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POLICE BLOTTER

SPIRITUAL OCCASION...Nine Cub Scouts from Holy Trinity Interparochial
School Pack No. 73 received religious medals February 9 at a special ceremony
honoring them at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. The
religious medals, Light of Christ and Parvuli Dei, are earned by a Scout’s
completion of a workbook to learn more about his faith. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Top row, Alexander Canada, Parker Smith, Ryan Kennedy and
Jonathan Scalia, and bottom row, Ryan Barry, Henry Hiel and Robert Canada.
Thomas Lezynski and Matthew Sturchio also received awards.

Willow Grove to Celebrate
Chapel’s 125th Anniversary

SCOTCH PLAINS — The 125th
anniversary of the Old Stone Chapel
at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church will be celebrated during a
special worship service in the sanc-
tuary on Sunday, March 2, at 10 a.m.
The community is invited to be part
of this service, to be followed by a
reception.

The worship service will feature
music from the late 19th century,
including the song “Let Children
Hear the Mighty Deeds,” which was
sung by children in the late 1800s to
the tune “To Mears.” Susan Aymar,
founder of the original Willow Grove
Sunday School in 1826, will make a
“guest appearance.”

Pastor Cynthia Cochran-Carney
will deliver a sermon on the stone
chapel, Christ as the cornerstone and
the congregation as the living stones
of the church. The choir will sing an
anthem of celebration. After the
children’s message, the children and
young people will be invited to have
Sunday school classes in the stone
chapel and learn more about life in
the church in the late 1800s.

Following the worship service,
Maressa McFarlane, church mem-
ber and program director at the His-
toric Speedwell Museum in
Morristown, will give a PowerPoint
presentation and talk about the his-
tory of the Old Stone Chapel. Draw-
ings of the chapel by artist Frank
Thorne and other memorabilia will
be on display in Kiep Lounge.

The Stone Chapel, built in 1887,
was originally constructed to be used
as a Sunday school for area chil-
dren. It had its first day of official
use recorded as Christmas Day, 1888,

and was first used as a Sunday school
in 1889.

The worship service on March 2 is
part of a year-long celebration of the
chapel’s 125th anniversary. Other
upcoming events include a commu-
nity historic activity day, tours and
an oral history project.

The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, across
from the south-side fire station at
South Martine Avenue and Raritan
Road. All facilities are handicapped-
accessible and there is ample on-site
parking. For more information, call
(908) 232-5678 or visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY...The Willow Grove Presbyterian Church congrega-
tion is celebrating the 125th anniversary of the Willow Grove Stone Chapel this
year. Pictured in front of the Chapel Memorial Window, from left to right, are:
Marilyn Thorne, Willow Grove organist since 1953; the Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, pastor; Wilma Sinnock and Barbara Couphos, church mem-
bers and anniversary celebration committee members.

Historical Soc. Meeting
Set at Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, February 25, at 8
p.m. at the Willow Grove Chapel,
which marks its 125th anniversary
this year. It will be open to the public.

Local farmers built the small
Union Chapel. Eventually, so many
families participated that the church
was built around the chapel.
Throughout the years the chapel has
catered to children with Bible School
classes and a nursery school. During
the upcoming meeting, attendees will
learn about the history of the actual
street, what the area was like when
the chapel was built, and the chapel’s
special architecture.

The Willow Grove Chapel is lo-
cated at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Fellowship and refreshments
will follow the program.

Synagogues Establish Group
For Autism Spectrum Youth

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel of Scotch Plains,
Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch
Plains and Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim of Cranford have joined to-
gether to create a new Jewish youth
group, Kids Connect, for children
with autism spectrum disorders.

The first program will take place
this Sunday, February 23, from 12:30
to 1:30 p.m. at Congregation Beth
Israel. The topic will be family,
friends, community and Judaism.
Kids Connect activities will be open
to the entire community. Members
do not need to be affiliated with a
sponsoring synagogue.

“We know that a youth group can
be such an important part of teen
Jewish life — one that we want all of
our children to be able to enjoy,” said
Michelle Shapiro Abraham of Temple
Sholom.

Kids Connect was made possible
by support from MetroWest ABLE
(Access, Belonging and Life Enrich-
ment for People and Families with
Special Needs). MetroWest ABLE is a
program of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ and works to
advocate for and support individuals

and their families with special needs.
Kids Connect is designed for stu-

dents in grades 5 through 10, ages 10 to
15, who are on the autism spectrum and
who would otherwise be unable to
participate in a typical youth group
experience. With meetings every four
to six weeks, Kids Connect includes
holiday celebrations, trips, social ac-
tion projects and additional youth group
activities. Run by Kids Connect Coor-
dinator Dana Brenner, all programs
include both peer teen support and a
licensed special-needs educator on site.

