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CF Considers Pay Stations;
Budget Meetings Next Week

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee, at its workshop
meeting on Monday night, de-
cided to amend an ordinance
regulating noise before intro-
ducing it at the regular meeting
on Tuesday evening. The com-
mittee also heard a proposal
from the police department on
ordering new pay stations for
the downtown municipal lots and
received a copy of proposed
changes to the land use regula-
tions in the township’s master
plan.

The proposed noise ordinance
was scrapped when committee
members took issue with some
of the new regulations. Commit-
tee member Lisa Adubato said,
“I don’t want to fix something

that’s not broken.”
Police Lieutenant Edward Dav-

enport gave a presentation on
replacing parking meters in the
downtown municipal lots in fa-
vor of pay stations and said they
would pay for themselves in less
than a year. He said right now
there are 26 meters. He pro-
posed adding 18 pay stations, at
a cost of $275,753, or replacing
them all at a cost of $462,982.

“The cost would remain at 25
cents per half hour,” Lieutenant
Davenport said. The motorist
would pay at the pay station and
receive a receipt as proof of
payment, he said.

“The committee has time to
think about this before the in-
troduction of the capital bud-
get,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLANNING AHEAD...The Cranford planning and zoning boards held a joint
workshop meeting on February 16, at which time Township Zoning Officer
Robert Hudak led a discussion about the role of the zoning board of adjustment
and the planning board. See story page 2.
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color-coding, of the basketball
court are temperature sensitive.
They can only be done when it is
known the temperature will not
drop below 50 degrees, even at
night, Mr. Flanagan said.

The roof on the clubhouse still
must be sealed, which is required
before the windows can be in-
stalled so the completion of the
interior can be done.

“I’m really starting to get ex-
cited,” Mr. Musial said. “It’s really
starting to look like something.”

The council also learned that six
“change orders” to the original
contract – such as removal of
trees – have been done. All were
under $5,000 and total less than
$30,000. While they are within
the contingency budget, they still
must be approved by the council.

It also was learned that the rec-
reation committee is considering
recommending the installation of
a security camera system that
would cost approximately
$40,000.

The relative assurances of
completion came despite Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud completing
a council request to draw up a
“request for proposal” (RFP) seek-
ing a construction/project man-
ager for the AFC. The RFP has
been issued and Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma is awaiting re-
sponses.

The information came from a
question by Council President Ann
Palmer, who sounded
unconvinced by the project’s three
principals. “I know we received a
great schedule from the gentle-
men this evening, but I’m becom-
ing a pessimist,” she said.

In other matters, finance com-
mittee chairwoman Sara Todisco
said she was unable to obtain an
initial tax impact figure for the
next fiscal year’s budget from the
auditor.

“I did ask several times,” she
said, adding that the repeated
snowstorms have made it difficult
to schedule meetings among the
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GARWOOD – The contractor
building the Athletic Field Com-
plex (AFC) projected on Tuesday
that the site should be ready for
use by mid-July, more than a
year behind schedule.

Flanagan Construction Presi-
dent Robert Flanagan told the
borough council in workshop that
the $3.2-million project has lost
more than 200 days due to
weather and delays related to
hazardous soil removal.

“We have time built into the
schedule, we should be done
before then, but if the weather
continues in the cycle we’re hav-
ing, we can’t guarantee it,” Mr.
Flanagan said.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt asked
about a July 15 final site cleanup,
attempting to pin down a date that
Garwood would be able to stage
an event at the south-side ball
field.

“Don’t make it the 16th,” Mr.
Flanagan said to laughter
throughout the room.

Mr. Flanagan appeared before
the council, along with building
architect Noel Musial of The Musial
Group and landscaping architect
John Belle of Kinsey Associates,
to answer questions about the
recreational project. He told the
council that he has been exas-
perated by the delays.

“It’s been very frustrating for
me, because I’m the guy that’s
writing the checks out,” Mr.
Flanagan said.

The start of the project was
postponed by Hurricane Sandy,
and the removal of contaminated
soil further delayed the project,
a halt that Mr. Flanagan indi-
cated had pushed the venture
into a second winter. He also
cited problems with power, wa-
ter and natural gas utilities.

Some of the remaining aspects,
such as installation of the syn-
thetic turf for the soccer field
and the painting of the lines, or

GW Field Projected for Completion in July
finance committee members. “I
hope to have it by the special
budget meeting,” she said.

The council has scheduled an
extraordinary session on Thurs-
day, March 6, to discuss the
spending plan before the public.

The council approved assistance
for a “Garwood Rocks” street fes-
tival on June 8 sponsored by the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC).

Chamber Vice-President Carol
Kearney, who owns Unique Cruise
and Travel in Garwood, sought
the okay for closing of streets and
police cooperation for the Center
Street event, which she said will
feature live music, a classic car
show involving 75 to100 vehicles
– including NASCAR stock cars
from a private collection – a pet-
ting zoo and “kid zone.”

The fair would be similar in some
respects to the annual spring and
fall events staged by Westfield,
also sponsored by the GWACC,
which represents Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood.

Ms. Kearney, who also serves
as the council’s business and in-
dustry representative, said it has
been at least a decade since
Garwood hosted such an event.

The council also approved June
21 to 22 for the annual town-wide
yard sale and two dates for bulk
garbage pickup: June 23 and
October 20. Permits will be sold
for $80 per household for 750
pounds.

And in other action, the council
unanimously authorized Police
Chief Bruce Underhill to purchase
three new Ford Explorer sport-
utility vehicles to replace existing
vehicles within his budget. The
$76,940 cost will be spread over
three years and change the two-
year plan of replacing vehicles,
begun under his predecessor, to
three years.
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