Christmas was not so
kind though as the Spartans scored
seven goals before the Raiders could
answer once to the Ocean goalie.

Three more Spartan goals forced the
Raiders had to swallow a tough 10-1
loss.
Looking to rebound, the Raiders
took on the Monroe Falcons the next
night and goals by juniors John
Bruckman and Leong tied the score
at 2-2 in the second. Two minutes
into the third period, the Spartans
forged ahead 3-2 then added another
with four minutes remaining. An
empty-netter at the buzzer gave the
Falcons their 5-2 win.
The Raiders will have a mountain
to climb to get back on the winning
track with their next games against
six state-ranked Summit on January
3 at Union Sports Arena at 4:10 p.m.
and the perennially strong Westfield
Blue Devils on Wednesday, January
8, at Warinanco at 8:30 p.m. Follow
the
Raider
Icers
at
w w w. l e a g u e l i n e u p . c o m /
spficehockey and all NJ high school
hockey at www.njhockey.org.
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Area stores that carry The
Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)
Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)
King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite
563 North Ave. (Leader)

Thursday, January 2, 2014

Page 11

Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES:
7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)
Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)
Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)
Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)
Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)
Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

All-State, Group, County
High School Sports Listing:
FOOTBALL:
Westfield: Offense — Eugene
Rawles (Group 5 Second Team,
Union County[UC] First), Dylan
Elliott (UC Second), Chris Hogge &
Dave Kane (UC Third) — Defense
— Chris Sweeney (Group 5 Second,
UC First), Joe Scaglione & Jackson
Simcox (UC Second)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Offense
— Rashan Gary (Group 4 Second,
UC Second *defense) Kevin Maxwell (Group 4 Third UC Second *defense)
Cranford: Offense — Rob
O’Shaughnessy (Group 3 & UC First)

& Mike Esler (UC Second) Dalton
Herzog (UC Third)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Alex
Livernois (UC First) Joe Dzuback
(UC Second)
GIRLS X-C:
Westfield: Team & Coach of the
Year (Thom Hornish) — Gabby
Stravach (Group 4 Third, UC First)
Natalie Marcotullio, Meghan
O’Dwyer and Gabrielle Brennan (UC
First) Erica Fischer & Anna Tanji
(UC Second) Charlie O’Brien (UC
Third)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Kaitlyn
Reilly (UC Third)

the Year & team ranked No.3 in state
— Abby Cook (All-State Third —
North 2 All-Around, vault, bars &
beam) Jenna Rizkalla (North 2 AllAround, vault, beam, floor) Hannah
Goldring (North 2 beam & floor)
Cranford: Alexandra Puryear
(North 2 bars)
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL:
Westfield: Kyla Rodrigues & Elena
Scarano (Group 4 Third & UC First)
Megan Mondan (UC First) Angela
Dorry (UC Second)
Scotch
Plains-Fanwood:
Adrienne Stack — Coach of the Year
— Brooke Enners (Group 3 Second,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADEPT AT SLEIGHT OF HAND...Cougar senior Mairead McKeary, right, was one of her team’s “Chief Thieves” in the
opening round game of the Cougar Classic against Kent Place on December 27.

McKEARY, PACE, DeMARS BECOME ‘CHIEF THIEVES’

Lady Cougar Cagers Muffle
Kent Place Dragons, 45-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (Late October 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-STATE SECOND TEAM IN BOYS CROSS-COUNTRY...Blue Devil senior Matt Luppino, left, has been selected
Second Team All-State and First Team All-Union County in boys cross-country.

John Oblachinski (UC First) Jack
McCaffrey (UC Third) — Defense
— Luke Christiano (Group 3 & UC
First) Rob DelSandro (UC Second)
Kevin Trotter (UC Third)
BOYS SOCCER:
Westfield: Alik Morgan & Zach
Shiel (Group 4 & UC First) Koryn
Kraemer & Mike Prosuk (UC Sec-

GIRLS TENNIS:
Westfield: Connie Wu, Julia
Criscuolo & Julia Morgan (UC First)
Caroline King (UC Third)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: Casey
Abramson (UC Third)
GYMNASTICS:
Westfield: North 2 Team of the
Year, Melissa Greenwald Coach of

UC First) Isabella Krempa & Shannon Riley (UC Second)
Cranford: Taylor Antoniewicz
(UC Third)
FIELD HOCKEY:
Westfield: Maria Tata (UC Second) Agatha Magierski (UC Third)
Cranford: Charly Hurley (UC
Second) Catherine Miller (UC Third)

Converting from not using hands
during soccer season to becoming
chief thieves played out very well in
a 45-8 Cranford High School girls
basketball team victory over the Kent
Place Lady Dragons in the opening
round of the Cougar Classic in
Cranford on December 27.
In fact rebounds took a back seat to
steals as the Cougars committed, at
least, 26 acts of thievery, and three
girls, who were members of last fall’s
very successful soccer team, seniors
Mairead McKeary and Hannah
DeMars, and sophomore Lindsey
Pace accounted for more than half of
them among the 10 Cougars, who
managed to get involved in the act of
thievery.
Due to the lopsidedness of the
score, McKeary scored all eight of
her points in the first quarter and
rested a large portion of the remainder of the game, along with the other
starters, to allow the entire bench to
see action. McKeary, who had two
assists, finished with four steals.
DeMars, who had two points and two
assists, swiped seven, and Pace pilfered three and added four assists.
Senior guard Kerry Wischusen fin-

WF’s Marcotullio Wins
800 at Drew Invtational

David B. Corbin (October 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY PLAYER OF THE YEAR...Blue Devil senior Karli Sottung, left, has been named Union County Player
of the Year and also received Coaches Association All-America honors in girls soccer.

ond) Jeremie Dedea (UC Third)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: James
Murphy (All-State, Group 4, UC First,
UC Player of the Year & All-America
honors) Mike Walsh (Group 4 Second, UC First) Justin Rodriques
(Group 4 Third, UC First) Dan
Korduba (UC First) Christian Zazzali
(UC Third)
Cranford: Andrew Gee (UC Third)
GIRLS SOCCER:
Westfield: Karli Sottung (UC
Player of the Year, All-America
Coaches Assn.), Hannah Liddy &
Judie McDonald (UC Second) Taylor Morgan (UC Third)
Scotch Plains-Fanwood: UC
Team of the Year — Alyssa Riporti
(All-State Third, Group 4 Second,
UC First) Tori Baliatico (Group 4
Third, UC First) Jodie Cornwell (UC
First) Katherine Cunningham (UC
Second) Kelly Yeager (UC Third)
Cranford: Mairead McKeary
(Group 3 Second, UC First) Hannah
DeMars (UC First) Siobhan
McGovern (UC Second) Alexa
Aldredge & Jenna Ellenbacher (UC
Third)
BOYS X-C:
Westfield: UC Team of the Year —
Matt Luppino (All-State Second,
Group 4 & UC First) Phil Edwards &
Matt Russo (Group 4 Second, UC
First) Ryan Siegel, Andrew Stockwell

Westfield High School seniors
Natalie Marcotullio and Gabby
Stravach finished 1-2 in the 800meters with respective times of
2:26.94 and 2:27.53, while Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Jessica
Banasiak finished sixth with a time of
2:31.98 at the Drew Invitational on
December 27.
Blue Devil Erica Fischer finished
fourth in the 1,600 at 5:35.06, Jenna
Helfand finished sixth in the 55-meter
dash at 7.81 and Hannah Hawkins
placed fifth in the high jump with a
height of 4-8. Raider Tori Baliatico
placed fourth in the 400 at 1:04.05.
The Raiders placed third in the sprint
medley 4:35.82 and Westfield finished fourth in the 4x400 at 4:33.41.
For the boys, Raider Ben Evans finished fifth in the 1,600 at 4:49.42 and
Quincy Sanchez placed sixth in the
55-hurdles at 8.42.

The Proven Professional

ished with five points and three steals,
senior guard Sarah Ross also had
three steals, two assists and five points,
and junior Erin Meixner added a pair
of steals and five points.
“We knew where to position ourselves and knew what they were they
were trying to do. It’s nice to know if
you go for a steal that your team is
behind you to cover up,” McKeary
said.
“They were very athletic and aggressive as soccer players, so it was
easy for them to make the transition.
They put themselves in the right po-

sition and knew when to make the
steals,” Cougar Head Coach Jackie
Dyer said.
Senior forward Carly Maucione
scored the game’s first two points,
which ignited a 16-1 run. Several
steals were converted to points. Mixing reserves with the starters, the
same process of converting steals to
points continued and the Cougars
easily won the second quarter to zoom
to a commanding 33-5, halftime lead.
By that time, 10 Lady Cougars managed to get into the scoring column
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

All-Union County Gymnastics
By Union County Coaches:
Teams: Westfield (W), Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP), Cranford (C),
AL Johnson (J), Summit (S), Union
Catholic (UC)
VAULT:
First Team: Jenna Rizkalla (W)
9.495, Kacie Bumiller (SP) 9.35,
Gina Ferdinandi (J) 9.345, Abby
Cook (W) 9.225, Casey Sciascia (C)
9.2, Alexandra Puryear (C) 9.12
Second Team: Alysia Lopez (S)
9.075, Amelia Paladino (SP) 9.075,
Jessica Keenan (W) 9.035, Hannah
Prieto (W) 9.03, Mae Devin (W)
9.005, Payton Wiese (J) 9.0, Hannah
Goldring (W) 8.99
UNEVEN BARS:
First Team: Cook (W), 9.325,
Puryear (C) 9.205, Abby Claus (S)
9.045, Devin (W) 8.995, Rizkalla
(W) 8.965, Abby Spector (SP) 8.735
Second Team: Prieto (W) 8.695,
Lopez (S) 8.62, C, Sciascia (C) 8.535,
Kailyn Grant (C) 8.515, Bumiller
(SP) 8.45, Ferdinandi (J) 8.45, Sterling Samdler (W) 8.37
BALANCE BEAM:
First Team: Cook (W) 9.46,
Rizkalla (W) 9.395, Puryear (C)
9.375, Goldring (W) 9.355, Claus
(S) 9.175, Jamie Bush (SP) 9.105

Second Team: Ferdinandi (J)
9.09, Devin (W) 9.075, Maddie
McNichol (SP) 8.935, Spector (SP)
8.9, C. Sciascia (C) 8.825, Wiese (J)
8.815
FLOOR EXERCISE:
First Team: Rizkalla (W) 9.405,
Goldring (W) 9.39, Devin (W) 9.28,
Bumiller (SP) 9.25, Ferdinandi (J)
9.25,Cook (W) 9.225, C. Sciascia
(C) 9.21
Second Team: Puryear (C) 9.155,
Claus (S) 9.135, Keenan (W) 9.065,
Spector (SP) 9.05, Noa Efron (S)
9.02, Wiese (J) 9.015
ALL-AROUND:
First Team: Rizkalla (W) 37.27,
Cook (W) 37.07, Puryear (C) 36.72,
Devin (W) 35.86, C. Sciascia (C)
35.65, Lopez (S) 35.62
Second Team: Ferdinandi (J)
35.616, Spector (SP) 35.54, Claus
(S) 35.5, Wiese (J) 34.93, McNichol
(SP) 34.73, Bumiller (SP) 34.42
HONORABLE MENTION:
Raeann Dalton (UC), Christana
Psyhojos (W), Sarah Goodyear
(Union), Emily Donohue (S),
Marissa DiBella (SP), Heather
Mullen (SP), Delaney Sciascia (C),
Morgan McAlister (W)

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2012
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 5th • 1-4PM

Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally
Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite
# 1 REALTOR - Total Production - 11 Years

Email: hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct: (908) 301-2015
Cell: (908) 938-9248

3 Cory Court, Mountainside, NJ

Search for
homes from
your cell phone!
Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

$1,100,000

Fabulous 5 BR, 3 full, 2 half bath Colonial built in 2009 on cul-de-sac street. Grand entry foyer
with sweeping open staircase, Formal LR, Formal DR with wet bar, Gourmet Center island
kitchen with walk-in pantry & breakfast room w/slider to deck; family room w/fplc. 9’ ceilings
1st floor; 1st floor Guest BR w/en suite bath; 2nd floor hall with double doors to balcony; MBR
Retreat w/WIC & private bath; convenient second floor laundry; LL w/rec. room & powder
room; 3 car attached garage. Close to NYC transportation, restaurants & shopping.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555
© 2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHAMPION AT 145-LBS...Blue Devil Matt Barber, left, defeated Panther Bobby Vail, 4-3, to claim the 145-lb title at the
Roselle Park Tournament on December 28.