“Kids Connect brings together the
teen leadership of three synagogues
from different towns and different
denominations,” said Elly Bauman,
education director of Congregation
Beth Israel.

Students from the sponsoring con-
gregations in grades 8 through 12 are
trained as “buddies” who help plan
the events, spend time with the youth
group members and support the pro-
gramming.

Parents may contact Ms. Brenner at
kidsconnectyouthgroup@gmail.com
to discuss their child’s participation in
the program or to visit
kidsconnectyouthgroup.weebly.com.

Library to Offer Programs
On Interviews, Gardening

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “How
to Interview for Success” this Satur-
day, February 22, at 2 p.m., and “Learn
the Basics of Gardening” on Saturday,
March 1, at 1:30 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Nancy Anderson, president of
Blackbird Learning Associates, a job
search training and consulting com-
pany, will present the interviewing
program. The program will cover
the three major types of interviews:
networking, telephone and face-to-
face. Participants will practice inter-
viewing using their own skill sets.
Ms. Anderson also will review inter-
view flow and anticipated questions.

Ms. Anderson has more than 25 years
experience in human resources, learn-
ing and development and relationship
management in the pharmaceutical, fi-
nance and insurance industries. She
has led the training projects for many
high-profile company initiatives.

She has worked for Johnson &
Johnson, the CIT Group, The Bank of
New York and the Chubb Group of

Insurance Companies. During her ca-
reer, she has trained thousands of do-
mestic and international employees.

Self-taught gardening enthusiast
Karen Camden will present the gar-
dening program. With over 40 years
of gardening experience, Ms. Camden
has utilized all of her knowledge in
the design of her own backyard.

She is a member of the Philadel-
phia Horticultural Society, as well
as the president of Camden Associ-
ates, a consulting firm that provides
services in communications and
people skills, organizational assess-
ments and clutter control.

These programs will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, call the
Westfield Memorial Library at (908)
789-4090. To register for the program,
visit the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.

University Lecture Series
To Begin Sunday at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS — The fifth
annual University Lecture Series will
take place at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey
this Sunday, February 23, through
May 8. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The lecture series is intended as a
vehicle for intellectual conversation
and stimulating debate. This year’s
series will include two author visits
and a Music Appreciation series.

The first lecture, which will be held
on February 23 at 11 a.m., will feature
Avi Cohen, co-founder of portable
uplink solutions company LiveU.

He will be followed by David E.
Kaufman, author of “Jewhooing the
Sixties: American Celebrity and Jew-
ish Identity,” on Tuesday, March 4,
at 7:30 p.m. On Sunday, March 30,
at 11 a.m., author and journalist
Harry Rosenfeld will share his ex-
periences from his book “From
Kristallnacht to Watergate: Mem-
oirs of a Newspaperman.”

On Tuesday, April 29, at 7:30 p.m.,
Meg Jacobs, visiting Associate Pro-
fessor of History and Public Affairs
at Princeton University, will present
“Panic at the Pump: America in the
70s.” Finally, on Thursday, May 8,
also at 7:30 p.m., Michael Kownacky
and Ted Otten will speak about the
change in the dynamics of family
life, priorities and tastes through the

lens of theater and music.
Added to the University Lecture

Series this year will be Music Ap-
preciation, intended to give listeners
a deeper and greater understanding
of all forms of music. These classes
will be held on Thursday, April 3;
Tuesday, April 8, and Thursdays,
April 17 and 24, all at 7:30 p.m.

The University Lecture Series is
open to the community. For full de-
scriptions of all programs and ticket
pricing and purchase, check jccnj.org.
Anyone with questions may contact
Simone Klein at (908) 889-8800, ex-
tension no. 214, or sklein@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

Lions Club to Hold
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
March 2. It will take place from 8 a.m.
to noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This “All-You-Can-Eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $7; children under age 6
may attend for free.

Tickets can be purchased at the door
or in advance from a Lions Club mem-
ber. This is one of many fundraisers
for this Lions Club, proceeds of which
are distributed to local charities and
community activities, with special
emphasis on the many organizations
throughout the area that serve the blind
and visually impaired.

For more information on the Scotch
Plains Lions Club Pancake Breakfast
or to reserve a place, call Pancake
Breakfast Chairman Ron Kelly at
(908) 753-8218.

Resolve Plans Program
For Kids of Divorce

SCOTCH PLAINS — Resolve
Community Counseling Center will
offer a free program to help children
deal with the anxieties and stresses
caused by separation and divorce. This
program also may help minimize the
often far-reaching after-effects of
marriage and/or relationship turmoil.

