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l'ennemi du journaliste

SCORESE, LAPHAM, MIRABELLA RECORD BIG UPSETS; VELEZ, MURRAY CAPPELLO WIN

Cougars Win Title, SPF 2nd, WF 4th at D-11 Mat Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman power came on
strong to give the Cranford High
School wrestling team the impe-
tus it needed to capture the Dis-
trict 11 Championship in
Westfield on February 22. The
Cougars (C) totaled 189.5 points,
crowned five individual champi-
ons (3 freshmen) and advanced
11 matmen to the Region 3 Tour-
nament, which began on Febru-
ary 26 in Union.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S)
placed second with a 157 total,
claimed two champions and ad-

vanced seven wrestlers. Brearley
(B) finished third with 140.5
points, claimed three champions
and advanced seven. Westfield
(W) took fourth with 120 points,
claimed one champion and ad-
vanced five. Linden (L) was fifth
at 83 and had one champion.
Elizabeth (E) had two champs
and finished sixth at 76, followed
by Rahway (R) at 75 and Malcolm
X (MX) Shabazz at 10.

Cougar freshmen Tom
DiGiovanni (113-lbs), Chris
Scorese (120-lbs) and Brian
McGovern (132-lbs), sophomore
Niko Cappello (160-lbs) and jun-

ior Gavin Murray (138-lbs)
claimed titles, while freshman
Anthony Capece (106-lbs) placed
second, and sophomore Andrew
Tompkins (145-lbs), junior Nick
Ballas (182-lbs), and seniors
Corey Birch (152-lbs), Mike Pas-
tor (220-lbs) and heavyweight
Jon ElKhoury placed third.

“I love it! We call them [fresh-
men] the Four Horsemen. It’s
fun to watch them wrestle and do
so well. I have watched them
since first grade in PAL. It’s great
seeing their success. This is a
start of a new trend. I can see
Cranford dominating the next few
years. The PAL program is really
strong. There’s a lot coming up,”
Murray said.

There were three upsets in the
finals and the first came at 120-

lbs when Scorese worked over
top-seeded Nick DeMarco (B) to

grab an 8-2 victory. Scorese also
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