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Letters to the Editor
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Chris Christie

NJ Governor’s Office

“Today (Tuesday), I present to you
a budget that is balanced, and, for the
fifth year in a row, that requires no
new taxes on the people of New Jer-
sey.

“Here is more important news. This
budget, when you take out pension
and health care costs and debt ser-
vice, is $2.2 billion smaller than Fis-
cal Year 2008. Over the last five years,
we have cut discretionary spending
by $2.2 billion. This has been an era
of fiscal restraint.

“The budget proposes making the
largest pension payment ever at $2.25
billion.

“How groundbreaking is a $2.25-
billion payment in one budget? That
payment is nearly the equivalent of
the total payments made in the 10
years before we arrived by five dif-
ferent governors. We’ve kept faith
with our pensioners.

The Looming Crisis Is Clear
“Due to our pension, health benefit

and debt obligations, only 6 percent
of new spending can be focused on
the areas where we really want to
dedicate our resources – education,
tax relief, public safety, higher edu-
cation, drug rehabilitation, health care
and critical services for the most in
need.

The Need To Go Further With
Bipartisan Pension Reform

“We chose to do what was hard and
politically unsafe by putting the fu-
ture of our state and the prosperity of
our people first. Together, we worked
to achieve a sweeping, bipartisan plan
to deal with our state’s pension and
benefit system.

“The reforms we enacted together
are going to save New Jersey’s state
and local governments $122 billion

Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Address:
The Attitude Of Choice

in the 30 years from 2011 to 2041.
Together, we are cleaning up the mess
of the past. But this simply isn’t
enough.
Tax Increases Are Not A Solution

“Now there will be some that would
advocate that the answer is to raise
taxes. Not only is this an unfair solu-
tion, it isn’t a solution at all. We just
can’t raise taxes enough to pay for the
exploding costs of public employee
pensions and benefits. Not to men-
tion the burden it would place on our
already overburdened taxpayers.

“Though the historic 2011 reforms
we enacted together immediately re-
duced New Jersey’s state and local
unfunded pension liabilities by 32
percent, it just doesn’t go far enough.

“Without additional reforms, New
Jersey taxpayers still owe $52 billion
to fully fund the pension system.

“With our long-term obligations
only set to increase in the coming
years, the problem isn’t going away
by itself. We must do what we were
sent here to do by the people – lead
and act decisively once again.

Sacrificing What Matters Most
On The Altar Of Entitlements
“Across the country, we are sacri-

ficing university research, support for
K-12 education, funding for the en-
vironment and energy and infrastruc-
ture of all kinds on the altar of these
three things: pensions, health costs
and debt.

“Due to these exploding entitle-
ment costs, we are failing our taxpay-
ers when we refuse to honestly ad-
dress these problems and try to fool
them into believing that choices do
not need to be made. We are better
than that. New Jersey is clearly better
than that.”

Pros, Cons of Non-Partisan Elections
Deserve Discussion in Scotch Plains

I would like to applaud Scotch
Plains Councilman Mickey Marcus’
attempt to bring up for discussion at
last week’s town council meeting
whether town council members ought
to be elected on a non-partisan basis
and whether the mayor should be
appointed to rotating one-year terms
as opposed to being elected for a
longer term. You reported on this on
your front page last week.

As a regular attendee of Scotch
Plains Town Council meetings, at
first blush it seems to me that if the
council members were elected on the
basis of their individual competence,
their own ideas and goals for better-
ing the town and were not necessarily
beholden to party political organiza-
tions, the town would probably be
better off. The council probably would
function more smoothly and spend
less time bickering.

As for the idea of the council ap-
pointing the mayor for rotating one-
year terms (as was the case until the
1990s), I think that would also make
the council function better. As it stands
now, with the mayor being elected,
the person holding the office is likely

to be naturally tempted to think she
or he is the chief executive of the
town. But that’s not the case. Our
town manger is the CEO, not the
mayor. In our form of government,
whether elected or appointed, the
person holding the office of mayor
has very limited powers. He or she
has the power to run the council meet-
ings and can appoint people to a
couple of the town boards and com-
mittees (such as the library trustees),
and he or she signs debt instruments.
That’s about it; the mayor has no
more power to be involved in running
the day-to-day operations as does
any council member (and the fact is
that council members have virtually
no authority to be involved in day-to-
day affairs of the town). Having the
mayor elected, I think, gets people
confused into thinking that mayor
has more authority than he or she
actually does.

