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SEVENTY FIVE CENTS

Westfield Snow Efforts Have
Included 14 Storms, Downtown
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — With 14 plowable snowstorms to date, Westfield,
like most towns, is facing an uphill
battle in keeping local streets clear
while trying to find the time to patch
numerous potholes.
To date, the town has spent around
$100,000 in overtime for snow removal this year, up $75,000 over a
normal winter, according to Town
Administrator Jim Gildea.
Meeting with The Westfield Leader
on Tuesday morning, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky said the town has had measurable snowfall of 63 inches through
Tuesday morning, the most in
Westfield since 70 inches fell in 1996.

The town has 10 streets where
motor vehicles must be removed during snowstorms for snow-removal
efforts. Mr. Gildea said the town
council’s public works committee will
consider expanding that list.
In an effort to keep the downtown
business district open, the town’s
Department of Public Works (DPW)
used front-end loaders and roll-off
trucks and other equipment to remove snow piles from key locations
in the downtown. Areas where snow
was removed were East Broad Street
in the downtown, Elm Street, Quimby
Street, Prospect Street, Lenox Avenue, Central Avenue and Elmer
Street. The operation occurred overnight on Saturday into Sunday, from
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MOUNTAINS OF SNOW...The Westfield Department of Public Works has
made Gumbert Park the dumping ground for excess snow, creating mountains of
snow from one end of the parking lot to the other.

GW BOE Adds Makeup
Days Due to Snowstorms
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The finance committee of the board of education
(BOE) will convene Saturday to
devise its budget for the 2014-2015
school year, panel Chairwoman Susan Groning announced at
Tuesday’s monthly BOE meeting.
The panel must stay within 2 percent of last year’s $8.5-million expenditure – with exceptions for
items such as special education and
employee health insurance – to
avoid a voter referendum on the
blueprint.
“We meet Saturday to go through
all of our finances,” Ms. Groning
said. “We’ll see what line items we
need to increase, as well as where
we’ll need to cut in order to stay
within our 2-percent cap.”
The budget must be presented for
approval to county officials by
Thursday, March 20, she said, and
if it passes there, must be adopted
by the Garwood BOE and presented
publicly on Tuesday, April 29.

Last year’s budget included a
$192,000 tax increase, which
amounted to $95.33 per $100,000
of assessed home value.
The snow that has tested the patience of Garwood residents also
has taken its toll on the school calendar, requiring the board to approve a change Tuesday to hold
classes on Monday, April 21, the
day after Easter.
Winter storms have forced the
school to close five times. The original calendar had three “snow days”
built into it, all of which have been
used. School was open Friday, February 14, originally scheduled as a
day off, and April 21 will account
for the fifth canceled day due to
snow.
If further cancellations are necessary, Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said the days will be made
up either during spring break, April
14 to 18, or added on at the end of
the year.
“It’s hard on the kids and staff
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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YEARS OF SERVICE…Garwood Board of Education (BOE) President Christine Guerriero reads a proclamation honoring retired BOE member Jack Sullivan
for his years of service to the board.
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midnight to 8 a.m.
“When you have this much accumulation of snow, you try to do it,
especially with the start of Restaurant Week (which began Monday
night)...to make it more pleasant, but
just from a public safety standpoint,
to try and get the intersections cleaned
up as much as possible,” the mayor
said.
Mr. Gildea said snow is removed
from the downtown when access to
stores is beyond what the store owner
can clear from the sidewalk to the
street. The snow piles were transported by the DPW to Gumbert Park.
He said the town has an order in for
500 tons of salt. The mayor has been
in touch with state and county representatives regarding salt deliveries.
Mr. Gildea said the remaining salt
Westfield has is being reserved for
schools and emergency situations
such as for intersections. The town
has used 400 tons of salt this winter to
date.
He said the town has 24 zones that
are plowed by 22 DPW employees.
He said plowing more than 100 miles
of streets and removing snow from
the downtown has been a full-time
task for DPW crews. The
department’s 32 employees include
sidewalk crews, front-end loader operators, plowers and mechanics, who
have been repairing equipment damaged during snow-removal operations.
“The public works guys, especially
this time of the year, have put in a lot,
lot of hours, and I’ve got to admire
them for their dedication and positive attitude. We have no problem
bringing them in. They come in and
they work hard until it’s done. They
are working many hours straight,”
Mayor Skibitsky said.
In terms of potholes, the mayor
said, “We are trying to stay on top of
them, but we are spending too much
right now on moving snow. No matter where you go around the state,
roads are in bad shape and so it’s hard
to get to them.”
“So whenever we can, we are out
there fixing potholes,” the mayor said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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HELPING HANDS…On February 12, fifth graders at Washington Elementary School in Westfield made sandwiches for
St. Joseph’s Social Service Center in Elizabeth, a center that serves those in need from Elizabeth. The center provides food,
clothing and a wide range of services and programs for the community.

WF Council Hears Presentation
From Architectural Firm
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —At its regular conference meeting this past Tuesday
evening, the Westfield Town Council
heard a detailed presentation provided
by representatives from Marchetto,
Higgins and Stieve, an architectural,
planning and urban design firm from
Hoboken.
The firm proposed a residential building situated on one-and-a-half acres to
be constructed on the corner of Central
Avenue and South Avenue West containing 70 apartment units for rent.
Representatives from Claremont
Companies, a construction company
based out of Far Hills, also were present
and added to the discussion.
According to Councilman James
Foerst, the council’s liaison to the town’s
planning board, the firms have been in
discussions with the planning board
about the project.
The impetus for these preliminary

Direct Trains to NYC
Finally Arrive In Westfield
By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Direct train travel
to New York City will be a reality for
Westfield passengers in less than two
weeks time…..as long as they can travel
at off-peak hours on a weekday.
Tom Morgan, senior director of rail
service planning at NJ Transit, announced at Tuesday’s meeting of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition that, starting Monday, March 3, five trains a day
in each direction would travel directly
into and out of Penn Station without
travelers needing to change trains in
Newark.
The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
which has campaigned for many years
to bring about this landmark change,
heard that direct trains would operate
from Monday to Friday, stopping at
most of the stations on the Raritan
Valley Line.
Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer
welcomed the news, which he said
represented step one in a four-step plan
that would eventually see one-seat rides
at peak times, although he admitted
that this was some way off. Step two
would be one-seat rides in the evening,
step three would be one-seat rides on
weekends.
Mr. Palmer explained, “This would
not have been possible before now
because there were no trains that could
switch between diesel and electric to
get through the tunnel.
“We got the first trains that could do
this about a year ago, then some of
them were damaged by Sandy, so we
had to wait a little longer.”
Mr. Morgan said an additional car

would be attached to each train, making a total of seven, to accommodate
anticipated extra traffic due to the imminent closure of the Pulaski Skyway
for renovation work.
“We haven’t run these trains with
seven multi-level cars before, and they
do use fuel at a higher level, so we will
be monitoring the situation,” he explained.
Mr. Morgan explained that this was
a pilot scheme and NJ Transit would be
watching closely to see how it went.
Ticket prices would remain the same,
although the journey would obviously
be shorter.
Council officials and residents of
towns with stations on the Raritan Valley Line had traveled to Westfield in
treacherous driving conditions to hear
the announcement and ask questions
of Mr. Morgan.
Mr. Morgan was repeatedly asked
about the possibility of the trial being
extended to peak travel times, but he
said there were a number of challenges
that had to be faced before this could
happen.
One of these was that the tunnel
currently was being used to its full
capacity of 25 trains an hour at peak
times, but he added that regular meetings were being held with Amtrak to
discuss the possibility of a new tunnel.
The Raritan Valley Line runs from
High Bridge to Newark Penn Station,
stopping atAnnandale, Lebanon, White
House, North Branch, Raritan,
Somerville, Bridgewater, Bound Brook,
Dunellen, Plainfield, Netherwood, Fanwood, Westfield, Garwood, Cranford,
Roselle Park and Union.

Congratulations to Our
January
Sales Associates of the Month!

discussions was addressed by Mr.
Foerst. “As many of you know, our
town has worked pretty aggressively in
order to comply with COAH (Council
on Affordable Housing)…as an offshoot of that, Claremont has come to us
with a proposal for one of our sites and
we asked them to present to the full
council to tell us about their project,”
Councilman Foerst said.
Fifteen to 20 percent of the apartments would be slotted to become lowincome affordable housing units in
compliance with COAH regulations.

Claremont Construction commissioned Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve
to design the project and to present its
design to the town council.
Dean Marchetto, founding member
of Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve, presented a slide show with pictures of the
proposed project. Before designing the
building, Marchetto toured the town to
get an appreciation of its architecture in
order to incorporate it in his design.
“One of the things our firm does is
try to design projects that fit in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

MS Council Honors
Centenarian and Eagle Scout
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — There was a
celebratory air at Tuesday’s meeting
of the Mountainside Borough Council, where proclamations were issued
in recognition of Edward
Verlangieri’s 100th birthday and to
honor Eagle Scout Ryan Vargo.
Mr. Verlangieri was born on January 31, 1914 and moved to Mountainside on April 25, 1952, where he
and his late wife, Marian, built a
home on Wood Valley Road at a time
when there were only five other homes
on what was then an uncurbed street.
The Verlangieris were involved in
many community groups, including
what eventually became the Mountainside Newcomers Club.

At the request of the council, Mr.
Verlangieri graciously took the podium and shared his secrets to a long,
happy life. He urged the audience to
always have music in their homes
and to become “lifelong learners,”
explaining that he had his wife take
college classes until 2004.
Mr.Verlangieri further explained that,
“hard work never hurt anyone,” recalling his first job was as a “water
boy” at his uncle’s sewer construction company when he was 12 years
old. He concluded by reminding the
community to “be happy and adventurous,” noting he had visited 48 of
the United States as well as Gibraltar,
Panama and other exotic locations.
The council also honored Ryan
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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NEW DEVELOPMENT...The Westfield Town Council heard a detailed presentation from Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve, an architectural, planning and urban
design firm from Hoboken, at its meeting on Tuesday. The firm proposed a
residential building to be constructed on the corner of Central Avenue and South
Avenue West containing 70 apartment units for rent.
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SP Council to Discuss
Changes to Form of Gov.
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

FROZEN GIANT...A snowman towers over the neighborhood in the front yard
of a residence on Summit Avenue in Westfield. Freezing temperatures are
working in his favor.

SP-F Consolidation Panel
May Apply for 503c Status
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The FanwoodScotch Plains Consolidation Study
Commission held its monthly meeting
on last Wednesday evening at the Board
of Education Offices at the Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains. The committee is made up of residents of both
communities interested in exploring
the viability of combining the two communities into one municipality. The
committee chairman is Don Parisi of
Scotch Plains and the vice-chairman is
Anthony Di Battista of Fanwood.
Mr. Parisi asked committee members to think about the committee applying for 503c (non-profit) status.
Since the weather was bad and many
members were absent, it remains a
topic to be considered again.
Fred Lange, a member of the finance
committee, said that he was speaking
with a board member of a large foundation to see if the foundation would be
interested in funding the study. There is
no answer to that question yet. Eugene
McCarthy, of the Local Finance Board
of the New Jersey Department of Committee Affairs, advised the committee
that if they had that status(503c), they
would have to have insurance. Mr.
Parisi had already sought insurance
quotes related to the study and said
he had received one from the Hartford Co. for $628.
Sarah Dreikorn of Scotch Plains,
also on the finance committee, said
she had been trolling the Internet
looking for possible organizations,
which might be interested in advancing money for the study to be done.
Some require a percentage of the
amount asked for advanced as a fee,
she said. The committee was not too
keen on that idea. However, Ms.
Dreikorn said that putting together a
multi-media presentation, which
could even include a video might be
a good tool to use when seeking funding from a foundation or organization. Committee member Bruce
Arthur, also a Scotch Plains resident,
said he would be interested in working on a project like that.
Committee member John Thompson of Scotch Plains suggested getting a Rutgers student to do the study
as a thesis. Committee Vice-Chairman Anthony DiBattista said the semester time frame and the length of
the study would probably not coin-

cide.
Committee member Matthew
Juckes of Fanwood said he would
like to keep residents of both communities of the committee’s progress
on Facebook, and would like to see
the committee have its own website.
Committee member Dan McCarey
of Fanwood said he is still posting the
minutes of the committee’s meetings
on a local Internet local news site.
A local resident asked why the two
communities don’t just take a vote to
see if the residents wish to connect.
Eugene McCarthy, of the Local finance
board, of the N.J. Department of Community Affairs, told that a study would
have to be done about the effect of a
connection on local services and other
details, before the issue could come to
a public vote.
A local resident handed out flyers on
a meeting to be held on Monday, February 24, 7 p.m., at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road,
on the process of tax appeals. The
next meeting of the Consolidation
Study Commission will be Wednesday, March 5, at the board of Education offices, located at the Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains.

MS Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Vargo, who recently became an Eagle
Scout, the highest rank in Boy Scouting. The achievement requires completing a community service project
as well as demonstrating good character. Ryan’s community service
project involved significant renovations to the landscaping at
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools,
including the installation of a new
flagpole and the construction of two
benches. In his acceptance speech,
Ryan acknowledged the support of
his parents, the example set by his
older brother, who also is an Eagle
Scout, and the many hardworking
volunteers who dedicated countless
hours to the Mountainside Boy
Scouts.
In other business, the council approved a $300 contribution to Project
Graduation and discussed how well
the Department of Public Works had
handled the many challenges associated with the recent heavy snowfalls.

Westfield Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

context of the existing area,” stated Mr.
Marchetto. “We try to pick out some
architectural examples of buildings that
we felt would be a reference to the
design of the building.”
Mr. Marchetto stated the town’s historic firehouse, located on North Avenue, partially inspired the proposed
building’s own central tower.
The over 80,000-square-foot, fourstory structure will have 35 one-bedroom apartments and 35 two-bedroom
apartments and include 122 parking
spaces on the ground floor of the building. The parking lot would be hidden
by the facade of the building.
Mr. Marchetto anticipates the residents would be a mixture of young
professionals, due to the building’s
proximity to the train station, and empty
nesters who wish to remain in Westfield
while downsizing from single-family
residences.
As it currently is designed, the building will be 42 feet tall, which would
require a variance from the planning
board. A building of this type is required to be 40 feet tall, according to
town ordinance.
The building will not have any retail
spaces but will house a gym and two

common outdoor terraces for its residents.
Michael Tobia, a community planning consultant from Morristown attached to the project, spoke on the
benefits of completing the building in
its proposed location. “This is what we
call ‘smart growth.’ We are going to
take a site right now that is underutilized
and improve it…When I coach people
on where these projects are supposed
to go, this is it,” stated Mr. Tobia.
Mr. Foerst explained the next part of
the process for the planning board.
“After their presentation, it will then be
referred back to my committee so no
decisions will be made tonight; none of
the council members will be asked to
vote on anything,” Mr. Foerst said.
“This is a first step. It is an information
session and then we’ll take it back to
committee and figure out if it’s something worthwhile for the town.”
The next town council conference
session open to the public is scheduled for Tuesday, March 4, at 7 p.m.
at the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The conference session will be immediately
followed by the council’s regular
public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council next month is expected to
discuss the township’s form of government although it’s unclear whether
actual changes will be proposed as a
result of those conversations.
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus is
seeking to have the governing body
talk about possibly changing the way
that the five council members are
elected, from partisan to non-partisan elections. Although he did not
provide specifics, he also said he
wants to discuss “how we elect the
mayor.” Until 2000, mayors were
chosen by the council to serve for
one-year terms; since then, voters
have directly elected mayors to serve
for four years. Mr. Marcus tried to
start the discussion at the council’s
regular meeting on Tuesday, but his
colleagues asked that the matter be
put off until the council’s conference meeting on Tuesday, March 4
so that members could have time to
prepare. Any significant changes to
the form of the township’s government would likely be subject to a
voter referendum.
The council awarded three contracts on Tuesday, including a
$107,100 contract to Caffrey Tree
and Landscaping for tree removal
and tree trimming services for the
remainder of this year and a $31,900
contract to High Tech landscapes for
stump grinding services through
year’s end. The council also approved
appointing Jersey Professional Management to facilitate and coordinate
activities for the shared services coordinating committee composed of
representatives from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education. Each
of the three participating entities will
contribute $2,200 for JPM’s services.
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella
voted against the appointment, saying she objected to paying JPM
merely “to schedule meetings and
write minutes.”
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
announced that Carlos Luaces has
been hired to serve as the new fulltime director of the Department of
Public Works (DPW). Mr. Luaces
has “significant experience” in the
private sector, Mr. Giaimis said, including work with a large paving
company that was involved with
many road-paving projects. The new
director also has experience with
auto mechanics and repair and with
landscape architecture.
In a related matter, Mr. Giaimis
said he is working with the DPW
and the board of education to address residents’ concerns about vehicle and pedestrian safety on some
of the streets surrounding the public
schools. One resident on Tuesday
expressed her concern that the piles
of plowed snow have left some streets
so cramped that only one car at a
time can traverse a street and that
people have been forced to walk in
the streets due to the piles of snow.

UC Prosecutor’s Office
Investigate SP Shooting
SCOTCH PLAINS – A man was
shot inside a home in Scotch Plains
Tuesday morning at approximately
11 a.m. and police are questioning
family members to determine how
it happened, according to a report
on nj.com.
The victim, whom police did not
identify, was in a residence on
Church Avenue when he was shot
in the chest and suffered non-lifethreatening injuries, police said.
According to the report, Police
Chief Brian Mahoney stated that
authorities do not believe the gunshot was self-inflicted. Police are
questioning the family members in
order to determine if the victim was
involved in a dispute.
Original reports indicated that the
victim may have been cleaning the
gun when it went off. That report
was found to be inaccurate, Chief
Mahoney stated.
Scotch Plains Det./Sgt. Brian
Donnelly told The Westfield Leader
that the incident is being investigated by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Giaimis and Mayor Kevin Glover
disagreed on the first steps to be
taken as part of the effort to preserve the 200-year-old building at
Scotch Hills Country Club, formerly
known as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club, which was the
country’s first African-American
owned and operated country club.
An historical architect is currently
evaluating the condition of the building, its roof and its foundation, and
Mr. Giaimis said on Tuesday that
the final report had not yet been
completed. Once township officials
receive it, then “we’ll decide how to
proceed.”
Mayor Glover said he had been
under the impression since last fall
— when the contract for the study
was approved — that the roof would
be the first thing to be addressed
and repaired. He pointed to the large
amount of snow and ice on the roof
and worried that it could collapse
under the weight. “My clear understanding,” the mayor said, was that
the matter of the building’s roof
would be “isolated” from the rest of
the building. Mr. Giaimis maintained that the architect’s report
would be digested in full before
decisions on how to proceed were
made. Councilman William Vastine
said he did not recall assigning the
historical architect or any other person “the separate task” of providing
a quote for the repair of the
building’s roof.

Holt Announces
Retirement
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th), whose district
includes all of Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains, announced Tuesday
that he will not seek a ninth term in
Congress. The two towns just joined
the district last year following redistricting.
The report also listed possible candidates as state Assemblymen
Upendra Chivukula (D-17th,
Somerset), Daniel Benson (D-14th,
Hamilton Square) and Wayne
DeAngelo (D-14th, Hamilton), as
well as Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains) and
former Edison Mayor Jun Choi.

GW BOE
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because it’s inconsistent,” Ms.
Quigley said. “You’re in, you’re
out, you’re in.
“All of these snow days have been
a tough call, because the snow is
happening in the morning, but then
it’s stopping. But at what point is it
a delayed opening? Is it a ‘close the
school’?”
Ms. Quigley said she confers with
Clark school officials due to the
fact that Garwood sends its highschool students to Arthur L. Johnson
(ALJ) High School in Clark.
“We’re all up at 5 a.m.,” she said.
“I try to follow what Clark does
because our students go there.”
In another ALJ-related matter,
Ms. Quigley said the Clark school
will be evaluated by the Middle
States Association of Colleges and
Schools in March.
While not mandatory, she told
attendees at Tuesday’s meeting that
the assessment, “is a good thing for
the high school. It puts it under the
microscope.”
Clark officials already have prepared 200 pages of paperwork for
the Middle States accreditation process and if approved, it will be good
for seven years.
In other actions, the board approved five people, Douglas Heintz,
Meghan Emmons, Lynn Tierney,
Michael Bither and Karen
Bronikowski, as substitute teachers
pending a criminal history background check.
The board also appointed Daniel
Burke as the boys’ baseball coach,
Dana Parkhill as the girls’ softball
coach, Armando Gonzalez as the
overnight eighth-grade trip teacher
and Peggy Weiss as the overnight
eighth-grade trip nurse.

Oops, We Messed Up!#&!!

Some subscription renewal postcards for March were accidentally
mailed out last week with different names and addresses on the back of the
cards. Please renew and we will get it right. We manually confirm
everything.
You can check your customer number and RENEW month on your
newspaper mailing label as shown above. If any questions, e-mail
business@goleader.com. We apologize for any confusion. (908) 232-4407

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter

PARTY TIME...Brian Walter was a guest bartender at a fundraiser for the
Children's Network of Hope (CNOH) held recently at Molly Maguire's in Clark.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Lettera, John Mcpartland (Molly
Maguire’s), Mr. Walter (Oh’Brian’s) Diane and Bob Coloney (CNOH), Hector
Rivera, Dave Bell and Doug Ragger.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader

DECADES OF SERVICE…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, right, presents a
proclamation to Bill Severage, left, at the February 11 council meeting honoring
him for 55 years of service to the borough’s volunteer fire department.

