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GARWOOD – The finance com-
mittee of the board of educa-
tion (BOE) will convene Satur-
day to devise its budget for the
2014-2015 school year, panel
Chairwoman Susan Groning
announced at Tuesday’s
monthly BOE meeting.

The panel must stay within 2
percent of last year’s $8.5-mil-
lion expenditure – with excep-
tions for items such as special
education and employee health
insurance – to avoid a voter
referendum on the blueprint.

“We meet Saturday to go
through all of our finances,” Ms.
Groning said. “We’ll see
what line items we need
to increase, as well as
where we’ll need to cut
in order to stay within
our 2-percent cap.”

The budget must be
presented for approval
to county officials by
Thursday, March 20,
she said, and if it passes
there, must be adopted
by the Garwood BOE
and presented publicly
on Tuesday, April 29.

Last year’s budget in-
cluded a $192,000 tax
increase, which
amounted to $95.33
per $100,000 of as-
sessed home value.

The snow that has
tested the patience of
Garwood residents also
has taken its toll on the
school calendar, requir-
ing the board to ap-
prove a change Tues-
day to hold classes on
Monday, April 21, the
day after Easter.

Winter storms have
forced the school to
close five times. The

original calendar had three
“snow days” built into it, all of
which have been used. School
was open Friday, February 14,
originally scheduled as a day
off, and April 21 will account for
the fifth canceled day due to
snow.

If further cancellations are
necessary, Superintendent
Teresa Quigley said the days
will be made up either during
spring break, April 14 to 18, or
added on at the end of the year.

“It’s hard on the kids and staff
because it’s inconsistent,” Ms.
Quigley said. “You’re in, you’re
out, you’re in.
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DECADES OF SERVICE…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, right, presents a
proclamation to Bill Severage, left, at the February 11 council meeting honoring
him for 55 years of service to the borough’s volunteer fire department.

Garwood Board of Education Adds
Makeup Days Due to Snowstorms

been a tough call, because the
snow is happening in the morn-
ing, but then it’s stopping. But
at what point is it a delayed
opening? Is it a ‘close the
school’?”

Ms. Quigley said she confers
with Clark school officials due
to the fact that Garwood sends
its high-school students to
Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ) High
School in Clark.

“We’re all up at 5 a.m.,” she
said. “I try to follow what Clark
does because our students go
there.”

In another ALJ-related mat-
ter, Ms. Quigley said the Clark
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YEARS OF SERVICE…Garwood Board of Education (BOE) President Christine Guerriero
reads a proclamation honoring retired BOE member Jack Sullivan  for his years of service
to the board.

Union County College Hires
A New VP for Students

CRANFORD — During the Janu-
ary 28 Board of Trustees meet-
ing, the Union County College
approved Helen Castellanos
Brewer as the new Vice President
of Student Development. She had
more than a decade of commu-
nity college experience in stu-
dent services.

Ms. Brewer will join the staff on
Monday, February 10, and man-
age the staff responsible for de-
signing, maintaining, and improv-
ing the quality of professional
support services for the College’s
12,000 students. The specific de-
partments she will oversee are
Counseling, the Educational Op-
portunity Fund, Financial Aid, Re-
cruitment, and College Life, which

includes athletics and student
clubs.

Ms. Castellanos Brewer began
her tenure in higher education
15 years ago and has worked in
student affairs at both two-year
and four-year colleges. Over the
past decade, she has served at a
community college-Montgomery
College in Rockville, Md. Her most
recent role was as Montgomery’s
Associate Dean of Students.

Ms. Brewer’s experience in-
cludes student affairs leader-
ship, implementation of student
success initiatives, program
management and administra-
tion, community outreach and
recruitment, academic advising,
career and personal counsel-
ing, judicial affairs, grant writ-
ing, program assessment, stra-
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