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LUZZI SCORES 27 PTs, KNAPP NETS 15 PTs, SCOTT 12 PTs

Blue Devil Cagers ‘Buffalo’
Lady Indians, 71-40, in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opposing teams have, in the past,
spent most of their time trying to
buffer the exploits of juniors Jackie
Knapp and Lil Scott, but after the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team’s 71-40 triumph over
Rahway in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
February 19, another Lady Blue Devil
has emerged to be an additional omi-
nous foe.

Sophomore Olivia Luzzi stepped
in and scored a personal-best and
team-high 27 points.

“The game against Scotch Plains
was a regular game but against Union,
my shot was really on and that’s when
I really started to get back into my
rhythm and I am happy it’s here for the
counties now. We haven’t had a game
in a week and a half. I was definitely
really ready for this game and had a lot

of energy coming out. I know every-
one else did. I felt before this game,
that I was excited to play had some-
thing to do with it,” Luzzi said.

Knapp finished with 15 points and
three assists, while Scott netted 12
points and five assists. Freshman
Hannah Liddy had two points and
two assists, and Jamie Miller had
three points and an assist. Carly Fried-
man had four points and three assists,
while Amelia Montes netted six points
and added an assist. Many of Scott’s,
Knapp’s and Liddy’s assists found
their way to Luzzi, who had four
assists.

“I love playing with Lil and Jackie.
They are always supportive and they
are always fun to play with. Hannah
and I have a special connection. We’ve
played together for years. It just car-
ries over,” Luzzi said.

Many of Luzzi’s points came as a
result of strong drives to the basket.

“That’s been something I really
have been working on this season.
That was the main goal, was to

getting more drives to the basket,”
Luzzi said.

“What’s going to happen is there’s
going to be times where these teams
are going to try to mark Jackie and
Lilly. And Olivia is going to step up
and so is Hannah and Miller,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino said.

The game ran at a fast and furious
pace, which led to a multitude of
steals by both sides, but the Blue
Devils gobbled up the lion’s share of
thefts. Knapp nabbed 11 steals and
Scott grabbed three, while Luzzi
snatched four, Liddy and Rachel
Mattesich each had three, and Miller
and Friedman each had one.

“It was a fast-paced game, and we
kind of like the fast-paced game, be-
cause we can run. We also knew we
had to control it on the defensive side
and we did. We wanted to create
controlled chaos on defense,” Coach
Marino said.

The Blue Devils’ defense definitely
controlled the boards. Montes had 11
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out hard and it ended up 1-0. It was
just a matter of me getting off the
bottom. Today, I got him again. I’m
really excited and I really want to get
after him. If I get off the bottom,
hopefully we will have a different
outcome. No matter what, at least I

am going to the regionals,” Fuller
said.

After a scoreless first period,
DiGiovanni escaped and added a
takedown then yielded an escape to

Fuller to claim a 3-1 decision.
“I knew it was going to be close.

We both have been training really
hard. I came in on a front headlock,
transferred my arm and pulled around
for two. All four freshmen, we’ve all
been working really hard for a long

time. It’s really all coming together,”
DiGiovanni said.

After grabbing a 10-0 major deci-
sion, McGovern defeated Raider Tom
Cunningham, 8-1, in the semis. In the

finals, McGovern had a wild bout
with Diego Ataca (L) that went into
overtime, but McGovern was ready
and recorded a takedown to earn an 8-
6 decision.

“I wrestled him in the dual season.
He took me down first, but I came
back. It’s a six-minute match, so I
knew I had time to come back and
that’s what I did to win,” McGovern
said.

Cunningham went on to place third
after defeating Lavinsky Phillippe (R),
9-3.

After defeating Mike Anaya (E), 8-
2, in the semis, Capece dropped a 7-
0 decision to top-seeded Ray Wetzel
(B) for the 106-lb title. Murray pinned
Raider Jeff Lieblich in 2:37 with an
arm bar/stretch hammerlock in the
semis then pinned David Winters (R)
in 2:56 for the 138-lb crown. Lieblich
took third.

Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski, after
recording a takedown on Christian
Chavez (R) controlled him from the
top position before recording a fall in
4:49 to advance to the 160-lb title
bout.

“I kept shooting and shooting then
I got a drag double and slammed him
down as hard as I could to the mat. I
did everything I was taught. Then I
held him down for the rest of the
period. I threw in a half and turned
him. Coach [Glen] Kurz has been
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Probitas Verus Honos

View Thousands of Homes Online

Summit $210,000
Spectacular & commuter friendly location.
Pristine, newly renovated & chic first flr unit
in highly sought after bldg!

Agent: Jennifer Colamedici MLS: 3110184

Garwood $309,000
Quaint & cozy charm filled Cape Cod style
home. New Designer Kitchen, Great Town,
Great House, Great Buy!

Agent: Ileen Cuccaro MLS: 3113844

Cranford $450,000
Close to everything! Col w/FP, newer kitchen,
HW flrs, built-ins, bay window, den & newer
kitchen. Move right in!

Agent: Lynne Wagner MLS: 3094622

Basking Ridge $739,000
This 4BR,3BA home is a perfect blend of old
world charm & modern amenities. Kit/FR/
MBR/Bath addition in 2003.

Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 3111582

Scotch Plains $885,000
Charming & gracious Col w/grand foyer,
formal LR/DR, 6BR, 5BA on lush  lot w/in
ground pool. Great for entertaining!

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3081528

Westfield $924,000
Charming Col w/4BR 2.1BA in pristine
condition w/many updts! HW flrs, newer kit,
MBR w/fpl & heated in-ground pool.

Agent: Kevin Barry MLS: 3113626

Scotch Plains $899,000
Sprawling home w lrg rms, spacious Kit w
breakfast area, enclosed porch. Huge deck
overflows to patio & pool.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3119710

Westfield $1,295,000
"Build to Suit" by Buontempo Builders. Plans
available! Customize your dream home on
this beautiful Westfield lot!

Agent: Gerald Robinson MLS: 3072780
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CONSIDERING A MERKEL...Cougar Brian McGovern, top, tries to straighten
Linden’s Diego Ataca to set up a Merkel in the 132-lb title bout. McGovern won.
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DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Blue Devil Lil Scott, No. 20, drives to the basket in the Union County Tournament game
against the Indians. Scott scored 12 points in the 71-40 triumph in Westfield on February 19.
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EMPLOYING LEVERAGE...Cougar Chris Scorese, left, uses leverage to get back points on Brearley’s Nick DeMarco in
the 120-lb title bout. Scorese defeated DeMarco, 8-2, and later received the Outstanding Wrestler Award..