Children ages 9 through 12 are
invited to join the Children of Sepa-
ration and Divorce Group, to be held
Tuesday evenings, March 4 through
March 25, 2014, from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Orientation and interviews with
both parents and children will take
place Tuesday, February 25, begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. For an appoint-
ment, call (908) 322-9180.

This group will use peer discussion,
facilitated by Diane Pearson, a mar-
riage and family therapist, to help par-
ticipants understand the separation/di-
vorce process; learn to understand feel-
ings of sadness, fear, anger and guilt;
learn to express these feelings appro-
priately and to develop effective cop-
ing strategies. Fun activities are planned
to create an atmosphere that will make
discussing difficult topics easier. Ms.
Pearson will be joined by Michelle
Renaud, a masters level intern.

Each group will meet at Resolve
Community Counseling Center, lo-
cated at 1830 Front Street in Scotch
Plains. To register, call (908) 322-
9180, extension no. 10.

Resolve Community Counseling
Center is a non-profit organization
providing mental health services. For
more information, visit resolvenj.com.

Crossroads Event to Feature
Ventriloquist, Comedians

GARWOOD — A special comedy
event will be held on Thursday, March
6, beginning at 8 p.m. at Crossroads,
located at 78 North Avenue in Garwood.
Featured will be ventriloquist Otto and
George along with comedians Jimmie
Allinder, Rich Carucci, Keith Carnevale
and Rich McDonald.

Otto and George is an adult-themed
ventriloquist comedy team composed
of comedian Otto Petersen and his
dummy, George Dudley. Mr. Petersen
began performing with George as a
street act in Manhattan and Brooklyn
in the early 1970s. In the late ’70s,
they moved into nightclubs and be-
gan to evolve into the current act.

One notable aspect of Mr.
Petersen’s ventriloquism is that his
lips still move while he speaks with
the George voice, but the illusion of
there being a different speaker is made
with the sharp contrast in the George
voice with his own.

Among the other performers on
the bill, Mr. Allinder is an experi-
enced stand-up comedian. Mr.
Carucci is a second-generation co-
median and former child actor who
appeared in commercials, off-Broad-
way and on a 1972 Ed Sullivan Easter
special. Mr. Carnevale opens for Otto
and George. Mr. McDonald, also

known as Big Rich from Jersey, is a
member of the comedy troupe Dumb
Kids In The Back as well as a stand-
up comedian.

Tickets are $15 when purchased
online at ticketfly.com or by visiting
crossroadsatgarwood.com. Advance
ticket purchase is highly recommended.
Tickets can be purchased at the door for
$20 per person. Food and beverages
will be available for purchase sepa-
rately throughout the evening.

For more information about this
event, call (908) 518-0323 or e-mail
info@xxroads.com.

Otto and George

Westfield
Tuesday, February 11, Courtney

Schael, 50, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 100 block of
Wychwood Road on an outstand-
ing no-bail sheriff ’s warrant.
Schael was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Office pending a court appearance.

Tuesday,  February 11,  a
Westfield resident reported the
theft of an iPhone 4 and accompa-
nying OtterBox case from an es-
tablishment on Clark Street. The
theft occurred between 2:30 and 5
p.m. that day. The approximate
value of the stolen items is $300.

Wednesday, February 12, a
Westfield resident reported the
theft of an iPhone 5 and accompa-
nying blue-and-gray Belkin case
from an establishment on Clark
Street. The theft occurred on Feb-
ruary 11 between 4 and 5 p.m. The
approximate value of the stolen
items is $400.

Thursday, February 13, Melvin
Gonzalez, Jr., 22, of Perth Amboy
was arrested subsequent to a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the area of Cen-
tral and Sussex Avenues on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant
for $114. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, February 15, Carlos
Audas-Acosta, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on a Plainfield war-
rant for $750 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West
South Avenue and West Broad
Street. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was
processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department in
lieu of bail.

Sunday, February 16, police re-
sponded to an alarm activation at a
residence on the 100 block of Lin-
coln Road. Upon their arrival, the
officers observed damage to the
rear door of the residence, which
was slightly ajar. A check of the
residence was negative for any sus-
pects. The homeowner arrived on
the scene and confirmed that the
damage was new. Further investi-
gation revealed that the individual
or suspects involved did not gain
entry into the home.

Mountainside
Monday, February 10, Sergio

Paulo DosSantos, 42, of Clark was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on New Providence Road for
driving without a license. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, February 14, a resident
of North Plainfield notified police

after his motor vehicle struck a
pothole on Route 22 near New
Providence Road and sustained a
flat tire. Notification was made to
the Department of Transportation,
police said.

