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Saturday February 22, 2014 at 7pm  |  The Presbyterian Church, Westfi eld 

Tickets $25-$75
Students $12

For tickets and 
information go to 

www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org 
 or call 908 232 9400

The Gypsy Spirit
KODALY Dances of Galanta   

SAINT-SAENS 
Cello Concerto No. 1

featuring soloist 
Allison Eldredge 

DVORÁK Symphony No. 8

Acclaimed Cellist Performs
With NJ Festival Orchestra

WAA Reschedules
Artistic Anatomy

WESTFIELD — Due to inclement
weather, the Artistic Anatomy pre-
sentation by Frank Falotico of the
duCret School of Art has been re-
scheduled for 1 – 4 p.m. Sunday,
February 23, at the Community
Room, Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield.

The meeting is handicapped-ac-
cessible, open to the general public,
and admission is free.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra will present The
Gypsy Spirit, a high-spirited cel-
ebration of folk and dance rhythms
in a symphonic context by master-
ful composers from the heart of
Europe on Saturday, February 22,
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

World renowned cellist, Allison
Eldredge, will join the orchestra to
perform one the greatest of all con-
certos: Saint-Saens’ Cello Concerto
No.1. The work is a vehicle to show-
case bravura performances and
Allison Eldredge is sure to delight.

“The concerto will sing and ring
in the hands of Allison,” said Music
Director David Wroe. “We are hon-
ored that she has agreed to join us to
perform what is generally recog-
nized as one of the most cherished
and challenging solos in the cello
literature.”

Heralded as “a musician of re-
markable gifts” by The Chicago
Tribune, New York City native
Allison Eldredge has captivated
audiences throughout the world
with her deeply communicative tone
and technique. A graduate of New
York’s Julliard School, Ms.
Eldredge has performed as a soloist
with many of the world’s most pres-
tigious orchestras including the
New York Philharmonic, the Cleve-
land Orchestra, the Chicago Sym-
phony, the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, the Boston Pops, the Tokyo
Metropolitan Symphony, China Na-
tional Symphony, Berlin Sym-
phony, London’s Royal Philhar-
monic, and more. Ms. Eldredge has
been featured on radio and televi-
sion programs such as New York’s
WQXR, Boston’s WGBH, and ABC’s
“Good Morning America.”

Over the years she has shared the
stage with numerous acclaimed artists
including Yo-Yo Ma, Joshua Bell, Andre
Previn, and Gil Shaham. She is also a
renowned master class teacher and pro-
moter of the Arts as well as a versatile
recording artist.

The Gypsy Spirit also features works

by Kodaly and Scarmolin and culmi-
nates with one of the great orchestral
works of the Romantic era, Dvorák’s
Symphony No. 8, an ode to 19th cen-
tury pastoral life in the composer’s
native Bohemia.

“The bursting dance rhythms, folk
melodies, and sheer rustic energy per-
vading this concert are guaranteed to
bring out the gypsy in us all,” stated
Maestro Wroe. “Audiences can expect
explosive results!”

The performance, made possible
through the generous support of the NJ
State Council on the Arts, the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, and the A. Louis
Scarmolin Trust, will take place on
Saturday, February 22 at 7 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

For tickets ($25-$75, students $12)
and information visit
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call
(908) 232-9400. The Gypsy Spirit
will also be performed at Morris
Museum’s Bickford Theater on
Sunday, February 23, at 3 p.m. For
tickets call (973) 971-3706.

Theater Project Jr. Gives
Back to Jardine Academy

Volunteers Needed for Union
County Teen Arts Festival

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Theater Project Jr. will help the students at The Jardine
Academy in Union celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss by performing songs from
Seussical! on Tuesday, February 25. Pictured, back row, are: Mark Lynch, Kelly
McMahon, James Lynch, Ashleigh Poszyler, Dylan Randazzo, Amanda Poszyler,
Tyler McMahon, Carly Mazer, Adam Kaunfer. Pictured in the middle row is
Arielle Handler. Pictured, front row, are: Stella Ferra, Jason Page, Tim Burns,
Nina Papapieto, Nina Randazzo, Cassidy Page, Chloe Levy, Alexis Page. In front
is Mia Papapieto.

Allison Eldredge

UNION — By day it is a very
special school for kids with dis-
abilities, but for the last five years,
The Jardine Academy in Union has
shared its auditorium so that The-
ater Project Junior could run its
annual musical theater workshop
there. Since the theater workshop is
at night and the special needs acad-
emy runs by day, the kids from the
two programs have never met –
until now.

