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Skibitsky Discusses Goals,
Key Issues Impacting Town

Successful Appeal Can Lead
To Lower Property Taxes

James M. Foerst

Although the real estate market
has rebounded, in many situations
your property value has not caught
up to your tax bill. As a taxpayer, you
have the right to appeal your property
tax assessment as a means to reduce
your real estate tax
obligations. You
should understand
that to be successful
in reducing your tax
bill, you must prove
that your home’s as-
sessed value is le-
gally “unreason-
able.” With a suc-
cessful tax appeal,
your lowered tax as-
sessment will be set
for the three years
which can amount to
a considerable
amount of savings.
The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing
your taxes is to
present your claim
to the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process. He has
assisted hundreds of families in sav-
ing thousands of dollars in property
tax payments over the last decade.

Save money.
Make the sale of
your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the
long-term expenses
associated with your
home. Make it more
affordable to stay in
your house. All with
lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must
be filed by April 1.
For more informa-
tion about tax ap-
peals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the
complimentary as-
sessment form to see
if you can save
money on your taxes

or get started with a free consultation
by calling our experts at (908) 322-
4886.
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW CHAIRMAN...The new chairman of Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority's
(RVSA) Board of Commissioners, Steven Greet of Garwood, left, poses with
outgoing Chairman, Rene Dierkes of Mountainside, after presenting him with a
plaque thanking him for his service at the RVSA meeting on February 20.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky met with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Friday to
discuss his goals for the new year
and issues impacting the town.

The mayor said the town council’s
finance committee has begun work
on the 2014 municipal budget, not-
ing that his top goal is for the town
to “stay on a fiscally sustainable
path.”

‘“The budget looks good, the rev-
enues look strong, and we should
certainly be within the 2-percent
(state-mandated) cap (on tax levy
increases), if not a little better,” the
mayor said. “The difficult decisions
we’ve made in the past five to seven
years have really started to pay off
and it is helping us from a budget-
ary standpoint.”

On another issue, he expects
Westfield to be certified with its
Green Team as a Sustainable Jersey
town. Sustainable Jersey is a certi-
fication program for municipalities
in New Jersey that want to go green
by cleaning up the environment. As
part of this effort, he said Westfield
is working on a plan to “rescape the
suburbs” where the town and its
Green Team work with local gar-
den centers, landscapers and the
Audobon Society, “on helping to
educate Westfielders on how they
can make their properties more bee-
and bird-friendly with more flora
that is natural to the area” and mak-
ing properties more friendly to New
Jersey’s natural wildlife.

Another area the mayor has been
working on is the Mayor’s Safety
Academy, saying many home and
workplace accidents are prevent-
able.

“Sometimes it just comes to mak-
ing people more aware of what to
do or what not to do to prevent
those accidents from happening,”
he said.

After attending a New Jersey
League of Municipalities program
on safety, the mayor said he de-
cided to use the town’s volunteers
and their knowledge to build con-
tent on the Internet to direct resi-
dents to one location for informa-
tion such as fire safety, pedestrian
safety or carbon monoxide safety.

In terms of Westfield’s capital
budget, the town has on order new
municipal parking pay stations for
the downtown to replace the exist-
ing machines. “These will be more
state-of-the-art pay stations which
will be much more user-friendly.
The ones we have now are just be-
yond their prime.” The new ma-
chines will accept dollar bills, credit
cards, coins and smart cards. They
also will have an app that will en-
able users to utilize their smart
phones to pay for parking spaces as
well as add time for their spaces.

“I’m excited about that just to
help improve the parking,” the
mayor said.

In terms of road improvements,
the town will be paving Rahway
Avenue from West Broad Street to
Grove Street as well as most of

Westfield Avenue.
Also, the town will expand its

recycling opportunities at its con-
servation center. The town currently
accepts cardboard, plastic, bottles
and electronics.

The town also plans to dredge the
pond at Mindowaskin Park, which
has not been done since 1988. “Of
course over time the silt keeps build-
ing up and you can see there are
some parts of the pond where the
pond is extremely low,” the mayor
said. He said the Audobon Society
will add plantings “that will be more
bird-friendly and less (Canadian)
goose-friendly.”

