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HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman power came on strong to
give the Cranford High School wres-
tling team the impetus it needed to
capture the District 11 Champion-
ship in Westfield on February 22. The
Cougars (C) totaled 189.5 points,
crowned five individual champions
(3 freshmen) and advanced 11
matmen to the Region 3 Tournament,
which began on February 26 in Union.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) placed
second with a 157 total, claimed two

champions and advanced seven wres-
tlers. Brearley (B) finished third with
140.5 points, claimed three champi-
ons and advanced seven. Westfield
(W) took fourth with 120 points,
claimed one champion and advanced
five. Linden (L) was fifth at 83 and
had one champion. Elizabeth (E) had
two champs and finished sixth at 76,
followed by Rahway (R) at 75 and
Malcolm X (MX) Shabazz at 10.

Cougar freshmen Tom DiGiovanni
(113-lbs), Chris Scorese (120-lbs) and
Brian McGovern (132-lbs), sopho-

more Niko Cappello (160-lbs) and
junior Gavin Murray (138-lbs)
claimed titles, while freshman An-
thony Capece (106-lbs) placed sec-
ond, and sophomore Andrew
Tompkins (145-lbs), junior Nick
Ballas (182-lbs), and seniors Corey
Birch (152-lbs), Mike Pastor (220-
lbs) and heavyweight Jon ElKhoury
placed third.

“I love it! We call them [freshmen]
the Four Horsemen. It’s fun to watch
them wrestle and do so well. I have
watched them since first grade in

SCORESE, LAPHAM, MIRABELLA RECORD BIG UPSETS; VELEZ, MURRAY, CAPPELLO, McGOVERN, DiGIOVANNI WIN

Cougars Win Title, SPF 2nd, WF 4th at D-11 Mat Tournament
PAL. It’s great seeing their success.
This is a start of a new trend. I can see
Cranford dominating the next few
years. The PAL program is really
strong. There’s a lot coming up,”
Murray said.

There were three upsets in the fi-
nals and the first came at 120-lbs
when Scorese worked over top-
seeded Nick DeMarco (B) to grab an
8-2 victory. Scorese also received the
Outstanding Wrestler Award after the
tournament.

“Off the whistle, I did a single but
he got the first takedown. After that,
I put a leg in and got a tilt like a spread
eagle. I almost pinned him with a
cradle but didn’t quite get it,” Scorese
said.

At 113-lbs, Blue Devil John Fuller
pinned Qaadir Lowery (MX) in 1:25
then claimed a 9-0 major decision
over Dom Robinson (L) in the semis.

“I am working a lot of bars. I am
trying to get back points and pins on
a lot better kids. I like the half, but if

the half doesn’t get it done with the
better kids I have been wrestling, that
bar works a lot and that’s what I have
been working on. If I don’t get called
for potential dangerous, I usually get
points off it,” Fuller said.

Fuller’s next opponent would be
DiGiovanni for the title.

“The first time I wrestled him I had
16 stitches in my mouth. He got the
better hand of me. A week later, we
wrestled in a dual meet, and I came

Blue Devil Swim Boys Capture
25th State Championship

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EWING – A 1-2-3 finish in the
100-yard breaststroke put the WHS
boys swim team over the top and
clinched a 103-67 victory over Cherry
Hill East in the state Public A cham-
pionship meet on February 23 at the
College of New Jersey.

Many things were spinning through

senior Tyler Lessner’s head as he
climbed out of the pool after his criti-
cal win in 59.92. But the first thing he
did was rush over to freshman Stefan
Crigler, who had just swum a career-
best 1:01.65 to finish second.

“I just told him, straight up, that
he’s faster than I was when I was a
freshman,” Lessner said. “I told him
to keep working hard and to beat my

time (58.11, No. 2 on Top 15 List).
It’s going to be up to him and the
other underclassmen to keep things
going here.”

For Westfield, which lost only to
top-ranked Christian Brothers Acad-
emy, 92-78, back in January, it was
the 25th state championship in school
history. The first was back in 1958 in

KANE’S THEFT, ELLIOT’S ‘3’, WRIGHT’S RB SEALS WIN

Blue Devil B’ball Boys Singe
Highlanders in UCT OT, 48-44

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Dave Kane and Chris
Wright, and junior Sean Elliott
added that extra step in overtime
that earned the 11th-seeded
Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team a 48-44 victory over
14th-seeded Governor Livingston
in the first round of the Union

County Tournament in Westfield on
February 18.

Kane, who led the Blue Devils
with 15 points, while adding six
rebounds and a pair of assists, made
a key theft at the start of the over-
time and converted it to a lay-up.
Sean Elliott (5 points, 2 rebounds,
steal) banged a 3-pointer to give his
team a 47-44 lead then, with time

running into single digits, Wright
seized a key rebound, was fouled
and sank a free throw to virtually
seal the deal.

“I try to do as much as I can for the
team and, luckily, that one went in for
us,” Wright said.

As to his steal at the beginning of
the overtime, Kane explained, “I saw
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT EVERYTHING HE HAS...Raider Alex Mirabella tugs and tugs and tugs and finally manages to clamp
Brearley’s Mike Tancs in a 3-point cradle to claim a 5-4 victory and the 170-lb crown in the District 11 Tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE WAY THINGS STACK UP...Blue Devil Nick Velez stacks Brearley’s Eoghan Savona in 1:34 in the 152-lb semifinal.
Velez went on to win the 152-lb title with a 6-1 victory over Raider Dom Natale.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO MAKE HIS MOVE...Blue Devil Dave Kane plans to make his move to the basket in the game against the
Governor Livingston Highlanders in Westfield. The Blue Devils won in overtime, 48-44, and Kane finished with 15 points.

Jr. Jackie Knapp Hits 1,000 pts.
Vs Union – Story next week