EN ROUTE TO THE 113-LB TITLE...Blue Devil John Fuller, top, pinned Jonathan Silva of Hanover Park in 2:25 to win
the 113-lb crown at the Roselle Park Tournament on December 28.

Blue Devils Place Third, Panthers Take First at Roselle Park Holiday Wrestling Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

chance, I took it and took one home
for myself and for the team. It was a

the 145-lb semifinals and after a scoreless first period, he escaped and fol-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD AT 106-LBS...Blue Devil Chris Hoerle, left, placed third at 106-lbs at the
Roselle Park Tournament on December 28.

big pin too. I usually throw a bar, but
today I worked on finishing up halves.
I was looking for the half the whole
time to show myself that I could do it.

lowed up with a front head push and
spin around takedown. Then in the
third period, Barber added a twopoint nearfall via the “claw” to grab a

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

182-LB CHAMP...Roselle Park Panther Phil Woods, top, won the 182-lb title at
the Roselle Park Tournament on December 28.

Today it worked pretty well,” Fuller
said.
Barber faced Gene Angelo (HP) in
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004353
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013459-13
Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. AS
TRUSTEE ON BEHALF OF THE FOR THE
HOLDERS OF THE HARBORVIEW MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST MORTGAGE LOAN PASSTHROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-12
VS.
Defendant: JOSE C. ROJAS
Sale Date: 01/29/2014
Writ of Execution: 09/24/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Four Hundred Fifty-Four
and 35/100*** $438,454.35.
MUNICIPALITY: Borough of Fanwood
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State
of New Jersey
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 321 Terrill
Road
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 20;
Block 49
DIMENSIONS: 50 X 100
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Paterson Road
Beginning at a point on the center line of Terrill
Road, said point being distant 175.54 feet southeasterly from the intersection of the center line of
Terrill Road and the center line of Paterson
Road.
Pursuant to a tax search of 09/26/2013; 2012
Taxes: $8,411.79 Paid in Full; 2013 QTR 1
Taxes: $2,102.95 Paid; 2013 QTR 2 Taxes:
$2,102.95 Paid; 2013 QTR 3 Taxes: $2,218.20
Paid; 2013 QTR 4 Taxes: $2,218.20 Open due
on 11/01/2013; Sewer Account: included with
taxes; Property Maintenance Charge: 2013
$72.56 Open plus penalty.
(This concise description does not constitute a
legal description.)
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifty-One Thousand Six Hundred Eighty-Eight and 05/100***
$451,688.05 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
800 MAIN STREET
FIFTH FLOOR - SUITE 560
WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 01/02, 01/09, 01/16
& 01/23/14
Fee: $201.96

5-1 decision.
“They are not in as good condition
as we are. I tired him out in the first
period. Second period, I got out right
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004330
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-50801-09
Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: CHARLES HOLLANDER;
CLAUDIA HOLLANDER
Sale Date: 01/29/2014
Writ of Execution: 06/07/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Tewnty-Two
and 08/100*** $855,522.08.
The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 2119 Elizabeth Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot No: 21 in Block: 8902
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 80 x 100
Nearest Cross Street: Hetfield Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, municipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info: Taxes/
sewer/water may be delinquent - you must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.
Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if
any): None.
Total Upset: ***Eight Hundred Ninety-One
Thousand Twenty-Two and 32/100***
$891,022.32 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
“The Fair Housing Act prohibits “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, reilgion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in connection with any aspect of a residential real
estate transaction. Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practices of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
FILE NO: XCZ-129154
4 T - 01/02, 01/09, 01/16
& 01/23/14
Fee: $197.88

away and saw he was tired, so I
snapped him down and got out to the
side. The ‘claw’, I work that everyday in practice. I have the feel for it.
About 90 percent of the kids don’t see
it coming,” Barber said.
Barber’s championship bout was
with a familiar foe in Panther Bobby
Vail, who took a 2-0 lead with a firstperiod takedown, but Barber escaped.
Barber added another escape in the
second period to knot the score, but
Vail took a 3-2 lead with an escape in
the third period. Barber came back to
score a takedown with :08 remaining
to win, 4-3.
“He is an aggressive kid, so I knew
that I had to be more technical than
him. I know I am, so I just wore him
out and in the third period, I came
back. I kept my composure. I guess I
really didn’t open up until the end. I
was holding back. Once I started opening up, I got my takedown,” Barber
said.
Velez hit a double-leg takedown in
the first period of his 152-lb semifinal
bout with Anthony Oliveri (HP) then
controlled him throughout the entire
second period where in one instance
he pulled off a slick standing Navy
ride roll through. Velez added an escape to grab a 3-0 decision and a trip
to the finals to face Panther Pete
Hilburn, last year’s Union County
champ at that weight.
“He was the type of guy who comes
out in the first period and clubs on my
head, but I knew I had to stay calm.
That takedown, I just waited for it,
got patient. I didn’t want to rush any
shots. I rode him out and broke his
spirit. I took it move-by-move, didn’t
overdo it. The escape in the third
period really helped. I knew he had to
come at me hard to get a takedown,
but it was pretty sloppy,” Velez said.
Looking to his bout with Hilburn,
Velez said, “I wrestle everyone the
same. Just because I am wrestling
him, I am not going to change any-

thing. I am not going to change my
style for anyone.”

then after losing in the semis, he
placed third with a 35-second fall.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD AT 220-LBS...Blue Devil Cotter Spurlock, top, placed third at 220-lbs at
the Roselle Park Tournament on December 28.

Velez did wrestle a smart match
with Hilburn. After a scoreless first
period, Hilburn escaped to take a 1-0
lead. Velez escaped early in the third
then added a turn-in double-leg
takedown to win, 3-1.
“We knew each other this summer.
He is relentless, but I wasn’t going to
back down. [Takedown] It was big!
Me and him go back-and-forth. I don’t
think I ever got a takedown on him.
We always had the 1-1 or 1-0 matches,
so I got to his legs. It feels good,”
Velez said.
Blue Devil Chris Hoerle placed
third at 106-lbs when he used a tight
waist and arm bar to pin John Coyne
(Md) in 0:56. For third at 120-lbs,
Nick Kalimtzis recorded a takedown
and 3-point nearfall in the first period
then added a takedown and a reversal
before clamping Chris Aikens (P) in
5:07. At 220-lbs, Cotter Spurlock recorded a 1:36 fall in the quarterfinals

Blue Devil Jack Miller recorded a
3:23 fall over Arcelo Aponte (P) in
the 126-lb wrestleback. At 132-lbs,

Kevin Miller used an arm bar stack to
pin Jerrid Guarra (P) in 1:26. Jared
Gozdieski caught Chris George (P)
attempting to head hunt and pinned
him in 2:47 in the 160-lb wrestleback.
At 170-lbs, Devin Anderson recorded
a fall in 3:03 over his Mastery Charter
opponent and heavyweight Tom
Anderson won his wrestleback bout.
CHAMPIONSHIPS
106: — Gural (RP) d Leo Steranelli
(HP), 3-1
113: — Fuller (W) p Silva (HP), 2:25
120: — Lou Ramio (HP) md Andy
Santamaria (RP), 14-4
126: — Austin Nash (HP, Josh Gergich
(RP) d 4-0
132: — Anthony Cefalo (HP) p Declan
Patterson (Mo), 4:22
138: — Chris Bassolino (HP) d Joe
Fulinello (RP), 5-4
145: — Barber (W) d Vail (RP), 4-3
152: — Velez (W) d Hilburn (RP), 3-1
160: — Anthony Bassolino (HP) d Brian
Matthews (RP), 3-2
170: — Loevsky (RP) d Jameson
Wendel (Mo), 7-2
182: — Woods (RP) md Eti-ini Udott
(P), 10-2
195: — Ferdinando (RP) d Alexis
Villegas (MC), 5-3
220: — Donovan Mantone (Md) p Fred
Ruiz (MC), 2:24
Hwt: — Yanni Kostidakis (Md) p Tom
Hunt (HP), 3:38

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Cougar Matmen Get Second
At WRAL Invt’l Tournament
The Cranford High School wrestling team competed in the 42nd
Annual WRAL Invitational Tournament in Raleigh, N.C. this past weekend. The Cougars entered 12 wrestlers and finished second out of the
35 teams participating.
Prior to the tournament, the Cougars were given permission to run
their practice at the UNC Chapel
Hill Olympic Training wrestling
room, which would be a great experience for any high school wrestler.
Because the southern season
started so early a lot of the wrestlers
had close to 26 matches, which resulted in poor seeds for the Cougars.
This set the stage for many higher
seeded wrestlers to get toppled in
the pre-quarterfinals by Cougars. In
the end, three Cougars claimed
championships.
Junior Gavin Murray knocked off
two state placers on his way to capturing the 138-lb championship, 80. Freshman Tom Digiovanni
knocked off the top seed early at
113-lbs and went on to decimate the
remainder of his bracket taking home
the championship with a 1-0 victory. At 120-lbs, freshman Chris
Scorese pinned his way to the finals
where he won an exciting, 9-6, match
against a hometown favorite.

Freshman Anthony Capece lost a
tough match in the 106-lb semis but
wrestled back and dominated his
third place match, 20-11. Sophomore Niko Cappello lost a tough
match in the 160-lb semis and then
wrestled back to a third place not
giving up a single point in his final
match, 5-0
At 145-lbs, sophomore Andrew
Tompkins wrestled tough, winning
one match in overtime and bleeding
his way to a respectable sixth place.
At 152-lbs, senior Corey Birch
placed fifth putting a punishing, 91, victory on his last opponent.
All Cranford wrestlers wrestled
well and represented Cranford as
gentlemen and classy competitive
student athletes.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUEST TO POSSESS...Cougar Sarah Ross, center right, attempts to wrest the
ball away from a Kent Place Lady Dragon at the Cougar Classic.

Lady Cougar Cagers Muffle
Kent Place Dragons, 45-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

with Hannah Ross, Jessica Casale,
Megan Pringle and Cerys MacLelland
each also contributing two points.
Due to the huge point spread, the
pace of the game was geared down
in the second half, but the Cougars’ defense was still in high gear
and they won the third quarter, 8-0.
MacLelland, Maucione, Sarah
Ross, and Bela Speer each added
two points. Hannah Ross and Speer
each scored two points in the fourth
quarter.
“It’s nice to see them all play. They
work very hard in practice, and their
time out there will give them more

confidence,” McKeary said.
Sometimes with such a mismatch,
there may be a bit of a letdown in the
quality of play by the favored team.
“We haven’t seen them play. We
just went out there and played our
game,” McKeary said.
“There is a tendency to play down
to some teams. The girls did not play
down and they stuck to their game,”
Coach Dyer said.
“We had some very tough games
earlier and struggled, so the win was
nice,” McKeary said.
Kent Place
Cranford
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TAKING SECOND IN THE SOUTH...The Cranford Cougars entered 12 wrestlers in the WRAL Invitational Tournament
at Raleigh, N.C. and returned with three champions and a second-place among 35 teams this past weekend.
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Westfield: 11/18/13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MARATHON HERO...Senior guard Tommy Trotter, No. 1, rolled in the winning
lay-up to give the Cougars an 86-85 win in quadruple overtime.

Cougar Boy Cagers Rope
Mustangs in Quadruple OT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

5:28 on the clock. Less than two
minutes later, the Mustangs seized a
47-46 lead. A little later, Oblachinski
fed Trotter, who nailed a 3-pointer to
put the Cougars in front, 51-49, with
59 seconds remaining. Matt Ringel
drew a foul and sank both free throws
to send the game into overtime. During that quarter, the Cougars missed a
pair of free throws that could have
ended the game.
Trotter’s second 3-pointer at the
end of the first overtime yielded an 88 score, but the Cougars, once again,
struggled at the free throw line. The
second overtime appeared to be the
final one as the Cougars took a 68-65
lead. but Markowitz sank a 3-pointer
with 9.4 on the clock.
“There was a point, I think in the
second overtime, that I thought we
were going to win, but things happened and they came back,” Trotter
said.
The third quarter was mostly spent
at the charity line, and the Cougars
failed to capitalize as each team netted only four points.
“Yes! We weren’t hitting our free
throws. We must have been five for
20. That’s one thing we are going to
work on in all our practices,” Trotter
said.
The seesaw was banging at each
end throughout the fourth overtime,
but the Cougars hit four free throws

Blue Devil Cagers Nip
Par. Christian, 52-50
After a slow first quarter, the
Westfield High School boys basketball team awakened to defeat
Parsippany Christian, 52-50, in the
Len Sepanak Tournament in Basking Ridge on December 27. Dylan
Elliott led the 3-1 Blue Devils with
14 points, and Parker Hess netted
12, while Ben Schuman sank 10
points.