Vastine Responds to Mayor’s
Comments on Merger, Taxes
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Councilman
William “Bo” Vastine this week responded to comments by Mayor Kevin
Glover on topics ranging from talks to
merge the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
police departments to last year’s municipal tax rate as well as TV34.
During a phone interview with The
Westfield Leader on Thursday, Mr.
Vastine said he has several problems
with the way the Joint Meeting structure was presented as the method to
merge the two departments.
“If Scotch Plains is going to be responsible for 75 percent of the funding
I don’t believe it is in our interest to give
up what amounts to potentially twothirds of the oversight,” said Mr.Vastine,
who is a member of the subcommittee
for the police merger, which has not
met since November.
Under the Joint Meeting structure,
both towns would appoint a representative, with those two individuals naming the third tie-breaking member of
the board that will oversee the new
police department.
“Depending on who that is, we could
end up being a third of the voice on how
the merged department operates and
yet we’re responsible, at least initially,
for 75 percent of the costs,” he said.
“That represents to me a problem as a
member of the Scotch Plains Council.”
He also is concerned about language
in the proposed agreement where, he
said, the amount each town pays could
be modified based on changes in each
town’s tax base.
“Scotch Plains has a number of big
pieces of properties in town that could
be developed that would increase our
tax base from a commercial ratable
perspective, but it wouldn’t really increase the cost of policing. To me that
represents unlimited risk. We could
wind up paying 100 percent of the costs
based on potential development down
the line,” he said. “Where as Fanwood
has a very limited opportunity for development and therefore their exposure in that regard would be somewhat
limited.”
He also said that while the projected
savings for the merged police department is estimated at $700,000 annually
for the township, a “whole new government entity would be created” with its
own professionals such as attorneys,
which could hike the department’s budget as the department would not be
under the state’s 2-percent cap on tax
levy increases. “We have to pay whatever bill is presented to us,” he said. Mr.
Vastine said he fears this could result in
a “very unbalanced spin of the taxpayers’ money towards the police department versus other departments that
might need it.”
He said even if the department were
to keep increases at 2-percent annually,
increases “without check could become
very difficult for the town to absorb
over time.”
Mr. Vastine disagreed with Mayor
Glover, who said the Joint Meeting
would produce the most savings. Mr.
Vastine said the “traditional merger”
where Scotch Plains would likely absorb the Fanwood Police Department
would save the town the most money as
the department would than fall under
the statutory 2 percent cap. The councilman favors this option.
He said he would hope Fanwood
would be willing to consider all other
options and not just the Joint Meeting
structure. A third option would have
Fanwood dissolve its department and
sign a contract with Scotch Plains or
another town to operate the department
through a shared-services agreement.
Mr. Vastine also said he would like
police benevolent associations and rank
and file officers involved in the process. “Because any one of those entities
saying no makes the whole thing not
work,” he said.
On Mayor Glover’s comment of the
2013 Scotch Plains municipal taxes
being the lowest tax increase in 10
years, Mr. Vastine said, “That was arrived at through what I believe to be
one-year budget tricks.” He said
$100,000 was taken from the sewer
utility, money was taken from the
township’s reserve fund known as the
fund balance, and the library budget
was cut. He said the township now
faces the prospect of having to go into
its fund balance as well as the potential
for municipal tax increases over the
next few years. The sewer tax also will
have to be increased to replenish money

taken out of the utility’s fund balance.
“We are hoping to mitigate it (tax
increase) as much as possible...but the
majority of the council last year created
the problem and now we’ve got to deal
with it,” Mr. Vastine said.
He said snow-removal costs and contractual obligations will impact the 2014
municipal budget. He said 60 percent
the township’s outstanding debt will be
retired in 2017. He said keeping the tax
rate too low in 2013 could impact the
township’s bond rating in future years
on new projects when new bonds are
floated.
Mr. Vastine also pointed out that
costs to run TV34 have increased because the township hired an outside
provider to run the station as opposed
to utilizing volunteers as was done in
the past. He said he believes most of the
station’s broadcast problems were due
to equipment upgrades that were needed
and not the management of the station.
He would like the station to expand
broadcasts of religious services to other
houses of worship, noting that Mass at
Saint Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church is now being
broadcast on TV34.
In terms of the new AM radio frequency being shared by Scotch Plains
and Fanwood for emergency communications, the councilman said the station only reaches about five square
miles of the township, or a little more
than half of the town, although it covers
all of Fanwood.
“I’m not real convinced of the benefit cost analysis that this AM station
provides us,” he said.
Addressing the downtown, Mr.
Vastine said he disagrees with the mayor
that all the downtown needs is more
foot traffic. He said car shows and craft
shows “will not fundamentally address
the issue that our downtown faces,
which is it laid out properly?” such as
the use of public land and types of
businesses in the downtown.
Mr. Vastine has proposed creating an
ad hoc committee that would bring
together the township’s professional
planners, property owners, business
owners and people from the community to evaluate a study that was done
on the downtown 15 years ago to see if
it is still relevant today.
He said he wants the ad hoc panel to
create a vision for the downtown. “Is it
renovating the facades? Is it providing
capital or grant money to that? Is it
developing the hedge property?...Is it
developing other property the town
owns?” he asked.
He said Mayor Glover’s proposal on
creating foot traffic “doesn’t really solve
anything in the long term.”

Snow

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘’All these snow events and the freezing; it’s been a horrendous year for
potholes. We’re trying to get to them
as quickly as possible.” Residents are
encouraged to e-mail or Tweet the
town on potholes that need to be
filled.
Mr. Gildea said the town has contacted the county and state about potholes on Westfield roadways in their
jurisdictions such as Central, North
and South and Mountain Avenues.
He said the DPW will go on a
“pothole blitz” to fill potholes once
the snowstorms have stopped. He
added that Rahway Avenue, from
West Broad Street to Grove Street, is
scheduled to be repaved this summer,
as is Westfield Avenue, from South
Avenue to Park Avenue. The town
has received state aid for both road
projects. He said the town will patch
potholes on both thoroughfares in
the meantime.
Also with rain expected this week,
Mr. Gildea said the town will be
monitoring storm sewers and inlets
for potential flooding due to drainage issues.
Mayor Skibitsky said he has been
in touch with other towns which, he
said, are having similar issues as
Westfield in keeping up with snowremoval efforts while trying to fill
salt orders and keeping an eye on
their municipal budgets. He did say
Westfield’s downtown snow-removal
efforts were not matched by other
towns in the region.
The mayor encouraged residents
to keep up with snow-removal efforts
by following Westfield on Twitter
and Nixle.
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Scotch Plains Council to Discuss
Changes to Form of Government
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council next month is expected
to discuss the township’s form of
government although it’s unclear
whether actual changes will be proposed as a result of those conversations.
Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
is seeking to have the governing
body talk about possibly changing
the way that the five council members are elected, from partisan to
non-partisan elections. Although he
did not provide specifics, he also

said he wants to discuss “how we
elect the mayor.” Until 2000, mayors were chosen by the council to
serve for one-year terms; since then,
voters have directly elected mayors
to serve for four years. Mr. Marcus
tried to start the discussion at the
council’s regular meeting on Tuesday, but his colleagues asked that
the matter be put off until the
council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday, March 4 so that members
could have time to prepare. Any
significant changes to the form of
the township’s government would
likely be subject to a voter referen-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ADDRESSING THE ISSUES...Scotch Plains Township officials and council
members address residents' queries at Tuesday's council meeting. Pictured, left
to right, are: Township Manager Jerry Giaimis, Township Attorney Jeffrey
Lehrer, Councilman Llewellyn Jones and Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella.

Consolidation Panel May
Apply for 503c Status
By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The FanwoodScotch Plains Consolidation Study
Commission held its monthly meeting
on last Wednesday evening at the Board
of Education Offices at the Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains. The committee is made up of residents of both
communities interested in exploring
the viability of combining the two communities into one municipality. The
committee chairman is Don Parisi of
Scotch Plains and the vice-chairman is
Anthony Di Battista of Fanwood.
Mr. Parisi asked committee members to think about the committee applying for 503c (non-profit) status.
Since the weather was bad and many
members were absent, it remains a
topic to be considered again.
Fred Lange, a member of the finance
committee, said that he was speaking
with a board member of a large foundation to see if the foundation would be
interested in funding the study. There is
no answer to that question yet. Eugene
McCarthy, of the Local Finance Board
of the New Jersey Department of Com-

mittee Affairs, advised the committee
that if they had that status(503c), they
would have to have insurance. Mr. Parisi
had already sought insurance quotes
related to the study and said he had
received one from the Hartford Co. for
$628.
Sarah Dreikorn of Scotch Plains,
also on the finance committee, said she
had been trolling the Internet looking
for possible organizations, which might
be interested in advancing money for
the study to be done. Some require a
percentage of the amount asked for
advanced as a fee, she said. The committee was not too keen on that idea.
However, Ms. Dreikorn said that putting together a multi-media presentation, which could even include a video
might be a good tool to use when
seeking funding from a foundation or
organization. Committee member
Bruce Arthur, also a Scotch Plains resident, said he would be interested in
working on a project like that.
Committee member John Thompson of Scotch Plains suggested getting
a Rutgers student to do the study as a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FUTURE LEADERS...The Educational Enrichment Foundation of Scotch PlainsFanwood and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District sponsored a Leadership Training Conference for middle school students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School on Saturday.

For Listings
Ileen
Cuccaro

dum.
The council awarded three contracts on Tuesday, including a
$107,100 contract to Caffrey Tree
and Landscaping for tree removal
and tree trimming services for the
remainder of this year and a $31,900
contract to High Tech landscapes
for stump grinding services through
year’s end. The council also approved appointing Jersey Professional Management to facilitate and
coordinate activities for the shared
services coordinating committee
composed of representatives from
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Each of the three participating entities will contribute
$2,200 for JPM’s services. Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella voted
against the appointment, saying she
objected to paying JPM merely “to
schedule meetings and write minutes.”
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
announced that Carlos Luaces has
been hired to serve as the new fulltime director of the Department of
Public Works (DPW). Mr. Luaces
has “significant experience” in the
private sector, Mr. Giaimis said,
including work with a large paving
company that was involved with
many road-paving projects. The
new director also has experience
with auto mechanics and repair and
with landscape architecture.
In a related matter, Mr. Giaimis
said he is working with the DPW
and the board of education to address residents’ concerns about vehicle and pedestrian safety on some
of the streets surrounding the public schools. One resident on Tuesday expressed her concern that the
piles of plowed snow have left some
streets so cramped that only one car
at a time can traverse a street and
that people have been forced to walk
in the streets due to the piles of
snow.
At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Giaimis and Mayor Kevin Glover
disagreed on the first steps to be
taken as part of the effort to preCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Kim Broadwell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BLACK HISTORY MONTH…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr acknowledges Treasurer Merlin Edmond, Vice-President
Raquel Lewis and President Tajah Williams of the Black Student Union at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School at the borough
council meeting on Tuesday night. The council passed a resolution declaring February as Black History Month in the borough.

Fw Declares Feb. Black History
Month; Holds Comcast Hearing
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – In front of a sizable audience, a resolution was read
Tuesday evening at the beginning
of the Fanwood Borough Council
meeting declaring February Black
History month. Mayor Colleen
Mahr read the resolution alongside
executive members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
Black Student Union (BSU). BSU
President Tajah Williams, VicePresident Raquel Lewis and Treasurer Merlin Edmond stood alongside the Mayor as she read the resolution, recognizing the extensive
civil, social and religious contributions made by African-Americans
including residents of the borough.
She noted that declaring February
Black History month dates back to

Direct Trains to NYC
Finally Arrive In Westfield
By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Direct train travel
to New York City will be a reality for
Westfield passengers in less than two
weeks time…..as long as they can travel
at off-peak hours on a weekday.
Tom Morgan, senior director of rail
service planning at NJ Transit, announced at Tuesday’s meeting of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition that, starting Monday, March 3, five trains a day
in each direction would travel directly
into and out of Penn Station without
travelers needing to change trains in
Newark.
The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
which has campaigned for many years
to bring about this landmark change,
heard that direct trains would operate
from Monday to Friday, stopping at
most of the stations on the Raritan
Valley Line.
Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer
welcomed the news, which he said
represented step one in a four-step plan
that would eventually see one-seat rides
at peak times, although he admitted
that this was some way off. Step two
would be one-seat rides in the evening,
step three would be one-seat rides on
weekends.
Mr. Palmer explained, “This would
not have been possible before now
because there were no trains that could
switch between diesel and electric to
get through the tunnel.
“We got the first trains that could do
this about a year ago, then some of
them were damaged by Sandy, so we
had to wait a little longer.”
Mr. Morgan said an additional car

would be attached to each train, making a total of seven, to accommodate
anticipated extra traffic due to the imminent closure of the Pulaski Skyway
for renovation work.
“We haven’t run these trains with
seven multi-level cars before, and they
do use fuel at a higher level, so we will
be monitoring the situation,” he explained.
Mr. Morgan explained that this was
a pilot scheme and NJ Transit would be
watching closely to see how it went.
Ticket prices would remain the same,
although the journey would obviously
be shorter.
Council officials and residents of
towns with stations on the Raritan Valley Line had traveled to Westfield in
treacherous driving conditions to hear
the announcement and ask questions
of Mr. Morgan.
Mr. Morgan was repeatedly asked
about the possibility of the trial being
extended to peak travel times, but he
said there were a number of challenges
that had to be faced before this could
happen.
One of these was that the tunnel
currently was being used to its full
capacity of 25 trains an hour at peak
times, but he added that regular meetings were being held with Amtrak to
discuss the possibility of a new tunnel.
The Raritan Valley Line runs from
High Bridge to Newark Penn Station,
stopping atAnnandale, Lebanon, White
House, North Branch, Raritan,
Somerville, Bridgewater, Bound Brook,
Dunellen, Plainfield, Netherwood, Fanwood, Westfield, Garwood, Cranford,
Roselle Park and Union.

Congratulations to Our
January
Sales Associates of the Month!

1976.
In a brief address, Tajah noted
civic work the student organization
has done in the recent past like
visiting residents of the Chelsea
Home in Fanwood over the holiday
season. She thanked the Mayor and
council for the group’s recognition.

She also noted that on Saturday,
February 22, at 2 p.m. at the high
school the Blue Diamond Step
Squad will be performing in the
new gym. All were invited to attend.
In other business, Molly Adams,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Vastine Responds to Mayor’s
Comments on Merger, Taxes
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Councilman
William “Bo” Vastine this week responded to comments by Mayor
Kevin Glover on topics ranging from
talks to merge the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments to last
year’s municipal tax rate as well as
TV34.
During a phone interview with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Thursday, Mr. Vastine said he has
several problems with the way the
Joint Meeting structure was presented
as the method to merge the two departments.
“If Scotch Plains is going to be
responsible for 75 percent of the funding I don’t believe it is in our interest
to give up what amounts to poten-

tially two-thirds of the oversight,”
said Mr. Vastine, who is a member of
the subcommittee for the police
merger, which has not met since November.
Under the Joint Meeting structure,
both towns would appoint a representative, with those two individuals
naming the third tie-breaking member of the board that will oversee the
new police department.
“Depending on who that is, we
could end up being a third of the
voice on how the merged department
operates and yet we’re responsible,
at least initially, for 75 percent of the
costs,” he said. “That represents to
me a problem as a member of the
Scotch Plains Council.”
He also is concerned about lanCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter

PARTY TIME...Brian Walter was a guest bartender at a fundraiser for the
Children's Network of Hope (CNOH) held recently at Molly Maguire's in Clark.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Lettera, John Mcpartland (Molly
Maguire’s), Mr. Walter (Oh’Brian’s) Diane and Bob Coloney (CNOH), Hector
Rivera, Dave Bell and Doug Ragger.
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WF Council Hears From
Architectural Firm
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD —At its regular conference meeting this past Tuesday
evening, the Westfield Town Council
heard a detailed presentation provided by representatives from
Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve, an
architectural, planning and urban
design firm from Hoboken.
The firm proposed a residential
building situated on one and a half
acres to be constructed on the corner
of Central Avenue and South Avenue
West containing 70 apartment units
for rent.
Representatives from Claremont
Companies, a construction company
based out of Far Hill, were also present
and added to the discussion.
According to Councilmember
James Foerst, the council’s liaison to
the town’s Planning Board, the firms
have been in discussions with the
Planning Board about the project.
The impetus for these preliminary
discussions was addressed by Mr.
Foerst. “As many of you know, our
town has worked pretty aggressively
in order to comply with COAH (Council on Affordable Housing)…as an offshoot of that, Claremont has come to us
with a proposal for one of our sites and
we asked them to present to the full
council to tell us about their project,”
Councilman Foerst said.
Fifteen to 20 percent of the apartments would be slotted to become low
income affordable housing units in
compliance with COAH regulations.
Claremont Construction commissioned Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve
to design the project and to present its
design to the town council.
Dean Marchetto, founding member of Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve,
presented a slide show with pictures
of the proposed project. Before designing the building, Marchetto
toured the town to get an appreciation of its architecture in order to
incorporate it in his design.
“One of the things our firm does is
try to design projects that fit in the
context of the existing area,” stated
Mr. Marchetto. “We try to pick out
some architectural examples of buildings that we felt would be a reference
to the design of the building.”

Mr. Marchetto stated the town’s
historic firehouse, located on North
Avenue partially inspired the proposed building’s own central tower.
The over 80,000 square foot, fourstory structure will have thirty-five
one bedroom apartments and thirtyfive two bedroom apartment and include 122 parking spaces on the
ground floor of the building. The
parking lot would be hidden by the
facade of the building.
Mr. Marchetto anticipates the residents would be a mixture of young
professionals, due to the building’s
proximity to the train station, and
empty nesters who wish to remain in
Westfield while downsizing from
single family residences.
As it is currently designed, the
building will be 42 feet tall which
would require a variance from the
planning board. A building of this
type is required to be 40 feet tall,
according to town ordinance.
The building will not have any
retail spaces but will house a gym and
two common outdoor terraces for its
residents.
Michael Tobia, a community planning consultant from Morristown attached to the project spoke on the
benefits of completing the building
in its proposed location. “This is what
we call ‘smart growth.’ We are going
to take a site right now that is
underutilized and improve it…When
I coach people on where these projects
are supposed to go, this is it,” stated
Mr. Tobia.
Mr. Foerst explained the next part
of the process for the planning board.
“After their presentation, it will then
be referred back to my committee so
no decisions will be made tonight;
none of the council members will be
asked to vote on anything,” Mr. Foerst
said. “This is a first step. It is an
information session and then we’ll
take it back to committee and figure
out if it’s something worthwhile for
the town.”
The next town council conference
session open to the public is scheduled for Tuesday, March 4, at 7 p.m.,
at the Municipal Building located at
425 East Broad Street. The conference session will be immediately followed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Garwood BOE Adds Makeup
Days Due to Snow Storms
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCIENCE FAIR…The J. Ackerman Coles Elementary School Science Fair
brought together students in first through fourth grades and hundreds of
community members to share and learn about science on February 12 in Scotch
Plains. Designed to inspire tomorrow’s great innovators, these six to 10 year olds
designed their own lava lamps, created eggs that bounce and even isolated DNA,
above. In its third year, the Coles Science Fair continues to attract greater
involvement every year.

Rush Holt Announces
Retirement From Congress
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep. Rush
Holt (D-12th), whose district includes
all of Fanwood and most of Scotch
Plains, announced Tuesday that he will
not seek a ninth term in Congress. He
released the following statement. The
two towns just joined the district last
year following redistricting.
“Today I am announcing that I will
not seek re-election to the U.S. House
of Representatives...I started my career
as a scientist and teacher. I have in my
life sought many ways to serve, and I
will remain involved and will contribute to our community to whom I owe so
much. I am proud of my service in the
House and am pleased to point to accomplishments in policy areas and in
service to individuals in central New
Jersey.
“There is no hidden motive for my
decision. As friends who have worked
with me know, I have never thought
that the primary purpose of my work
was re-election and I have never intended to make service in the House

my entire career. For a variety of reasons, personal and professional, all of
them positive and optimistic, the end of
this year seems to me to be the right
time to step aside and ask the voters to
select the next representative.”
According to a report in The Hill,
physicianAlieta Eck, a Republican from
Somerset County, who lost to Steve
Lonegan in the GOP Primary for the
Unites States Senate last year, and
Democratic State Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14th, Cranbury) are
said to be interested running for the
seat as is Mercer County Executive
Brian Hughes, the son of two-time
Gov. Richard J. Hughes.
The report also listed possible candidates as state Assemblymen
Upendra Chivukula (D-17th,
Somerset), Daniel Benson (D-14th,
Hamilton Square), and Wayne
DeAngelo (D-14th, Hamilton), as
well as Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains), and
former Edison Mayor Jun Choi.

Vastine Interview
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

guage in the proposed agreement
where, he said, the amount each town
pays could be modified based on
changes in each town’s tax base.
“Scotch Plains has a number of big
pieces of properties in town that could
be developed that would increase our
tax base from a commercial ratable
perspective, but it wouldn’t really
increase the cost of policing. To me
that represents unlimited risk. We
could wind up paying 100 percent of
the costs based on potential development down the line,” he said. “Where
as Fanwood has a very limited opportunity for development and therefore
their exposure in that regard would
be somewhat limited.”
He also said that while the projected savings for the merged police
department is estimated at $700,000
annually for the township, a “whole
new government entity would be created” with its own professionals such
as attorneys, which could hike the
department’s budget as the department would not be under the state’s 2percent cap on tax levy increases. “We
have to pay whatever bill is presented
to us,” he said. Mr. Vastine said he
fears this could result in a “very unbalanced spin of the taxpayers’ money
towards the police department versus
other departments that might need it.”
He said even if the department were
to keep increases at 2-percent annually, increases “without check could
become very difficult for the town to
absorb over time.”
Mr. Vastine disagreed with Mayor
Glover, who said the Joint Meeting
would produce the most savings. Mr.
Vastine said the “traditional merger”
where Scotch Plains would likely absorb the Fanwood Police Department
would save the town the most money
as the department would than fall under the statutory 2 percent cap. The
councilman favors this option.
He said he would hope Fanwood
would be willing to consider all
other options and not just the Joint
Meeting structure. A third option
would have Fanwood dissolve its
department and sign a contract with
Scotch Plains or another town to
operate the department through a
shared-services agreement.
Mr. Vastine also said he would
like police benevolent associations
and rank and file officers involved
in the process. “Because any one of
those entities saying no makes the
whole thing not work,” he said.
On Mayor Glover’s comment of
the 2013 Scotch Plains municipal
taxes being the lowest tax increase
in 10 years, Mr. Vastine said, “That
was arrived at through what I believe to be one-year budget tricks.”
He said $100,000 was taken from
the sewer utility, money was taken
from the township’s reserve fund
known as the fund balance, and the
library budget was cut. He said the
township now faces the prospect of
having to go into its fund balance as
well as the potential for municipal

tax increases over the next few
years. The sewer tax also will have
to be increased to replenish money
taken out of the utility’s fund balance.
“We are hoping to mitigate it (tax
increase) as much as possible...but
the majority of the council last year
created the problem and now we’ve
got to deal with it,” Mr. Vastine
said.
He said snow-removal costs and
contractual obligations will impact
the 2014 municipal budget. He said
60 percent the township’s outstanding debt will be retired in 2017. He
said keeping the tax rate too low in
2013 could impact the township’s
bond rating in future years on new
projects when new bonds are
floated.
Mr. Vastine also pointed out that
costs to run TV34 have increased
because the township hired an outside provider to run the station as
opposed to utilizing volunteers as
was done in the past. He said he
believes most of the station’s broadcast problems were due to equipment upgrades that were needed
and not the management of the station. He would like the station to
expand broadcasts of religious services to other houses of worship,
noting that Mass at Saint
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church is now being
broadcast on TV34.
In terms of the new AM radio
frequency being shared by Scotch
Plains and Fanwood for emergency
communications, the councilman
said the station only reaches about
five square miles of the township, or
a little more than half of the town,
although it covers all of Fanwood.
“I’m not real convinced of the
benefit cost analysis that this AM
station provides us,” he said.
Addressing the downtown, Mr.
Vastine said he disagrees with the
mayor that all the downtown needs
is more foot traffic. He said car
shows and craft shows “will not
fundamentally address the issue that
our downtown faces, which is it
laid out properly?” such as the use
of public land and types of businesses in the downtown.
Mr. Vastine has proposed creating an ad hoc committee that would
bring together the township’s professional planners, property owners, business owners and people
from the community to evaluate a
study that was done on the downtown 15 years ago to see if it is still
relevant today.
He said he wants the ad hoc panel
to create a vision for the downtown.
“Is it renovating the facades? Is it
providing capital or grant money to
that? Is it developing the hedge
property?...Is it developing other
property the town owns?” he asked.
He said Mayor Glover’s proposal
on creating foot traffic “doesn’t really solve anything in the long term.”

