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Crossroads Event to Feature
Ventriloquist, Comedians

GARWOOD — A special comedy
event will be held on Thursday,
March 6, beginning at 8 p.m. at
Crossroads, located at 78 North
Avenue in Garwood. Featured will
be ventriloquist Otto and George
along with comedians Jimmie
Allinder, Rich Carucci, Keith
Carnevale and Rich McDonald.

Otto and George is an adult-
themed ventriloquist comedy
team composed of comedian Otto
Petersen and his dummy, George
Dudley. Mr. Petersen began per-
forming with George as a street
act in Manhattan and Brooklyn in
the early 1970s. In the late ’70s,
they moved into nightclubs and
began to evolve into the current
act.

One notable aspect of Mr.
Petersen’s ventriloquism is that
his lips still move while he speaks
with the George voice, but the
illusion of there being a different
speaker is made with the sharp
contrast in the George voice with
his own.

Among the other performers
on the bill, Mr. Allinder is an
experienced stand-up comedian.
Mr. Carucci is a second-genera-

tion comedian and former child
actor who appeared in commer-
cials, off-Broadway and on a 1972
Ed Sullivan Easter special. Mr.
Carnevale opens for Otto and
George. Mr. McDonald, also
known as Big Rich from Jersey, is
a member of the comedy troupe
Dumb Kids In The Back as well as
a stand-up comedian.

Tickets are $15 when purchased
online at ticketfly.com or by visit-
ing crossroadsatgarwood.com.
Advance ticket purchase is highly
recommended. Tickets can be
purchased at the door for $20 per
person. Food and beverages will
be available for purchase sepa-
rately throughout the evening.

For more information about this
event, call (908) 518-0323 or e-
mail info@xxroads.com.

Otto and George

tegic planning, and leading an
emergency response team to
address students of concern.

Equally important, according
to President McMenamin, is that
she has “a caring attitude to-
ward students.”

“I understand community col-
leges not only from my profes-
sional work but also from the
perspective of once having been
a community college student my-
self. I am committed to the com-
munity college mission and to
ensuring the success of all stu-
dents,” Ms. Brewer said.

Ms. Brewer was selected as a
National Community College His-
panic Council (NCCHC) Fellow
and Chair of the Maryland Be-
havioral Intervention Team Af-
finity Group. She has also served
on numerous boards to include
the Latin American Advisory
Board to the County Executive
and the Board of Directors for
the Latin American Youth Cen-
ter in Washington, D.C.

Originally from New Brunswick,
and raised in Maryland, she
earned a Master of Arts in Coun-
seling with an emphasis in Stu-
dent Development in Higher Edu-
cation from Trinity University,
and a Bachelor of Arts in Psy-
chology from the University of
Maryland, College Park.

Ms. Castellanos Brewer re-
places Dr. Ralph Ford, who
served at Union for eight years
and left the College during the
summer to become President of
Central Texas College.

Volunteers Needed for Union
County Teen Arts Festival

CRANFORD – Do you like work-
ing with artists, teachers and
students? The Union County
Teen Arts Festival provides an
opportunity for volunteers to
get involved.

The Union County Teen Arts
Festival, sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Free-
holders through the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in
the Department of Parks and
Recreation, is a two-day cel-
ebration of the arts held annu-
ally at Union County College in
Cranford. The event, scheduled
for Thursday and Friday, March
20, and 21, is open to all stu-
dents from public, charter, pri-
vate and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.

“Nearly 3,500 students par-
ticipate in performances, cri-

t iquing seminars, master
classes and workshops with a
staff of 55 professional artists
in every discipline – visual art,
music, creative writing, theater
and dance,” said Freeholder
Chairman Christopher Hudak.
“Volunteers are needed to as-
sist artists with workshops,
manage performance sites and
staff information stations. We
appreciate the invaluable as-
sistance of our county residents
with this exciting program.”

If you are interested in any of
these activities, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs by calling
(908) 558-2550; NJ Relay Us-
ers cal l  711. Or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. The of-
fice is located at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth.

school will be evaluated by the
Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools in March.

While not mandatory, she told
attendees at Tuesday’s meet-
ing that the assessment, “is a
good thing for the high school.
It puts it under the microscope.”

Clark officials already have
prepared 200 pages of paper-
work for the Middle States ac-
creditation process and if ap-
proved, it will be good for seven
years.

In other actions, the board
approved five people, Douglas
Heintz, Meghan Emmons, Lynn
Tierney, Michael Bither and
Karen Bronikowski, as substi-
tute teachers pending a crimi-
nal history background check.

The board also appointed
Daniel Burke as the boys’ base-
ball coach, Dana Parkhill as the
girls’ softball coach, Armando
Gonzalez as the overnight
eighth-grade trip teacher and
Peggy Weiss as the overnight
eighth-grade trip nurse.

W-H Presents High
School Musical

EDISON — The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison will
present High School Musical, as
its annual spring musical with
four performances: Thursday
through Saturday, February 27
through March 1, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, March 2, at 3 p.m.
The show will be held in the
school’s All-Purpose Room.

Leading players include Alex
Barbet of Plainfield as Troy
Bolton, Neelam Patel of Edison
as Gabriella Montez, Julia Lin-
ger of Cranford as Sharpay
Evans, Michael Olano of South
Plainfield as Ryan Evans, Aditya
Dalal of Scotch Plains as Coach
Evans, Antonia Santangelo of
Rahway as Ms. Darbus and Harry
“T” Osborne of Plainfield as
Chad, as well as numerous other
students.

Tickets are $10 for adults and
students and $5 for senior citi-
zens. For more information call
(908) 754-1882.
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