Raider Cagers Defeat
Franklin Boys, 66-53
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team
improved to 3-1 with a 66-53 win
over Franklin in the opening round
of the Keith Benovegno Memorial
Tournament in Scotch Plains on
December 27. Senior Jack Pollion
bucketed 30 points. Leo Ramos
sank 14 points.

and a lay-up to grab an 83-79 lead
with 38 seconds remaining. Calamity
struck within seven seconds when the
Mustangs hit two free throws then
immediately converted a steal to a
lay-up to knot the score.
Trotter was fouled again and sank
one of his two free throws, but the
Mustangs sank a free throw then drew
another foul with 6.3 seconds remaining sending Markowitz to the line. He
sank his first but missed his second.
Trotter took care of business from
there.
“I didn’t want to go through another overtime and I did not want to
lose. I had to finish it. I’m exhausted,”
Trotter said.
Marlboro
Cranford
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Mark Angelo to Lawrence and
Randy Schimer, 1059 Prospect Street,
$660,000.
Lester and Sarah Fliegel to Ronit
A. and Hayden M. Horowitz, 1061
Minisink Way, $880,000.
Edred V. and Yahyin G. Shen to
Yanchun Song and Chaowel Sun, 361
Orenda Circle, $808,000.
Andrew B. and Jody L. Weisman
to James C., Jr. and Lisa Barnacle,
710 Lawrence Avenue, $1,280,000.
Mary Tafuri to Cheryl L. Petroski,
34 Cowperthwaite Place, $405,000.
William Taylor and Clarissa Taylor, 210 Sinclair Place, $1,511,000.
Ronald J. and Mary M. O’Keefe to
Geoffrey M. and Morna A. Widell,
814 Standish Avenue, $800,000.
R and C Bounomo and V and J
Bounomo to Giovanni and Rafaelle
Mastroianni, 515 Kimball Avenue,
$600,000.
Marlene Goncalves to Welington
T. and Ione Soalheiro, 811 Wallberg
Avenue, $505,000.
Gregg D. and Beverly J. Gorman
to Anthony Malangone, 226 Baker
Avenue, $969,720.
Estate of Charles Hanson to Moira
Ceconi, 224 Prospect Street Unit 2b,
$318,000.
Fv Reo I LLC. to Kim Young, 732
West Broad Street, $330,000.
Lawrence Mone and Et Als to James
R. and Carol Ann Peterson, 561
Cumberland Street, $370,000.
Odessa Epps to Don and Mary
Villane, 633 Cumberland Street,
$370,000.
Madorma 401 LLC. to 401 South
Avenue LLC., 401 South Avenue
West, $2,000,000.
Cumberland Farms INC. to Raceway Properties LLC., 400 Central
Avenue, $1,200,000.
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Richard H. Bagger and Barbara J.
Laird to Bernadette Murphy and
Kristin Blanck, 813 Stevens Avenue,
$775,000.
William and Janet Savin to Vicki
Lynn Simpson, 820 Coolidge Street,
$760,000.
David and Kathleen Cetola to Eric
M. and Amelia S. Sarrazin, 628
Benson Place, $518,000.
Eric and Lori Rockmore to Nicholas J. and Morgan E. Daly, 413 Benson
Place, $860,000.
Grover L. Raynor and Karla Jones
Raynor to Darren Guy, 114 Gallows
Hill Road, $750,000.
Herbert L. and Ina Herman to Eric
J. and Christine C. Radlmann, 21
Manitou Circle, $562,500.
Jill A. Burd and Trustee Phyllis L.
Gladis to Novikov Brothers Properties LLC., 725 Willow Grove Road,
$595,000.
Frederick J. Tomkins to Stephen
and Adrienne Fried, 435 West Grove
Street, $437,500.
Joseph Goldstein and Michal
Cohen-Goldstein to Vishvesh and
Shona Mehta, 160 Harrow Road,
$965,000.
Robert B. and Elizabeth D.
Cagnassola to Jian Yang and Ning
Tong, 510 Montauk Drive, $650,000.
Estate of Gloria Bauer to Fox &
Fox Development, LLC, 616 Lehigh
Drive, $380,000.
Howard L. and Susan M. Good to
Mark and Yanetha S. Zelechowski,
112 Surrey Lane, $560,000.
Lynne Shapiro Brotman to Alexis
B. Campos, 7 Sandy Hill Road,
$590,000.
Estate of Gloria K. Taylor to Edward J. and Kara E. King, 115 Roger
Avenue, $450,000.

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

MINI ESTATE SALE

CNA classes start
mornings January 15th,
evenings January 8th.
CHHA, classes start
evenings January 20th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends January 12th.
High Success Rates
Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

Mini Estate Sale - Living Room, Dining
Room, Bedroom Furniture, Hand
Woven Area Rugs & misc. artwork.
January 4, 2014
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Swans Mill Lane
Scotch Plains, NJ
(908) 472-3045
Some pictures upon request.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Seeking experienced Line Cooks
for Private Country Club in Central
New Jersey. Minimum of 5 years’
experience in a fine dining club,
hotel or restaurant. Culinary school
graduate strongly preferred.
Must be proficient in classic and
modern cuisine terminology and
techniques. We offer health
benefits, paid vacations and 401K
plan. Only qualified applicants will
be considered. Email resume to:
jabril1114@aol.com
(908) 232-4141

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

EXPERIENCED LINE COOKS

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542

Probitas Verus Honos

51
51
85
86

Cougar Cagers Peel
West Orange, 47-43
The Cranford High School boys
basketball team rolled with a 16-7
fourth quarter to peel West Orange,
47-43, in the championship game
of the Cougar Classic in Cranford
on December 28. Junior Luke
Christiano banged a 3-pointer with
less than a minute left then added a
pair of free throws to seal the deal.
Christiano finished with 13
points. John Oblachinski, Tommy
Trotter and Mike Guarriello each
put in eight points. Jack McCaffrey
had four points.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Mayor and Council of the Township of Scotch Plains has changed the
time of their Reorganization-Conference
Meeting scheduled for January 7, 2014.
The meeting will begin at 5:00 p.m. for the
purpose of Executive Session – Contract
Negotiations and be held in the 2nd Floor
Council Meeting Room of the Municipal
Building and will be followed by the Reorganization Meeting at 6:30 p.m. to be held
in the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabilities. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 1/2/14, The Times
Fee: $21.42

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Drug or Criminal Charges?

BAILEY WINNER...During the 47th Annual Westfield High School Football
Banquet, Jack Kessler was presented with the Ray Bailey Scholastic Award by
Jack Ford of Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 of the American Legion in Westfield.
This award is given annually to the Senior Varsity Football player with the
highest grade point average. Jack also was awarded “Honorable Mention” all
conference. Jack Kessler’s dad, John Kessler, received the Ray Bailey Award in
1982 and his Uncle Fred Bailey received the Ray Bailey Award in 1980. Pictured,
from left to right, are: John Kessler, Mrs. Kessler, Jack Kessler, Legionnaire Jack
Ford and Commander Allan Betau.
PUBLIC NOTICE

Call Jon Bramnick
And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

PUBLIC NOTICE

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE, The undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance
with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following motor
vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department through
abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on January 8, 2014 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

The following vehicle may be examined at Franks Towing, 56 Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023, at 9:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:30 am.
MAKE
YEAR
Mercury Sable 1999

VIN NO.
1MEFM53S3XA626394

1 T - 1/2/14, The Times

MINIMUM BID
$1165.00

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk
Fee: $36.72

Goods & Services You Need
Removal
Junk - Scrap Metal - Appliance - Furniture

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Clean Ups
Construction Site - Business - Basement - Fall & Spring Yard
Home Moving - Storage Facility - Garage Sale - After Party
Garage - Attic - Home Sale & Real Estate - Light Demolition

Paul Casolaro

973-979-2288

email: paulcasolaro@gmail.com
Fully Insured
Union County

Free Estimates

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and
Snow Removal Services

908-756-0090 www.grimebustersnj.com
Free Estimates / Fully Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades
Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations
Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business
908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

30 Years
Experience

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com
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Excessive Presidential Power and Lack
Of Accountability of the Bureaucracy

LET THERE BE PEACE...The Westfield Lions Club honored Melissa Triolo, a
student at Roosevelt Intermediate School, on December 12 for winning the local
“Our World, Our Future” Peace Poster competition and representing the
Westfield Lions Club at the District 16E level. District 16E covers Lions Clubs in
Essex, Morris and Union Counties with a total of 40 Lions Clubs and 1 Lioness
Club. The theme of this year’s contest, which is sponsored by the International
Association of Lions Clubs, was “Our World, Our Future.” Melissa’s entry was
selected for its originality, artistic merit and portrayal of the contest theme.

Union County Deer Hunt
To Start Monday, Jan. 6
COUNTY — The Union County
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal has released details of its
annual Deer Management Program,
which will begin on Monday morning, January 6, in five Union County
parks and one municipal park.
Browsing for food by large numbers of deer has caused a loss of forest
understory in park areas throughout
the northeastern United States. The
overpopulation of deer threatens the
survival of the plant and animal communities that are important to the ecology of these parks.
Forest ecologists recommend a density of 20 deer per square mile in a
healthy hardwood forest and as low as
five per square mile in a forest that has
been heavily damaged by browsing.
Spotlight counts conducted by the
county in April, 2013, suggested 20132014 over wintering densities of about
53 deer per square mile in the
Watchung Reservation; 106 per square
mile in and around Ash Brook Reservation, and more than 200 per square
mile in and around Lenape and
Nomahegan Parks.
An analysis completed by the county
in 2011 showed that roads bordering
Lenape and Nomahegan Parks had
some of the highest numbers of deercar collisions in the county. At the
Hawk Rise Sanctuary in Linden,
overbrowsing by deer is threatening
the survival of hundreds of native
plants introduced with the recent construction of a boardwalk.
Since 1995, marksmen in the County
of Union’s state-regulated deer management program have reduced the
population of white-tailed deer in the
Watchung Reservation substantially. In
2005, hunting was initiated inAsh Brook
Reservation and in 2006 in portions of
Passaic River Park in Summit. Two years
ago, hunters harvested deer from Lenape
Park for the first time. In 2014, the
Lenape Park effort will be expanded to
include Nomahegan Park, and the county
will administer deer management in
Linden’s Hawk Rise Sanctuary as a
shared service.
The Watchung Reservation spans over
2,000 acres in Springfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Summit,
Berkeley Heights and Watchung. Lenape
and Nomahegan Parks cover over 480

acres of land in Cranford, Kenilworth,
Union, Springfield and Westfield. The
Ash Brook Reservation encompasses
667 acres in Scotch Plains and Clark.
The Hawk Rise Sanctuary includes about
45 acres of forest in the City of Linden.
The Union County Deer Management Program will operate on Mondays
from January 6 to February 5. In the
event of a holiday or inclement weather
on a Monday, the hunting activity will
be moved to Wednesday that week. If
Wednesday brings inclement weather,
the hunting will be moved to Friday.
Hunters will be in the parks from 5 a.m.
until after dark, but shooting may occur
only during daylight hours.
Thirty-eight marksmen have been
chosen by the county from among experienced, licensed hunters. More than
half of the hunters have previously participated in Union County’s program;
all are serving on a voluntary basis. The
hunters will be wearing orange hats or
vests and will hunt the deer from elevated positions, at least 20 feet up in the
trees, over baited sites.
The hunters may keep any deer carcasses that they harvest. About half of
the deer will be processed at a stateapproved butcher and the venison will
be donated to the needy and homeless
through the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey.
The deer management program will
be supervised by the Union County
Police and the New Jersey Division of
Fish and Wildlife. Anyone found hunting on any Union County park property outside the terms of this program
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent
of the law. Citizens observing any
such illegal activity are urged to immediately contact the Union County
Police at (908) 654-9800.
The public should note that these
parks will not be closed during the
deer management program; however,
portions of some roadways inside the
park may be closed for short periods if
necessary. Park patrons are urged to
stay on the marked hiking, walking
and bridle trails. Patrons also are urged
to keep pets restrained on a leash.
For information, go to
www.ucnj.org/deer or contact the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
789-3682.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-030123-13
FILE NO. 17467-13
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
CARLOS FUENTES; MRS.
CARLOS FUENTES, WIFE OF
CARLOS FUENTES; JOYCE
S ANGLIN, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which US BANK CUSTODIAN
FOR TLCF 2012A, LLC is the plaintiff and
CARLOS FUENTES, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-03012313 within thirty-five (35) days after January 2, 2014 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 101070, sold
on 6/9/2010, dated 6/11/2010, and was
recorded on 6/24/2010 in Book 12924 at
Page 298, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to EDISON TAX SERVICES LLC and subsequently assigned to
US BANK CUSTODIAN FOR LIENLOGIC
FUND I, LLC on 5/31/2011 and was re-