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

GARWOOD – The finance committee of the board of education (BOE)
will convene Saturday to devise its
budget for the 2014-2015 school year,
panel Chairwoman Susan Groning
announced at Tuesday’s monthly
BOE meeting.
The panel must stay within 2 percent of last year’s $8.5-million expenditure – with exceptions for items
such as special education and employee health insurance – to avoid a
voter referendum on the blueprint.
“We meet Saturday to go through
all of our finances,” Ms. Groning said.
“We’ll see what line items we need to
increase, as well as where we’ll need
to cut in order to stay within our 2percent cap.”
The budget must be presented for
approval to county officials by Thursday, March 20, she said, and if it
passes there, must be adopted by the
Garwood BOE and presented publicly on Tuesday, April 29.
Last year’s budget included a
$192,000 tax increase, which
amounted to $95.33 per $100,000 of
assessed home value.
The snow that has tested the patience of Garwood residents also has
taken its toll on the school calendar,
requiring the board to approve a change
Tuesday to hold classes on Monday,
April 21, the day after Easter.
Winter storms have forced the school
to close five times. The original calendar had three “snow days” built into it,
all of which have been used. School
was open Friday, February 14, originally scheduled as a day off, and April
21 will account for the fifth canceled
day due to snow.
If further cancellations are necessary, Superintendent Teresa Quigley
said the days will be made up either
during spring break, April 14 to 18, or
added on at the end of the year.
“It’s hard on the kids and staff because it’s inconsistent,” Ms. Quigley
said. “You’re in, you’re out, you’re in.
“All of these snow days have been a
tough call, because the snow is happening in the morning, but then it’s
stopping. But at what point is it a
delayed opening? Is it a ‘close the
school’?”
Ms. Quigley said she confers with
Clark school officials due to the fact
that Garwood sends its high-school
students to Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ)
High School in Clark.
“We’re all up at 5 a.m.,” she said. “I
try to follow what Clark does because
our students go there.”
In another ALJ-related matter, Ms.

FW Council
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SHAPING THE FUTURE...During the Educational Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District Leadership Training Conference for middle school students on Saturday, children
practice team-building exercises, top; Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella
along with Sgt. Yeager of the SPF PD and Rich Rozycki of LTC, center; and
Phyllis Mirabella grabs the attention of the crowd, bottom.
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the cards. Please renew and we will get it right. We manually confirm
everything.
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business@goleader.com. We apologize for any confusion. 908 232-4407

government and regulatory affairs
manager for the Comcast Cable
Company addressed the audience
as the borough was holding a public hearing for the renewal of the
Comcast contract coming up in
August.
Ms. Adams noted that part of the
negotiations practice was for the
borough to review if the cable materials used have met with applicable laws, has the borough been
served properly with the signal quality, has Comcast Cable met criteria
for standard business practices and
if Comcast has reasonably met the
cable needs of the community.
The meeting was then opened to
the public for questions or comments regarding Comcast Cable.
After no one from the public had
anything to say, both Mayor Mahr
and Ms. Adams noted that negotiations for the contract would then
“continue.”
In other business, Councilman
Russell Huegel thanked all of the
Department of Public Works Employees for their hard work during
the past six weeks of snow removal.
He noted that since January the
department has plowed 55 inches
of snow and worked over 1,300
man hours. He also stated that the
borough has recently “received a
new shipment of salt.”
Fanwood resident Thomas Lewis
asked the Mayor and council if there
was an ordinance regarding snow
removal from sidewalks. He was
then told that yes an ordinance does
exist stating that “residents must
remove snow from their sidewalks
within 48 hours of a snow storm.”
Library Board member Katherine
Balch addressed the audience thanking borough residents for their generosity in reaching the $10,000 goal
in a recent library fundraiser called
“Closing the Gap” that was only
launched in December. Ms. Balch
stated that because of the dedication of Fanwood residents the library will “purchase new books and
materials and can beef up technology.” She concluded by adding, “our
residents put their money where
their mouth is.”
Library liaison, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, also noted that
there would also be some building
upgrades to the library and that the
library board had recently received
seven different architectural bids
for the work. She then added that
starting Saturday, March 1, the library will be open every Sunday
from 1 to 4 p.m.
The next council meeting for the
borough will take place in March.

Quigley said the Clark school will be
evaluated by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools in
March.
While not mandatory, she told attendees at Tuesday’s meeting that the
assessment, “is a good thing for the
high school. It puts it under the microscope.”
Clark officials already have prepared 200 pages of paperwork for the
Middle States accreditation process
and if approved, it will be good for
seven years.
In other actions, the board approved
five people, Douglas Heintz, Meghan
Emmons, Lynn Tierney, Michael
Bither and Karen Bronikowski, as
substitute teachers pending a criminal
history background check.
The board also appointed Daniel
Burke as the boys’ baseball coach,
Dana Parkhill as the girls’ softball
coach, Armando Gonzalez as the
overnight eighth-grade trip teacher
and Peggy Weiss as the overnight
eighth-grade trip nurse.

UC Prosecutor’s Office
Investigate SP Shooting
SCOTCH PLAINS – A man was
shot inside a home in Scotch Plains
Tuesday morning at approximately
11 a.m. and police are questioning
family members to determine how
it happened, according to a report
on nj.com.
The victim, whom police did not
identify, was in a residence on
Church Avenue when he was shot
in the chest and suffered non-lifethreatening injuries, police said.
According to the report, Police
Chief Brian Mahoney stated that
authorities do not believe the gunshot was self-inflicted. Police are
questioning the family members in
order to determine if the victim was
involved in a dispute.
Original reports indicated that the
victim may have been cleaning the
gun when it went off. That report
was found to be inaccurate, Chief
Mahoney stated.
Scotch Plains Det./Sgt. Brian
Donnelly told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that the incident is
being investigated by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Consolidation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

thesis. Committee Vice-Chairman Anthony DiBattista said the semester time
frame and the length of the study would
probably not coincide.
Committee member Matthew Juckes
of Fanwood said he would like to keep
residents of both communities of the
committee’s progress on Facebook, and
would like to see the committee have its
own website. Committee member Dan
McCarey of Fanwood said he is still
posting the minutes of the committee’s
meetings on a local Internet local news
site.
A local resident asked why the two
communities don’t just take a vote to
see if the residents wish to connect.
Eugene McCarthy, of the Local finance
board, of the N.J. Department of Community Affairs, told that a study would
have to be done about the effect of a
connection on local services and other
details, before the issue could come to
a public vote.
A local resident handed out flyers on
a meeting to be held on Monday, February 24, 7 p.m., at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road, on
the process of tax appeals. The next
meeting of the Consolidation Study
Commission will be Wednesday, March
5, at the board of Education offices,
located at the Evergreen School in
Scotch Plains.

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

serve the 200-year-old building at
Scotch Hills Country Club, formerly known as the Shady Rest
Golf and Country Club, which was
the country’s first African-American owned and operated country
club. An historical architect is currently evaluating the condition of
the building, its roof and its foundation, and Mr. Giaimis said on
Tuesday that the final report had
not yet been completed. Once township officials receive it, then “we’ll
decide how to proceed.”
Mayor Glover said he had been
under the impression since last fall
— when the contract for the study
was approved — that the roof would
be the first thing to be addressed
and repaired. He pointed to the large
amount of snow and ice on the roof
and worried that it could collapse
under the weight. “My clear understanding,” the mayor said, was that
the matter of the building’s roof
would be “isolated” from the rest of
the building. Mr. Giaimis maintained that the architect’s report
would be digested in full before
decisions on how to proceed were
made. Councilman William Vastine
said he did not recall assigning the
historical architect or any other
person “the separate task” of providing a quote for the repair of the
building’s roof.
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Lance Opposes Debt
Limit Increase
WASHINGTON, D.C — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week released the following statement following House passage of legislation
to raise the government’s borrowing
limit until March 2015 without any
conditions:
“It is important that America pays
its bills in full and on time. And it is
equally important that in doing so we
live within our means. Unfortunately,
the President’s most recent debt-limit
increase request to Congress does
nothing to lower our national debt. It
is a blank check at a time when our
country is in dire need of fiscal restraint.
“For more than 50 years U.S. presidents from Dwight Eisenhower and
Jimmy Carter to Ronald Reagan and
Bill Clinton have negotiated with
Congress over the debt ceiling. This
has not been the case with Obama
Administration. It refuses to come to

Peyton's

Peek at the Week

the table and work with congressional Republicans to lower the deficit and strengthen our country’s fiscal health.
“Today, our gross national debt
stands at a staggering $17.2 trillion, which is more than $140,000
per American household. Since
2009, our national debt has increased by more than $6 trillion.
The non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office this week said a growing federal debt increases the risk
of a ‘fiscal crisis.’ And U.S. Admiral Mike Mullen, former chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said our
debt is ‘the biggest threat to our
national security.’
“President Obama missed an opportunity to work with Congress to
address the debt ceiling issue responsibly by failing to include serious
spending reforms to reduce the deficit.”

Mail-In Ballots Would Be Available
At Polling Places Under Bill
TRENTON – Legislation to
have mail-in ballot applications
for use in future elections available at polling places was ap-

Lawmaker Wants
Public Office Forfeiture
Law Changed
TRENTON — Assemblyman Reed
Gusciora (D-15th, Trenton) is proposing changes to the state’s forfeiture of
public office law so that it will readily
recognize federal criminal corruption
convictions. “The fact that [Trenton]
Mayor [Tony] Mack, despite his federal conviction, can continue to linger
in office is a debacle for capitol city
residents,” the assemblyman said.
Under current state law (2C:512(b)(1), only those convicted of an
“offense involving dishonesty or of a
crime of the third degree or above”
warrant “immediate” removal from
office upon a finding of guilt. The
public official can only be removed
upon application of the county prosecutor or state attorney general.
Asm. Gusciora is working on legislation to make removal from office
immediate upon the finding of guilt
in either state or federal court.

proved February 10th by an Assembly panel.
The bill, A-683, would require
that mail-in ballot applications for
voting in future elections be available to voters for pickup at polling
places on Election Day. The bill also
would require that poll workers be
trained to discuss such application
instructions with an applicant, upon
request.
“Once the polls close, there is no
do-over,” said Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth),
one of the sponsors of the bill. “This
helps give voters some leeway in case
they are unable to vote in person on
Election Day. It is also convenient.
They can skip the trip to their county
clerk’s office and pick up a mail-in
ballot application right there at their
polling place.”
Under the bill, the Secretary of
State would make copies of mail-in
ballot applications for future elections, and instructions detailing the
process that an eligible voter must
follow in order to apply to vote by
mail in future elections available at
each polling place on the day of any
election.
The bill was released by the Assembly Judiciary Committee.

DWI Charges?

Call Jon Bramnick
And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000

In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Cerf Resigning to Take
Private Sector Position
New Jersey Education Commissioner Chris Cerf is stepping down at
the end of the month to become chief
executive officer of Amplify Insight,
a division of the New York-based
education firm operated by former
New York City Schools Chancellor
Joel Klein, nj.com has reported.
Amplify Insight offers professional
and consulting services for teachers
to review student progress and gauge
students’ needs.
Obama Signs Order to
Raise Fed Workers Wage
President Barack Obama signed
an executive order last week raising
the minimum wage for federal workers during an event at the White
House, The Hill reported
First announced during the
President’s State of the Union address, the order will raise the minimum wage for federal workers hired
under new contracts to $10.10 per
hour and the tipped minimum wage
to $4.90 from $2.13 per year, with an
escalator clause increasing that
amount in subsequent years.
President Obama will also ask
Congress to match his executive order by increasing salaries of federal
workers whose minimum wage is
currently $7.25 an hour, The Hill
reported.
Republican Councilman Elected
Next Mayor of San Diego
San Diego Republican Councilman Kevin Faulconer has defeated
Democratic Councilman David
Alvarez, 54.5 percent to 45.5 percent, to become the city’s next mayor,
The Los Angeles Times has reported.
He will replace Democrat Bob
Filner, who resigned August 31 following sexual harassment allegations.
San Diego becomes the nation’s
largest city with a Republican mayor,
and Mayor-elect Faulconer will be
the only Republican to lead a major
city in California, where Democrats
hold all statewide offices.
Mr. Filner, the city’s first Democratic mayor in two decades, is serving a 90-day home-confinement sentence after pleading guilty to three
charges of mistreating women, The
Times reported.
Mayor-elect Faulconer Faulconer
will be sworn in on Monday, March 3
to serve the final 33 months of Mr.
Filner’s term.
Harrison Mayor McDonough Dies
Of Heart Attack at Town Hall
Harrison Mayor Raymond
McDonough died February 12 after
suffering a massive heart attack at his
Town Hall office, according to The
Jersey Journal.
A lifelong Harrison resident, Mayor

McDonough was first elected mayor
in 1995 after serving for 17 years on
the Town Council. A Democrat, he
recently had supported Republican
Governor Chris Christie for re-election.
Official Wants Probe of
PA Officers in Lane Closures
Port Authority of New York and
New York and New Jersey Executive
Director Patrick Foye has asked authorities to investigate the involvement of Port Authority police officers in the George Washington Bridge
lane closures, The Record has reported. His request follows news reports that questioned whether some
officers at the bridge knew about the
political motivations behind the lane
closures.
In addition, MSNBC reported that
a police lieutenant at the bridge exchanged text messages with David
Wildstein, the Port Authority executive who ordered the closures and
who resigned in Decmember, and
drove Mr. Wildstein around on the
first day of the closures to see the
traffic back-ups.
The Star-Ledger identified the officer as Port Authority Police Lt. Thomas “Chip” Michaels, a 15 -year department veteran. The officer’s brother
is a Republican lobbyist in Trenton and
former GOP legislative aide.
Walk to Washington
To Be Rescheduled
The 77th New Jersey Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Walk to Washington, slated for last Thursday, was postponed due to last week’s snow storm.
The annual walk will be rescheduled.
Sabrin Announces Candidacy
For GOP Senate Nomination
Ramapo College Finance Professor Murray Sabrin has declared his
candidacy for the United States Senate, politickernj.com has reported.
Mr. Sabrin will run for the Republican nomination to face incumbent
U.S. Senator Cory Booker in the 2014
General Election.
He ran for the U.S. Senate in 2008,
where he finished third in the Republican Primary behind former U.S.
Rep. Dick Zimmer and state Sen. Joe
Pennacchio. He ran for governor in
1997 as Libertarian.
Rible Bill Would Limit
Standarized Testing
Assemblyman Dave Rible (D-30th,
Wall Twp.) has sponsored legislation
that would limit the amount of standardized tests administered to New
Jersey students. The bill would prohibit testing other than assessments
mandated by the state and federal
government. Under the bill, school
districts would still be able to administer mandated testing such as the
NJASK and HSPA.
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MS Voters Can Vote By
Mail In Bond Ref. Election
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has
announced that a “One-Stop” service is available for Mountainside
voters at the County Clerk’s
Westfield or Elizabeth offices for
the special school referendum in
the borough.
The special school referendum in
Mountainside, scheduled for Tuesday,
March 11, from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m., involves funds for work on the Deerfield
and Beechwood elementary schools.
“Registered
voters
in
Mountainside may apply for a VoteBy-Mail ballot for the special March
11th School Referendum in person
at either one of my offices, receive
their ballot and cast the ballot at the
same time,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “This
one-stop voting service is available
at my Westfield office as well as at
the main office in Elizabeth.”
The deadline to apply for a VoteBy-Mail ballot for the March 11th
election is Tuesday, March 4 by mailin application. The deadline to apply
in person is Monday, March 10 at 3 p.m.

Analysis Identifies Most
Dangerous Rds. for Walking
REGION — A new analysis from
the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a non-profit policy watchdog
organization, finds that in the three
years from 2010 to 2012, 442 pedestrians were killed on roads in New
Jersey. This is a slight increase from
the Campaign’s previous analysis,
which found that 440 pedestrians
were killed on New Jersey roads from
2009 through 2011.
Using federal data, the analysis
finds that, for the fourth year in a row,
Burlington County’s US-130 is once
again the most dangerous road for
walking in the state. Twelve pedestrians were killed on US-130 in
Burlington County, with eight of these
deaths occurring within the approximately 7.5 miles stretching from
Cinnaminson to Willingboro.
Over the past few years state agency
leaders and elected officials have
taken actions to make US-130 less
deadly for pedestrians, including increased enforcement of motor vehicle violations through the Operation 130 Safe Passage program, which
began in 2013.
Camden County’s US-30 (White
Horse Pike), with nine pedestrian
deaths, and Middlesex County’s US1, with seven deaths, are the second
and third most deadly roads for walking in New Jersey.
Also on the list are US 1&9 in
Union County, Route 22 In Somerset
County, US-9 in Middlesex County,
Route 36 in Monmouth County, Route
21 in Essex County
The Campaign found that arterial
roadways – multi-lane roads that often have speed limits of 40 mph or
more and with little pedestrian and
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bicycle infrastructure — are the
region’s most deadly for pedestrians. While about 15 percent of the
total lane miles in the three states are
classified as arterials, nearly 60 percent of pedestrian fatalities occurred
on this type of road. In New Jersey
alone, almost 70 percent of pedestrian deaths occur on roads classified as arterials.
“In looking at the region’s most
dangerous roads a clear trend
emerges: whether they are classified
as arterials or local streets, roads that
are not designed with the needs of
users of all ages and abilities in mind
are without a doubt the most dangerous for pedestrians,” said Veronica
Vanterpool, the Campaign’s executive director.
The analysis relied upon the most
recent data available from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s Fatality Analysis
Reporting System (FARS) to determine, which routes within each
county had the highest number of
pedestrian fatalities from 2010 to
2012. The analysis excludes
interstates and other roads where pedestrians are prohibited and omits
those fatalities that occurred on portions of roads where pedestrians are
not allowed.
County factsheets showing the most
dangerous roads for walking are available at tstc.org/reports/danger14/
index.php
The Tri-State Transportation Campaign is a non-profit organization
working toward a more balanced,
transit-friendly and equitable transportation system in Connecticut, New
York and New Jersey.
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The Westfield Annex of the
County Clerk is located at 300
North Avenue East, Westfield. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; and 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturdays.
The main office of the County
Clerk is located at the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Room
113, Elizabeth. Regular office hours
in Elizabeth are Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Vote-By-Mail is an easy, secure
process that has replaced the absentee ballot. Voters do not need to give
a reason why they wish to Vote-ByMail. To obtain an application form,
voters can download the form at the
Union County Clerk’s website,
w w w. u c n j . o r g / v o t e - b y - m a i l
www.ucnj.org/vote-by-mail or they
can contact the Union County Clerk
at (908) 527-4996. The Clerk’s
website also includes a video that
explains how to fill out the Vote-ByMail application form.
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get an in-depth pre-approval for your new dream home.
NMLS # 403800
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Veterinary Tips
Presented by

Elsa Campos, VMD

Dr. Campos, Maddie and Phoebe

DOES A WARM, DRY NOSE MEAN MY DOG IS SICK?
Contrary to popular belief, a warm
and dry nose does not necessarily
mean that a dog has a fever, or is
even sick. The reason why a dog’s
nose is damp is because some of
the tear ducts drain into the nose.
There is only one way to tell for
sure if the animal is sick, and that is
by taking its temperature. Normally
a dog will have an internal temperature of between 100 and 102.5
degrees. Anything higher than this
may be a sign of illness. Pay attention to the dog’s activities. If he or
she is eating normally, playing nor 
       
it’s likely that no illness is present.
Dog’s noses possess amazing
skills, including tracking lost people,

   
   
dog’s nose provides it with a lot
of information about the outside
world, and the nose can provide
you and your veterinarian with information about the dog’s health.
We recommend regular checkups
for all your animals. We are true
animal lovers and want nothing
but the best for your pets. Our doctors’ house calls last an average of
45 minutes. VETdispatch Mobile
Veterinarians, we are “The Less
Stress Vets”.
P.S. Don’t worry if you’re a little
leery about taking your dog’s temperature. The vet will be happy to
do it for you if you suspect illness
is present.

(877) 400-VETS (8387)
www.vetdispatch.com
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palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
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www.dughihewit.com
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Homeowners’ Associations
Bill Clears Committee
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored by Assemblyman Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield) to modify regulations regarding planned real estate
developments and the homeowners
associations cleared the Assembly
Housing Committee on Thursday.
“Access to meetings, records and
information on ownership is the right
of every homeowner in these communities,” Asm. Green said. “This bill
would help to ensure homeowners
remain clear on their investment and
have a seat at the table when decisions
are made for their communities.”
The legislation, (A-469), would
make several modifications to the
laws of the state which regulate
planned real estate developments and
the homeowners’ associations formed
to manage the commonly-owned
property in such communities. The
bill would prohibit the mere titling of
common property in the name of the
association to be construed as diminishing the ownership interests of unit
owners in the common or shared elements and facilities of a planned
community and require that the common property ownership interest be
equal proportionately to the obligation of each unit owner to pay for the

maintenance of the common property, and that the sum of the common
property interests in the community
is not to exceed 100 percent or one, if
computed fractionally.
The bill also would require that
membership in the homeowners’ association is inherent for a purchaser
of a home in such a planned community. Under the bill’s provisions’ standards are set for homeowners’ associations concerning access to records
and elections of members to the governing board of an association; eliminate closed-meeting working sessions
of an association’s governing board
to reflect the similar law currently
applicable to public governing bodies; and provide for a recall procedure which would authorize the removal of elected governing board
members.
The bill would direct the commissioner of community affairs, who
provides oversight to the associations,
to distribute guidelines on the election procedures and to promulgate,
within 60 days or so, any rules or
regulations that may be necessary to
effectuate the provisions.
The bill now heads to the Assembly Speaker for further consideration.