Asked to comment about a pro-
posal for a residential building at
Central Avenue and South Avenue
West containing 70 apartment units
for rent, the mayor said the owners
of the property “are a long way
from getting that approved.” Fif-
teen to 20 percent of the apartments
would be slotted to become low- to
moderate-income affordable hous-
ing units in compliance with Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations.

“What people have to understand
is that the way that property is zoned
now is that multi-family housing
and retail could be there,” he said,
noting that transit-oriented residen-
tial housing without retail would
have less of an impact on traffic. He
said the idea is to “try to find the
right density there to make it an
attractive proposal for the devel-
oper so they make a very nice de-
velopment, but at the very same
time minimizing the impact on the
area — minimizing the impact on
the roads and the schools and mak-
ing it attractive.”

Based on the current zoning, he
said the developer could build multi-
family housing and retail now if
they wanted. “We can’t stop it nor
can we do spot zoning...that’s just
not allowed,” the mayor said. “We
can’t prevent development, but we
can try to control it within the laws
of the State of New Jersey.”

He said the proposal would have
to go before the town’s planning
board.

The mayor said NJ Transit’s one-
seat ride on the Raritan Valley Line
during off-peak hours beginning
Monday, March 3, “is a very, very
important first step and hopefully
will lead to more and more one-seat
rides for our residents.” NJ Transit
will provide five trains to and from
Manhattan without the need to
switch trains at Newark.

“I am going to try to be on the
first train on March 3,” he said. He
also plans to invite town council
members to ride the first direct ser-
vice train.

The Raritan Valley Line Coali-
tion, he said, will try to show the
transit agency that by adding trains
at peak hours, more commuters will
ride the Raritan trains at peak hours
than the other lines, which would
have their numbers of trains cut to
make room for Raritan Line trains
because the current transit tunnel to
New York City is at full capacity.

Seneca Subdivision OK’d;
Medical Office Proposed

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday
night’s Westfield Planning Board
meeting a new member was sworn
in and the board approved an appli-
cation by Michael Mahoney to sub-
divide property at 300 Seneca Place;
several other applications were car-
ried to future meetings.

At the start of the meeting new
board member Pam Wiaczek was
sworn in by Board Attorney Ken
Soreiro.

Mr. Mahoney was represented by
attorney Art Attenasio and testi-
mony was offered by engineer
James Watson of EKA Associates.

Mr. Attenasio told the board that
the lot is in an RS6 zone, which
requires that each residential lot
have a minimum 6,000 square feet,
and that the application requests
larger areas than required for each
of the two new lots.

Mr. Watson testified that currently
the lot straddles both Westfield and
Scotch Plains, but that the proposed
square footage, “meet or exceeds
all requirements in both the Town
of Westfield and the Township of
Scotch Plains.”

He also pointed out that no vari-
ances are being sought for the
project.

The board unanimously approved
the application. One lot will mea-
sure 7,426 square feet and will be
entirely in Westfield, while the other

lot will measure 10,029 square feet
and will be in both municipalities.
According to the application Mr.
Mahoney intends to demolish the
existing residence on the property
and construct two new homes.

Another application by Mr.
Mahoney to subdivide property at
231 Elizabeth Avenue into three
conforming lots was postponed. Ac-
cording to Board Chairman Vince
Wilt, a lawsuit was filed against the
application and the board cannot
hear it until the court case is re-
solved. About a dozen residents
were in attendance at the meeting
to be heard on the application, but
left following Mr. Wilt’s announce-
ment.

An application by John A. Pinto
Family, LP to demolish a two-fam-
ily home and construct a 6,000-
square-foot office building with
four apartments above it at 802
South Avenue, West was carried to
the Monday, March 3 planning
board meeting.

Reading is good for you!
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SP Council
discuss the possibility of higher
funding requests, although Com-
miss ion  Cha i rman  Rober t
Giordanella pointed out that sum-
mer camp fee structures were set
very early in the year, well be-
fore the council begins its budget
deliberations, making it difficult
to coordinate the commission’s
and council’s efforts in that re-
gard.

The council also met with Carlos
Luaces, the new director of public
works, about his department’s bud-
get requests, which were prepared
before he assumed his position ear-
lier this month. It was agreed to
give him additional time to review
his department’s operations and
budgetary needs and then return to
meet again with the council. Mr.
Luaces did describe the funding
requests as “something I can work
with.”