corded on 6/17/2011 in Assignment Book
1390 at Page 734 and subsequently assigned to US BANK CUSTODIAN FOR
LLF1-NJ on 11/21/2011 and was recorded
on 12/13/2011 in Assignment Book 1394
at Page 299 and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, US BANK CUSTODIAN FOR TLCF
2012A, LLC on 9/21/2012 and was recorded on 11/13/2012 in Assignment Book
1401 at Page 998. This covers real estate
located in PLAINFIELD, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 2
BLOCK 556 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
PLAINFIELD and concerns premises commonly known as 727 WEST 4TH STREET,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.
YOU, CARLOS FUENTES, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
YOU, MRS. CARLOS FUENTES, WIFE
OF CARLOS FUENTES, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to determine whether defendant CARLOS
FUENTES is married, and if married, the
name of CARLOS FUENTES’s spouse. If
CARLOS FUENTES is married, the plaintiff joins MRS. CARLOS FUENTES, WIFE
OF CARLOS FUENTES as a defendant for
any possessory or marital rights you may
have.
YOU, JOYCE S ANGLIN, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on July 9, 2001, Joyce S Anglin
entered a judgment against Walter T
Bethea d/b/a Home Remodelling & Repair
in the Superior Court of New Jersey as
Judgment No. DJ-192967-2001, in the total amount of $6,465.00. Said judgment is
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien. Upon
information and belief, Joyce S. Anglin
died intestate on March 1, 2006.
Decedent’s known heirs at law are Sonia
Anglin. Plaintiff hereby joins Joyce S Anglin,
her heirs, devisees and personal representatives and his, her, their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest and
Sonia Anglin as party defendants herein.
DATED: December 26, 2013
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/2/14, The Leader
Fee: $104.55

Above the grand staircase of the
University of Pennsylvania Law
School from which I was graduated
is the saying that the certainty of
the law is our truest defense. Lawyers depend on certainty in law that
they can wisely advise their clients.
The public and business depend on
certainty in law to know what to do.
Indeed Thomas Jefferson the author of the Declaration of Independence used the word “certain” as in
“certain unalienable Rights”. Not
rights that may exist or not exist
depending on executive, legislative,
or judicial whim.
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act lacks certainty
because by presidential and administrative fiat it has been changed in
essential ways without deliberation
and amendment by the Congress.
And often without any reasonable
notice or warning to the American
public, Congress, business, and the
insurance industry!
According to The New York Times,
major changes have been made in the
law in 2013. (“Jackie Calmes, “A
Year Of Changes to the Health Care
Law, December 21,2013, p. A13)
February 7. A one-year delay in
issuing rules to states for putting
into place a “Basic Health Program”
for low-income adults.
Spring 2013. A one-year delay to
providing workers with a choice of
health plans on the small business
marketplace.
July 2. A one-year delay in the
requirement that businesses with
fifty or more employees offer them
health insurance coverage or face a
penalty for not doing so.
September 26. A one-year delay
in the opening of the small-business marketplace.
October 23. A one-month delay
in the individual mandate sign-up
deadline of February 15, 2014 in
order to avoid penalties.
November 14. Insurers asked to
reinstate plans they cancel because
the plans to do comply with the
minimum coverage required by the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act.
November 22. An eight-day extension of the January 1, 2014 deadline to sign up for health insurance
policy coverage. A one-month delay of the 2015 health insurance
enrollment period to November 15,
2014.
November 27. A one-year delay
for online enrolment in the small
business marketplace whose rollout had already been delayed one

month.
December 12. Insurers urged to
give consumers more time to make
their first premiums for health insurance coverage that begins January 1, 2014.
December 15. Americans whose
policies have been cancelled will
be allowed to buy “catastrophic”
health insurance coverage and be
exempt from tax penalties for not
having health insurance in 2014. A
one-month extension for an expiring federal program for people with
cancer, heart disease, and other serious illnesses.
These important presidential and
administrative changes create great
uncertainty and confusion.
Administrative discretion in the
execution of a law does not include
discretion that fundamentally alters the law in question! Article II
Clause 1 states, “The executive
power shall be vested in a President
of the United States of America”.
Article II Clause 8 provides for a
Presidential oath of office that includes “I will faithfully execute the
Office of President of the United
States….” The intent is that the
President, any President, carry out
the wishes of Congress stated in the
legislation that he signs into law!
But there is an even larger issue.
Historian Arthur M. Schlesinger in
“The Imperial Presidency” in 1973
argued that the United States Presidency was out of control and that it
had exceeded constitutional limits.
A presidency becomes “imperial
when it relies on powers beyond
those allowed by the United States
Constitution”. There are three
branches of the Federal government
precisely to prevent the arbitrary
exercise and thus concentration of
power in any one branch.
Compounding the problem of excessive Presidential power is the lack
of accountability of the Federal bureaucracy with regulation making
that may be impractical if not impossible to challenge in a law court
or in the court of public opinion!
The United States Constitution
that we rightfully revere can only
do so much. As Dr. Schlesinger
argued, the “the vigilance of the
nation” is required to keep the exercise of Presidential power and authority within constitutional
bounds.
Government must be a collaborate effort, not the actions of one
branch of government!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Regrets Only Opens at
Westfield Community Players
WESTFIELD - Westfield Community Players continues its 20132014 season with the comedy Regrets Only by Paul Rudnick. The
show opens Saturday, January 11,
and runs weekends through January
25.
This comedy of Manhattan manners explores topics of marriage,
friendships and squandered riches.
The setting - a Park Avenue penthouse. The players - a powerhouse
attorney, his deliriously social wife
and their closest friend, one of the
world’s most staggeringly successful fashion designers. Add a
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12067-13
FILE NO. 16934-13
NOTICE TO REDEEM
MP RETIREMENT PLAN;
PLAINTIFF VS. STANLEY
VINCENT JADUS; MRS.
STANLEY VINCENT JADUS,
WIFE OF STANLEY VINCENT
JADUS; DEFENDANT(S)
TO: STANLEY VINCENT JADUS; MRS.
STANLEY VINCENT JADUS, WIFE OF
STANLEY VINCENT JADUS;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 24, 2013, the Superior Court Fixed February 7, 2014 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
CLARK, located at 430 WESTFIELD AVENUE, CLARK, NEW JERSEY 07066, as
the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:
LOT 18 BLOCK 42 on the tax duplicate
of CLARK. Total amount required to redeem tax sale certificate no. 10-00011 is
$41,615.35, together with interest from
October 31, 2013 and costs of $1,136.40.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/2/14, The Leader
Fee: $48.45

daughter’s engagement, some major gowns, the President of the United
States and stir.
The show is directed by Maurice
Moran of Rahway, produced by Sally
Brown of Westfield, and stage managed by Barbara Ruban of Springfield. The cast features Willliam
Chamis, Ed Faver and Leslie Ricci
from Roselle; Joan Hoffman from
Lebanon, Judy Wilson from Jersey
City and Marquerite Wurtz from New
Providence.
Continuing the opening night tradition, audience members are invited to a reception with the cast and
crew immediately following the final curtain.
The theater is located at 1000
North Avenue West, Westfield. Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for students (matinee only) and $10 for all
active military personnel, all performances.
Tickets can be reserved by
calling the 24 hour tape (908) 2321221
or
visit
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org
Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2014
TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2014 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m., the said meeting dates
being the following Thursdays, unless otherwise noted.
January 23, 2014
February 27, 2014
March 27, 2014
April 24, 2014
May 22, 2014
June 26, 2014
September 22, 2014
October 23, 2014
November 20, 2014
December 18, 2014

Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned
notice has been prepared and will be
posted, mailed and filed in accordance
with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act.
1 T - 1/2/14, The Leader
Fee: $29.58
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Holt Issues Statement on
NSA Reform Task Force
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th) on December 19
issued the following statement on the
recommendations of President
Barack Obama’s National Security
Agency (NSA) reform task force:
“Based on a preliminary reading of
these recommendations, some of the
reform proposals have merit and appear to be based on some requirements contained in my own legislation, the Surveillance State Repeal
Act (HR 2818). For example, the
review panel’s suggestion that the
U.S. government not subvert encryption standards is correct. However, it
cannot simply be a suggestion; we
need to bar the government statutorily from engaging in such activity, as my legislation would do.
“The panel also correctly notes that
federal judges reviewing government
surveillance requests need far greater
access to technical expertise to determine whether the government’s technological necessity claims are accurate. My legislation would mandate
the use of technologically versed ‘special masters’ to meet that need. I also
commend the panel for recommending the creating of an Office of Technology Assessment to provide advice
and support to an expanded and more
fully empowered Privacy and Civil
Liberties Protection Board. For years,
I have argued that Congress made a
huge mistake in defunding its own
OTA, which I still believe should be
revived to provide the Congress exactly the kind of technical and scientific advice the review panel proposes.
“I also note with approval the
panel’s recommendation that ‘the
U.S. government should examine the
feasibility of creating software that
would allow the National Security
Agency and other intelligence agencies more easily to conduct targeted
information acquisition rather than
bulk-data collection. That capability

was demonstrated in 1999-2000
through the THINTHREAD program
developed by then-NSA employees
Thomas Drake, Bill Binney, and Kirk
Wiebe — a program that was killed
internally at NSA in favor of the
infamous and failed TRAILBLAZER
program, as revealed in the unclassified portions of the Department of
Defense Inspector General report on
those programs. The President should
order the full declassification of that
DoD IG report so that the full Congress and the public understand how
critical it is for the NSA to undergo a
cultural sea change that promotes,
instead of stifles, innovation.
“However, I am troubled that other
proposals leave largely intact the
structures and assumptions that have
created the surveillance state in
America. While I welcome the recommendation that the contents of the
collected communications of Americans only be searchable by the government through a probable causebased warrant, I continue to oppose
the unnecessary collection and retention of such data generally. Storing
data on the servers of a non-governmental entity, as the task force recommends, would simply represent
an outsourcing of bulk collection,
not an end to it.
“Additionally, the panel’s recommendations leave largely intact the
current ‘reasonable suspicion’ standard for surveillance against Americans under the PATRIOT Act, falling
short of the Fourth Amendment’s
probable cause standard, which is
one of the founding principles of our
country. I will continue to fight for
that standard as the Congress debates
legislation to reform our surveillance
practices and bring them back in line
with our Constitution.”