Lance Will Return $80k In
Office Budget to Treasury
WASHINGTON, D.C. – To make
good on his promise to cut federal
spending, Rep. Leonard Lance (R7th) has announced he will be return-

Bill to Reimburse Coll.
Application Fees to Vets
Advanced by Panel
TRENTON – Legislation to encourage veterans and members of the
Armed forces to pursue higher education goals has been advanced by an
Assembly panel.
The bill, A-2019, would require a
public institution of higher education
in the state to waive or reimburse
application and transcript fees for
each veteran, member of the Armed
Forces of the United States or member of the New Jersey National Guard
who resides in New Jersey and accepts admission to the institution.
The bill was released by the Assembly Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee .

ing nearly $80,000 from his 2013
congressional office budget to the
U.S. Treasury for the purposes of
deficit reduction. Since coming to
Congress in January 2009, the 7th
Districtlawmakerhasreturnednearlyonequarter of a million dollars ($271,000)
from his office operating budget.
“I have always tried to provide
the people of New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional District with
the best possible constituent service at the least possible cost to
taxpayers,” Rep. Lance said. “It is
my hope that this effort will send
an appropriate message to my constituents that fiscal responsibility
begins at home.”
“Members of Congress cannot seriously talk about deficit reduction
without first operating their own office budgets in a fiscally conservative
manner,” added Rep. Lance. “At a
time when so many Americans are
tightening their budgets, I have made
every effort to do the same with my
congressional office budget.”

Muñoz Calls for Action on
Sick Leave Payout Reform
SUMMIT — Citing a report that a
Paterson police officer on paid suspension for alleged sexual assault
may cash in $70,000 worth of unused
leave when he retires, Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) said there is no excuse for not
ending such an “egregious and costly
practice.”
“If this isn’t a wake up call, I don’t
know what is,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“This is everything that is wrong with
the system. How many more outrageous examples of these kinds of
ludicrous payouts do we need before
lawmakers stop this unconscionable
practice? For years Republicans have
been demanding the elimination of
these huge end-of-career payouts to
public employees for their unused
sick days, but Democrat leadership
refuses to take action.”
According to the media report, city
documents show that the Paterson
officer, who was suspended with pay
since 2007 for the alleged sexual
assault of a prisoner, is among eight
police officers and nine firefighters
who will receive more than $1.65

million in accrued leave days when
they retire.
“One of the reasons property taxes
are so high is that towns like Paterson
are stuck with a series of costly rules,
such as this, that increases the cost of
government. As the cost of government grows, taxpayers are paying a
very high price,” Asw. Muñoz stated.
“We are now a month into the new
legislative session, and sick leave
payout reform legislation we have
sponsored has not even been scheduled for a committee hearing. Taxpayers deserve to know why.”
Asw. Muñoz, who noted that New
Jersey towns are facing almost a billion dollars in liability, said sick time
should be used when you’re sick.
“If you’re lucky enough to be
healthy, that is reward enough,” she
said. “No one in the private sector
enjoys such an outrageous and expensive perk. It’s time to enact the
‘zero means zero plan.’”
Asw. Munoz is one of the sponsors
of A-158, which would eliminate the
practice of paying public employees
for unused sick time.

Panel OKs Bill to Boost
Approach to Dom. Violence
TRENTON – An Assembly panel
on February 10 approved legislation sponsored to boost New
Jersey’s approach to domestic violence by taking a comprehensive,
coordinated look at current practices and identifying areas where
the state can improve its strategies
and protections.
Specifically, the bill (A-2163)
would create a 16-member task force
to review current law, practices, and
procedures in New Jersey concerning domestic violence and abuse.
“Roughly a quarter of all women
in the United States have reported
experiencing domestic violence at
some point in their lifetime. This
begs greater attention from all levels of government,” said Assemblywoman Annette Quijano (D-20th,
Union), one of the sponsors of the
bill. “By bringing together all of
our relevant stakeholders, we can
create a more comprehensive response to tackle this persistent problem.”
This bill directs the task force to
submit a report to the governor and
the Legislature no later than 18

months after the organization of the
task force with recommendations for
legislation and strategies to create
more effective and efficient policies
related to domestic violence and abuse
issues.
The task force would be comprised of the commissioners of the
departments of Children and Families, Human Services, and Corrections, the Attorney General, the director of the Administrative Office
of the Courts, the public defender,
or their designees; four members of
the Legislature, no more than two of
whom shall be from the same party;
and six public members, two to be
appointed by the Senate president,
two to be appointed by the Assembly speaker and two to be appointed
by the governor.
The bill was approved 6-0 by the
Assembly Women and Children
Committee and now awaits consideration by the full Assembly.
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Bramnick: Feds Need
To Grant Waiver for
N.J. Salt Shipment
TRENTON — Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st.
Westfield) has commented on a news
report that a 1920 federal maritime
law stranded a shipment of road salt at
a Maine seaport, while urgent requests
for a waiver to deliver the salt to New
Jersey were denied by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
According to the report, federal
officials were asked for help concerning a 94-year-old law preventing
foreign vessels from moving cargo
from one U.S. port to another.
“After the recent serious accident
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, we
know the importance of having salt
to treat roads rises to the level of life
and death. We need immediate help
from the federal government granting the necessary waiver to transport
the salt from Maine. This shipment
will help keep our roads safe and save
lives,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Bill Would Expand
Student Access to
STEM Programs
TRENTON — The Senate Education Committee has advanced legislation to expand access and student
participation in science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) education programs. S-225 would establish a competitive grant program for
school districts to support non-traditional and alternative STEM education programs and instruction.
A 2011 report on STEM jobs by
the Georgetown University Center
on Education and the Workforce
found New Jersey will demand a total
of 248,250 STEM jobs by 2018, an
11 percent increase from 2008.
Under the legislation, school districts would apply to win grants
through a program established by the
state Department of Education that
may be used to promote STEM education and career activities, including
non-traditional educational avenues
such as participation in competitions
(math Olympics, robotics, etc.) hosted
by non-profit organizations.
Six districts would be awarded onetime grants funded to a maximum of
$150,000 per district through the
competitive process. The grants could
be used by the district for up to four
years. Funding would be achieved as
follows: 50 percent contribution by
the state, 25 percent contribution by
the local school districts selected to
receive the grants, and 25 percent
through private sector contributions.

HONORED...Carolyn Seracka of
Scotch Plains was presented the Jean
and Paul Krauss Award in Somerset
County at the Freeholder board's Jan.
14 meeting. The annual award is presented to an individual who goes above
and beyond in working with youth in
the county. Ms. Seracka has been the
Green Brook Middle School certified
school nurse for over 20 years. She
was selected based on her dedication
to the betterment of the Green Brook
School District, its students, families
and surrounding communities. Ms.
Seracka has overseen numerous
events at school and is an active member of the Watchung Hills Regional
Municipal Alliance. She also is an
advisor for the Health in Step Club, a
walking and social club for boys in
grades 4 through 8.

Tax Appeal Process
Topic for Seminar
SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerned
Citizens of Union County is sponsoring a seminar regarding real estate
taxes and the process by which individual home owners can appeal their
residential real estate taxes in Scotch
Plains. The seminar will be given by
James Foerst, the principal of Spector
Foerst and Associates, a law firm with
offices in Millburn and Scotch Plains.
The seminar will be at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road,
Scotch Plains, on Monday, February 24,
at 7 p.m. Mr. Foerst will discuss how the
assessed values of homes are determined, how they can change, the tax
appeals process (for example, how it
starts, what information is needed,
whether a court proceeding is required),
and whether homeowners can do their
tax appeals themselves or need to retain
an attorney.
Mr. Foerst will also discuss the municipal revaluation process and, if time allows, share his thoughts regarding the
real estate tax situation in Union County
and answer questions from the audience.
Seating is limited. Please RSVP to
concernedcitizensofunioncounty@aol.com.

THIS IS MY Y
BOB BARRETT

“

Without the Y, I wouldn’t have been able
to recover so well from my surgeries.

”

I have been an EMT volunteer for over 20 years. I enjoy saving
lives and need to stay in shape in order to do so. In 2006,
my cardiologist told me I had blocked arteries and I needed
to do strengthening and cardiovascular exercises.
I became active at the Westfield Area Y, taking both
water and land exercise classes. My cardiologist was
extremely pleased at my progress.
Then in 2010, I required bilateral knee replacements
followed by two more knee surgeries. I got clearance to
come back to the Y, but then I needed a hernia
operation … that’s five in one year!
I am proud to say I have been back since March 2011. I
am thankful for the Westfield Area Y — I feel comfortable
here and enjoy the people and staff.

The Y provides the variety of land and
water exercise classes I need to stay
healthy and active and save lives too!

Try the Y!
FREE
WELCOME
WEDNESDAYS

Visit us now, during American Heart Month,
and see why you belong where strong hearts
make the difference.

2/26 - 4/2

WE CAN HELP YOU DEAL
WITH SANDY STRESS.
Call us: 866-202-HELP 4357
TTY: 877-294-4356 | njmentalhealthcares.org
We will help New Jersey residents who have ongoing
Sandy stress get the assistance they need by
connecting them with professional guidance, counseling
and substance abuse services. We’re here for you.

Take a tour in February and “spin the wheel” for your
chance to win up to a $100 Westfield Area Y Gift Card!

WESTFIELD AREA Y

220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.
Financial assistance is available.

This message is brought to you by the Mental Health Association in New Jersey with Social Services
Block Grant funding from the New Jersey Department of Human Services.
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Government... Like Fire, It Is a
Dangerous Servant, Fearful Master
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really
not that. It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732, according to the United
States Office of Personnel Management.
Granted too, there’s some argument
about what calendar was in use during
that time. Although it’s popularly thought
that Presidents’ Day is the combination
of Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthday,
Lincoln’s birthday on February 12, 1809
never became a federal holiday; but it did
become a legal holiday in several states,
such as New Jersey.
In 1968, legislation moved several federal holidays. Washington’s Birthday
holiday of February 22 was moved to the third
Monday in February each year. Since taking effect in
1971, it was intended to simplify the calendar and
give government workers three-day weekends.
The fact that there are three-day weekends now
seems the important feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Memorial Day and Labor
Day. Could it be that because we forgot the real
reasons for the holidays that we are in the mess that
we are today? One could question the significance of
a general who hardly won a battle, except for his last
one – or a statesman who hardly won an election,
except for his last one.
George Washington was the great general with few
victories. He’s called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President
of the United States.
Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that
hardly won an election. Considered one of the greatest, he was the 16th President of the United States
and was assassinated in office at the start of his

second term in 1865.
Which of the two said, “Associate yourself with
men of good quality if you esteem your own
reputation; for ’tis better to be alone
than in bad company?” or “Government is not reason. Government is not
eloquence. It is force. And, like fire, it
is a dangerous servant and a fearful
master?” These are quotes of George
Washington.
And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at Gettysburg:
“that we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain — that
this nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom — and that government of
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.” His quote inscribed on one
wall of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.
is, “With malice toward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are
in; to bind up the nation’s wounds....” We think it
is important for our children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their character and
sacrifice, of their contribution to country and
mankind.
It’s way past time for all countrymen, adults,
elected officials – you and I – to live by our deeds
with the honor and character of these great men.
*******
“George Washington clearly defined what it means to
be an American through his actions, exemplified the
meaning of the words, ideals, devotion, and love of
country.”
Bill Sanders, Portraits of Patriots
www.goleader.com/services/video/07feb08-Patriots/
07feb08-Patriots.htm

wikipedia - The oath of office of the President of the United States is an oath or affirmation required by
the United States Constitution before the President begins the execution of the office. The wording is
specified in Article Two, Section One, Clause Eight:
Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or Affirmation: — “I
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and
will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Does Media Know Something
We Don’t About Bridgegate?
Ever since the Bridgegate scandal broke in January, media coverage has all but convicted Governor
Chris Christie. With countless probes looking into
this as well as the distribution of Sandy funds, we
question why there has been such a rush to judgment.
These investigations are only in their beginning
stages and will take months to complete.
Star-Ledger columnist Tom Moran took the unusual step last week by apologizing for his paper’s
endorsement of the Governor over Senator Barbara
Buono in the gubernatorial race. He said the Ledger
“blew it.” In our view, media coverage of this scandal
has been one-sided sensationalism.
In addition, Democratic federal and state lawmakers throw around the word “impeachment” regarding the Governor. Do the media and legislators know

something that we don’t? Or is this more about
politics to cause the public to forget about Benghazi
so that Hillary Clinton has smooth sailing to the
Democratic Party Presidential nomination in 2016?
In our view, Democrats want to get rid of Gov.
Christie. They must be afraid of his voter appeal or
hope quench his campaign fundraising.
And why has the Christie administration been so
quiet on the scandal with the exception of the
Governor’s two-hour press conference after
Bridgegate broke or their response to David
Wildstein’s letter in The New York Times?
We believe it is essential that elected officials
function foremost for the good of the citizens, the
nation and the state. Politics today threatens the
viability of our Democracy.
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Letters to the Editor
Should Westfield Parking
Police Cars Have Snow Shovels?
As a long time Westfield resident,
I was especially horrified to see the
deplorable condition of the pedestrian crossings and sidewalks in downtown Westfield last week. To put
money into my meter, I had to climb
up two feet onto a snow bank just to
get my quarters into the meter.
And sure enough, just as I was
about to fall off the edge of the embankment while straining to get my
money into the tiny slot, a Westfield
Police car came meandering down
the street in their well-heated car,
looking for un-filled meters so they
could issue parking tickets.
Wouldn’t it be a far better use of
taxpayer funds to put a shovel in
every police car? Police personnel
could help make the sidewalks, inter-

sections, and access to parking kiosks/
meters passable for all pedestrians
(never mind those who might have a
disability or injury) before they start
issuing tickets.
Or, how about issuing a temporary
respite on writing parking tickets until
shoppers can actually read the painted
numbers on the pavement in all the
lots and reach the meters without
endangering their health? After all,
we are just trying to spend our money
to support our local merchants, who
have already been badly hurt by sluggish business due to all the snowstorms and freezing weather this winter.
Nancy Gleason
Westfield

Parent Urges Passing of $19 Million
School Bond In Mountainside
I am a Mountainside resident and
parent of three children, two of which
are enrolled at Deerfield School, the
third having moved on to high school.
I am writing to urge the residents of
Mountainside to vote yes on March
11 to the bond issue.
Small suburban towns like
Mountainside thrive because they
provide a strong sense of community
to the residents. Healthy, strong
schools are essential to this sense of
community. We need to step up now,
to ensure the long-term health of our
schools.

This bond issue will allow needed
improvements – fixing leaky roofs,
dated heating systems, and broken
windows, among other things. These
are basic necessities, not luxury items.
And, most importantly, the state is
covering 40 percent of the cost of
these improvements.
Give our kids the learning environment they deserve, and one which
will contribute to the strength and
attractiveness of our town for the
long term.
Scott Rittman
Mountainside

We Can’t Afford to Let Our School
Buildings Slip Into Further Disrepair
I write to you as a parent of two
current Deerfield School students and
a resident of Mountainside for 10and-a-half years.
Each time I attend an event at
Deerfield School, I am saddened and
frustrated by the continuing deterioration of the building where I drop
my children each day to get an education. They should feel comfortable
using the bathroom facilities during
the hours they are in the building, but
they do not. They should not have to
move out of the way of buckets on the
floors, which are there to contain the
water leaking from a roof that is well
beyond its useful life and in dire need
of replacement. They (and the parents) should not have to worry that
the school doors don’t close or lock
properly, a clear safety issue in the
wake of Sandy Hook and other school
tragedies. They should have access to
real 21st century technology, which
enables them to take advantage of
state-of-the-art educational resources
– the district currently struggles to
give them access to these resources.
They should not have to walk down
the hallways or sit in classrooms and
look at sizeable holes in the ceiling
tiles due to a leaky roof.
It is too late to worry about how we
got here. But it is not too late to do
something about it. On March 11,
2014, Mountainside voters will have
an opportunity to demonstrate how

much we are willing to do for our
community as we are asked to approve a $19,489,629 bond issue to
provide much-needed renovation and
improvements to our two schools. If
we vote Yes to approve the bond
issuance, we, the taxpayers of
Mountainside, will only be responsible for 60 percent of the cost of the
principal and interest on the bonds.
This is our tax dollars coming back to
Mountainside for the benefit of our
kids and our property values.
These repairs are required – they
are not “nice to have.” If the referendum passes, the state pays a significant share and we can start implementing all of the projects in the
relatively short term so that we can
stop spending our taxpayer dollars
on emergency repairs just to “keep
the lights on.” If the referendum fails,
the taxpayers of Mountainside will
foot 100 percent of the bill and these
projects will drag out over a longer
period of time and likely at a higher
cost.
I urge all Mountainside voters to
join me and vote Yes on March 11,
2014. The schools are the town’s
largest capital asset and we can no
longer afford to let these building slip
into further disrepair. The time to act
is now.
Amy Radick
Mountainside

Deerfield Needs Improvements
Included In MS Bond Referendum
I am a mother of two Deerfield
School students here in Mountainside.
I am a very involved member of the
community and our school system,
serving as an active member of the
Girl Scouts as well as an executive
board member of the Mountainside
PTA for the past four years. I am in
our schools frequently, and have had
the opportunity to see first hand how
the conditions of our buildings have
greatly deteriorated. We are spending countless amounts of money each
year to repair antiquated heating and
cooling systems as well as our leaky
roofs. These are simply temporary
band aids that do not have any lasting
effect on the maintenance of the buildings. The windows in Deerfield
School are not only inefficient, but
many cannot even open to allow for
fresh air in the classrooms. Many
areas in the buildings are not able to
support the technology improvements
that the district would like to make,
and that are so critical to our children’s
education.
Our residents have the opportunity
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

to vote “Yes” on March 11th to approve a $19,489,629 bond issue,
which will enable us to move forward with the necessary repairs to
update our school system’s security,
safety, energy efficiency, and technology. The state has approved the
district’s plans to receive a 40 percent
debt service subsidy for the life of the
bond issue. This means that we will
be responsible for 60 percent of the
principal cost as well as the interest
on the bonds, instead of paying 100
percent of the costs. This is an opportunity to take control of how our hard
earned tax dollars are spent, and to be
sure that our community reaps the
benefits directly!
I urge all residents to get out on
March 11th and vote “Yes” to this
proposal! Whether or not you have
children in the district, the results
will benefit all members of the community. Let’s help to ensure that our
property values remain high, and also
to keep Mountainside as one of the
top communities in New Jersey. For
more information, you can visit
www.fixmountainsideschools.org, or
“like” the Facebook page,
Mountainside Citizens Advisory
Committee (MCAC). Thank you!
Jennifer Doll
Mountainside

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ossarium – A receptacle for the
bones or ashes of the dead
2. Sorema – A mass of carpels in a
single flower
3. Keratin – An albuminous substance
forming the principal matter of hair and
nails
4. Assot – To infatuate
LACHRYMAL
1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Producing tears
4. Having a heavy, abnormal growth
of hair
VALETUDINARIANISM
1. A state of feeble health
2. A passing on of unfavorable genetic
traits
3. A state of purification or having
impurities removed
4. A state of excessive grief; very sad
DEBOUCH
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A pulling or plucking off
3. In military usage, to march out of a
confined place into open country
4. To belittle or humble
IMBROGLIO
1. A concealed dungeon with a trap
door at the top
2. A confusing situation
3. An outside staircase
4. A pleasant stroll

See more letters on page 5

Letters to
the Editor
Condition of Our MS
Schools is Unacceptable
I have been living in Mountainside
for over 10 years and I have two
children in the Mountainside school
system, one in 1st grade at
Beechwood, and one in 4th grade at
Deerfield. The condition and current
state of our schools is unacceptable
in my opinion. We are in need of
many repairs and renovations. We
live in a desirable community and I
am sure we would all like to see that
continue.
A very important vote is coming
up on March 11, 2014. This vote is in
regards to a $19,489,629 bond issue
for repairs and renovations. We all
need to vote Yes!
The state will pay 40 percent of our
costs at this time only. This is a tremendous savings to Mountainside
residents. VoteYes to keep taxes down
because of these repairs/renovations
that have to be done. They will be
done anyway, but we will be assessed
yearly if we don’t vote Yes.
We need to take advantage of the
aid that’s available to us! Seniors
may be eligible for a tax freeze now
as well! We can enhance our savings
as we move towards energy efficient
solutions as well. Mountainside, the
time is now for a Yes vote. Please
don’t be foolish and let this opportunity pass us by.
Please check out the information
on Facebook at Mountainside Citizens Advisory Committee MCAC or
at www.fixmountainsideschools.org.
Thank you for your time.
Christine Kiesewetter
Mountainside

WILL SNOW DAYS
EXTEND SCHOOL TIL
AUGUST?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

UCUA Exec. Dir. Dan Sullivan and
Employees Are Getting Stipends
The Union County Utilities Authority has been paying monthly stipends
through their check registry to their
employees since they took over the
operations of the Union County Improvement Authority in August 2013.
Executive Director Sullivan receives
an extra $2,500 stipend per month paid
directly to him through the UCUA check
registry ($30,000 a year) bringing his
total annual compensation without benefits to $186,000.
Deputy Director Brennan receives an
extra $1,000 stipend per month ($12,000
a year). And all other employees receive an extra $500 stipend per month.
Total yearly employee payouts of tax
dollars is $80,000
These payments have been kept from
public view and were uncovered after I
OPRA’d the UCUA paid bills lists. The
bills lists are not posted on the UCUA
website. A review of the 2012 and 2013
meeting minutes shows this extra employee compensation was not discussed
during any public meeting of either of
the authorities.
The meeting minutes for 2012 and
2013 show that there was no resolution
passed to approve these employee stipends and there was no public discussion of them. An OPRA request seeking
the executive session meeting minutes
has not resulted in any documents being turned over yet. However, no business can be voted on in executive session, even if these stipends were discussed behind closed doors.
A review of the shared services agreement for sharing the executive director
and other employees between the UCUA
and UCIA shows no mention of stipends to be paid UCUA employees.
Questions asked concerning these secret payouts, and other concerns, during [Thursday’s] public comment portion of the reorganization meetings for
both authorities were not answered.
Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak was present during the UCUA
meeting; he is the freeholder liaison to
the UCUA. The freeholders appoint the
executive directors of both authorities,
and the freeholder board will decide
and vote on whether these entities will
be joined permanently.
The Union County Watchdog Association is looking into the legality of
these secret employee payouts.
An Open Public Records Act Request seeking back up documentation
for these employee stipends has not
been fulfilled to date despite N.J.S.A.
47:1A-5e. which states: Immediate access ordinarily shall be granted to budgets, bills, vouchers, contracts, including collective negotiations agreements
and individual employment contracts,
and public employee salary and overtime information.
History:
August, 21, 2013 — UCUA signs
shared services agreement with UCIA
and Sullivan becomes executive director of both agencies.
August, 21, 2013 — UCUA passes
resolution increasing Executive Director Sullivan’s salary to $153,000
($23,000 increase).
August 22, 2013 — First monthly
payments to Sullivan and other UCUA
employees show up on the UCUA
monthly bills list. Director Sullivan receives an additional $2,500 per month.
Deputy Director Brennan receives
$1,000. All other employees receive
$500 per month.
Union County Improvement Authority
Former Executive Director Charlotte
DeFilippo last salary $147,712, was
allowed to maintain a home office.