The pros and cons of these ideas
deserve to be discussed by the people
of Scotch Plains. So kudos to Mr.
Marcus.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Editorial Needed More Examples of
Rush to Judgment on Bridgegate

How Much Has Been
Spent on Bridgegate?
Dear Senator Scutari, Assembly-

woman Stender and Assemblyman
Green:

I was wondering how much tax-
payers money has been budgeted for
Bridgegate and its related investiga-
tions.

Can you please let me know how
much is budgeted and what is the
total cost that is anticipated?

I do hope that we taxpayers see a
return on our investment on this tax-
payer money that you are spending. I
know that I would rather have my
property taxes reduced than pay for a
“witch hunt.”

I ask this totally aware that none of
the three of you care for a single
moment how much our taxes are and
how much of it you take for things
that do not do any us any good.

This appears to be another example
of your taxpayer consideration, such
as the failure of supporting the Fair
School Funding bill, which would
have cut our school property tax levy
in half.

I will forward this letter to the
media; feel free to send them your
response as well as myself.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

The February 20 editorial “Does
Media Know Something We Don’t
About Bridgegate?” says “media cov-
erage has all but convicted Governor
Christie,” bemoaning “a rush to judg-
ment” and “one-sided sensational-
ism.” But the piece gives only one
example (if one can call it that) of its
claim, Star-Ledger columnist Tom
Moran’s article regretting that
newspaper’s endorsement of the
governor’s re-election.

 Next, providing zero examples,
the editorial says the media has gone
so far as to talk about impeachment.
It asks if Bridgegate news coverage is

“more about politics to cause the
public to forget about Benghazi” in
order to help Hillary Clinton’s chance
at winning the presidency while hurt-
ing Christie’s.

The Westfield Leader seems upset
at the idea of Governor Christie be-
ing convicted in the public’s mind
over Bridgegate, yet the newspaper
has no problem with convicting the
former Secretary of State in the
public’s mind over Benghazi. At least
Tom Moran’s editorial backed up its
argument with facts.

Jim LaRegina
Westfield

Extra Snow Days Shouldn’t
Be Added to the School Year

I needed to write a persuasive essay
for my school. My friends and family
persuaded me to submit to you:

Each school year thousands of stu-
dents put spoons under their pillows or
wear their pajamas inside out in hope of
a snow day. If the student wakes up to
see snow outside and hears from the
telephone that school has been canceled,
he or she rejoices.

However, the story does not have a
happy ending. Schools across the coun-
try have debated if and when to add the
snow days onto vacation blocks or the
end of school in June. Although they
usually have two to three predestinated
snow days, on many occasions there
have been more snow days. If the extra
days are added, students and teachers
are anything but happy; yet there are
those who feel that skipping the days
will make students less educated in the
long run.

It is a difficult choice either way. If we
add the school days to vacation days,
many students will be absent because of
preplanned vacations, trips or events.

Students will feel more causal in
school on that day and will be less mo-
tivated to do work. Some teachers could
also suffer from these problems adding
to the gloomy atmosphere. Adding the
school days to June would cause even
more problems. The high temperature

would affect everything from the
student’s concentration to over heated
gym class. Some schools may not have
an air-conditioning system to combat
the high temperatures. Both teachers
and students would be uncomfortable,
unmotivated, and unhappy. This kind of
environment is not how a school should
be.

The weather is uncontrollable. From
hurricanes to snow storms, we are at its
mercy. So why take this out on teachers
and students? We should consider snow
days to be accidents in the weather sys-
tems and blame no one. Workers all
around the world may call in sick and
not go to their job. Often times, the sick
worker will not have to make up the
missed day. Why do we not count snow
days that way?

In conclusion, the extra snow days
that occasionally occur every year should
not be added to our school year. This
would be the less stressful solution to
this problem. Although students would
miss an occasional school day, it would
not be worth it to add the days on.
Rather, we should enjoy the snow day,
maybe do a school related project/ activ-
ity and worry less.

Daniel Scalia, 8th grade
 Holy Trinity Interparochial School

Westfield

Thank You JCC for
Temple Event at Center

We would like to thank Jennifer
Mamlet, executive director of the
JCC; Simone Klein, campus admin-
istrator, and Erica Needle, president,
for their help in making our recent
Boardwalk Empire event a success.

On the day of our event, which was
supposed to be held at Congregation
Beth Israel, we came to find severe
water problems on the roof of the
Temple building. At about 2 p.m. we
contacted the JCC and within min-
utes they put into motion a plan to
allow us to run our event at the JCC
building.

 We cannot say enough about the
JCC staff and how supportive they
were to all of us. We appreciate the
community spirit that they showed to
us and to the members of our congre-
gation. Thanks again for your help.