Probitas Verus Honos

POPCORN
“Saving Mr. Banks”
Earns our Interest
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Because director John Lee
Hancock’s “Saving Mr. Banks” springs
from Disney, and is about the legendary impresario’s attempts to secure
the rights to P.L. Travers’s “Mary
Poppins,” I expected a frothy evening
at the Bijou. But the barely suppressed
tears that welled in my eyes as the
biographical significance of her classical children’s fable unfolded informed I was mistaken, and that’s a
good thing.
It is an intelligently cathartic exercise, delving into the author’s psyche
and amusingly creating a responsible
monograph on the trials and tribulations of adapting literature to film.
There is confrontation, synergy and
life-affirming,
sparks-flying
emotion…all coalescing into what
might be billed as the Great Battle of
Artistic Difference.
In this corner, representing the New
World, Walt Disney, the boy from
Missouri who made good by entertaining children on a colorful and
grandiose scale the likes of which
had never been seen before. In the
other corner, Mrs. P.L. Travers (nee
Helen Goff), transplanted AussieBrit, traditionalist par excellence and
defender of the sacred secret that lies
at the heart of her beloved belleslettres.
Tom Hanks and Emma Thompson
as the worthy adversaries, indefatigable combatants, each certain that
their raison d’etre is the right one,
thrust and parry with entertaining
aplomb. Hanks imbues his Disney
with a homespun, avuncular quality
that nonetheless never belies the fact
that there’s an innovative genius at
work here.
His philosophical antithesis, as conservative as he is pioneering, Miss
Thompson’s author has little patience
or respect for what she views as an
ostentatious, money-making kingdom of bad taste. She likes to take tea
and preserve things as they are. However, just as necessity is the mother of
invention, money is often the spur to
artistic compromise. Book sales and
their resultant royalties have dried
up, and there, just across an ocean
and a continent, a man with a mouse
beckons with a pen and a big bag of
American dollars.
Thanks to fine performances and
director Hancock’s astute hand, the
dichotomy, although drawn in the
usual, formulaic fashion, is complemented by excellent side business
and some searing flashbacks detailPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Zoning Board of Adjustment has changed its
meeting date from January 2, 2014, to
JANUARY 16, 2014 at the Municipal Building, Council Chambers, First Floor, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
The Reorganizational Meeting will begin
at 7:00 pm, followed by the Regular Meeting at 7:30 pm.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
Barbara Horev,
Secretery
1 T - 1/2/14, The Times
Fee: $15.30

ing the source of Mrs. Travers’s inspiration.
There’s some pretty tough stuff
here as little Helen Goff, not unlike
Francie, the future authoress in “A
Tree Grows in Brooklyn” (1945), has
the tragically bittersweet fate of adoring a father for whom the stars of
health and commerce can never quite
align. If it doesn’t cause you a reflection or two about your own Dad, I’d
check my pulse.
Of course, scrutinizing Mr. Hanks’s
portrayal, suspecting that the studio
would only portray its namesake in
the most positive of lights despite
assurances to the contrary, we are
naturally a tad on guard. But then,
how can you not admire the fellow
who made sure all your childhood
fantasies were beautifully exacted in
living color, and set to music in the
bargain? Even if he had only made
“Lady and the Tramp” (1955), I’d be
indebted.
Conversely, since only the literary
scholars among us will arrive at the
Bijou armed with much information
about the curmudgeonly author, there
is less circumspection of Miss
Thompson’s interpretation. On first
blush she is that crazy, proper British
nanny you never had…the one with a
heart of gold just one smidgen of a
scratch below the starchy surface. So
we grant her dispensation even before we learn the root cause of her
dyspeptic intolerance for any things
or ideas outside of her provincial
purview.
Yeah, we like ‘em both. Thus, we
are put in the emotional position of
being betwixt and between, rooting
for both dipoles to win. While we
know that est modus in rebus (there is
a mean to all things), the adult in us
fears that reality too often precludes
happy endings.
So you see, this job calls for the
child in us to intercede. As the story
flits back and forth from 1906 Australia to 1961 Hollywood, Mrs.
Travers reflects and Mr. Disney, who
eventually learns her true identity,
interpolates the deep sorrow troubling her soul ——essentially the
cause of her adamant resistance. To
wit, his inner child must talk to her
inner child. Perhaps our Congress,
while certainly petulant, might want
to try this more altruistic approach to
conciliation.
Innovatively divergent from your
typical Hollywood backstory, this is
smart and witty, but perhaps too sad
in parts for the under 13 crowd who
would be barred from seeing it without an adult anyway. And, as it is
cerebral and methodically paced,
those who haven’t yet been weaned
from the summer’s action flicks
might be disappointed to find that
“Saving Mr. Banks” has, alas, nothing to do with hostages and S.W.A.T.
teams.
…
“Saving Mr. Banks,” rated PG-13,
is a Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures release directed by John Lee
Hancock and stars Emma Thompson,
Tom Hanks and Annie Rose Buckley.
Running time: 125 minutes
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Honor Roll

Kaela Azzaretto, Kelly Bailey, Matthew Bartok, Caitlyn Basile, Felix
Baur, Ethan Berman, Megan Bertsch,
Sean Boley, Olivia Booth, Leah
Bremer, Jonathan Brennan, Nora
Brindle, Nathan Bryant, Pietro
Buontempo, Laura Jean Calcagno,
Jacqueline Callahan, Meredith Case,
Nicholas
Chermak,
Joseph
Colamedici, Samantha Colucci, Thomas Colucci, Duncan Cook, Madeline
Covington, Celine Crenshaw, Ellie
Curry, Jaden Damesek, Mia DiNardo,
Liam Dougherty, Christopher Duffy,
Carley Farella, Michael GallegoCarvajal, Charlotte Geary, Aidan
Gilman, Drew Glassman, Matthew
Grossman, Grace Gruters, Nicolas
Guerriero, Rachel Hamelburg, Elias
Hamlin, Katherine Harrington,
Rachel Harvey, Caitlan Haviland,
Genevieve Howell, Patrick Johnston,
Lauren Kamienski, Michael Kane,
Michael Kaveney, Jacqueline Kurtz,
Amanda Latowsky, Connor LaVelle,
Erica Lawrence, Samantha Leftheris,
Jasper Lemberg, Sofia Lemberg,
Aidan Lezynski, Brendan Loder, Matthew Loftus, Joseph Maldonado,
Nicholas Manganello, Fareda
Marzouk, Tyler Mastronardi, Ian
McCabe, James McCutcheon, Timothy McGann, Alexander McGrail,
Matthew
McIntyre,
Justin
Messerman, Wyatt Miller, Christopher Moran, Kate Murphy, Nicholas
Murray, Megan Neiswenter, Nina
Neumann, Jolie O’Brien, Jennifer
O’Connell, Ajay Olson, Alexander
Park, Karl Peter, Dayne Peterson,

Westfield Kindergarten,
First Grade Registration
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District will be registering children who will become
eligible for kindergarten in the
2014-2015 school year. The district also is interested in locating
children who have not attended the
Westfield Public Schools for kindergarten, but will enter first grade
in the fall.
“It is very helpful for the district
to have this information so that we
may effectively plan for every new
child,” stated Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan.
Parents may register children at
the following schools on the dates
and during the times indicated below by first calling for an appointment.
Kindergarten registration for all
children who are residents of
Westfield reaching the age of 5 on
or before October 1, 2014, will be
held at Lincoln School, 728
Westfield Avenue. Please call (908)
789-4455 for an appointment.
Daytime appointments on:
Wednesday, January 8, 9 – 11:30
a.m.; Thursday, January 9, 9 – 11:30
a.m.; Friday, January 10, 9 – 11:30
a.m.; Monday, January 13, 1 – 3
p.m.; Tuesday, January 14, 1 – 3
p.m.; Wednesday, January 15, 1 – 3
p.m.
Evening appointments on:
Wednesday, January 22, 6 – 8 p.m.;
Thursday, January 23, 6 – 8 p.m.
First Grade Registration for all
children who are residents of
Westfield reaching the age of 6 on
or before October 1, 2014 and have
not yet attended the Westfield Public Schools are as follows:
Please call to make an appointment to register your child at a
school listed below.
Franklin School – (908) 789-4591
Tuesday, January 7, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Franklin School – (908) 789-4591
Friday, January 10, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Jefferson School – (908) 7894490 Thursday, January 16, 8 a.m.
– 4 p.m.
McKinley School – (908) 7894555 Friday, January 17, 8 a.m. – 4
p.m.
Tamaques School – (908) 7894580 Wednesday, January 15, 9 a.m.
– 4 p.m.
Washington School – (908) 7894600 Tuesday, January 14, 8:30 a.m.
– 3:30 p.m.
Wilson School – (908) 789-4605
Thursday, January 23, 8 a.m. – 4
p.m.
First Grade Evening Registration
for all schools- Tuesday, January
21, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., will be held at
the Administration Building, 302
Elm Street, Room 106 on the first
floor. Call (908) 789-4420 for an
evening appointment at Elm Street.
Required information and forms
including Registration, Personal
Health History and Medical Record
forms are available on the district
web
site
at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/register .
They are also available at the
schools.
The requirements include: Birth
certificate with raised seal from the
Bureau of Vital Statistics; Proof of
residence (utility bill, tax bill, lease,
closing statement, voter’s registration); Proof of Immunization (most
recent record):
Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus vaccine (DPT Series) – four
doses with one dose given on or
after the fourth birthday, or any
total of five doses. Poliomyelitis

vaccine – three doses of oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) or enhanced
inactivated polio vaccine (IPV),
with one dose given on or after the
fourth birthday, or any four doses
spaced by a minimum of one month.
Rubeola (Measles) vaccine – two
doses given on or after the first
birthday separated by at least a
month, or laboratory documentation of immunity. Rubella (German
Measles) vaccine – one dose given
on or after the first birthday, or
laboratory documentation of immunity. Mumps vaccine – one dose
given on or after the first birthday
or laboratory documentation of
immunity. Hepatitis B vaccine –
three doses or laboratory documentation of immunity. Varicella vaccine – one dose of varicella vaccine
on or after the first birthday or proof
of disease or immunity is required
for children 19 months of age or
older who attend a child care center
or are entering kindergarten or first
grade.
Please note: State law will not
permit any child to be admitted to a
public school unless immunizations
have been completed and documented by an M.D., D.O., or Nurse
Practitioner, specifically indicating
a day, month and year administered.
Entry Physical Examination Required: Only one entry examination is necessary on admission to
Kindergarten or first grade (pre-K
physical may be the entry physical). A five year physical exam is
recommended.
For Pre-Kindergarten Students
age 3 or older, you must present a
physical exam, personal health history, and the above immunizations
(age appropriate) record including:
Pneumococcal Vaccine: age 2-11
months, two doses; age 12-59
months, one dose; Influenza Vaccine: age 6-59 months, one dose to
be given between September 1 and
December 31 of each year in preschool; Haemophilis B age 2-11
months, 2 doses; age 12-59 months,
one dose.
Should parents have any questions about the registration process,
call one of the schools. In the event
of a delayed opening or school closing due to inclement weather, registration for that day will be rescheduled.

Zachary Peterson, Olivia Pierce,
Mikayla Pinto, Nicole Player, Paige
Radice, Michaela Ramos, Charles
Riley, Kendall Robertson, Anna
Ronk, Chloe Root, Julia Rubel, Lea
Rudow, Christopher Rule, Jade
Salazar, Jacob Saltzer, Julia Salvato,
Nicole Scheuermann, Jillian Schimer,
Theodore Schoenfeld, Jack Sharkey,
Jai Sharma, William Shepherd,
Madeleine Sherry, Olivia Shields,
Alexandra Spiezio, Alexandra Sumas,
Mia Sutton, Tomas Taaffe, Juan Thompson, Sofia Toglia, Lauren Triarsi,
Leonidas Tsirigotis, Carson Turner,
Grace Urbano, Taylor Venturino,
Daniella Vollaro, Aine Wall, Lauren
Wang, Briana Whitman, Rebecca
Wolfe, Claire Yamano
Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Yara Assadi, Thomas Beck, Nicholas Bond, Emma Bopp, Chloe Brown,
Eric Brunt, Matthew Canabarro,
Michael Canabarro, Cara Condodina,
Eve Crandall, Andrew Dazzo, Steven
DiMaria, Nicole Dispenza, Katharine
Encinas, Charlotte Fountain-Jardim,
Chelsea Frisch, Greta Frontero, Jason Glickstein, Kathryn Gonzalez,
Ava Graham, Deanna Hanchuk,
Owen Heim, Yenteen Hu, Sara Isser,
Brendan Kane, Julia Kuhn, Ava
Lehavi, Ethan Manning, Allison
Mattessich, Timothy McAuliffe,
Melina
McDevitt,
Maggie
McDonald, Kenneth Meyer, Benjamin Mizrach, Catherine Moore,
Catherine Moriarty, Olivia Morrison,
Mark Natiello, Sydney Nigro, Christopher O’Connor, John O’Hern, Thomas Omberg, Sydney Paoletti, Stuart
Pollock, William Rackear, Kayla
Rinn, Abby Rothenberg, Casey Ryan,
Jordan Sacher, Caroline Salemy,
Harry Schlenger, Lindsey Sharlow,
Daniel Shenker, Lauren Singer,
Gianna Slusher, Luke Spellman,
Giovanna Aguiar Sternberg, Caroline
Stockwell, Graham Studwell, Stefan
Sujanthakumar, Rollins Terry, Lucas
Toglia, Nicholas Weiner, Mira Yang,
Elliott Zornitsky
Honor Roll
Connor Abrams, Michael Alpizar,
Leah Andrews, Yallen Bai, Harrison
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W-H Students Attend Model
United Nations Conference