May 3, 2013 — DeFilippo announces
during a Union County Improvement
Authority meeting that she will be stepping down as executive director of the
UCIA effective August 1, 2013. She
also announces she is stepping down as
chairman of the Union County Regular
Democratic Committee. During the
same meeting, in so many words, she
credits the scrutiny of the Union County
Watchdog Association as being too
much to bare.
UCIA maintains two employees:
Mark Brink, Jenifer Erdos. Brink and
Erdos are still listed as UCIA employees and were given 2 percent raises
[February 12] bringing their salaries to:
Jennifer Erdos as project manager/
events coordinator, $74,426; Mark
Brink as project/financial specialist,
$83,315.
One question that wasn’t answered
[February 12] was, why is it historically
that these employees have been on and
off the Union County government payroll through the years? Sometimes they
appear as Union County government
employees, and then they are not listed
and they are compensated through the
UCIA payroll. The UCIA and UCUA
are separate government entities. This
switches back and forth with no explanation. Former president of the Union
County Alliance Michael Murray had
the same arrangement with the County
despite the Union County Alliance being a non-profit 501(c)3, non-governmental agency.
Union County Utilities Authority
August, 2011 — Sunil K. Gargil steps
down as executive director of the UCUA.
His last salary was $153,000. He held
the position for six years.
August 17, 2011 — Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan, former Department of Motor
Vehicles manager, is appointed Interim
Director of the UCUA. His salary is set
at $130,000 (UCUA employee lists show
Sullivan’s start date as August 11, 2011).
April 18, 2012 — Union County Freeholders appoint Sullivan as executive
director of UCUA by resolution April
19, 2012.
November 29, 2012 — Employment
contract obtained through OPRA is
signed by Sullivan on November 29,
2012 (not signed by Jackus, chairman
of the board of commissioners):
$150,000 per annum in weekly installments, 20 vacation days, 15 sick days
(which can be carried over), there is no
mention of an extra monthly stipend.
August 21, 2013 — UCUA signs
shared services agreement with UCIA.
August 21, 2013 — UCUA passes
resolution increasing Executive Director Sullivan’s salary to $153,000
($23,000 increase).
August 22, 2013 — Sullivan announces during a freeholder meeting
that he is resigning his freeholder seat
to head the Union County Improvement Authority. He signs an agreement
with the UCUA setting his salary at
$153,000.
August 22, 2013 — First monthly
payments to Sullivan and other UCUA
employees show up on the UCUA
monthly bills list. Director Sullivan receives an additional $2,500 per month.
Deputy Director Brennan receives
$1,000. All other employees are receiving $500 per month
As of January 27, 2014 — Sullivan’s
salary is listed as $156,060 (in addition
to an unexplained $2,500 monthly stipend paid directly to him through the
UCUA check registry) bringing his total annual compensation without benefits to $186,000.
Tina Renna
Union County Watchdog Assoc.
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Letters to the Editor
Communism Is Not the Model
For Sochi; Nor For The World
All that glitters is not gold. Truer
words could not be applied to
Vladimir Putin’s $50 billion dollar
Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. It
is fool’s gold to believe that these
Winter Olympics are anything more
than an attempt by the Russian tyrant
to burnish his image and make the
world think that he poses no threat to
world peace!
NBC’s introduction to the opening
ceremonies included, “The (Russian)
revolution that birthed one of modern history’s pivotal experiments (Soviet communism)” while showing
glorious video of Russia! Some experiment!
The Russian Revolution of 1917
was led by Vladimir Lenin the Marxist who proposed a worldwide communist revolution for the violent overthrow of capitalism that later Soviet
leaders would pursue with a vengeance.
Josef Stalin’s purges killed millions of people and his agricultural
collectivization starved millions of
people to death. He turned the Soviet
Union into a totalitarian state, committed huge numbers of human rights
violations, instituted extreme censorship, and banned organized religion!
His non-aggression pact with Hitler
eased Hitler’s conquest of Western
Europe by removing the threat of a
Soviet eastern front.
Communism gave the world the
Cold War and with it the Iron Curtain,
the Berlin Blockade, the Berlin Wall,
Chinese military aggression, the First
Indochina War, the Korean War, the
brutal Soviet military suppression of
the Hungarian Revolution, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War,
the Angolan Civil War, the Soviet
invasion of Czechoslovakia to stop
Chech political liberalization reform,
the Brezhnev Doctrine opposing any
country attempting to overthrow
Marxism-Leninism, and Premier
Nikita Khrushchev’s “We will bury
you.” Not one word of any of this in
NBC’s introduction!
NBC painted more whitewash
when its Sochi Olympics host Bob
Costas stated the day before the Sochi
Games started, ”Just in the past year,
Putin brokered a deal to allow Syria
to avoid a U.S. military strike by
giving up its chemical weapons. And
helping bring Iran to the negotiating
table over its nuclear intentions.”
From what planet was Mr. Costas
speaking?
Russia’s only naval base outside
Russia is at Tartus in Syria. The venal
Assad regime is Russia’s closest
Middle Eastern ally. Mr. Putin supplies it with billions of dollars worth
of arms while block foreign efforts to
stop the civil war that has claimed
more than 130,000 lives!
Mr. Putin opposes economic and
financial sanctions to stop Iran from
building nuclear weapons.
Mr. Putin, in giving political asylum to the traitorous American intelligence spewing Edward Snowden,
has deeply embarrassed the United
States and seriously endangered
American national interests.
Mr. Putin’s homophobic legisla-

tion is notorious.
Mr. Putin sits on a vast stockpile of
nuclear weapons. Global Firepower
ranks Russia as the second great military power today.
The rise of Mr. Putin, former KBG
agent in Communist East Germany,
to power is not a League of Women
Voters textbook on fair elections!
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum reported in 2001,
“Chechnya was destroyed, including
the almost complete destruction of
Grozny, the Chechen capital. Russian artillery and air indiscriminately
pounded populated areas. Human
rights organizations also documented
several massacres of civilians by
Russian units.”
Freedom House ranks Russia 176th
out of 197 countries in freedom of the
press.
Amnesty International reports
peaceful protests being routinely dispersed by Russian police and often
with excessive force.
The Sochi Winter Olympics should
remind the world of the 1936 Berlin
Summer Olympics which war thirsty
Hitler used as a massive propaganda
tool! But his virulent anti-Semitism
was on the march, including physical
violence against the German Jewish
community, the infamous Nuremburg
Laws, and attempts to ban Jewish
athletes from the Berlin Olympics.
As were his plans for world conquest!
Dictators know how to use propaganda to camouflage their true intentions. Even the crocodile smiles! And
so the world is again being lulled into
believing that yet another despotic
leader is all peaches and cream!
Strangely, President Obama stated
in an interview by Bob Costas hours
before the start of the Sochi Olympics, “He does have a public style
where he likes to sit back and look a
little bored during the course of joint
interviews. My sense is that’s part of
his shtick back home politically as
wanting to look like the tough guy.”
His aggressive military and foreign
policies and his domestic ruthlessness are just shtick?
The world would pay a steep price
for the glitter of the Berlin Olympics!
Is history to repeat itself yet again?
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Where’s The Salt?
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(Westfield) commented Sunday regarding a news report that a 1920
federal maritime law stranded a shipment of road salt at a Maine seaport
while urgent requests for a waiver to
deliver the salt to New Jersey were
denied by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.
"After the recent serious accident
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, we
know the importance of having salt
to treat roads rises to the level of life
and death. We need immediate help
from the federal government granting the necessary waiver to transport
the salt from Maine. This shipment
will help keep our roads safe and save
lives.”
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Are Your Emails Being Censored?
As of last week we [TPATH] have
begun an extensive investigation into
censorship and filtering of the conservative message over the Internet
by Google, Optimum, AOL and possibly several others.
What started out as a minor concern as to why the number of emails
we sent out were returned as “undeliverable or tagged as spam” seemed
to be increasing with every update,
has now become a major concern and
a very disturbing trend.
As we reported last week, we found
that Optimum was using an email
blocking company which apparently
either scans email for content, looks
for a specific sender, and blocks those
falling into a certain criteria from
reaching the recipient. This censoring of their user’s content is done
without them ever knowing that an
email was blocked.
AOL and others such as Comcast
also filter out email without informing the recipient but to the best of
what we have found out they don’t
use an outside software program.
They seem to have their own.
As many of us have known for
sometime now, the use of free email
services such as Google and a few
others comes with great risk of compromise and the selling of email addresses as well as content to vendors
and even, as we have found out recently, to the government.
As the people of this country depend less and less upon the mainstream media for news and information, they have turned to the Internet
where several sides to every issue can
be found — Not just the side the news
room leftists want you to see.
As a result email, facebook, twitter
and blogs have seen an amazing
amount of activity and many, many
people are finding out about government scandals, cover-ups, forgeries
and other crimes. Unfortunately the
same scoundrels who control the
mainstream media are the ones with
control over much of the services of
the Internet.
They have begun to quietly shut
down as much conservative information as possible and the attacks are
increasing daily. This past week one
of the country’s most popular blogs

run by the hardest working patriots
you will ever encounter was shut
down and blocked by Google. The
site [www.birtherreport.com/] Birther
Report was identified by Google as a
dangerous threat. While it is true the
website is a threat, but only a threat to
lies and corruption.
This site we have found is not the
only one that Google has blocked or
falsely warned redirected visitors
away from. There are many and the
number grows everyday.
We will continue to compile as
much information on this growing
censorship trend but in the mean time
everyone should know about it and
take precautions. For example, if you
know someone has emailed you regularly and you stop getting them, you
may be getting filtered.
Also, a big warning to all users of
Google Gmail — Protect your email
list, your sends and your receives.
Our investigation has found hundreds
of accounts were closed, without
warning. All the data is lost, all your
email contacts gone, forever. Google
puts up a notice telling you your
account was closed due to content
violation. When this happens there is
no one in Google who will help you
or even respond to you.
Protect your email address book
by exporting it to a cvs file on your
PC or laptop every few weeks —
More often if you have a volatile sign
up process.
Remember, if Google closes your
account, they will do it without warning and you will never get it back.
Dwight Kehoe
Editor TPATH

Warming Expected
AccuWeather.com [Tuesday] Temperatures will climb into the 40s
over much of the mid-Atlantic on
multiple days during the balance of
this week. In the Northeast, there is
between 1 and 3 inches of water
contained within the snow on the
ground. Over a surface area of one
square foot, an inch of water (approximately 10 inches of snow on
average) weighs about 5.2 pounds.
The weight of snow can vary, depending on its water content when it
fell and how much rain it absorbed.

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

VETERANS BENEFITS FOR 2014
Tuesday, Feb. 25th
7:00 PM
• Free report from
Benjamin D. Eckman, Esq.
specializing in elder law
• Learn about benefits
for veterans and spouses
you might not even know
you qualify for
• Benefits for compensation
and pensions

THE CHELSEA
AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE
FANWOOD, NJ 07023
www.chelseaseniorliving.com

Please RSVP: 908-654-5200 by Feb. 23rd
Refreshments served

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Negligence Cases

Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

OWEN BRAND

Scott Seib

ML# 222999
Your Hometown

Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Celebrating Our 31st Year

For All Your
Plumbing & Heating Needs
Bathroom Renovations
Are Our Specialty

908-654-1818
scottseibplumbing.com
Master Plumber License No. 6548

www.jonbramnick.com

MORTGAGE BANKER

Did you know February
is National Pet Dental
Health Month?

Call us today for a
FREE Dental Exam!*
Offer expires 3/31/2014. Offer limited to dental
exams only. Cannot be combined with any other
offer. If other medical issues are found during
this exam, regular fees will apply.

(908) 233-6030
westfieldanimal.com
Follow us on Facebook!

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349
obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.
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Bertha S. Fisher, 103, Devoted Mother;
Active In Redeemer Lutheran Church
Bertha S. Fisher died on Sunday,
February 2, 2014, at the United Zion
Retirement Community in Lititz, Pa.
at the age of 103.
Mrs. Fisher was born in Newark,
N.J. to Julius and Mary (Heilbronn)
Steigmann on October 10, 1910. In
1931, she was married to Alvin E.
Fisher, also of Newark, who predeceased her in 1960.
Moving to Westfield, N.J. in 1945,
they raised six children, five of whom
survive her: Jean R. Fisher of Lebanon, Pa., Allan R. Fisher, husband of
Mary (Hough), of Earlysville, Va.,
Bonnie F. Fisher of Bloomington,
Ind., Peggy J. Fisher, companion of
Gary Uhl, of Rochester Hills, Mich.,
and Robin H. Cisne, wife of John, of
Ithaca, N.Y. A beloved daughter, Dr.
Linda A. Fisher of Fairfax, Va., died
in 2006.
A devoted mother to her children,
Bert (Bertha) worked tirelessly at
home and in various occupations to
provide for their needs and support
their educational endeavors: secretary, real estate, home health care.
She was an active member of the
Redeemer Lutheran Church of
Westfield and continued in its fellowship after moving to Lebanon in
1986 to take up residence with her
daughter, Jean.
In Lebanon, she was active in the
senior citizens’ center, and made her
home in her South Lebanon Township neighborhood a welcoming
place to young and old alike.

Bert (Bertha) leaves a sister, Helen
Kennedy (Mrs. Walter) of Kendall
Park, N.J. She was preceded in death
by her siblings, Charles Steigmann,
Marie Zellers (Mrs. William), Margaret Kunzman (Mrs. John), Anna
Nuzzi (Mrs. James) and William
Steigmann.
Besides her children named above,
Bert leaves six grandchildren: Beth
Fisher of Charlotte, N.C., Amy (Mrs.
Cortez) Standard of Tampa, Fla.,
Eric Fisher (wife Mary Beth) of
Scotch Plains, N.J., Joel Cisne,
Nathaniel Cisne and Martin Cisne
of Ithaca, N.Y.; and seven greatgrandchildren, MaryRosa, Grace and
Wick Hatch of Charlotte, N.C.,
Hayleigh and Logan Standard of
Tampa, Fla., and Robert and Claire
Fisher of Scotch Plains, N.J. Also
remaining are numerous nieces and
nephews.
A memorial service will be held at
the Redeemer Lutheran Church of
Westfield, N.J. on Sunday, March 2,
2014, at 2 p.m., with interment to be
arranged by the family in Fairview
Cemetery of Westfield. In lieu of
flowers, a donation to Redeemer
Lutheran
Church,
229
Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield, N.J.
07090 would be appreciated.
Grose Funeral Home of Myerstown,
Pa. is entrusted with the arrangements;
www.grosefuneralhome.com.
February 20, 2014

Patricia Kelly, 86, Family Matriarch;
Enjoyed Bridge and Garden Club
Patricia Kelly (née Walsh), 86, of
Seaside Park, N.J. passed away on
Tuesday, February 18, 2014, at
Community Medical Center in
Toms River. She had lived in
Westfield, N.J. before moving to
Seaside Park 24 years ago. Patricia
was lovingly known as the matriarch of her family. She was an avid
bridge player and involved in the
Garden Club and was a parishioner
of St. Catharine of Siena, all of
Seaside Park.
She was predeceased by her parents, James and Linda Walsh, and
her two sisters, Madeline Fichter
and Margie Brindley.
Patricia is survived by her husband, Andrew Kelly of Seaside Park,
N.J.; two sons, James Kelly of Seaside Park, N.J. and Michael Kelly

of Milford, N.J.; a daughter,
Kathleen Porter of Watertown,
Conn.; a sister, Roberta Zardecki of
Toms River, N.J.; four grandchildren, Brooke, Melissa, Rachael and
Paige, and two great-grandchildren,
Dylan and Summer.
Her family will receive relatives
and friends today, Thursday, February 20, 2014, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals,
809 Central Avenue, Seaside Park,
N.J. A Funeral Mass will be offered
tomorrow, Friday, February 21, 2014,
at 10 a.m. at St. Catharine of Siena
Roman Catholic Church in Seaside
Park. Committal will be private. Condolences may be sent by visiting
www.ryanfuneralhome.com.

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).
Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer on three consecutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.
K.A.G.

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).
Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer on three consecutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.
D.F.R. and R.F.R.
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Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897
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– Obituaries –

Dorothy D’Amico, Executive Secretary;
Was Devoted to Family and Friends
Dorothy Ihle D’Amico, recently well as her six grandchildren, Daniel,
of Westfield, N.J., died on Friday, Jacob, Jacquelyn, Domenique, JesFebruary 14, 2014, two days before sica and Frank.
She is predeceased by
her 82nd birthday, with
her love and the father of
family and friends by her
her children, Frank
side.
D’Amico, and by her sisDotty was born in
ter, Edith Migdal.
Astoria, Queens, and spent
A memorial service will
her adult life raising her
be held tomorrow, Friday,
family in Bay Ridge,
February 21, from 6 to 9
Brooklyn. She worked for
p.m. at Colonial Funeral
over 20 years at the Food
Home, 2819 Hylan Bouand Drug Administration
levard, Staten Island, N.Y.
as an executive secretary.
10306.
Her happiest times were Dorothy D’Amico
In lieu of flowers, dothose spent with family and
nations in Dotty’s name may be made
friends.
Surviving are her children and their to the Thomas Glasser Caregivers’
spouses, Lisa D’Amico and Rich Center at overlookfoundation.org or
Davis, Gary and Jennifer D’Amico, to imaginenj.org.
February 20, 2014
and Chris and Cindy D’Amico, as

Westfield UNICO to Host
St. Joseph-St. Pat’s Benefit
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
UNICO Chapter will sponsor a St.
Joseph and St. Patrick’s Celebration Fundraiser in support of the
Westfield FMBA No. 30 and Police
Fallen Members Fund.
The event will be held on Sunday,
March 23, from 4 to 8 p.m. at The
Westwood, located at 438 North Avenue in Garwood. The popular Willie
Lynch Irish Band will provide music for listening and dancing.
The buffet menu will include
salad, fresh fruit, corned beef,
Chicken Franchisee, Ziti Bolognese
and Parnassian Roasted Potatoes,
followed by a table service of apple
cobbler with coffee or tea. Wine
and beer will be included in the cost
of $60 per person in advance and
$65 per person at the door. A cash
bar will be available.

IN SESSION
Beating the ‘Winter Blues’
Until Arrival of Spring
By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir. Youth & Family Counseling Service
It’s a tough time of the year: Holidays are over, bad weather and a
bad dose of “cabin fever.” As we
struggle through a difficult winter
with significant snowfalls pounding our area, it is easy to become
depressed, anxious and isolated. We
tend to stay home and withdraw
from activities we would normally
enjoy. It doesn’t have to be so bad.
There are ways to beat the “winter blues.” (If you are clinically
depressed, treatment including
therapy and medication should be
continued). But for those just “not
feeling like themselves,” a bit sluggish and unmotivated, try these
helpful tips:
Exercise indoors. Dance with
your kids, jog around your house,
take extra trips up and down the
steps.
Eat well. Avoid refined and processed foods. They zap your energy
level. Try fruits and vegetables and
don’t forget eight glasses of water
daily – stay hydrated.
Avoid drinking alcohol. It may
seem like a good thing to do when
you are feeling down, but alcohol is
a depressant and may make your
bad mood even worse.
Treat yourself. Plan a little trip
for spring. Have fun making the
plans and get excited about it! Try a
mini-spa at home: bubble bath, soft
music, candles. Relax!
Accept you have no control over
the weather. Go with it! Safely go
out and enjoy it. Build a snowman,
have a snowball fight. Play with the
dog. Many of them love the snow.
Consider others. Get out of your
own head! Walk to an elderly
neighbor’s – shovel for them, bring
them hot soup or fresh baked cookies – help brighten someone else’s

MASTER
MEMORIALS
Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones
N.J. Lic. #4869
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

For tickets, contact Vinnie
Tomasso at (732) 585-6857 or Gino
Jannotti at (908) 301-1123 or visit
Benvenuti’s, located at 512 North
Avenue in Garwood, (908) 3899999.
Westfield UNICO is a chapter of
UNICO National, which was
founded in 1922 in Waterbury,
Conn. UNICO National volunteer
members support charitable, educational and community service
projects while promoting Italian
heritage and combating negative
stereotyping. For information or to
join Westfield UNICO National, call
Chapter President Anthony
Bengivenga at (732) 968-9838 or
Membership Director Gino Jannotti
at (908) 301-1123. Interested persons also may visit the chapter on
Facebook.