Having performed their shows at
The Jardine Academy for the past
three summers, members of The-
ater Project Jr. (TPJ) will be return-
ing on Tuesday, February 25, to
help the students at The Jardine
celebrate the birthday of Dr Seuss
by performing songs from this past
summer’s production of Seussical!

When Cynthia Isaksen, principal
of the school, reached out to Mary
Iannelli, artistic director for TPJ, to
see if the children would return,
Mary was not sure how many kids

would be able to come back, but she
put out the call and was over-
whelmed at the response.

“Almost the entire cast will be
returning for this special concert.
They are looking forward to meet-
ing the children they usually only
see in the pictures posted through-
out the halls.”

Adam Kaunfer of Springfield and
a five year alum of TPJ, said, “Dr
Seuss was a staple of my child-
hood. It is an honor to play some of
his characters. I like turning myself
into a new character and seeing
how the audience will react to it. I
can’t wait for [this summers’
show]!”

After the concert is over, the mem-
bers of TPJ will begin getting ready
for this summer’s production of
Bugsy Malone Jr. Auditions will be
held in May and anyone interested
should contact
mary@TheTheaterProject.org for
additional information.

CRANFORD – Do you like work-
ing with artists, teachers and stu-
dents? The Union County Teen Arts
Festival provides an opportunity for
volunteers to get involved.

The Union County Teen Arts Fes-
tival, sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders through
the Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs in the Department of Parks
and Recreation, is a two-day celebra-
tion of the arts held annually at Union
County College in Cranford. The
event, scheduled for Thursday and
Friday, March 20, and 21, is open to
all students from public, charter, pri-
vate and parochial middle and high
schools in Union County.

“Nearly 3,500 students participate
in performances, critiquing semi-

nars, master classes and workshops
with a staff of 55 professional artists
in every discipline – visual art, mu-
sic, creative writing, theater and
dance,” said Freeholder Chairman
Christopher Hudak. “Volunteers are
needed to assist artists with work-
shops, manage performance sites and
staff information stations. We ap-
preciate the invaluable assistance of
our county residents with this excit-
ing program.”

If you are interested in any of
these activities, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs by calling (908) 558-
2550; NJ Relay Users call 711. Or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. The of-
fice is located at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth.

The Gypsy Spirit
Box Office

(908) 232-9400

The Town Book Store
Hosts Ann Ormsby

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store is hosting a Meet and Greet
for Ann Ormsby, author of the novel
“The Recovery Room,” on Satur-
day, February 22, from 2 – 4 p.m.

Who should make a woman’s
most private decision? Westfield
author Ann Ormsby answers this
question in a compelling work of
fiction that follows the paths of three
different women each struggling
with an unintended pregnancy in
the midst of an impending pro-life
demonstration, swirling media atten-
tion, and public scrutiny of this con-
troversial issue.

In the eye of the storm are sixteen-
year-old Clara Mahoney, a lonesome
girl living in a family strained by
autism; Pia Fernandez, a battered wife
who wants only to escape her abusive
husband; and Loren Elliot, a forty-
three-year-old who can barely make
ends meet with two kids in college
and a husband who just lost his job.

A must-read for anyone pondering
the question of reproductive rights,
The Recovery Room delicately de-
tails the lives of these women as they
explore why they want to end their
pregnancies, and reveals the secret
agendas, questionable motives, and
complex relationships behind the
masks of the corrupt forces that step
up to the soapbox to stop them.

Ann Ormsby is a freelance writer
with a master’s degree in journalism
from New York University. Her writ-
ings on reproductive freedom and
other public policy issues have ap-
peared in The Newark Star-Ledger,
The Huffington Post, njspotlight.com,
The Westfield Leader and patch.com.

Meet Ann Ormsby at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free
to call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of “The Recov-
ery Room.”

EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN...The cast of Spring Awakening assembles
in period clothing designed by director Jeffrey Fiorello. Cranford Dramatic
Club’s latest musical production takes an 1890s play and sets it to rock music to
deal with questions and situations that have plagued teens for centuries. The show
runs February 21 - 22, 28 and March 1 at 8 p.m.

Cranford Dramatic Club’s Spring Awakening
Sizzles With Adolescent Angst

‘ALL THAT’S KNOWN’...Teenage boys in a Latin class express their rage at the
establishment in Cranford Dramatic Club’s show, Spring Awakening, that
opened on Valentine’s Day. The sensitive production deals with mature subject
matter including abuse, sexual exploration and suicide.