Roosevelt Intermediate School — First Marking Period
Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Justin Almendral, Caitlin
Amman, Ireland Applegarth, Griffin Aslanian, Joseph Beatty,
Samantha Bebel, George Burke,
Matthew Cafiero, Kyle Campanello,
Aiden Cascio, Jeremy Cha, William Collins, Avery Conrad, Theo
Dardia, Emma Downer, Rebecca
Dunaief, Anne Friel, Jack
Gambello, Francis Gialanella, Maya
Grantz, Jared Greenspan, Lauren
Greenspan, Emma Hamilton,
Brianna Hatch, Nathan Hefner,
Caroline Hendrix, Emma Herber,
Corinne Herz, Brian Hinkel, Adam
Holtzman, Catherine Jennings,
Georgiana Katsingris, Meghan
Kobrin, Marie Koglin, Christian
Kreusser, Sarah Landriau, Matthew
Leone, Kevin Li, Ava Luzzi, Ava
Maurillo, Lillian Maz, Erin Mc
Donald, Mary McHugh, Olivia
Miedrzynski, Timothy Miller, Luke
Mizus, Natalie Nolan, Colleen
O’Connor, Matthew Paden, Julia
Plawker, Jackson Price, Vaughan
Price, Amanda Pyle, Bridget Quinn,
Mara Rao, Emily Reddy, Bridget
Reinhard, Abigail Riordan, Julia
Romano, Sean Root, Julia Sackett,
David Sherwood, Mary Joy Sidhom,
Tucker Siegel, Caroline Steiner, Savannah Stewart, Matthew Su, Carlee
Swanson, Keeley Thompson, Andrew
Zanfagna
Honor Roll
Samantha Addis, Dylan Alfano,
Stephanie Alpizar, Austin Arabatzis,
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Bailey, Ethan Bandelli, Matthew
Barmakian, Margaret Bergin, Cory
Billings, Grace Blake, Emily Boll,
Natalie Bond, Miles Brancatella,
Julian Bryen, Julia Buoscio, Ryan
Burns, Liam Campanile, Grace Cash,
Matthew Cetlin, Jessica Chicola,
Thomas Cugno, Christopher
Culhane, Madeline Davis, Jonathan
DeDomenico, Matthew Doyle, Frank
Duggan, McKenna Edmondson, Jake
Engelke, Drew Ferriss, James Fritz,
Jessica Fritz, Samantha Fritz, Carson
Gama, Kadin Goldin, Andrew
Gorelick, , Molly Greenberg,
Josephine Greenwood, Evan Gruters,
Hunter Hagan, Stephen Handzy,
Olivia Harrison, Zoe Hays, Kaeley
Hazard, Daniel Hoerle, Tyler
Hoffmann, Luke Hunziker, Jiana
Ingrassia, Matthew Jones, Caroline
Kay, Sydney Keenan, Justin Kelly,
Will Kieselstein, Michael Knapp, Eric
Knauss, Linus Koglin, Tate Kronick,
Abigail Lafemina, Christopher Lambert, Samuel Lamchek, Audrey
Leonard, Emma Levitt, Jordan
Lipkind, Haley Luerssen, Kaitlin
Mackin, William Magnanini, Keira
Mangam, Christopher Marner, Nadia
Matin, Hannah Mayer, Julian
Mazzola, Olivia McElheny, Patrick
McIlroy, Joshua Mendelson, Noelle
Mesbah, Matthew Meusel, Laura
Meyer, Evelyn Miller, Matthew
Mineo, John Morris, Olivia Mueller,
Brooke Murphy, Ophelia Murray,
Haley Mykytka, Samuel Outten,
Leigh Papadopoulos, Nikita
Paranjape, Gianna Parsekian, Madison Pena, James Petrovcik, ,
Katherine Pink, Nina Pitre, Catherine
Posyton, Hailey Priscoe, Eric Reid,
Jessica Ripperger, Lucille Ritter, Julia
Roth, Daniel Russo, Molly Ryan, Paul
Sawina, Noah Schwartz, Vraj Shah,
William Sherry, Whitney Shyposh,
John Sickles, Connor Smith,
Mackenzie Smith, Andrew Stahl,
Timothy Storms, Joshua Stryker,
Ryan Toal, Kayla Tupper, Tessa
Verga, William Walsweer, Mark
Walter, Leo Warsh, Alex Wendel,
Devin Wendel, Amanda Wisniewski,
Jacob
Wornow,
Kimberly
Zimmermann

EDISON — In an effort to plan
for the future of their world, 23 members of the Model United Nations
club from The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School (W-H) in Edison spent three
days confronting the challenges of
sustainable development. The conference took place from December
5-8 at the Heldrich Hotel on the
Rutgers University New Brunswick
campus. The trip was chaperoned by
Tom Gilbert and Debbie Clifford.
Students participated in many different committees ranging from The
Assembly on Disarmament and International Security, The International Atomic Energy Agency, The
Commission on Science and Technology for Development, The United
Nations Environment Program, and
much more. The theme of the conference this year was “Sustainable
Development” and students debated
on many issues pertaining to this
topic including nuclear energy, urban development, food security, resource efficiency, ethics of modern
warfare and the digital divide.
During long days and far into the
nights, students listened, argued, debated, and eventually voted on issues that could potentially shape their
world. Students learned a great deal
about the inner workings of the UN.
The W-H students compiled an
overall debate score of 41/50, which
is one of the highest scores our school

has ever received.
“I was amazed at not only the
large number of students that wanted
to go on this trip but also the wide
variety of the group in terms of age,
experience, and interests,” Divya
Mehta of Edison said. “I think it
really goes to show that Model UN
is for anyone who cares about the
world around them and is interested
in making a difference. Speaking to
many of the students afterwards, it
was apparent how much they had
learned and what a great time they
had doing it. We can’t wait to go to
more conferences later this year.”
Other W-H students who attended
the trip were Liam O’Connell of
Plainfield, Cliff O’Brien of
Sayreville, Aryan Vavila of
Bridgewater, Nidhi Sharma of
Edison, Ayan Ahmed of Scotch Plains,
Aditya Dalal of Scotch Plains, Prem
Patel of Edison, Jonathan Trilleras of
Plainfield, Sara Begalman of Scotch
Plains, Amruth Alluri of Edison,
Yousaf Razvi of Somerset, John
Houston of Plainfield, Jordan Rose
of North Plainfield, Andrew Park of
Westfield, Yumna Naqvi of South
Plainfield, Shreya Sinha of Edison,
Samantha Anastasiou of Scotch
Plains, Shareef Ibraheem of
Piscataway, Raphael Genty of Scotch
Plains, Andrew Dumont of Westfield,
Abdur Sajid of Carteret and Claude
Djan of Scotch Plains.

MODEL UN...Members of the Model United Nations club from The WardlawHartridge School in Edison spent three days confronting the challenges of
sustainable development. The conference took place from December 5-8 at the
Heldrich Hotel on the Rutgers University New Brunswick campus.

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL
Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses
Westfield Campus
January 9, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.
February 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
510 Hillcrest Avenue
908-233-7447
FEEDING THE HUNGRY…Students at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield came together to provide over 1,600 bagged lunches to St. Joseph’s
Social Service Agency in Elizabeth during the month of December. Classes
held a friendly competition to see which class could provide the most lunches
each week, with the winners earning an extra half hour of recess for their
efforts. Toni Redman’s fourth graders won the first week, followed by Kathy
Dibble’s second grade class, and finally, Beth Billing’s fourth graders,
pictured, who made 125 lunches during the final week.

Scotch Plains Campus
January 15, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.
January 23, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.
1390 Terrill Road
908-322-4652

MLK Essay, Poetry, Art Contest Underway
WESTFIELD – The Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield this month provided to
Westfield’s public and private schools,
information regarding this year’s contest for students in the writing of essays
and poems, and creation of art, for the
celebration of Martin Luther King Day
on Monday, January 20, 2014.
This year’s contest is planned to
include elementary, middle, and high
school students, and is centered on
the theme: “Fifty Years After ‘I Have
a Dream.’”
Pickup of students’ submissions
from participating schools will conclude on Friday, January 10, and con-

test judging will take place on Saturday, January 1, at the Westfield Community Center on West Broad Street in
the morning.
Prizes for contest winners will be
awarded at the 2014 Commemorative
Service for Dr. King, scheduled for
Monday, January 20, at 1 p.m., at
Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El, 756
East Broad Street.

Please RSVP to Lorie Zimmer at 908-233-7447
or lzimmer@christopheracademy.com
Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade
Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com
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Contemporary Art
Group to Exhibit
At Gallery U
WESTFIELD — Gallery U Boutique in Westfield will be presenting a
special exhibition of artwork by members of the Contemporary Art Group
(CAG). An opening reception will be
held on Thursday, January 9, from 6-9
p.m. The exhibition will remain on
display until February 6, 2014. Sales
from the exhibit will benefit the gallery’s
mission.
Participating artists include
Francesca Azzara, Millicent K. Brody,
Virginia Carroll, Michael Endy,
Maryann Ficker, Diane Gallo, Maxine
King, Howard Levine, M. McCraryAnderson, Linnea Rhodes, Sharon
Sayegh, Dorothy Siclare, Rosalia
Verdun, Kerri Ann Wandlass and Gail
Winbury.
The Contemporary Art Group is a
non-profit, collegial organization of
working artists who meet on a regular
basis at Watchung Arts Center and exhibit their work together. CAG is a
supportive group where there is mutual
respect among members, where members exchange ideas, provide information about exhibit opportunities, and
share their own artistic development.
More information about Contemporary Art Group may be found at
contemporaryartgroup.org.
The primary goal of Gallery U is
to provide a place for people with
traumatic brain injuries to work on a
daily basis in order to generate an
income, build their self-esteem and
participate in vocational training. All
gallery sale profits goes towards the
gallery rent, the clients’ pay and the
purchase of art supplies for artists
with disabilities. Additional information about Gallery U Boutique
may be found atgalleryu.blogspot.com.
Gallery U is a collection of contemporary art spaces with locations
in Westfield, Royal Oak, Mich. and
Bethlehem, Pa. The Westfield gallery is located at 439 South Avenue.

SPECIAL EXHIBIT...Gallery U Boutique in Westfield will be presenting a
special exhibition of artwork by members of the Contemporary Art Group.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Image courtesy of Peter Ambush

THE ORIGINAL…Artist Peter Ambush of the duCret School of Art in
Plainfield will demonstrate airbrush painting at the next meeting of the
Westfield Art Association. the meeting will be held in the Community Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield from 1 –
4 p.m. on Sunday, January 19, 2014. The meeting is handicapped-accessible
and open to the pubic free of charge. “Star-Trek The Original Series,” above,
is an acrylic on board airbrush painting by Mr. Ambush.

Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation Presents Snarky
Puppy at the Union County Performing Arts Center
RAHWAY –the Union County Performing Arts Center will host Snarky
Puppy featuring an evening of an
infectious mixture of jazz, funk, and
world music on Wednesday, January 8, 2014 at 7 p.m. at Hamilton
Stage.
Tickets are $15 for general admission; $10 for students and seniors.
Student and senior discounts are only
available through the Box Office.
Snarky Puppy is truly a different
kind of Musical Animal: a thunder-

ous, creative New York powerhouse
of keyboards, guitar, bass, drums,
percussion, trumpets/flugel and sax
playing an infectious mixture of jazz,
funk, and world music.
The evening is presented by the
Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation.
Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
Rahway. for more information on
this event an upcoming shows, visit
www.ucpac.org. For tickets call the
Box Office at (732) 499-8226.

LOSE 20 TO 40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

GUARANTEED
Watch the Video

www.thintechweightloss.com
DOCTOR SUPERVISED

Call Today
to schedule your
personal evaluation
(908) 376-6062

No Drugs

We absolutely
Guarantee you
will lose 20 or
more pounds in
40 days or less

No Exercise

No Hunger
No Pre-Packaged Foods
Lose weight and keep it off
. . . FOR LIFE!