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350
www.mastermemorials.com

Designer • Builders of fine

MONUMENTS
MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned

Tim Doerr
Sally Bauer Doerr
(established 1939)

Also: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

day and you’ll feel better, too.
It’s often a challenge to stay positive and have a good outlook, but
we can’t control the weather! Let it
go – don’t worry – focus on being
safe and warm and be grateful for
what you have – food, heat, a roof
over your head! Keep in mind that
spring will come – it always does!
The spring equinox is scheduled on
March 20 this year. Hang in there!!
***
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed
therapist at Youth and Family Counseling Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J., (908) 233-2042;
Website: yfcsnj.org.

www.goleader.com
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004829
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001587-11
Plaintiff: RUSHMORE CAPITAL PARTNERS,
LLC
VS.
Defendant: CLEAR CRYSTAL, LLC; BRANDON E. SAMUELS
Sale Date: 03/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 09/12/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Three Thousand Four Hundred Fifteen
and 23/100*** $183,415.23.
The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 446 Flanders Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Tax Lot No.: 27 in Block: 1103
Dimensions of Lot: Approximately 40 x 146
Nearest Cross Street: East Second Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, municipal or tax liens that may be due.
Subject to Tax and prior lien infor:
At the time of publication taxes/sewer/water
information was not available. You must check
with the tax collector for exact amounts due.
The total amount due for tax lien # 11-23 is
$23,614.20. The lien redemption date is 9/11/13.
The total amount due for SEWER is $91.88 as
of 9/11/13.
Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if
any):
Troika Affiliates, Inc. /w Assignment to Security National Bank & Trust Co., recorded 10/6/
1988, Book 0507, Page 0910, in the orginal
amount of $12,500.00.
Total Upset: ***Two Hundred Twenty-One
Thousand One Hundred Thirteen and 35/100***
$221,113.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
“The Fair Housing Act prohibits”any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in connection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-148462
4 T - 02/20, 02/27, 03/06
& 03/13/13
Fee: $222.36

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Seymour Barnett, True Gentleman,
Family Man and Avid Tennis Player
Seymour Barnett of Westfield, N.J.,
beloved husband of Betty, passed
away on Friday, February 14, 2014.
Seymour, son of Sara and Meyer
Barnett, was born in New York City,
raised in Brooklyn and was one of 10
brothers and sisters. He graduated from
Brooklyn Technical High School and
attended Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, for
the study of engineering.
Seymour was a B-17 pilot, having
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps
from 1942 to 1945. Following his
discharge from theAir Corps, Seymour
met and fell in love with Betty and
they were married in 1948. They were
inseparable partners for over 65 years
and a true model couple to all.
In the late 1940s, Seymour became
involved in the family machine tool
distributing business and later became
president of DeWitt Tool Company of
Kenilworth, N.J. He was a member of
the Society of Manufacturing Engi-

neers for more than 25 years.
Seymour, a passionate tennis player,
was a true gentleman, devoted family
man, forever generous and giving to
family and others. He was a rock, so
solid that there was always an anchor
for everyone around him.
Seymour is survived by his wife,
Betty; children, Peter (Susan), Nancy
(Siljoy) and Ruth (David); grandchildren, Regina (Rob), Alana (Jon),
Alexis (Adam), Adam (Tricia), Ariel
and Henry; a great-grandchild,
Brooks; his brothers, Bobby, Larry
and Bert, and his sister, Maureen. He
is predeceased by his siblings, Belle,
Florrie, Jack, Evelyn and Mickey.
A private memorial tribute will be
held at a later date. In lieu of flowers,
contributions in Seymour’s memory
can be made to the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
February 20, 2014

When Couples Argue:
Hellenic Therapy Center
Marriage therapy focuses on the elderly parents. Conflict/stress is inconflicts and disagreements between evitable in any marriage and some
two people. The difference between problems never get solved. But some
a happily married couple or unhappy couples do not get stuck in their sepacouple frequently involves the abil- rate positions. They keep talking with
ity to discuss and resolve those dif- each other about the conflicts. They
ferences in a positive
listen respectfully to their
manner that respects the
partner’s perspectives
interests and needs of
and they find comproeach individual. Happily
mises that work for both.
married couples underAt Hellenic Therapy
stand their own and their
Center we specialize in
partner’s emotional trigmarriage, individual and
gers that contribute to
family therapy and have
unnecessary anxiety,
twenty years experience
frustration and resentwith a “family systems”
ment in relationships.
approach. At the first sesHappily married couples
sion we will see you toare characterized by regether,
though
spect, affection and em- Maria Sikoutris-Di Iorio oftentimes we also will
pathy. They pay close
ask to see each person
attention to what’s happening in each individually. Our model has proven
other’s life and they feel emotionally to be very successful. We teach this
connected.
approach at Rutgers University to
Common unhealthy, damaging re- clinical professionals. The goals of
lationship communications usually marriage counseling are generally to
include interactions such as:
help the couple:
Defense responses
Improve communication patterns
Emotional triggers (when you find
Stop Blaming Each Other/Pointyourself in a place of over-reaction, ing Fingers
be on the lookout for your own emoTake Responsibility of Self
tional triggers)
Develop empathetic, active listenDragging old information or expe- ing skills
riences into a current argument
Improve problem-solving skills
Put-downs, name calling (critiResolve conflicts in ways that meet
cisms)
the needs of both partners
Hostility, or verbal or physical atResolve differences
tacks on the other person
Behave like good friends
Lack of communication
The Hellenic Therapy Center is
Lack of intimacy (sexual problems) located at 567 Park Avenue, Scotch
Withdrawal
Plains, N.J. We have a team of profesInfidelity
sionals experienced in this area who
Control Issues
can help strengthen your relationAnger and Temper Issues
ship. We offer day, evening and weekStress can add to marriage con- end hours. You may call us at (908)
flict. For example, the stress of caring 322-0112 or you may visit us at
for a new baby, loss of interest in sex www.hellenictherapy.com.
and romance, health problems, exPaid Bulletin Board
haustion from working too hard, the
goleader.com/express
loss of a job, death, or caring for

Museum to Spotlight Quilts
And Underground Railroad
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “Quilts and the Underground
Railroad” this Sunday, February 23,
from 2 to 4 p.m. The program will
include a display of handmade quilts
and a presentation on what a quilt is,
how quilts are made, and their many
creative patterns such as log cabin,
double wedding ring and others.
Additionally, the presenter will
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-13004759
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-9726-12
Plaintiff: MIDWITT LLC, AS ASSIGNEE OF
VELOCITY COMMERCIAL CAPITAL, AS ASSIGNEE OF NORTHFIELD BANK
VS.
Defendant: 415 WESTFIELD AVENUE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY AND RICHARD L.
Y ORKOWITZ
Sale Date: 03/19/2014
Writ of Execution: 11/08/2013
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Thirty-Nine and 12/
100*** $428,039.12.
CONCISE PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union.
Premises commonly known as: 415 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot #: 52 in Block #: 3003
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately):
The irregular-shaped site encompasses a total of 2,340+ square feet, or 0.054+ acre in area,
bases on municipal tax map. The subject site
contains 32.7+ feet of frontage along Westfield
Avenue and has an average depth of 75+ feet.
Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Fifty-One Thousand Five Hundred Six and 79/100***
$451,506.79 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff
Attorney:
PORZIO, BROMBETRG & NEWMAN P.C.
100 SOUTHGATE PARKWAY
PO BOX 1997
MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY 07962-1997
(973) 538-4006
4 T - 02/20, 02/27, 03/06
& 03/13/13
Fee: $175.44

discuss the debate over the hypothesis that messages encoded in special quilt patterns helped slaves escape via the Underground Railroad.
Children also may make their own
paper quilt.
Admission will be $3 for visitors
age 13 and older, $2 for ages 3 to 12,
and free for those under age 3. If the
program must be cancelled due to
inclement weather or problems with
snow and ice on the grounds which
may limit accessibility to the museum,
an answering machine message will
be posted at (908) 232-1776.
Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Maple Sugar Sunday” on March 9 and “Jews in 18th
Century America” on March 23.
The museum is available for school,
Scout or other group tours on weekdays during the morning or after school.
For more information, call the museum
office weekday mornings or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. Details on all programs also are posted on
the museum’s Facebook page. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Library Trustees Set
2014 Meeting Dates
GARWOOD — The board of
trustees of the Garwood Public Library will meet at 8 p.m. in the
library on the following dates:
March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4,
September 10, October 1, November 5 and December 3.
The meetings are usually held
the first Wednesday of the month,
except for January and September,
when they are held on the second
Wednesday. The board does not
meet in July and August.
At the reorganization meeting held
on January 8, the following slate of
officers was selected: President, Maria
Nierstedt; Secretary, Christine
Guerriero, and Treasurer, Christine
DiGiacomo. Members of the board
are Maryanne Severage, Carolyn
Warchol, Carol White and Sarah
Waverka. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
will represent the borough and Superintendent of Schools Teresa Quigley
will represent the board of education.
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Michael Robert Construction
Earns Best of Houzz ’14 Award

MR. AND MRS. JAMES DOUGLAS MCCOMBIE
(She is the former Miss Giovanna Nelly Romano)

Miss Giovanna N. Romano
Weds James D. McCombie
Miss Giovanna Nelly Romano,
daughter of Pasquale and Nelly
Romano of Westfield, happily married James Douglas McCombie on
Saturday, June 1, 2013. He is the son
of Andrew and Lynne McCombie of
Harpenden, England.
The happy couple exchanged vows
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark, N.J., in a beautiful ceremony presided by Most
Reverend Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio
and Father Frank Fano of Westfield.
Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a strapless white Royal
Satin gown with a cathedral-length
train and the same scalloped lace
mantilla veil worn by her mother in
1978. Her brother, Raffaele Romano,
escorted their beautiful mother, Nelly,
down the aisle.
The groom was escorted by his
parents, wearing the traditional English morning attire, custom made by
Hickey Freeman.
Miss Catherine Robinson of Jersey
City was maid of honor for her friend
of 13 years. The bridesmaids included
Miss Anna McCombie of England,
sister of the groom; Miss Sammantha
Adams of Westfield, Mrs. Raffaella
Nicoll and Miss Anna Maria Romano
of Colonia, all cousins of the bride;
Dr. Jennifer Woodbury Bain and Miss
Paula Guerra, formerly of Westfield,
dear friends of the bride. All wore
lavender chiffon gowns and carried
bouquets of Sterling roses collared
by bold green lemon leaves.
Andrew Keens of England, childhood friend of the groom, was best
man. Serving as groomsmen were
Raffaele Romano of Westfield,
brother of the bride; Jonathan Ogilvie
of England, cousin of the groom;

Service Opportunities
Open to Youth Feb. 22
AREA — The YMCA New Jersey
Youth and Government Program will
sponsor statewide service opportunities for high-school students this Saturday, February 22. Participants will
be given the chance to volunteer their
time and resources to soup kitchens,
food banks and hospitals across the
state of New Jersey. This “Day of
Service” will aim to empower youth
and enable them to make a difference
in their communities by aiding others.
This will be the youth leadership
program’s fourth “Day of Service,”
coordinated by the student leaders of
the program. Previous participants
have been from towns, high schools
and YMCAs throughout the state.
Collectively, more than 300 teenagers have participated in the prior
“Days of Service.” Their contributions through this avenue has promoted and assisted over 15 separate
soup kitchens and food banks.
To register or learn more about the
opportunity, e-mail Program Director Michael Gallagher at
mike@njyouthandgov.com. Individuals also may stay updated on the
program’s Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/
YMCA.NJYAG.

Temple Sholom Plans
Benefit Comedy Night
FANWOOD — Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will present
A Night of Comedy on Saturday,
March 1, featuring Tom Daddario
with Tim Hayes. Proceeds will benefit Temple Sholom and its multiple
community, educational and religious
programs. Alex Bernstein will host.
Tickets are $25 each in advance and
$30 at the door. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m.; the show will begin at 8:15 p.m.
Refreshments will be available. Reservations are recommended, as seating is
limited. Individuals may register online
at sholomnj.org or by calling the temple
office at (908) 889-4900.
Temple Sholom currently is located in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church at the corner of Martine and
La Grande Avenues in Fanwood. The
stage is around the corner off Marian
Avenue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian Avenue
marked Temple Sholom.

Adrian Brown, Thomas Evans,
Nicholas Halliday and Matthew
Merrifield, all of England and dear
friends of the groom.
Nicholas Cappola of Millstone,
cousin of the bride, was the ring bearer.
The bride’s brother, Raffaele,
along with Mrs. Katie Ogilvie,
cousin of the groom, and Dr.
Giuseppe Fazari, cousin of the
bride, did scripture readings.
They celebrated their nuptials with
a reception at Maritime Parc, in Liberty State Park, Jersey City. Overlooking the Manhattan skyline and
Statue of Liberty, friends and family
from England, Italy, Peru, Australia,
Qatar, South Africa and all over the
United States helped the two happy
families celebrate.
The couple met in 2009 on the
groom’s first visit to New York. Their
long distance romance consisted of
many visits back and forth between
England and New Jersey and one trip
to Paris, where the groom first met
his future in-laws.
The bride graduated Westfield High
School in 2000 and earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Public Relations at Monmouth University.
Throughout those years she was involved in sports, Greek life and was
an active member of the St. Helen’s
youth ministry. In 2000, she was
crowned Miss Peru-USA. She currently is the Account Executive for
Brooks Brothers North.
The groom was born and raised in
England and attended St. George’s
School. He earned his Bachelor of
Science degree in Geography at the
University of Exeter in 2004. The
groom is a Senior Manager at Ernst
& Young LLP, having spent periods
of his career in London, Melbourne
and New York.
The parents of the groom hosted
the rehearsal dinner the Thursday
before the wedding at Chart House in
Weehawken, N.J.
The parents of the bride, with the
help of the bridesmaids, hosted a
bridal shower in April at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield.
Following a honeymoon to Tahiti,
Moorea and Bora Bora, the couple
resides in Downtown Jersey City, N.J.

WESTFIELD – Michael Robert
Construction of Westfield, N.J. has
been awarded “Best Of Houzz” 2014
by Houzz.com, the leading online
platform for residential remodeling
and design. The Westfield-based design/build construction company was
chosen by the more than 16 million
monthly users that comprise the
Houzz community. This is the third
year that MRC has been named one
of Houzz.com’s top professionals.
The “Best Of Houzz” award for
2014 is given in two categories: Customer Satisfaction and Design. MRC
is proud to have been awarded recognition in both categories.
Mike Mroz, the Westfield born and
raised owner of Michael Robert Construction, had this to say about his
company’s recent accomplishments:
“We are thrilled to be recognized yet
again as a leader in this incredibly
talented and diverse group of professionals. Three years in a row is quite a
statement. It is flattering to be acknowledged for the design work we
have done for our clients, but the most
fulfilling feedback is the Customer
Satisfaction portion of the award. Our
clients’ glowing reviews mean a lot to
my team, and it means a lot to me that
they were so satisfied that they took to
the Houzz platform to let others know.”
As with many small businesses, most
of Mroz’s new projects come from
happy clients’ referrals.
“Houzz provides homeowners with
the most comprehensive view of home
building, remodeling and design professionals, empowering them to find
and hire the right professional to execute their vision,” said Liza Hausman,
vice-president of community for
Houzz. “We’re delighted to recognize

Michael Robert Construction among
our ‘Best Of’ professionals for both
design and exceptional customer service as judged by our community of
homeowners and design enthusiasts
who are actively remodeling and decorating their homes.”
Mike and his wife, Ellie, who also
works for the company doing Design
and Marketing, enjoy interacting with
the millions of “Houzzers” on a daily
basis. Ellie remarked, “We receive
one or more questions a day from the
community about our projects. It is
extremely rewarding to provide others going through the remodeling process with the answers to their questions, and to hear how we have inspired them on their own projects. We
especially love when they send us
their “after” pictures, or tell us how
our responses have helped them work
with their own local contractors.”
About Michael Robert Construction:
Michael Robert Construction is an
award-winning construction company
specializing in high-end building and
remodeling, including Energy Star
homes and renovations. As a design/
build company our focus is on major
renovations, additions, custom homes,
high-end remodeling projects and architectural detailing. We are proud to
be a family-owned business located in
Westfield, N.J. For more information
or to talk about a remodeling project
of your own, please visit http://
www.MichaelRobertConstruction.com,
find us on Facebook, on Twitter
@njcontractorMRC or, of course, on
Houzz.com.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Ms. Flora S. Alexander and Michael J. Pollack

Ms. Flora S. Alexander
To Wed Michael J. Pollack

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Alexander of
Scotch Plains have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms. Flora
S. Alexander, to Michael Joseph Pollack. He is the son of Alvin Pollack
and Faye Pollack, both of Westfield.
A 2004 graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, the bride-tobe received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education and Flute
Performance from the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor, Mich. in
2008. She is employed as a middleschool music teacher at Carl H.

Kumpf Middle School in Clark.
The future bridegroom graduated
from Westfield High School in 2001
and from Gettysburg College in
Gettysburg, Pa. in 2005 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. He is
an editor at a human-resources-management firm in Princeton.
The couple will be married in October 2014.

Probitas Verus Honos

Celebrate Children’s
Dental Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
We Offer In Office IV
and General Anesthesia

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry
Photo by Mike Mroz of Michael Robert Construction

HOUZZ FAVORITE...A transitional kitchen addition in Short Hills, N.J. by
Michael Robert Construction is a favorite with users on Houzz.com.

Adult OCD to Be Focus
Of NAMI February 25
WESTFIELD — Dr. Allen Weg will
discuss Treatment and Management
of Adult Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD) at NAMI Union County’s
public meeting on Tuesday, February
25. The meeting will take place at the
American Legion Post at 1003 North
Avenue in Westfield at 7:30 p.m.
A New Jersey licensed psychologist, Dr. Weg is founder and executive director of Stress and Anxiety
Services of New Jersey, a multi-therapist independent clinic in East
Brunswick, specializing in individual
as well as group cognitive behavioral
treatment of anxiety disorders in children, adolescents and adults.
Dr. Weg also is co-founder and vice-

president on the board of directors of
OCD New Jersey, an affiliate of the
International OCD Foundation, where
he is a member on the Scientific Advisory Board. His book, entitled “OCD
Treatment Through Storytelling: A
Strategy for Successful Therapy,” is
published by Oxford University Press.
The meeting environment is supportive and informational. Snacks and
free literature will be provided and the
newly updated NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Union County
Resource Guide will be available.
There is no charge to attend. For more
information, or in the event of inclement weather, call (908) 233-1628 or email namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Julie Jong D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry
Kelly Walk D.D.S.
John Chang D.D.S.

Laser Dentistry
Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
New Patients Welcome
www.kidsandsmiles.com
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-1231

Goods & Services You Need
BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and
Snow Removal Services

908-756-0090 www.grimebustersnj.com
Free Estimates / Fully Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades
Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations
Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755
OLIVER A

PAVING

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business
908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281
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HUSCH, LINDROS WIN 2 IND; FLECK, CHANG 1 EACH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Glide
By Raiders in Semis, 119-51
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No surprises were expected and
none occurred as the Westfield High
School boys swim team, the No. 1
ranked Public School in the state,
glided past Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
119-51, at Wallace Pool in Westfield
on February 11. The 12-1 Blue Devils won nine of the 11 events, including all three relays.

events, beginning with a sweep in the
200-Individual Medley with a time
of 2:03.8, followed by Dan Myers
and Jack Rose. Husch also touched
first in the 100-butterfly at 54.7, followed by Raider Alex Skoog and
Blue Devil Aram Barmakian.
“I am happy with what I did over
the summer, because I did a lot of
training with my coach to practice
race situations like this to go the

the first event, the 200-medley relay
in 1:41.44, followed by Raiders
Skoog, Nolan Kearns, Peart and Matt
Marino. Blue Devils Kevin Clauss,
Myers, Noah Stiles and Austin
Kreusser finished third.
“I don’t like calling them my rivals, because it’s really my best
friends. I love racing against them. I
always end up getting better times.
Jeff Peart and Alex Skoog always

See more – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING PAST A COUGAR...Raider Devin Glover, No. 5, tries to drive around Cougar Luke Christiano, No. 11, in the
Union County Tournament opening round in Cranford on February 15. The Cougars won, 53-39.

OBLACHINSKI 17 PTs, 15 RBs; TROTTER 9 PTs, RAMOS 11

Cougars Hustle Past Raiders
In UCT Boys Basketball, 53-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE WINNER...Blue Devil Stephen Husch won to 100-butterfly and the 200-individual medley events against the
Raiders at Wallace Pool in Westfield on February 11.

The Raiders had no illusions that
they were up against possibly the
best Public School in the state.
“I agree and we get them three
times. It’s a nice rivalry, but everyone
kind of knows each other. It’s a friendship as well, and I wish Westfield the
best of luck going on in the state
tournament. I thought our kids swam
really well all year. We put up some
great numbers at counties and a real
strong four/five [seed] match-up with
Ridge. We came here and came up a
little short,” Raider Head Coach Jess
Hulnick said.
Blue Devil junior Stephen Husch
was a double winner in individual

2[00]IM like I did today and the 100fly. I think training prepared me well
for that,” Husch said.
Blue Devil John Lindros also won
two individual events, beginning with
the 50-freestyle where he ticked out
at 22.48, followed by Skoog and Blue
Devil Tyler Lessner. In another sweep,
Lindros won the 100-free in 49.78,
followed by Luke McGrory and
David Lindros.
Lessner took top honors in the 100breaststroke with a time of 1:02.04.
Raider rival and friend Jeff Peart finished second and Rose finished third.
Lessner, along with David Lindros,
Barmakian and John Lindros, won

push me, and Nolan Kearns. We are
extremely competitive,” said Lessner,
who grinned then added, “I would
like to give a shout out to my little
brother Jake. He will be swimming
on our team next year. I am teaching
him everything I know.”
Blue Devil Clauss won the 100backstroke in 57.91, followed by
Raider Eric Chang and Rose. John
Lindros, Husch, Barmakian and
McGrory won the 200-free relay in
1:33.53, followed by Raiders Peart,
Andrew DeBiasse, Henry Chang and
Skoog. Blue Devils Kreusser, Charlie
Baldwin, Blake Taylor and Aedan

Defense was more effective for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team than it had been
in the previous two meetings with
Cranford, but the 10th-seeded Cougars took control of the boards and
used quick passing techniques to
come up with a 53-39 victory in the

preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford on
February 15.
“They definitely improved from
the other two times we played them.
We got some shots. They didn’t knock
some shots down, which helped us.
We didn’t defend as well as we should
have. We were able to capitalize on
some turnovers, get a lead and then

hang on,” Cougar Head Coach Ryan
Huber said.
Senior John Oblachinski became
the primary master of the boards with
15 rebounds, a pair of blocked shots,
a tipped pass that led to a steal and
also led all scorers with 17 points.
“This is the county tournament.
Everybody comes to play. This is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING HIS LEG OF THE 200-IM...Raider Nolan Kearns heads towards the wall in his leg of the 200-medley relay
in the Section semifinals against the Blue Devils in Westfield on February 11.

J. LINDROS, BALDWIN, CRONIN DOUBLE IND. WINNERS

Blue Devil Boys Win Section,
Girls Upset by Hunt. Central
By J B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Saturday afternoon, less than
24 hours after his No. 1-ranked girls
team had lost in the sectional finals,
WHS swim coach Jeff Knight and his
wrestling-loving 6-year-old son Ryan
headed up to Morris County to watch
Hanover Park take on South Plainfield
in the Group wrestling tournament.
Even though, contrary to the popular cliché, the sun hadn’t actually
come out on this particular Saturday
morning, staying behind the snow
clouds, life would go on for Knight.
That’s how he rolls … not too high
after the wins, no matter how big; not
too low after the losses, no matter
how big.
His WHS girls team was ranked
No. 1 in the state for nearly four years
and took a 64-meet win streak to
Perth Amboy’s Raritan Bay Area

YMCA for Friday’s North 2 Public A
sectional final against Hunterdon
Central – a rematch of the 2013 state
Public A final. This time, however, it
was the Red Devils who had just a
little bit more and posted a wildly
exciting 88-82 victory. The loss also
ended a 69-meet unbeaten streak for
WHS, dating back to late in the 2010
season.
The WHS boys, meanwhile, were
eliminating Somerset County champ
Hillsborough 109-61 in their sectional
final.
The girls meet went back-andforth, with the Red Devils leading by
eight after the 200 individual medley,
but the Blue Devils tying the meet at
55 after the 4x50 free (sprint) relay
and upping their lead to 74-66 after
Caroline Basil won the backstroke.
When the teams lined up for the
final event, the scoreboard said 78-

78. But Central had all its guns while
WHS had used up Caroline Baldwin
in the other two relays. “We needed
to have 82 points going into the last
relay,” Knight said.
Central won the race by seven seconds, so it’s a moot point whether
Westfield could’ve won the race with
Baldwin. All that mattered for Knight
was 88-82.
“There was some disappointment,
some tears on the pool deck,” Knight
said. “But really, there should only be
tears if you don’t give it everything
you’ve got. We swam great. They
swam great. You leave everything in
the pool, so there should be no regrets.”
Westfield’s power point total for
the meet was 5,041, the third highest
total in school history. “I really felt if
we power pointed over 5,000 that we
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!
Scan to
View All
Listings
and Open
Houses

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2013
email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Page 10

Thursday, February 20, 2014

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

Once You’re Forgotten,
You Stay Forgotten
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND IN THE BREAST...Raider Jeff Peart took second in the breaststroke.