CRANFORD – Pairing a 19th-
century German play with contem-
porary rock music does not sound
like the basis of a typical Broadway
musical. But the Cranford Dramatic
Club’s (CDC) latest production,
Spring Awakening, which opened
last weekend is not a typical any-
thing.

Director Jeffrey Fiorello and a
stellar company present the musi-
cal that takes Frank Wedekind’s play
by the same name to new heights.
With book and lyrics by Steven
Sater and music by Duncan Sheik,
it is a bitter/sweet look at adoles-
cence in a bygone era but whose
core still resonates today.

The story line centers on 1890
German teens that are frustrated by
their adolescent feelings in a re-
pressed society. In the opening
scene, Wendla (played sensitively
by Samantha Koenig) becomes an
aunt for the second time. In the
opening song, “Mama Who Bore
Me,” she begs to know more about
her body and how babies are made.
Her mother (Melissa Timpson, a
versatile actress who plays all of
the adult women in the play) is
embarrassed and just can not find
the words.

Cut to a scene of the village teen-
age boys in an all-boys high school
class. They are translating Latin
under the tutelage of a no-nonsense
teacher (Gus Ibranyi who adroitly

takes on the roles of the adult males).
When Moritz (Dave Maglione) is
mocked by his teacher for an incor-
rect answer, Moritz’s friend
Melchior (Chris Cantalupo) comes
to his defense. Unfortunately
Melchior, a boy who is known for
being rebellious, questioning and
bright, turns out to be a threat to
adults. In “All That’s Known”
Melchior sings that he trusts his
“own true mind” and does not want
to bow down to those in authority
just because he is told to do so. An
ill-fated James Dean of his time, he
sings, “You watch me” and we do
watch the character’s intensity and
profound sense of injustice in his
world.

Moritz confesses to Melchior that
he is disturbed by sexual dreams.
He does not realize they are a part
of hormones raging in a normal
young man. He asks the worldly-
wise Melchior to write down what
he knows about girls and the female
body (complete with illustrations,
please). This seemingly innocent
writing of one teen to another even-
tually leads to both of the boys’
undoing. Threads of the plot inter-
weave to involve a suspension from
school, first sexual experiences and
friction with adults.

Allie Acquafredda as Ilse is a
tender, sympathetic figure espe-
cially in her haunting song, “Blue
Wind.” Kimberly Jackson as Martha

can bring tears when she reveals
she has been abused in the sobering
piece, “The Dark I Know Well.”

A seven-piece orchestra under the
capable direction of Jack Bender
includes marvelous violin, viola,
cello and guitars, an interesting
combination, which lends depth to
many of the poignant melodies. Un-
fortunately on opening night, dur-
ing the first act, some of the indi-
vidual microphones failed so that
hearing the lyrics to a few of the
songs was difficult.

Thankfully, in the second act with
microphones at 100 percent, Mr.
Cantalupo’s clear, expressive voice
was captured. Mr. Maglione’s pow-
erful “Left Behind” is memorably
done as is the next number, “Totally
F _ _ _ ed” when the entire com-
pany join him in their rage. The
breadth of Ms. Koenig’s talent is
showcased in her final heartbreak-
ing number, “Whispering” that is
staged with thoughtfulness.

The singing of the entire cast is
first rate with powerful voices min-
gling close, intricate harmonies to
express longing and melancholy

fused with despair.
This outstanding CDC produc-

tion is headed by producer Eliza-
beth Howard, associate producer
Alan Van Antwerp and director Jef-
frey Fiorello. Choreographer
Megan Ferentinos’ intricate dance
moves beautifully echo the emo-
tional intensity of the songs.

The production team shows it is
multifaceted with actor Chris Ab-
bot (playing Hanschen) also de-
signing the stark, but effective raked
stage that is flanked with unique
panels of scrims that suggest trees.
Director Fiorello not only helps the
cast navigate sensitively through
the plot, but also designed their
period perfect costumes with the
help of Christina Hahn and Cindy
Lahiff. Lighting Coordinator John
Duryee does a fine job in creating
visual mood, specifically in the
church and grave yard scenes.

The show deals with difficult, ma-
ture themes such as child abuse,
sexual exploration, masturbation
and abortion. The topics may be as
old as time, but with a steady rock
beat and inventive staging, this well-
tuned production soars and speaks
to issues still relevant today.