In a brief review of the engineer-
ing department’s budget requests,
Assistant Township Engineer Jo-
seph Timko told the council that a
dozen or so streets were slated for
new curbing and resurfacing this
year.

In response to a request from
Councilwoman Gialanella, Mr.
Timko said he thought it would be
possible to conduct traffic studies
of some of the streets around sev-
eral of the schools to see if vehicu-
lar and pedestrian safety could be
improved.

The council will hold another
budget meeting next Tuesday,
March 4, and Mr. Giaimis said he
expects to have township revenue
estimates for 2014 available next
week as well.

Attendees Urge ‘Yes’ Vote on
MS $19-M BOE Bond

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – At the board
of education’s meeting Tuesday
night, several residents, including
an eighth grader at the Deerfield
School, spoke in support of the up-
coming, Tuesday, March 11, $19
million bond referendum. Some re-
imbursement from the state is in-
cluded in the referendum for funds
spent on infrastructure repairs.
Speakers detailed the impact that
leaky roofs, broken boilers and out-
dated equipment were having on
the learning environment at the
Deerfield and Beechwood Schools.
Though details of the referendum
were not discussed, board mem-
bers encouraged the community to
review the terms of the proposal
and to contact them with any ques-
tions or concerns.

Board member Jeane Parker, who
is the board’s liaison with the Ber-
keley Heights Board of Education,
provided a preliminary report on a
proposal to improve cell phone and
emergency response service at Gov-
ernor Livingston High School by
installing a cell phone tower at the
rear of the varsity baseball field. In
addition, Ms. Parker noted in order
to correct any misperceptions re-
garding the relationship between
Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights, a Frequently Asked Ques-
tion (FAQ) was in the process of
being prepared and would shortly
be posted on the district’s web page.

The board told parents that seven
snow days had been used to date
and schools will be open Monday
and Tuesday, April 14 and 15, and
Monday, April 21.

The audience received a presen-
tation on the district’s IMovie En-
richment program. Four students
presented documentary films,
which they created with assistance
from Holly Loffredo. The students
used iPads to collect information,
input still images and create films.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky presented certificates of
recognition to six students who par-
ticipated in the Elks’ Hoop Shoot
program. The program is a national
free throw contest that provides chil-
dren between the ages of 8 and 13
with an opportunity to compete, con-

nect and succeed through hard work
and healthy competition. The six
students, Connor Tracy, Jiylan
Moorman, Ryan Diskin, Gianna
Ciccimarra, Nick Gamboa and Jes-
sica Roland, scored the highest in
their age range and moved onto the
District Level Hoop Shoot.

The board’s next meeting will be
Thursday, March 13.

CF Considers Pay Stations;
Budget Meetings Next Week

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township
committee, at its workshop meet-
ing on Monday night, decided to
amend an ordinance regulating
noise before introducing it at the
regular meeting on Tuesday
evening. The committee also heard
a proposal from the police depart-
ment on ordering new pay stations
for the downtown municipal lots
and received a copy of proposed
changes to the land use regulations
in the township’s master plan.

The proposed noise ordinance
was scrapped when committee
members took issue with some of
the new regulations. Committee
member Lisa Adubato said, “I don’t
want to fix something that’s not
broken.”

Police Lieutenant Edward Dav-
enport gave a presentation on re-
placing parking meters in the down-
town municipal lots in favor of pay
stations and said they would pay
for themselves in less than a year.
He said right now there are 26
meters. He proposed adding 18 pay
stations, at a cost of $275,753, or
replacing them all at a cost of
$462,982.

“The cost would remain at 25
cents per half hour,” Lieutenant
Davenport said. The motorist would
pay at the pay station and receive a
receipt as proof of payment, he said.