Blue Devil Boys Glide by Raiders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Collins finished third.
The first of the two events won by
the Raiders came in the 200-free when
Eric Chang tapped the wall in 1:51.85.
Collins finished second. Raider Kevin
Fleck won the 500-free with a time of
5:06.56. Collins took second and Sean
Beattie finished third.
“Alex Skoog has been a consistent
performer all year long. Kevin Fleck
has come a long way in a year’s time.
If I had to name a most improved, it
would probably be him. He really
stepped up and the 500 has been his
number 1 thing. Jeff Peart, Andrew
DiBiasse, one of our sprinters and
200 free relay, has really come along
well in the last two weeks. I am pleased
with the season we had,” Coach
Hulnick said.
The Blue Devils concluded the meet
in style finishing 1-2 in the 400-free
relay with Kreusser, Taylor, Nick
Youssef and Maher winning in 3:38.72
“One of the guys in the Olympics
one time won the 50-free and he also
won the mile. Mr. Knight wants everyone to be well rounded. We have
an idea with what we want to do with

the championship meet coming up
with Hillsborough. Today, we played
around with a few things, tried to
switch up a few guys. We are trying to
build into the championship meet.
That’s what I feel our team is ready to
do,” Husch said.
“We put really high standards on
ourselves. We want to be the number
1 team. We are trying to prove that we
are the number 1 public school in the
state. The team has really impressed
me. This is the first year that I have
actually been really surprised with
the work ethic. We all want to be
number 1,” Lessner said.
200 medley relay: W (D. Lindros,
Lessner, Barmakian, J. Lindros)
1:41.44
200 free: Chang (S) 1:51.85
200 IM: Husch (W) 2:03.88
50 free: j. Lindros (W) 22.48
100 fly: Husch (W) 54.7
100 free: J. Lindros (W) 49.78
500 free: Fleck (S) 5:06.56
200 free relay: W (J. Lindros, Husch,
Barmakian, McGrory) 1:33.53
100 back: Clauss (W) 57.91
100 breast: Lessner (W) 1:02.04
400 free relay: W (Kreusser, Taylor,
Maher, Youssef) 3:38.72

Watching the 50th anniversary of the
Beatles’ first appearance on the old Ed
Sullivan Show on CBS on Feb. 9 brought
back many great memories, and quite a
few tears. The singers performing their
renditions of Beatles classics were great,
as were Paul McCartney and Ringo
Starr. Not sure any more proof is needed
that there will never be another group
like them.
And what is it about that period of
time that has people falling over themselves to do 50th anniversary remembrances: the Cuban missile crisis, the
JFK assassination, the Beatles, the Civil
Rights movement, the Vietnam War, the
assassinations of Martin Luther King
Jr. and Bobby Kennedy, Kent State,
Woodstock … was there ever a “more
interesting” decade than the 1960s?
The show on the Beatles also got me
to thinking about the other great British
Invasion groups – Eric Burdon and the
Animals, the Moody Blues, Donovan,
the Hollies, the Kinks, the Rolling
Stones, the Searchers, Gerry and the
Pacemakers, Herman’s Hermits,
Manfred Mann, Them (with Van
Morrison), the Spencer Davis Group,
Peter and Gordon, Chad and Jeremy,
Billy J. Kramer and the Dakotas, the
Tremeloes, the Who, the Yardbirds, the
Zombies, Petula Clark, Dusty Springfield and Marianne Faithful.
Oh, and don’t forget the Dave Clark
Five.
Their song “Glad All Over” bumped
the Beatles’ “I Want to HoldYour Hand”
from the No. 1 spot in the United Kingdom charts in early 1964. They appeared on Ed Sullivan two weeks after
the Beatles. And for a while they were
nearly as popular as the Beatles. They
are in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
(introduced by Tom Hanks). And their
18 appearances on the Ed Sullivan Show

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally
Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite
#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email: hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct: (908) 301-2015
Cell: (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
© 2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

New Westfield Listing

The 15-10 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team were on
the short end of a 34-24 score at the
hands of Roxbury in the semifinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament in Roxbury on
February 12. The Raiders won four
bouts by decision and tow by fall.
Raider JT Beirne defeated Kevin
Hernandez, 5-3, at 126-lbs. At 145lbs, Brian Lapham edged Craig
Roumes, 4-3. Dom Natale defeated
Tom Miller, 6-2, at 152-lbs. Heavyweight Mike Henderson nipped Anthony Inferno, 1-0. Matt Ridge pinned
Peter Sutton in 2:13 at 195-lbs, and
Dan Van brunt pinned Clayton
O’Leary in 1:27 at 220-lbs.
Dillon Artigliere, ranked No. 1 in
the state at 170-lbs, claimed an 18-2,

tech fall in 5:28 over Alex Mirabella.
At 138-lbs, Roxbury’s Jake Legotte
claimed a 16-1, tech fall in 5:34 over
Tom Cunningham. Troy Stanich
pinned Raider Matt Olin in 50 seconds at 106-lbs. Roxbury’s Devon
LaFranco received a forfeit at 132-lbs.
The Raiders also came up on the
short end on four close decisions. At
160-lbs, Raider George Ramos lost,
2-0, to Richard Day, and Jaylen
Bryant lost, 7-5, to Justin Bacilo at
170-lbs. At 113-lbs, Jasmar Philippe
lost, 4-2, to Rich Reimers, and Owen
Martin was defeated, 4-1, by Tanner
Morgan at 120-lbs.

More Raider Wrestling
News on Page 12

JUST SOLD

Welcome to this updated storybook French Colonial with covered front porch situated in the heart of Wychwood. Surrounded
by a white picket fence, this picturesque home boasts charming architectural details throughout, including “Old Barn” hand
hewn beams and trim, wide plank wood pegged flooring, and period appointments. The large living room features beamed
ceiling and a stone woodburning fireplace and built-ins. The formal dining room with beamed ceiling opens to the custom
kitchen with cherry cabinets crafted by Kennebec, named America’s Best Cabinetmaker of Period-Inspired Cabinetry by This
Old House Magazine. Additional kitchen details include glass tile backsplash, stainless steel appliances and yellow pine
floors. The spacious family room has a window seat tucked in to a bay window, built-ins and French doors to the private
deck with hot tub. A renovated powder room is also on the first floor. The second floor houses three bedrooms with pegged
flooring, including a large master with two closets and renovated bath with pebbled-floor shower and linen closet. The main
hall bath has been renovated as well, while maintaining the original charm of the home with the original linen cupboard and
built-in drawers. The floored attic is accessed by a full staircase. Rounding out the interior living space is the basement level
recreation room with recessed lights, built-ins, storage, laundry/half bath, workbench and utility room. Amenities include
central-air-conditioning and underground lawn sprinklers and access to the attached garage. Offered for $869,000.

Susan M. Checchio

981 Fox Hill Lane, Scotch Plains
Sold Price $683,000
Jill Horowitz Rome

Sales Associate
Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP
2013, Gold Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award
Direct Line: 908-301-2014
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com
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209 CENTRAL AVENUE

were all former professional stars in
New York.
How many starters on WHS’s 1972
state Group 4 champion basketball team
can you name? How about the 1978
baseball team that won the Union
County Tournament? Or the 1985 softball team that won 30 games and reached
the Group 4 final?
That’s why the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame was created in 1993 and
began having its biennial inductions in
1994. It was a way to honor the great
coaches, athletes and teams from the
town’s storied athletic past, to bring
them back into the spotlight one last
time and give them a permanent spot in
the high school.
There have been 92 athletes, 11
coaches, four contributors and 14 teams
inducted so far, with the 11th induction
dinner scheduled for Nov. 24 at the
Westwood. That night’s class includes
Jimmy Byrd (’28), Sam Arbes (’38),
Jack Reydel (’46), Don Feeley (’55),
Steve McCoy (’65), Eddie Morton (’72),
Paul Healy (’78), Drew Carey (’87),
Lynne Cassidy (’88), Erin Allebaugh
(’93), Stephen Cheek (’95), Megan
Sheehy (’97), coaches Pete Giordano
and Maggie McFadden, the 1988-89
girls swim teams, and the 1995 baseball
team.
SWIMMING UPDATE
After winning their first 64 meets,
the seniors on the girls swim team finally tasted defeat last Friday night,
falling 88-82 to Hunterdon Central. The
meet was tied at 78 entering the final
event, the 400 free relay, but Hunterdon
Central had plenty left in the tank and
went 1-3 to win. So the current seniors
will graduate with a 64-1 record and
three state Public A titles. Not too
shabby.
Only two WHS senior classes ever
went through their entire four years
without losing a swim meet – the girls’
teams of 1988 and ’89. Westfield was
undefeated from late 1984 – a 47-29
loss to Summit – until the 1990 state
final, a 90-80 setback against Camden
Catholic that ended a 74-meet win
streak.
Those great teams from a quartercentury ago (see Hall of Fame mention
above) featured Judi Brawer, Elizabeth

SPF Raider Wrestlers Fall
To Roxbury in Sectionals

Hye-Young Choi

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

are the most of any British Invasion
band.
They were good. But when was the
last time you heard a DC5 song on the
radio? Or talked about them? It’s always the Beatles, the Stones, maybe the
Who or the Kinks, possibly the Moody
Blues. But rarely does the North London quintet enter into the discussion.
It’s too bad, but like most things,
once you’re forgotten, once you’re no
longer part of the conversation, you’re
gone. John, Paul, Ringo and George …
everybody knows the Beatles. Brian
Jones (later Mick Taylor), Mike Jagger
and Keith Richards, Charlie Watts and
Bill Wyman … everybody knows the
Stones.
But outside of drummer Dave Clark,
who formed the original group in 1957,
you’d have to be in your late 60s and a
true aficionado (or someone who looked
it up on Wikipedia) to know that when
the band came to America in 1964 the
other four members were Mike Smith
(lead singer, organ), Lenny Davidson
(lead guitar), Rick Huxley (bass) and
Denny Payton (saxophone and rhythm
guitar).
On the day after the Beatles’ special,
“Any Way You Want It” came on my
radio and the memories came back …
“Bits and Pieces,” “Catch Us If You
Can,” “Can’tYou See That She’s Mine,”
and “I Like It Like That.” The DC5 was
a rockin’ band. But, truth be told, I had
none of their discs and hadn’t really
heard them on the radio in years.
They were here, they played their
songs and made people happy, and then
they were gone. Pretty much forgotten.
It’s just how it goes.
What teachers taught you lingers on
long after you can remember their
names.
Same thing with coaches, athletes
and teams. They have their time, their
moment in the sun, and then it’s over
and it becomes someone else’s time. All
that’s left are faded memories. Only the
truly great ones transcend their time
and stay in the public eye.
If you don’t think that’s true, bring up
names like Harry Gallatin, Jean Ratelle,
Ron Hunt or Jimmy Patton some night
at Dillon’s or the Jolly Trolley and see
how many people remember them? They

Cummings, Melissa Horner, Allison
Scott, Lynne Cassidy, Kerry Hertell,
Christina and Mei Mei Caroe, and Val
Gude and many, many other talented
swimmers.
This year’s seniors are Caroline
Baldwin, Sarah Cronin, Audrey Bangs,
Erika Daniel, Kathleen Bond, Julia
Diamantopolous, Allie McBrearty,
Lauren Schmeider, Rachel Fan, Lena
Morello, and Christina Psyhojos.
That’s some major fins to fill.
And it shows how truly difficult it is
to not only win a state championship,
but to do it again and again. If being a
state champion was easy, lots of people
would be state champions. But it isn’t,
and only a small number get to say they
were “state champs.”
Sophomores Caroline Basil and
Gwyn Devin figure to keep the future
bright. Basil swam a 2:11.71 (No. 5 on
the Top 15 List) in the 200 IM, and won
the 100 back in 59.09. Devin was third
in both the 50 free (24.58) and 100 fly (1
.55). That 50 time ties her for No. 4 in
school history with Lora Masters, who
did her time while becoming WHS’s
first individual state champion in 1978.
The boys looked primed to capture
the 25th state title in school history as
they cruised over Somerset County
champ Hillsborough. The boys swam
on Tuesday in the state semifinals against
Morristown – a rematch of the 2009
state final won by WHS 101-69. If the
Devils won, they will face the Montgomery-Cherry Hill East semifinal winner in the state Public A final on Sunday, 12:30 p.m., at the College of New
Jersey.
Westfield AD Sandy Mamary, in attendance at the Raritan Bay YMCA for
Friday’s meets, on having a snowy Friday with just two swim meets on the
schedule and nothing else: “Happy
Valentine’s Day.”
BASKETBALL UPDATE
After Saturday’s game was snowed
out, the boys opened play in the Union
County Tournament on Tuesday against
Berkeley Heights. A win would put
them against Union in the second round.
The boys were seeded 10th for the sectional tournament and will open March
4, 7 p.m., at No. 7 East Orange. A win
would likely put them against No. 2
Ridge in the second round.
The girls team (18-2) began UCT
play yesterday against the winner of
Kent Place vs. Rahway. WHS also got
the No. 5 seed in the sectional tournament which starts March 4, when they
will host Jersey City Dickinson at 7
p.m. A win by WHS over top-seeded
Union came after the cutoff date. The
Den’s predicted sectional final:
Westfield at No. 3 Phillipsburg.
WRESTLING UPDATE
The District 11 Tournament will be
held at WHS this Friday and Saturday.
Defending champion Westfield will be
in the mix for the team title, along with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Cranford, Linden, Kenilworth, Elizabeth and Rahway.
IT’S A (BIG) BOY
Former WHS swimmer and girls
swim coach Brooke Smith (’99) became a first-time mom on Feb. 12 when
she brought Gus Stephen Kendrick, a 9pound, 1-ounce, 21½-incher into the
world. Her husband is Stephen Kendrick
(’95). Smith coached the girls team
from 2008-10 and had a 42-5-2 record,
winning three county, three sectional
and two state titles and one runner-up.
WAY BACK MACHINE
There is no Way Back Machine this
week. We did receive quite a few photos
since last week’s Den, the oldest being
a shot of the 1921-22 WHS basketball
team, the newest the 1980 PAL baseball
team. Please scan and send us your old
team photos at bj1019@aol.com, and
please include the identification of those
in the picture.

908-233-5555

Email: Jill.Rome@cbmoves.com
or Jillyrome@aol.com
website: Jillrome.com
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Area stores that carry The
Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)
Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)
King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Garwood Shoprite
563 North Ave. (Leader)
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7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)
Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)
Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)
Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)
Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)
Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)
Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

HARPER 27 PTs, FOLEY 18, WILLIAMS 10, BABIS 6 ASSTS

Lady Raiders Roar to Rout
Roselle Rams Cagers, 72-32
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Supercharged action came out of
the hands of senior Katie Harper and
a host of underclassmen as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team routed the Rams of
Roselle in the preliminary round of
the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on February 14.
Harper bucketed a game-leading
27 points, including 11 in the first
quarter, and also led the team with
seven steals, while adding seven rebounds.
“Katie really showed up to play
today. The girls really want to win.
They really want to make an impact
in the county tournament. They know
that every game definitely counts.

Katie being a senior, one of the captains with one of the captains out,
knows she has to step it up. Katie is
doing a great job leading this team on
the basketball court. Today really
proved that she wants to make an
impact,” Raider Head Coach Cammile
Mamolite said.
Sophomore Kara Foley made her
presence known in a big way sinking
18 points, while adding three assists,
two steals and 10 rebounds.
“Tara is a sophomore, but she’s a
very promising basketball player. As
the season’s gone on, she’s gotten
progressively better. I think playing
more minutes, she’s gotten more confident. The more confidence she gets,
the better she plays. Today was a
good confidence boost for her, be-

cause she did play so well driving to
the basket. We are very happy with
the way she is progressing,” Coach
Mamolite said.
Sophomore Caroline Babis contributed both offensively and defensively with six assists, four steals and
two rebounds.
“She also is a sophomore. She’s
getting more minutes now than she’s
been getting at the beginning of the
season. Her, along with Tara, are getting more confidence in themselves.
Babis is a very good athlete, and she’s
fast on her feet. At the beginning of
the season, we were putting her in on
defense. Now she is contributing more
on offense,” Coach Mamolite said.
Sophomore guard Amani Williams

See more – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING TO THE BASKET...Cougar senior Mairead McKeary, No. 13, drives to the basket on “Senior Night” in
Cranford on February 12. The Cougars defeated Plainfield, 56-55.

MacLELLAND 15 PTs, 11 RBs; McKEARY 10 PTs, 9 RBs

Lady Cougar Cagers Clip
Plainfield Cardinals, 56-55
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GUARDING AGAINST A LADY RAM...Raider Paige Heiden, No. 23, covers Lady Ram Aishlene Ceide in the preliminary
round of the Union County Tournament in Scotch Plains. Heiden also scored nine points and the Raiders won, 72-32.

“Senior Night” at Cranford High
School turned out to be a down-tothe-wire thriller, after which the
hosting Lady Cougars basketball
team grabbed a 56-55 victory over
the 11-7 Plainfield Cardinals on
February 12.
The end came when Cougar sophomore Cerys MacLelland went to the
line with six seconds remaining and
missed both free throws, but senior
Mairead McKeary grabbed the rebound. The Cardinals attempted to
rip the ball free, but after a scramble,
the buzzer blasted, ending the game.
“When it comes to that end time,
you just have to get that rebound. It
has to be yours. We wouldn’t have

been in that position [to win] if my
entire team didn’t push each other. I
was happy to get that so as not to put
more pressure on our defense,”
McKeary said.
McKeary, who finished with 10
points, three assists and three steals,
pulled eight rebounds, and senior
Kerry Wischusen finished with four
assists and two points.
“We definitely made it exciting.
The younger kids worked hard for us,
and it was a fun game playing with
them,” Wischusen said.
What also made the game very
exciting were Cardinal seniors Drew
Winter and Breanna Spencer. Winter
bucketed 30 points, including 11 in
the third quarter and 11 in the fourth.
Four of her five 3-pointers came in

the second half. Spencer finished with
20 points.
“Those two are playing D-1 basketball next year, so I couldn’t be
more proud of how our girls defended
them. Defense is what did it for us.
The first time we played them, we
were down, 22-6, at the end of the
first quarter and we ended up being
up by five at the end of the third
quarter, solely on defense. Basketball games are all about runs. They
go on a run, we go on a run and it’s
how we bounce back from their runs,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.
“We had to make sure on defense
that we kept talking to each other,
letting each other know where Winter or Spencer was. Communication
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Agent
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2012
Direct Line: 908-279-4441

532 Colonial Avenue, Westfield

Just Reduced $999,000

Charm radiates throughout this sunny five bedroom, three bathroom Colonial in the heart of the highly desirable
Gardens section of Westfield. This home boasts a large welcoming foyer which flows into a spacious, formal
dining room perfect for entertaining. An eat in kitchen, a cozy living room with a wood burning fireplace and a
lovely three season porch complete the first level of living space. The spacious second level has four bedrooms
and two full baths. Finally, the newly renovated third-floor offers a fifth bedroom with exposed brick, an inviting
bonus guest room and a stunning Jack & Jill bathroom. Situated on one of Westfield's premier streets, this home
is just minutes from Westfield's excellent schools, award-winning Downtown, beautiful parks and NYC transportation. Don't miss the opportunity to make this your dream home!
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Blue Devil Boys Win Section, Girls Get Upset
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TURNING ON THE BURNERS...Cougar sophomore Cerys MacLelland, No. 33, scored 13 of her team-leading 15 points
in the second half and also had 10 rebounds, five assists and two blocks against the Plainfield Cardinals.

Lady Cougars Clip Cardinal Cagers, 56-55
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

is a big part of how we stay with those
girls,” McKeary said.
MacLelland really turned on the
burners in the second half, by netting
13 of her team-leading 15 points. She
also had 10 rebounds, two blocks and
five assists.
“Cerys is a big threat, because she’s
a guard spot but has really good post
moves, so it makes it hard to defend
that. She had five assists. She realized
from halftime that she needed to score
a little bit more,” Coach Dyer said.
“She really does work hard, gets
those rebounds and puts them back
up for us,” Wischusen said.
Bela Speers scored eight of her
nine points in the first half, but she
was also very influential under the
boards with 10 rebounds, a pair of
blocks and three steals. Sophomore
Lyndsey Pace got into the act with
five rebounds, five points, a steal and
two assists. Sophomore Sarah Ross
banged three 3-pointers and finished
with 11 points. Junior Erin Meixner
contributed four points and two rebounds.
“A lot of my team is very young,
but you would never know by how
they don’t back down. They are very
aggressive, they are hustling, they are
playing up there with the rest,” Coach

Dyer said.
The Cougars and the Cardinals were
knotted, 14-14, at the end of the first
quarter, but six of the Cougars’ seven
scores came by way of assists. Five
more assists helped the Cougars take
a 29-23 lead at the half. Ross, with
assists from MacLelland and
McKeary, sank two of her 3-pointers
in the quarter.
“That’s definitely what we focus
on as a team. We are always looking
to pass off and get a good assist,
especially if we are not open for the
shot. We had many assists. That’s
pretty normal for us,” Wischusen said.
However both teams experienced
passing problems in the first half
which led to steals. The Cardinals
won the third quarter, 18-13, to narrow the Cougars’ lead to 42-41 then
they knotted to score, 47-47, with
5:10 remaining. The Cougars settled
down. In the final minute, Ross nailed
her third 3-pointer and MacLelland
rolled in a lay-up, was fouled and
sank the free throw. Winter sank a 3pointer then the Cardinals were forced
to foul MacLelland to set the stage for
the exciting finale.
“I think at the beginning of the
game everyone’s nerves are high.
Everyone is more pumped up. It’s

hard to stay calm with the other team
pressuring you. It’s normal for turnovers to occur and steals to happen,
but I am really proud of my team. We
settled in and started playing our
game,” McKeary said.
Plainfield
Cranford

14 9 18 14
14 15 13 14

55
56

would win the meet,” Knight said.
Amazing fact: This will be the first
time since 2004 that the WHS girls
weren’t in the state title meet. In fact,
since 1995 WHS has appeared in all
but three of the 20 finals.
As usual, seniors Sarah Cronin (200
and 500 free) and Baldwin (50 and
100 free) won their races. And they
teamed with Courtney Day and Gwyn
Devin to win the 200 free relay by a
touch. With Basil’s win, WHS won
six of the 11 events. Depth is usually
WHS’s strength, but Friday it was
Hunterdon’s also.
The meet’s major moment, of many
major moments, might have been the
first event, the 200 medley relay. Both
teams loaded up, even though there
were 10 more events to be swum, to
try and get some early momentum.
There would still be 10 events after it,
but the difference was less than a
second.
Baldwin swam the leadoff backstroke leg for Westfield, while star
Holly Christianson swam the anchor
leg for Central. Westfield – with Gwyn
Devin, Erika Daniel and Julia
Dimontopolous – clocked a 1:49.12,
second fastest in school history, but
Christianson’s final 50 was amazing
and Central won in 1:47.45 – faster
than WHS’s school record. Emotions
were so high that Westfield’s ‘B’ relay of Caroline Basil, Amy West,
Audrey Bangs and Allie McBrearty
clocked a 1:52.54, a fraction of a
second slower than WHS’s winning
time at 1982 states!
Central was 2-3-4 in the 200 free
and 1-2 in the 200 IM, despite Top 15
List times by WHS’s Basil (2:11.71),

Raider Matmen Sink Neptune,
Overwhelmed by Ocean Twp
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team sank Neptune, 60-18, then was overwhelmed
by Ocean Township, 53-16, on February 15. The 16-11 Raiders won 11
of the 14 bouts against Neptune but
won only three bouts against Ocean
Township.
Neptune received forfeits at 106lbs and 113-lbs and won by fall at
152-lbs. Raider Owen Martin pinned
Sean Trinh in 2:49 at 120-lbs and
Nadin Korkmaz pinned Jordan Carey
in 2:53 at 126-lbs. JT Beirne defeated
Nick Santiago, 12-6, at 132-lbs and
Tom Cunningham pinned Alex Cortez
in 4:21 at 138-lbs. Brian Lapham
pinned Burno Diaz in 1:50 at 145-lbs.