New Cerf
Technology
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TROTTER MAKES WINNING LAY-UP AT THE BUZZER, OBLACHINSKI 13 REBOUNDS, 17 POINTS

Cougar Boys Rope Mustangs in Four OT Marathon, 86-85
Trotter’s second 3-pointer at
the end of the first overtime
Quadruple overtime! Who
yielded an 8-8 score, but the
would have “thunk” it? With his
Cougars, once again, struggled
team trailing by one point, senior
at the free throw line. The secguard Tommy Trotter grabbed a
ond overtime appeared to be the
rebound after a missed lay-up
final one as the Cougars took a
attempt, dribbled the full length
68-65 lead. but Markowitz sank
of the court and rolled in a lay-up
a 3-pointer with 9.4 on the clock.
as time ran out to give the
“There was a point, I think in
Cranford High School boys basthe second overtime, that I
ketball team an emotionally
thought we were going to win,
Story on page 9
charged 86-85 victory over the
but things happened and they
of The Westfield Leader
Marlboro Mustangs after four
came back,” Trotter said.
overtime periods in the opening
The third quarter was mostly
round of the Cougar Classic in
spent at the charity line, and the
Cranford on December 22.
Cougars failed to capitalize as
“I have never ever played a
each team netted only four points.
game that long,” commented
“Yes! We weren’t hitting our
Trotter.
free throws. We must have been
Trotter, who also had seven
five for 20. That’s one thing we
assists, scored half of his 22
are going to work on in all our
points in the overtime periods,
practices,” Trotter said.
and senior forward John
The seesaw was banging at each
Oblachinski, who grabbed eight
end throughout the fourth overof his team-leading 13 rebounds
time, but the Cougars hit four free
in overtime, finished with 17
throws and a lay-up to grab an
points and five assists. Mike
83-79 lead with 38 seconds reGuarriello netted 20 points and
maining. Calamity struck within
pulled seven rebounds. Cameron
seven seconds when the MusKutzer had five points and five
tangs hit two free throws then
rebounds. Luke Christiano scored
immediately converted a steal to
eight of his 14 points in overa lay-up to knot the score.
time, Jack McCaffrey sank six
Trotter was fouled and sank
points and Jack Schetelich added
one of his two free throws,. but
two points.
the Mustangs sank a free throw
The Mustangs sank eight 3then drew another foul with 6.3
pointers, all but one in regulaseconds remaining sending
tion, and junior guard Kenny
Markowitz to the line. He sank
LaRocca sank four of them. Jushis first but missed his second.
tin Markowitz bucketed three 3Trotter took care of business from
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
pointers and led the team with
there.
24 points. Big man Matt Ringel, MARATHON GAME...Cougar Mike Guarriello, No. 3, keeps close tabs on a Marlboro Mustang during the Cougar
“I didn’t want to go through
who led his team in rebounds, Classic in Cranford on December 27. The Cougars pulled out an 86-85 victory in quadruple overtime.
another overtime and I did not
want to lose. I had to finish it. I’m
lead to 39-31 with a few minutes front, 51-49, with 59 seconds exhausted,” Trotter said.
See & Subscribe at
remaining in the third quarter, remaining. Matt Ringel drew a Marlboro
11 11 17 12 51
goleader.com/ballyhoo
but Guarriello and Oblachinski foul and sank both free throws to Cranford
13 8 17 13 51
both hit 2-pointers and Trotter send the game into overtime.
OVERTIME:
During
that
quarter,
the
Cougars
Submit commentary and items for publishing.
8 9 4 13 85
l'ennemi du journaliste missed a pair of free throws that Marlboro
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com
Cranford
8 9 4 14 86
could have ended the game.
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ballyhoo

put in 13 points.
“They were hitting a lot, especially that number 11, but we
settled down and covered him,”
Trotter said.
The Cougars won the first quarter, 13-11, and all of their points
were accompanied with assists.
However, the Mustangs were
making headway with multiple

steals. The Mustangs continued
their success with thefts and also
nailed three 3-pointers to win
the second quarter, 11-8, to take
a slim, 22-21, lead at the half.
“They were getting the steals
early. They were reaching a lot,
but the refs weren’t calling them,”
Trotter said.
The Mustangs stretched their

banged a 3-pointer to close the
gap to 39-38.
The emotional seesaw teetered
more in the fourth quarter and
the Cougars grabbed a 44-42 lead
with 5:28 on the clock. Less than
two minutes later, the Mustangs
seized a 47-46 lead. A little later,
Oblachinski fed Trotter, who nailed
a 3-pointer to put the Cougars in
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADEPT AT SLEIGHT OF HAND...Cougar senior Mairead McKeary, right, was one of her team’s QUEST TO POSSESS...Cougar Sarah Ross, center right, attempts to wrest the ball away from a Kent
“Chief Thieves” in the opening round game of the Cougar Classic against Kent Place on December 27. Place Lady Dragon at the Cougar Classic.

McKEARY, PACE, DeMARS BECOME ‘CHIEF THIEVES’; WISCHUSEN ADDS THREE STEALS

Lady Cougar Cagers Muffle Kent Place Dragons, 45-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Converting from not using
hands during soccer season to
becoming chief thieves played
out very well in a 45-8 Cranford
High School girls basketball team
victory over the Kent Place Lady
Dragons in the opening round of
the Cougar Classic in Cranford on
December 27.
In fact rebounds took a back
seat to steals as the Cougars
committed, at least, 26 acts of
thievery, and three girls, who
were members of last fall’s very
successful soccer team, seniors
Mairead McKeary and Hannah
DeMars, and sophomore Lindsey
Pace accounted for more than
half of them among the 10 Cou-

gars, who managed to get involved in the act of thievery.
Due to the lopsidedness of the
score, McKeary scored all eight
of her points in the first quarter
and rested a large portion of the
remainder of the game, along
with the other starters, to allow
the entire bench to see action.
McKeary, who had two assists,
finished with four steals. DeMars,
who had two points and two assists, swiped seven, and Pace
pilfered three and added four
assists. Senior guard Kerry
Wischusen finished with five
points and three steals, senior
guard Sarah Ross also had three
steals, two assists and five points,
and junior Erin Meixner added a
pair of steals and five points.

“We knew where to position
ourselves and knew what they
were they were trying to do. It’s
nice to know if you go for a steal
that your team is behind you to
cover up,” McKeary said.
“They were very athletic and
aggressive as soccer players, so
it was easy for them to make the
transition. They put themselves
in the right position and knew
when to make the steals,” Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.
Senior forward Carly Maucione
scored the game’s first two
points, which ignited a 16-1 run.
Several steals were converted to
points. Mixing reserves with the

Probitas Verus Honos

starters, the same process of
converting steals to points continued and the Cougars easily
won the second quarter to zoom
to a commanding 33-5, halftime
lead. By that time, 10 Lady Cougars managed to get into the
scoring column with Hannah
Ross, Jessica Casale, Megan
Pringle and Cerys MacLelland
each also contributing two points.
Due to the huge point spread,
the pace of the game was geared
down in the second half, but the
Cougars’ defense was still in high
gear and they won the third quarter, 8-0. MacLelland, Maucione,
Sarah Ross, and Bela Speer each
added two points. Hannah Ross
and Speer each scored two points
in the fourth quarter.

“It’s nice to see them all play.
They work very hard in practice,
and their time out there will give
them more confidence,” McKeary
said.
Sometimes with such a mismatch, there may be a bit of a
letdown in the quality of play by
the favored team.
“We haven’t seen them play.
We just went out there and played
our game,” McKeary said.
“There is a tendency to play
down to some teams. The girls
did not play down and they stuck
to their game,” Coach Dyer said.
“We had some very tough
games earlier and struggled, so
the win was nice,” McKeary said.
Kent Place
Cranford

1 4
16 17

0
8

3
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JUNE
Cranford

The township committee approved an amendment to the 2013
municipal budget that pared expenditures enough to reduce the
municipal property-tax increase
from 2.8 percent to 2 percent.
An independent report commissioned by the Township Committee found that there was no conflict of interest in Phil Morin’s representation of Cranford on the
Lehigh Acquisition site plan hearings relating to 555 South Avenue
or the Birchwood Avenue/Cranford
Development Associates affordable-housing litigation.
Union County was set to begin
significant roadway rehabilitation
along an 1,100-foot section of
Centennial Avenue, which would
be widened in an effort to reduce
traffic congestion. The portion of
the roadway to be widened by up
to 10 feet is between Wall Street
and the Lehigh Valley railroad
overpass.

Garwood

Borough council members decided not to pursue litigation
against a proposed townhouse
development in Westfield along
the borough’s western border,
determining the result – even if
successful – did not warrant the
cost. Borough Attorney Bob
Renaud said a lawsuit challenging
a zoning variance that allowed a
more densely populated project
on Grandview Avenue between
Myrtle and Spruce Avenues in
Westfield would likely not be winnable in court.

JULY
Cranford

Union County College officials
said construction of a new $14million student services building
on the Cranford campus would
begin in May of 2014 and take 12
to 18 months to complete.
The township committee decided

Sports, Humor and Commentary

erties for the price buyers are whether Casale Industries and the
willing to pay, according to Mayor old Garwood Paperboard plant
meet the criteria to be declared as
Patricia Quattrocchi.
areas in need of redevelopment
Cranford
The township committee wel- under the state’s Local and Redecomed Gary Merwede, Douglas velopment Housing law. The decPetschow and Matt Seitz as new laration is needed before the borappointees to its fire department ough can rezone the property.
Parents and guardians of
and promoted Lt. Daniel Thorn to
the rank of captain. Mr. Merwede Garwood teenagers who attend
will represent the third generation Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ)
of his family to serve the depart- High School voiced their concerns
ment while Mr. Petschow and Mr. overcrowding on school buses.
Seitz both will be second-genera- After changing from a three-bus
system to just two, teenagers attion Cranford firefighters.
tending ALJ have complained to
their parents that the buses are
SEPTEMBER
more crowded, though none are
Garwood
over the maximum capacity of 54
Borough council members students.
agreed to prepare resolutions diCranford
recting the planning board to conThe
planning
board passed a
duct redevelopment studies on
Garwood
the virtually abandoned industrial resolution to recommend the ComThe borough council announced sites on North and South Avenues. plete Streets program be considit would investigate privatizing gar- The study, proposed by Council- ered by the township committee.
bage pickup and conducting a man Bill Nierstedt, will determine The recommendation followed a
borough-wide property reassessment, sparking an array of responses.
Council members introduced a
$170,000 bond ordinance to purchase a new dump truck, plow and
spreader to replace a 28-year-old
vehicle.
not to go forward with the formation of a charter study commission
to examine new forms of government.
Dreyer Farms was approved by
a unanimous vote by the
township’s zoning board of adjustment to tear down the existing
farm stand and single-family residence on its property and to build
a single two-story structure to
house its retail operations.
A proposed development on Centennial Avenue was approved by
the planning board by a 7 to 1 vote
on July 17. The multi-use subdivision will consist of a commercial
space on the first floor and five
one-bedroom apartments on the
second floor, all yet to be rented.
A two-family home existed on the
lot.

AUGUST
Garwood

New Jersey

The borough council held a special meeting to pass a resolution
awarding a special service contract, in the amount of $12,500, to
Hatch Mott MacDonald of Millburn
for additional soil testing of the
new athletic field complex.
Tax Assessor Annmarie Switzer
recommended against re-evaluating property values, arguing the
action carried a high risk of increased county taxes without providing much benefit to the municipality or its taxpayers.
The owners of the virtually abanPaul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
doned industrial sites on North 13-07-11: WATER BREAK...The Cranford Canoe
Club’s annual Fourth of July
and South Avenues were so far canoe race drew a large crowd of participants who were eager to get in the water
not interested in selling their prop- in order to beat the heat.

presentation by Rebecca Hoeffer
of Cranford and Ranjit Walsia, a
planner from Clark, who said the
program would make Cranford
more convenient for motorists,
pedestrians, bicyclists and public
transportation riders.

