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CF Planning, Zoning Bds.
Hold Joint Workshop Mtg.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning and
zoning boards held a joint work-
shop meeting Wednesday.
Township Zoning Officer Robert
Hudak led a discussion about
the role of the zoning board of
adjustment and the planning
board.

Mr. Hudak brought up topics
such as land use regulations,
the jurisdiction of each board,
the application process and the
master plan.

“The only entity that has the
power to zone is the State Legis-
lature,” Mr. Hudak said. “The
state gives the power to munici-
palities.”

Most of the discussion was on
the power of the zoning board.

“The zoning board is a more
powerful board of the two be-
cause they look at use,” Mr.
Hudak said.

He discussed the municipal land
use law and gave an example of
the powers the zoning board has
in granting variances.

He also explained the different
c and d variances.

The applicant has to present
enough evidence to prove they
need a variance relief, Mr. Hudak
said. “You gotta make the appli-
cants work for it,” he told board
members.

A financial hardship is not a
hardship that the applicant can
use, he said. He explained that a
c variance can come before the
planning board if there is a site
plan or subdivision associated
with it. “It is really up to the
board to solicit questions [of the
applicant],” Mr. Hudak said.
Should an application require an
escrow, automatically the zon-
ing officer hires a planner to re-
view the application and attend
the hearing, Mr. Hudak said.

“You have to be careful when

imposing conditions,” Mr. Hudak
said.

He handed out a general guide
to the master plan, which con-
sists of overall objectives and a
statement of the township’s guid-
ing principles, policies and ob-
jectives for its physical, economic
and social development. A new
master plan should be reviewed
every 10 years, he said.

The township currently is re-
viewing its master plan, he said.
The planning board has the sole
responsibility to adopt or amend
the master plan.

Crane-Phillips Plans
Irish-American Event
CRANFORD — The Cranford His-

torical Society will present “Meet
Mary Elizabeth” with Christine
Glazer this Sunday, March 2, from
2 to 4 p.m. at The Crane-Phillips
House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue in Cranford.
The program will begin at 2:15
p.m.

Attendees will learn about
Cranford’s 19th-century Irish-
American history through the
tales of the Phillips family house-
keeper, “Mary Elizabeth.” From
land developers to servants,
Irish-Americans made significant
contributions to the early days
of Cranford. Ms. Glazer will
present this history in a lively
conversational style.

Admission will be free. To re-
serve a seat, call the Historical
Society’s office at (908) 276-
0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Establ ished in 1928, the
Cranford Historical Society, a
non-profit organization, is dedi-
cated to the preservation and
perpetuation of Cranford’s his-
tory. For more information, visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Everyone knows that this has
been a tough winter. As the
Garwood Council liaison to the
Streets, Roads and Ecology (SRE)
Committee, I have been ex-
tremely proud of the job that the
seven staff members of the De-
partment of Public Works have
done in keeping our streets and
public sidewalks free of snow. As
with any unusual climatic event,
however, there have been some
unwelcome consequences. The
purpose of this letter is to ask
Garwood residents for your input
for future change.

I am of the firm opinion that
every driver knows when he/she
is entering/leaving Garwood dur-
ing snow season. One of the ben-
efits of a small town is that our
staff is able to repeat street snow-
plow passes many more times
than in larger towns. Our ordi-
nance requiring vehicle owners
to remove their vehicles from
streets to allow curb to curb plow-
ing keeps our streets cleaner.
We have, however, experienced
difficulties. Repeated snow-
storms have forced the plows
farther from the curb. Cars left
on roads have resulted in tickets
for the owners, but the cars re-
main buried in snow, resulting in
snow extending into streets. Gar-
bage cans left in streets over-
night force plows farther out.
These actions have resulted in
the creation of narrower lanes,
making it almost impossible to
traverse when cars are parked
on the street.

As property owners we are re-
quired to shovel our sidewalks
within 24 hours of a snowstorm,
and most residents do, but not
everyone. While this lawbreak-
ing action also results in tickets,
the snow/ice remains on the side-

walks. Corner property owners
are required to make two-foot
wide pathways to the street; not
everyone does. Snowplows have
created piles of snow at corners,
making opening these paths very
difficult. The piles get high, po-
tentially blocking corner visibil-
ity. And, if the snow freezes, as it
did in the last storm, removal
makes it virtually impossible if
not done in a timely manner.

The Borough/DPW staff not
only has responded as described
above, but also removed snow
mounds on narrow streets such
as Anchor and Winslow, and Wil-
low Avenue. They have removed
the snow at all corners where
crossing guards are stationed.
The trade off for these extra
tasks is that this removes staff
from completing other jobs, and
it creates overtime pay needs
(tax dollars).The borough is also
running out of places to dump
the snow. Off-street parking has
been obtained for those who
have no access to their own
parking. But this situation is NOT
permanent. We have purchased
a larger vehicle which – upon
delivery – will be able to assist
greatly in snow plowing. The
police department also puts out
numerous advance warnings
over the Internet and via loud
speaker to residents giving ad-
vance warning of storms and
storm required actions.

What other actions should we
take? Should we ask residents to
get to know their neighbors (like
in the old days) and set up a
camaraderie that will result in
neighbors letting neighbors park
in their driveways, and helping
neighbors remove snow even if
its past their own property lines?
(Maybe this could help at leaf

Councilman Seeks Input From Public
On Garwood Snow Removal

Local Letters to the Editor

raking time too?) Should we
amend the law to prohibit resi-
dents from putting garbage cans
in streets when snow is predicted?
Should we start towing vehicles
from streets? Should we pur-
chase land for temporary park-
ing of vehicles and as snow
dumps? Should we hire more
staff and purchase more equip-
ment? Jim Mathieu and I from
the SRE committee do not pre-
tend to have all the answers. We
may not be able to implement all
of your thoughts, but we ask you
to please contact us so that we
can make positive changes for
the betterment of all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Garwood Dems to
Attend Devils Game
As Club Fundraiser
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Democratic Club has obtained
a group rate for 25 tickets for
the New Jersey Devils hockey
game versus the Florida Pan-
thers at 7:30 p.m. at the Pru-
dential Center in Newark on
Monday, March 31.

The club is offering the tick-
ets for $50 each, and that price
includes a $10 food card. This
is not a political event, and is
being organized as a fundraiser
for the club. If 50 tickets are
sold the club will be able to
walk down to the ice after the
game and get a group picture
taken.

 Four additional $10 food cou-
pons are available and the club
is proposing to pick four names
out of a hat and give one each
to four lucky winners.

Those interested in going to
the game are asked to call Bill
Nierstedt at (908) 654-8586
and let him know how many
tickets they want or need.
Checks should be made pay-
able to the Garwood Demo-
cratic Club.