Debbie Friedman, Gaby Hecht
Co-chairs Boardwalk Empire

Congregation Beth Israel
Scotch Plains

Bagger Named to Port Authority Oversight Committee

Rep. Lance Calls for Changes to ObamaCare
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) [on Monday]
released the following statement in
response to a report from the non-
partisan Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) on the
impact of ObamaCare on employer-
provided health care premiums for
small businesses. The report finds
that two-thirds of Americans who
work at small businesses, nearly 11
million workers, will see premiums
increase under ObamaCare.

“The Administration has confirmed
what I’ve been hearing from con-
stituents for months: that premiums
are rising for hard-working families
and that few are realizing the
President’s promise of affordable
coverage. As health insurance premi-
ums rise, take-home pay declines and
the effect will be felt at every level of
the economy.

“This report again undermines key
promises made by the Administra-
tion. I urge the Administration to

come to the table and be willing to
reform and replace the law.

“Millions of families lost the plans
they liked, employers have been
forced to cut paid hours for em-
ployees, senior citizens are being
threatened by major Medicare cuts
and now 11 million small business
employees will pay higher premi-
ums.

“It’s past time for the President to
be willing to make some changes to
the law.”

REGION — Richard Bagger of
Westfield was appointed by New Jer-
sey Governor Chris Christie as a
member of the Port Authority com-
mittee looking into the findings of
the George Washington Bridge lane
closures. He serves as vice-chairman
of the committee.

Commissioner Scott Rechler, ap-
pointed by New York Governor An-
drew Cuomo, chairs the new Spe-
cial Oversight Committee that held
its first meeting last week at Port
Authority headquarters in New
York.

Mr. Rechler said the committee

is to learn from the findings of in-
vestigations into September’s traf-
fic snarling lane closures and to
formulate and recommend to the
full board of commissioners appro-
priate policies to ensure that simi-
lar abuses do not occur in the fu-
ture.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lachrymal – Producing tears
2. Valetudinarianism – A state of feeble

health
3. Debouch – In military usage, to

march out of a confined place into open
country

4. Imbroglio – A confusing situation

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions

HOLCAD
1. A water wheel with buckets
2. Calcium tungstate
3. An ancient Greek merchant ship
4. An early stage or beginning

TORGOCH
1. The red-bellied lake trout
2. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
3. A friend; comrade
4. To desert a cause

RURIGENOUS
1. Responding slowly to an external

stimulus
2. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
3. Born in the country
4. Relating to pigs; swine

INTERNECINE
1. Of an alien or foreign nature
2. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
3. An illustration for a book
4. Deadly to both sides; great slaughter

No Salt to NJ
from Maine

 last week because ship
ANASTASIA S is bulk carrier reg-
istered in Marshall Is.

Federal government would not
waive a provision of the 1920 Mari-
time Act that prohibits foreign ves-
sels from making domestic deliv-
eries.

The Details of $19-million
 Mountainside Referendum?

In the past few weeks, we published several
letters from a writing campaign of Mountainside
parents supporting the upcoming $19-million
bond referendum on Tuesday, March 11 in the
borough. We have not received letters for publi-
cation opposing the bond. We did receive anony-
mous requests for us to publish details of the
proposed bond as the issue seems to be unclear
by some.

The anonymous contacts claim
that public information on the ref-
erendum is also not forthcoming,
or is scant in detail.

We must admit that the matter is
unusual and perhaps confusing.
The best information we have is
from the January 28, 2014 school
board meeting. The Westfield
Leader report on the meeting is
available online,
www.goleader.com/14jan30/02.pdf.

From the article, “ MOUNTAINSIDE – The
board of education, on Tuesday evening (Janu-
ary 28, 2014), unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion for a new bond referendum to be presented
to voters on Tuesday, March 11. The new refer-
endum cancels out the district’s previous re-
quest for $19-million plus in a grant of state aid.”
...the article continues, “In a bizarre twist, the

state responded and approved the first request
for state aid made months ago (minus $5 mil-
lion) and has yet to respond to the new request
for debt service.”

Today, less than a month later, it’s still not
clear exactly what the details are for the bond
request that Mountainside voters are being asked
to approve; the financial calculations and how

much it will ad to debt for each
household.

The language included on bal-
lots regarding the meaning of ref-
erendums is often lacking for one
to truly understand what’s being
proposed.

We will seek a plain language
explanation of what’s going on
with the details of this $19-million
referendum and we will publish it,
mailed to the homes of our sub-

scribers and on the Internet, next week, March 6.
Mountainside Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky has kindly agreed to meet with us so
that we can gather information on what is in-
cluded in the bond. The BOE meeting Tuesday
night is reported in this edition.

We will publish the latest information avail-
able up to the date of voting of March 11 on the
Internet at www.goleader.com.
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