OCTOBER
Garwood

Council members asked Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud to investigate the plausibility of an ordinance requiring property owners
to remove a building’s foundation
within a set time period after the
structure has been declared uninhabitable and razed. The matter
stemmed from properties on Second Avenue and Center Street
being destroyed by fire in the past
year. Both have been leveled to
the foundations but have remained
dormant since their destruction.
The athletic field complex will be
ready for use by the last week of
April, nearly a year after it originally was scheduled to be open,
the borough council was told.
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli, the
board’s liaison to the project, made
the announcement, saying he had
been presented with a calendar of
stage-completion dates by builder
Flanagan’s Contracting Group.
Loss of order interrupted the
Garwood candidates’ debate. Three
candidates —incumbent Republican Jim Mathieu, Republican Mike
Martin and independent Democrat
Bruce Paterson — had gathered to
debate at The Pointe apartment
complex’s clubhouse. The candidates were competing for two open
seats on the borough council.

Cranford

The director of the Office of Business and Economic Development
for the township, Kathleen Miller
Prunty, led a discussion with the
planning board that focused on
the future of the downtown. She
said the downtown should ideally
attract empty-nesters and 20- to
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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30-year-olds in order to thrive. To
attract this population, she said
the downtown should become a
place to socialize, and should have
public spaces that are welcoming
and have cultural activities.
The township committee approved an ordinance setting increases in fines each time a retail
food establishment fails a health
inspection. The new law was necessitated, according to Commissioner Kevin Campbell, by several
recent instances in which local
restaurants failed their annual inspections multiple times.
Westfield Regional Health taxes,
balancing the budget, the township committee form of government and the importance of hiring
a township administrator were the
questions at hand at the township
committee candidates forum,
sponsored by the Union Area
League of Women Voters and
Cranford Jaycees. Democrats Kelly
Howard and incumbent Kevin
Campbell and Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Robert D’Ambola
faced off for the two open seats on
the township committee.

NOVEMBER
Garwood

Republican Councilman James
Mathieu was re-elected to a second term along with Republican
Michael Martin, who will take the
council seat currently filled by
Steven Blaufeder.
Union County Interim Executive Superintendent of Schools
Kathleen Serafino was to fill a
seat on the Garwood Board of
Education after the November
election failed to produce a candidate willing to serve on the board.
According to the borough clerk,
Bruce Paterson, who ran an unsuccessful write-in campaign for
borough council, received nine
votes for school board. Under
state law, only one vote is needed
for a write-in candidate for the
board of education to win if there
are no other write-in candidates.
Mr. Paterson, a regular attendee
at council, school board and
county freeholder meetings, de-

clined to serve when the clerk
contacted him.

Cranford

Republicans Mary O’Connor and
Bob D’Ambola defeated Democratic incumbent Kevin Campbell
and his running mate, Kelly
Howard in the race for two seats
on the township committee.
The township committee announced it had hired Terrence
Wall as its new township administrator, replacing Joseph
Hartnett who announced his resignation in August. Mr. Wall
served North Arlington for six
years as administrator before taking the post in Cranford.
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Regional

Additional charges were filed
against the Union Township man
accused of murdering his girlfriend. In addition to first-degree
murder, Matthew Ballister III was
charged with first-degree felony
murder, first-degree kidnapping,
two counts of second-degree desecration of human remains, and
single counts of second-degree
burglary, second-degree hindering apprehension, third-degree
criminal restraint, third-degree
hindering apprehension and thirddegree making terroristic threats
in connection with the October
death of April Wyckoff of Cranford.

Residents Oppose Morin
As Cranford Town Attorney
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — In advance of
the township committee’s vote
at yesterday’s reorganization
meeting, residents spoke at a
special committee meeting Monday night against the appointment of Phil Morin as township
attorney, a position he held in
2012. Daniel McCarthy is the current township attorney.
Mr. Morin is a partner at Florio
Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader LLC,
and also serves as Union County
Republican chairman, and is a
former Cranford mayor. Republicans took over as the majority
party on the five-member committee on January 1st.
“There is speculation Phil Morin
will be appointed township attorney. I would like to voice my
opposition to this move. I think
he is too closely tied to the developers. I remind you that he was
the attorney for Woodmont when
they went to develop the
Birchwood Avenue property a few
years back and was also involved
with them with 555 South Avenue,” resident John Hrebin said.
Request for proposals (RFPs)
for a new township attorney were
published at the end of Novem-

ber and there were three law
firms that supplied credentials
for the position, Mayor Thomas
Hannen Jr. said. “Those three
are in consideration,” he said.
Resident Liz Sweeney also opposed Mr. Morin’s appointment
and asked the committee to “get
an opinion from the local finance
board” before making the appointment.
“He forced Cranford Crossing
on us,” resident Frank Krause
said in his statement opposing
Mr. Morin’s potential appointment
as township attorney. “He forced
a $7.5-million debt in a parking
garage nobody wanted.”
“I urge you not to hire Mr. Morin
as our township attorney,” Planning board member Rita LaBruto
said.
She said Mr. Morin has pleaded
guilty to four of five counts in an
ethics violation in Bergen County.
“The town has spent over $2
million on this lawsuit… If you
hire Mr. Morin you are hiring the
firm that financed the lawsuit
against us at 555 (South Avenue),” planning board member
Rita LaBruto said.
In other business, Kenneth
DeRoberts, acting chief financial
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW LEADER…Andis Kalnins, who was appointed Cranford Township
mayor, was sworn into office by Senator Tom Kean, Jr., while his wife, Joanne;
sons, Michael and Patrick, and daughter, Caitlin, look on.

Kalnins Appointed Mayor at
Cranford Township Reorg.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Commissioner
Andis Kalnins was appointed
township mayor, and Commissioner Lisa Adubato was appointed deputy mayor ,Wednesday during the township
committee’s reorganization
meeting. In addition, newly
elected Commissioners Robert
D’Ambola and Mary O’Connor
took their oath of office, replacing commissioners Ed O’Malley
and Kevin Campbell. With their
November victory, Republicans
now hold a 4-1 majority on the
governing body this year.
“We have made a lot of progress
over the last two years. We have

many challenges ahead of us and
we need to continue to balance
the services we need and want
with the cost to provide them,”
Mayor Kalnins said. “We need to
insure that our community is safe
through healthy police and fire
departments,” Mayor Kalnins said
in his remarks. “We need to improve our roads, our downtown
and Centennial Village, and public buildings, while at the same
time, not creating unbearable
debt. We will get to where we
want to be through planning and
implementing plans in a responsible manner. We will implement
and codify a master plan, which
was approved in 2009; we will
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Residents Oppose Morin
officer, went over a series of
capital improvement authorizations that have balances that the
township committee voted to
cancel and be returned to a general fund. The ordinances go back
to 2000. Many were attached to
matching grants that have since
expired and are no longer available, Mr. DeRoberts said.
Mayor Hannen had expressed
his reservations with canceling
the authorizations. “My concern
is once it is gone it isn’t coming
back,” he said. He asked if the
township committee in 2014
would look at this and re-appropriate the funds.
Downes Tree Service Co. was
awarded the contract to de-snag
the Rahway River in Cranford at
the bid of $200,600. T.R. Weniger
was awarded the contract to desilt the river at the bid of $146,980.
The committee also approved
$9,000 for engineering services
fee in connection with the inspection/repair of the Kanuska
Passage Pedestrian Tunnel.
The township committee went
into a closed session to discuss a
legal matter with Cranford Development Associates, contractual matters in connection with
2014 professional services, and
a collective bargaining matter
and personnel matters involving
the fire department and 2014
appointments to committees,
boards and commissions.
Barbara Krause, a member of
the tree preservation commission,
said the township has a variety of
trees available to plant on residents’ front yard properties and
interested residents can contact
the public works department.
Ms. Krause also inquired about
the upgrade of the PSE&G substation on North Avenue and construction to happen at Union
County College.
Ms. Krause also inquired about
the repair of the broken marble
base of the flagpole at the Post
Office plaza.

Ballyhoo

Kalnins Appointed Cranford Mayor
put together a five-year road
maintenance program, as well
as a longer term debt management system.” He also spoke
about continuing to appeal the
Birchwood development and
working to gain federal funding
for flood control.
Ms. Adubato was appointed
commissioner of finance, Ms.
O’Connor was appointed commissioner of public safety, Mr.
D’Ambola was named commissioner of public works/engineering, and Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.,
who was mayor last year and is
now the lone Democrat on the
committee, was appointed commissioner of public affairs.
Mr. Kalnins also was appointed
as a member to the planning
board.
Diane Dabulas was appointed
township attorney for one year

at a yearly fee of $60,000. She is
a partner at Rogut McCarthy. At
Monday’s township committee
workshop meeting, residents
voiced their opinion against appointing attorney Phil Morin to
the position.
Lavona Patterson was appointed chief financial officer for
a four-year term.
The township committee approved a resolution offering employees the option to forego health
insurance for a cash incentive. The
employee would receive 25 percent or $5,000, whichever is less,
of the amount saved by the township because of the employee’s
waiver of health insurance.
The committee also authorized
a temporary 2014 township budget of $7.95 million, and a temporary Swim Utility Fund of
$456,000.
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Lawrence Ditzel, Sr., 89, Was Plumber;
Active In Squad, Scouts, Lions, Masons
Lawrence F. Ditzel, Sr., 89,
passed away on Saturday, December 28, 2013, at home.
Born in Cranford, he lived in
Garwood for many years.
A plumber, Mr. Ditzel had been
a partner in R&D Plumbing and
Heating of Garwood. He was a
member of the Lions Club for 25
years and a Lions Representative. Larry was a member of
Azure-Masada Club, F&AM of
Cranford for 50 years. He also
had been a member of the
Garwood First Aid Squad, a
Webelos and a Boy Scout leader,
and had helped construct the
gazebo at the Garwood Little
League field. He was an Army
veteran of World War II.
Larry was predeceased by a
son, Kurt; a daughter, Kathy,

and a great-grandson, Kevin.
Surviving are Katherine D.
(Ehrnholm) Ditzel, his beloved
wife since December 13, 1947;
three devoted sons, Larry and
his wife, Velma, Gary and his
wife, Joyce, and Mark; four loving grandsons, Larry III and his
wife, Shawn, Raymond, Keith and
Christopher; and one beloved
great-grandson, 11-year-old Jason.
Services will be at 10:30 a.m.
on Friday, January 3, at the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West in Cranford. Interment will be at Rosedale Memorial Park in Linden.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Wounded
Warriors, 370 7th Avenue, Suite
1802, New York, N.Y. 10001.
January 2, 2014

Fla. Teen Charged In
False Bomb Threat

COMEDY BENEFIT...A special comedy fundraiser to benefit Garwood PBA
Local No. 117 was held December 5 at Crossroads, located at 78 North Avenue in
Garwood. The event featured Michael Winslow, The Dumb Kids In the Back and
Jerrold Benford. Over 120 attendees came out to support the cause, and $1,000 was
raised for the Garwood Police Department that night. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Comedian Joe Carney from The Dumb Kids In the Back, presenting a $1,000
check to Officer John Wright of the Garwood Police Department, and Crossroads
owner Lee Frankel. Mr. Carney was to be featured at another benefit at Crossroads on Thursday, January 2, for the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Union County.

KENILWORTH – A Florida teenager has been charged with making a false bomb threat against a
Kenilworth residence earlier this
year, acting Union County Prosecutor Grace H. Park announced
Monday.
Complaints of threatening to
discharge a destructive device,
making a false report of planting
a bomb or explosive, issuing a
false police report, fraud, and
other offenses were filed by the
Seminole County Sheriff’s Office
against the 16-year-old defendant, whose name is being withheld due to his age.
The date was July 21, 2013
when the Kenilworth Police Department received a 911 call via
Skype, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Susan
Gleason, who assisted Florida
authorities investigating the case.
The person making the threat,

whose voice was modified during
the call, claimed to be a 19-yearold resident of the 600 block of
Newark Avenue in Kenilworth and
threatened to kill two of his
younger siblings and blow up his
home, Ms. Gleason said.
Responding police found a 19year-old resident at the home and
took him into custody, but quickly
determined that he had not placed
the threatening call – the victim
did not even have any younger
siblings, and no one else was home
at the time. Using phone and
Internet records, investigators
later managed to trace the call to
a residence in Florida and identified the 16-year-old as a suspect.
The emergency response to the
false bomb threat resulted in
expenses exceeding $7,000, and
the juvenile defendant, if convicted, is expected to be ordered
to pay restitution.