Sunday, February 16, a resident
of Plainfield reported that her mo-
tor vehicle struck a pothole on
Route 22 near Lawrence Avenue
and sustained a flat tire, as well as
damage to the rim. Notification
was made to the Department of
Transportation, police said.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 10, Sharon

Gallagher, 53, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle violation on Tussel
Lane. After Gallagher failed sev-
eral field sobriety tests at the scene,
she was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Monday, February 10, a resident
of Gary Court reported that some-
one keeps texting her asking for
money.

Tuesday, February 11, Nicholas
DiCanto, 45, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding $710 war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released.

Wednesday, February 12, a resi-
dent of Carri Farm Court reported
that she had a party and that some-
one removed several items from
the house, worth approximately
$450.

Wednesday, February 12, a resi-
dent of Westfield Avenue reported
that sometime overnight someone
broke a window in her house.

Friday, February 14, the man-
ager of a Route 22 business re-
ported that sometime overnight
someone entered his establishment
by smashing the glass of the front
door, and once inside, removed an
undetermined amount of cash.

Friday, February 14, a resident
of Park Avenue reported that he
had received a bill from a phone
company for approximately $700
for charges that he did not make.

Saturday, February 15, a resi-
dent of Golf Street reported that
sometime overnight someone hit
his motor vehicle and drove away
while his vehicle was legally
parked in front of his house.

Sunday, February 16, Evan
Aspell, 24, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. After Aspell failed sev-
eral field sobriety tests at the scene,
he was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Fanwood Exhibit
To Feature Censuses
FANWOOD — The Fanwood His-

toric Preservation Commission will
place on public exhibition at the
Fanwood Museum for the first time
Sunday, March 2, between 2 and 4 p.m.
a copy of Fanwood’s full census for the
years 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930.

For the year 1880 the municipality
was named Fanwood Township and
included what today is Fanwood Bor-
ough and Scotch Plains Township.

In the later years of the hand-written
censuses, the following data were listed
for each person surveyed in each house-
hold: the street name, names of the
people living in a household, their ages,
their relationship to each other, their
citizenship, their education, place of
birth, their native language, their occu-
pation and their place of work.

The Fanwood Museum is located
on the lower level of the historic
railroad station, at the corner of
Martine and North Avenues. Mem-
bers of the Historic Preservation Com-
mission will be available to answer
questions, point out facts of special
interest and aid in search of specific
names visitors might be seeking.

Police Dept. Releases Report
On Traffic Accident Fatality

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department has released its
report on a traffic accident that oc-
curred February 2, in which a
woman was fatally injured when
she and her husband were struck by
a motor vehicle as they crossed a
local intersection.

According to the report, Donna
Rothstein, 63, and her husband,
Bruce, 62, residents of Westfield,
were crossing east to west in the
crosswalk at the intersection of
Prospect Street and Cowperthwaite
Place at 5:56 p.m. when the acci-
dent occurred.

The motorist, Jason Lutz, 24, also
of Westfield, was traveling south
on Prospect Street, approaching the
intersection of Cowperthwaite

Place. As the Land Rover entered
the intersection it struck the two
pedestrians, who were approxi-
mately halfway across the street,
the police report stated.

According to the report, Mrs.
Rothstein sustained serious bodily
injuries as a result of the accident.
She was transported from the scene
by the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad to University Hospital in
Newark, where she died from her
injuries on February 5.

The police department con-
firmed that Mr. Lutz was given
blood and urine tests for drugs or
alcohol, but the results have not
been made public. The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office will
now evaluate the report.

Westfield Rotary to Present
Pancake Breakfast March 1

WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield’s 48th Annual Pancake
Breakfast will be held on Saturday,
March 1, from 8 a.m. to noon, in the
Westfield High School cafeteria.
Tickets will be $10 and available at
the door. The high school is located
at 550 Dorian Road in Westfield.

During the event, there will be a
50-50 cash raffle to support Rotary
Foundation scholarships for
Westfield students. Additionally, the
Westfield High School and Inter-
mediate School Jazz Bands and a
variety of other school extracur-
ricular performing musical groups
will provide entertainment.

A Children’s Fair, sponsored by
the Westfield Area “Y” and featur-
ing a moonwalk, face painting, spin
art, balloons and multiple other ac-
tivities, also will be available for
families to enjoy.

Local youth organizations, in-
cluding the Westfield High School
Rotary Interact Club and Elemen-
tary School Early Act Clubs,
Westfield Area “Y” Leaders Club
and Black Achievers Club, and Boy
Scouts, will volunteer to support
the breakfast.

Proceeds from this event support
the Rotary Scholarship Fund and
Rotary Community Service Grants.
Since the inception of the Pancake
Breakfast in 1967, the Rotary Club
has awarded $2 million in scholar-
ship grants to more than 1,500 stu-
dents.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday for lunch at
the Westfield Area “Y.” Guests and
interested prospective members are
always welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit westfieldrotary.com/.