“The committee has time to think
about this before the introduction
of the capital budget,” Mayor Andis

Kalnins said.
Business Administrator Terrence

Hall said the budget process is on
track and that the budget must be
introduced by Wednesday, March
19. The committee set special dates
to meet with department heads for
Mondays, March 3 and 10. Mr. Hall
suggested requesting monthly re-
ports from each department to keep
the administration up to date on
department needs and expenditures.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak and
zoning consultant Paul Ricci gave
copies of proposed changes to the
municipal land use code in the mas-
ter plan to committee members to
consider. The purpose, said Mr.
Hudak, is to update zoning regula-
tions.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Barbara Krauss of the
Cranford Tree Advisory Board
asked the committee to make sure
that trees taken down to build a new
athletic field at Union County Col-
lege on Gallows Hill Road would
be replaced on a ratio of three to
one. She reminded the committee
that trees absorb and hold moisture.
She also requested that snow re-
moval be mandatory at all cross-
walks and corners to avoid acci-
dents, especially in areas where
children are walking to school.

Planning board member Rita La
Brutto asked committee attorney
Diane Dabulas if the township’s ap-
peal of the judge’s ruling on the pro-
posed Birchwood development had
been filed. Ms. Dabulas said it had.

the different skating populations,
commissioners decided to develop
design proposals with the contrac-
tors, then solicit feedback from
whichever skaters currently express
interest.

The design-first, feedback-second
approach will also keep community
requests realistic, Mr. Valente sug-
gested. “I’d much rather someone
be creative and tell me what we can
do and have an idea of the cost of
these structures…rather than get the
public all [excited] and then come
back and say we can’t do that, we
don’t have the money,” he said.

Mr. Cella expressed some con-
cern that the budget for the project
was already too limited, noting that
a similar recent project in Sea Isle
City had a budget that was “close to
double what you’re at.” He said he
will research public contracts law
on choosing a vendor, and then con-
nect with two vendors who offer
state-contract-approved equipment
units when he attends a New Jersey
Parks and Recreation Association
Conference in Atlantic City next
weekend.

In addition to surveying FRP with
regard to the skatepark project, Mr.
Cella said ARH will survey the ten-
nis area in that park. The courts
must be dug up and destroyed in
order to fix a drainage problem
underneath them. Commissioners
have been contemplating what to
install after the drainage problem is
fixed.

The project will likely not begin
until 2015, but grant applications
are due in August 2014 and money
must be encumbered soon. The
commissioners would like to re-
view their list of different possibili-
ties with the engineering company
in order to make a proposal to Fan-
wood Council, but have thus far
been advised to focus on the
skatepark process. Councilman
Kevin Boris said he will explain the
commissioners’ position to the
council and report back.

Meanwhile, the commission lis-
tened to a presentation by Neil
Kaufman and Doug Ackerman of

the SPFBA, who pitched a prelimi-
nary notion of reincarnating the FRP
courts as a 135-square-foot tee-ball
field. Councilman Boris reported
that, “There are at least two council
people who really love the idea of
Tee Ball.”

Members of the commission,
however, raised several concerns.
The expansion would require sig-
nificant tree removal, and it would
border closely on neighboring prop-
erties so that noise levels might be
an issue. Furthermore, the SPFBA
has not offered matching of funds,
whereas the soccer association has
done so for past projects.

Commission Secretary Anthony
Carter raised another concern. “I’ve
received communication from
members of the community that says
‘The board of SPFBA is not inter-
ested in diversity,’” he said, ex-
plaining that the demographic
make-up of the SPFBA’s appointed
positions does not reflect commu-
nity demographics. He reported
several attempts to speak to the
SPFBA about the matter, all of
which received no response. The
league is autonomous, he said, but
if they want a recreation commis-
sion-funded project, they will need
to acknowledge the broader inter-
ests of the community.

In other business, the commis-
sioners discussed the ice skating
rink, budget, and maintenance mat-
ters. The rink has been open eight
days this year, which is double last
year’s numbers. It is currently
closed, however, because snow on
the ice cannot be removed without
cracking the ice. Recreation Direc-
tor Bob Budiansky said he will
speak with the Department of Pub-
lic Works to see what can be done.

Mr. Budiansky also presented the
annual budgetary spending break-
down. Commissioners agreed to call
a separate meeting to review the
numbers. They were particularly
interested in investigating how to
cover the maintenance costs that
will be associated with all the im-
provements being implemented in
the five-year-plan.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Rec.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME ABOARD...Wesley Ditzel, III is sworn in as a firefighter at the
Cranford Township Committee meeting on Tuesday. The appointment is effec-
tive Saturday, March 1. He is a third-generation firefighter.