Dom Natale jumped up to 160-lbs
and pinned Leonard Shand in 4:36.
At 170-lbs, Alex Mirabella pinned
Mark Wright in 1:25. Matt Ridge
settled Nick Faber in 18 seconds at
182-lbs. After Zackary Miller received a forfeit at 195-lbs, Dan Van
brunt defeated Zach Youngblood,
10-3, at 220-lbs. Michal Daszyk
pinned Ray LeBron in 2:11 at heavyweight.
Lapham pinned Jeff Andre in 46
seconds at 145-lbs in the match
against Ocean Township. Natale
claimed a 13-0 majority decision over
Carter Marquette at 152-lbs. Mike
Henderson pinned Mike Rodriquez
in 5:55 at heavyweight.

West (2:12.84) and Daniel (2:13.17),
to have its biggest lead of the evening
at 27-19. Baldwin (23.02) and Devin
(24.58) went 1-3 in the 50 to cut it to
6, where it stayed after Daniel, Devin
and Shannon Pyle went 2-3-5 in the
100 fly. Baldwin’s first in the 100 free
(51.25) and McBrearty’s 55.09 (No.
13 all-time) for third made it 48-46
Central going into the 500.
Normally the least exciting event
from a spectator’s viewpoint, this
race was spectacularly exciting.
Cronin won easily, but Bangs, a
senior, and freshman Emily
McGann got things really percolating around the 300-yard mark.
Bangs was a distant fourth and
McGann sixth when they started to
push things. Bangs had just about
caught the second Central girl with
50 yards to go, and the two went
into sprint mode as the stands
erupted. The Central girl barely held
off Bangs, who had a four-second
drop to 5:17.08, No. 11 all-time at
WHS. McGann easily fifth and it
was 55-55 with four events left.
WHS won the sprint relay (1:38.36)
by a half-second behind Baldwin,
Devin, Courtney Day and Cronin, but
Central got the key third and it was
63-61 Westfield. Basil posted a huge
win in the 100 backstroke while seniors McBrearty and Bangs (less than
five minutes after her super 500) fin-

Luppino Gets Second
At Group 4 Track
Westfield High School senior
Matt Luppino finished second in
the 1,600-meters at the Group 4
Track Championships at the
Bennett Center in Toms River on
February 17. Luppino crossed in
4:21.06 behind Nick McFarland of
Hillsborough, who finished in
4:19.92.
In the girls’ meet, Blue Devil
senior Gabby Stravach established
a new WHS indoor record time
when she placed sixth in the 1,600meters in 5:09.4. Erica Fischer finished 12th in the 3,200 with a time
of 11:39.02 and Stravach finished
14th at 11:51.45. Natalie
Marcotullio finished 16th in the
800 with a time of 2:23.72. Sophie
Goldschmidt, Jenna Helfand,
Brooke Schaeffer and Marcotullio
finished 13th in the 4x400 with a
time of 4:10.99.

Probitas Verus Honos

ished 3-4 as momentum, as much as
there is such a thing, clearly went to
Westfield.
That momentum lasted about three
minutes, as Central bounced right
back and finished 1-2-4 in the 100
breaststroke to tie the meet and set up
the final event.
In the end, Westfield won six races,
Central five; the teams each won five
events in team scoring, and the butterfly was 8-8. The meet literally
couldn’t have been any closer.
“Every time we’d do something,
they’d do something to counter it,”
Knight said. “They’re a really good
team and they brought it tonight. My
hat’s off to them.”
***
Junior John Lindros won the 200
(1:42.57, No. 3 all-time) and 500
(4:51.67, cruising) freestyle races and
led off the winning 200 and 400
freestyle relays as the boys moved
closer to state title No. 25.
Hillsborough is known as an especially tough team in relays, but
WHS outscored the Raiders 32-8
there, going 1-2 in the opening
medley and 1-3 in the other two.
The winning medley was 1:38.78,
No. 13 all-time, with Dave Lindros,
Tyler Lessner, Stephen Husch and
Luke McGrory. The ‘B’ team of
Kevin Clauss, Dan Myers, Noah
Stiles and Austin Kreusser clocked
a speedy 1:42.09.
J. Lindros and Aeden Collins
(1:49.04) and Alec Penn (1:50.86)
went 1-2-4 in the 2-free; Stephen
Husch (2:01.85), Jack Rose (2:02.04)
and Dan Myers (2:03.00) went 2-3-4
in the IM; and Luke McGrory (22.56)
and Aram Barmakian (22.94) went 23 in the 50 free for a 38-24 lead at the
intermission.
The good times continued for WHS
as D. Lindros (50.70) and Ryan Daniel
(51.00) followed McGrory’s 49.07 in
the 100; Collins nearly broke a barrier in the 500 before settling for a 5
.94; and D. Lindros and Clauss went
54.45 and 54.55 for a 2-3 in the backstroke.
Any hopes of a close meet were
dashed by 1-2-3 finishes by WHS in
the 100 butterfly, when Husch (53.15),
Tyler Lessner (53.76) and Barmakian
(54.57), and the 100 breaststroke by
Lessner (1:2.35), Myers (1:02.80) and
freshman Stefan Crigler (1:03.12).
The win gave WHS a date Tuesday
with Morristown in a rematch of the
2009 state Public A final. Tuesday’s
winner advances to the state final
Sunday, 12:30 p.m., at the College of
New Jersey against the MainlandCherry Hill East winner.

View Thousands of Homes Online

North Plainfield

$230,000

Charming, move-in ready 3BR/1.1BA Col w/
many updates. Ideal location just blocks from
NYC trans!
Agent: Jocelyne Holden

Scotch Plains

MLS: 3075313

$679,900

Meticulously kept Split level in desirable
neighborhood! Updt kit w/SS appls & granite,
close proximity to all.
Agent: Anne Weber

MLS: 3113595

Cranford

$339,900

Charming home features front porch, 4 Bds.,
1.1 Bths, formal DR, office, EIK, near to trains
and town.
Agent: Janice Tittel

Westfield

MLS: 3074774

$1,299,000

Exquisite English Col on nearly 1/2 an acre.
Many recent updts, MBR w/ new bath & lrg
dressing rm/WIC.
Agent: Carol Tener

MLS: 3082846

Plainfield

$275,000

This Sleepy Hollow Cape Cod features
fabulous EIK, 2 newer full BAs, LR w/fpl,
CAC, lrg yard w/patio & pool.
Agent: Cynthia Alexander

Scotch Plains

MLS: 3102834

$934,500

Elegant 5BR,3.1BA CHC on a cul-de-sac w/
circular drive. Wood flrs, 4 zone heat/2 zone
CAC & many updts.
Agent: Sonia “Sonnie” Suckno

MLS: 3116436

Cranford

$379,000

Mint Col w/open flr plan, dream EIK w/ ss
appls, 1st flr FR, 2zone CAC, hdwd flrs, mud
rm & rear deck.
Agent: Susan Wilson

Westfield

MLS: 3113436

$1,549,000

New construction by J. Gabriel Properties. 1st
flr bdrm & bath. Tamaques Park setting w/
over 4,180 sq ft.
Agent: Francesca Azzara

MLS: 3026572
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Cougars Hustle Past Raiders in UCT, 53-39
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

what we play for. This is where we
get bragging rights for the whole
year. They played well. We just happened to play better today and we got
the win,” Oblachinski said.
“He’s a physical kid. He’s undersized with everybody we play, but he
battles with everybody. Georgetown’s
getting a great one right there,” Coach
Huber said of Oblachinski.
Leo Ramos led the 9-13 Raiders

quarters.
“Definitely! We were trying to push
the ball up the floor like we did the
other times against them. When we
do, we get open lay-ups and we are
able to move the ball pretty well up
court,” Oblachinski said. “The guards
did a good job today securing the ball
and not giving up a lot of turnovers.
We played a good game.”
“It all starts really with Jack

Oblachinski said.
After Ramos scored six of his points
in the first quarter and Trotter sank
seven to give the Cougars a 14-9 lead,
both defenses got stingy in the 7-2
second quarter that made the halftime score, 21-11.
Kutzer scored all five of his points
in the third quarter and Oblachinski
sank four, while Glover hit for four
as the Cougars’ lead stretched only

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECURING THE BALL...Raider sophomore guard Amani Williams secures the basketball after grabbing a rebound in
the game against the Roselle Rams. The Raiders secured a 72-32 victory.

Lady Raiders Rout Roselle Ram Cagers, 72-32
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNAWAY BALL...Raider Andrew Voysest, No. 3, and Cougar Tommy Trotter, No. 1, chase a runaway ball in the opening
round of the Union County Tournament in Cranford. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 53-39.

with 11 points, including a pair of
three pointers in the first quarter that
the 10-8 Cougars won, 14-9. Andrew Voysest struck for seven second-half points and added two assists. Chris Lisojo had three steals
and three rebounds. Josh Acosta and
Dan Lopez each had five points,
while Devon Glover and Quaryee
Bull each netted four points. Jack
Poillon (3 rebounds) had one point,
Chris Gibbons (2 steals) had two
points and Emendo Thomas pulled
four rebounds.
The Cougars’ quick, crosscourt
passing did, however, manage to
keep the Raiders’ defense off-balance, especially in the first and fourth

Probitas Verus Honos

McCaffrey. He’s a sneaky type player.
He gets the ball. He gets into the
passing lanes, especially against the
zone. He finds openings fast. He’s a
very athletic kid. He really starts it all
defensively for us, and that’s where it
led to a long run on offense,” Coach
Huber said.
McCaffrey finished with eight
points, while Tommy Trotter (9
points) and Luke Christiano (4 points,
5 rebounds) led the team with five
assists each. Mike Guarriello netted
eight points and six rebounds and
Cameron Kutzer sank five points.
“Coach Huber stresses the teamwork with everyone passing. We don’t
go one-on-one. We find the open guy
and we get him the ball, so they do a
good job getting everyone the ball
and getting a lot of assists,”

Real Estate

one point to 35-24, then Guarriello
led all scorers in the fourth with
eight points.
The Cougars’ victory pitted them
against seventh-seeded St. Mary’s
(Elizabeth) in the second round.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Cranford

9
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39
53

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

set up plays on offense and dished out
six assists, while scoring 10 points.
She also had three steals and three
rebounds. Junior Tabitha Dwumfour
scored six points and pulled seven
rebounds, while adding a pair of
blocked shots. Paige Heiden (2 steals)
scored all nine of her points in the
fourth quarter.
Shameese Burnett, Aishlene Ceide
and Daronda Rogers each scored 10
points for the Lady Rams.
After the Rams scored the first four
points of the game, the Raiders rolled
off 10 straight points. The Rams answered with three points, but Harper
finished the quarter with a pair of two’s
and a 3-pointer to give the Raiders a 177 lead. Harper and Williams each scored
six points in an 18-9 second quarter to
stretch the lead to 35-16.
Foley ruled the third quarter with
10 points and Harper banged in another six, while Megan Walch sank a
2-pointer to give the Raiders a 53-23
lead entering the fourth quarter.
Heiden, who scored the first two
points of the fourth quarter, scored
the final seven with a 3-pointer followed by a pair of 2-pointers.
On February 8, the Raiders realized
that they could hang with the best
when they battled the Westfield Blue
Devils right down to the wire, before

and it was a great game to watch. That
game’s over and we are looking to the
future. I think the girls want to take
that fire from that game and put it
forth for every game,” Coach
Mamolite said.
Roselle
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

7 9 7 9
17 18 18 19

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Insurance

Associate of the Month

COLONIAL

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

Nadine
Allen

CRANFORD. Enter the Storybook arched doorway into a Tudor gem

where Old World Charm meets every modern convenience. Spacious LR
has custom arched windows and WBF. FDR appointed with chair rail will
accommodate large holiday dinners. Updated EIK has granite counters and
ample cherry cabinetry. Large FR with sunny panoramic windows offers
views of professionally landscaped gardens. 3+ BR, 2 Baths, huge basement
and amazing flexible space to suit your needs. A MUST SEE. $659,000.

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

in Scotch Meadow Estates. This colonial style home is one of five new
homes situated on a private cul-de-sac on the south side of Scotch Plains by
the golf course & country club. This home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths.
FLR w/fireplace, FDR, Gourmet kitchen w/granite counter tops & wood
cabinetry opening to FR. Master suite w/walk in closet & spa-like master
bath, 3 additional BRs & 2 baths w/ walk up attic. $900,000 - $1,125,000.

a half acre of manicured property featuring 5 BR, 4 full baths, 2 half baths
with 3 car attached garage. This distinctive home boasts a FLR w/
fireplace, FDR, library/study, den w/wet bar & fireplace. Gourmet EIK,
2nd floor Master Bedroom w/bath, 4 additional Bedrooms & 2 full
baths, 1st floor laundry/pantry, ground level FR /game room w/fireplace,
summer kitchen/au pair suite w/private entrance, Central Air. $899,999.

CUSTOM HOME

Martha
Schilling

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom Luxury "New Construction" Homes located

MOUNTAINSIDE. Custom Colonial Home situated on more than

Nancy Kronheimer
Top Sales and Top Dollar Volume
for the Month of January

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Nancy
Kronheimer

SCOTCH PLAINS. Custom contemporary with an open floor plan,
quality built with attention to every detail by owner/architect. The Chef
designed gourmet kit has a breakfast nook. The sunken LR boasts a two
story, dual sided stone FP and panoramic views. The FDR overlooks an
expansive 1800` multi-level deck. The great room/media room has a
built in entertainment center, also offering panoramic views. A master
en suite and two additional BR complete the upper level. $1,499,000.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777
www.weichert.com

32
72

HEADING TO NOTRE DAME..Cranford Cougar Pat Lynch has signed to
continue his pole vaulting career at the University of Notre Dame next year.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; coach John Schiano, Elisabeth Lynch, Pat
Lynch and coach Pete Kane; back row, coach Eliza Kelton, Principal Rui
Dionisio, coach Mike Dow and Director of Athletics Darren Torsone.

Closing Services

Mortgages
TUDOR

Ernest
“Ernie”
Fantini

yielding eight points via free throws in
the final minute in a 55-44 loss.
“Westfield always gives us a great
game. They are a great basketball
team. The girls are always excited to
play Westfield. It was very close last
year, and then again this year. Both
teams worked very hard in that game

W

ESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub
Zero & Bosch applcs, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters & glass tiled
backsplash. Kitchen rail system for cooking tools & professional lighting.
Integrated audio system in kitchen & thruout home. Bathrooms with
custom tile work, top of the line fixtures, body sprays & towel warmers.
Fabulous location on cul-de-sac, close to schools, town & train. Professionally
landscaped private backyard & custom paver patio. $1,075,000.
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CLASSIFIEDS
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:
NETTING TWO GOALS...Raider Eric Hogan, right, netted a pair of goals
against Bayonne in a 3-2 victory.

editor@goleader.com

Raider Icers Take 3-Game
Win-Streak into UCT Playoff

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team ended its
regular season with a three-game win
streak, knocking off Governor
Livingston, 9-4, and Bayonne, 3-2,
last week after taking down the
Johnson Crusaders on February 9,
giving them some good momentum
as they head into the Union County
Tournament. The Raiders’ fourth
place finish in the UCIHL made them
the fourth seed and set up rematch
against the fifth seeded Crusaders
who they beat 4-2.
In the last league game of the year
against Governor Livingston, the
Highlanders were hamstrung from
the start as their first string goalie was
out with a broken thumb. The Raiders took advantage right away, with
senior Eric Hogan striking for two
quick goals. Raider senior goalie Alex
Montagna was holding his own and it
was all Raiders from then on as several JV players got a good taste of
varsity action.
In their last regular season game
against Bayonne, the Raiders and
Hogan struck first again building a 31 lead but had to hold on for the win
after Bayonne pulled their goalie to
PUBLIC NOTICE

get within a goal at 3-2.
The Raiders had a chance to get
one last win against Johnson in the
first round of the County tournament
and may have had senior captain
Michael Rothman back in the lineup.
Rothman suffered a concussion several weeks ago, but was cleared for
practice last week and would give the
Raiders a big boost if he could play.
After Johnson, next up would have
been the 18th ranked, 2012 state
champions and 2013-14 UCIHL first
place Summit Hilltoppers who finished with a county record of 11-0-1.
Pending another “Miracle on Ice” for
the Raiders, a Summit-Westfield
county final would be in order unless
Cranford could pull off an upset
against the Blue Devils in the semifinals.
The Raider Icers and the SPF Ice
Hockey Association appreciates everyone who supported the team this
year whether it was cheering them
on, donating to a canister drive or
buying a raffle ticket or chuck-apuck. Keep following the Raiders at
www.spficehockey.com and the state
playoffs for all New Jersey high
school hockey at www.njhockey.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 3/11/14, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-1C, 1st Floor E & O
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Traffic Signal Relamping North Region – 2014 at Various Locations including
and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% State; DP No: 14411
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure
of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 2/20/14, 2/27/14 and 3/06/14, The Leader
Fee: $201.96

CNA classes start
mornings February 19th,
evenings February 26th.
CHHA, classes start
evenings March 3rd.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW
weekends February 16th.
High Success Rates
Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

14 Roselle Avenue • Cranford

1110 Columbus Avenue • Westfield

827 Dorian Drive • Westfield

912 Rahway Avenue • Westfield

19 Bell Drive • Westfield

Call us and put our
teamwork to work for you!

TRUCK FOR SALE

Scotch Plains - 2001 Ford
Expedition XLT Sport 5.4ltr v8.
Black with grey leather interior, 4
wheel drive, sun roof, ac front and
back, six disc cd changer and other
options. 102,402 miles maintained
regularly. Asking $4,800 obo.
Call (908) 244-7800
DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542

Cranford Cougar Matmen Fall
To Hanover Park in Sectional
The 16-5 Cranford High School
wrestling team fell short to top-seeded
Hanover Park, 41-22, in the semifinal round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 2 Tournament in
Hanover Park on February 12.
Cougar Anthony Capece gained a
12-3 majority decision over Leo
Stefanelli at 106-lbs. Tom DiGiovanni
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled Special Budget Workshop
Meetings for:
TUESDAY, February 25, 2014 at 5:00 PM
TUESDAY, March 4, 2014 at 5:00 P.M.
The purpose of the workshop meetings
is to review the 2014 Municipal Budget
requests with Township Departments. Formal action will not be taken at the meetings.
The meetings will be held in the 2nd
Floor Council Meeting Room at the Township Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey. The Township
of Scotch Plains does not discriminate
against persons with disabilities. Those
individuals requiring auxiliary aids and
services must notify the ADA Coordinator
of the Township of Scotch Plains as soon
as possible in advance of the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/20/14, The Times
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 14-01
AN ORDINANCE FIXING
SALARIES AND WAGES OF
CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY.
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-01, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2014
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/20/14, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

Homes Sold by Fran and Sam

321 Hyslip Avenue • Westfield

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out, Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

2031 Prospect Avenue • Scotch Plains

389 Park View Drive • Scotch Plains

Frances Bradley
Ebtsam “Sam” Sayed

Sales Representatives
Westfield Office 908.654.7777
Fran Cell: 908.337.1753
Sam Cell: 908.419.3335

pinned Jonathan Silva in 3:32 at 113lbs and Chris Scorese pinned Lou
Ramio in 2:21 at 120-lbs. Gavin
Murray pinned Joe Zecca in 5:41 at
138-lbs.
At 126-lbs, Tiger Austin Nash won
by 10-2 major decision over Dave
Busch. Christian Bassolino won by
14-5 majority decision over Brian
McGovern at 132-lbs. At 145-lbs,
Tiger Gene Angelo nipped Andrew
Tompkins, 3-2, then Corey Birch
dropped a 4-0 decision to Anthony
Oliveri at 152-lbs.
The Tigers also won every bout
from 160-lbs to heavyweight, beginning with Anthony Bassolino winning in 1:15. At 170-lbs, Mason
Sangillo won by forfeit and Rory
DeLuca earned an 8-5 decision over
Chris Kiame at 182-lbs. Eric Boccard
topped Nick Ballas, 8-6, at 195-lbs.
Tom Hunt pinned Mike Pastor in
3:51 at 220-lbs and Nick LaShell
defeated Jon ElKhoury, 7-2, at 285lbs.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION
TAKE NOTICE that the Westfield Historic Preservation Commission will meet
on February 25, 2014 in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
7:30 p.m., at which meeting the public may
attend and make comments, and address
Commission to discuss and consider matters of public business, upon which formal
action may be taken.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commission meeting scheduled for February 24,
2014 is canceled and is rescheduled for
February 25, 2014 as stated above.
1 T - 2/20/14, The Leader
Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on February 26,
2014 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 80 Cray Terrace, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 99 Lot 4,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by E. Pfaff.
The applicant requests two story addition/renovation which is in violation of:
Section 184 115 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: building
coverage / improvement coverage; Permitted: 25% / 35%; Present: 14.1% / 42.6%;
Proposed: 25.55% / 52.86%.
Section 184 -134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: patiorear yard setback; Permitted: 25.0 feet;
Present: 32 feet; Proposed: 21.0 feet.
Section 184-115E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: lot area /
lot width; Permitted: 7500 square feet / 75
feet; Present: 5500 square feet / 50 feet;
Proposed: 5500 square feet / 50 feet.
Section 184-115E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: front yard
setback / side yard setback; Permitted: 30
feet / 8 feet & 10 feet; Present: 25.5 feet /
8.9 feet & 9.0 feet side yard; Proposed:
25.5 feet / 8.9 feet & 9.33 feet.
Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: driveway
side yard; Permitted: 3 feet - 742 square
feet; Present: 0.0 feet; Proposed: 0.0 feet.
Section 184-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: detached
garage-side yard setback; Permitted: 3.0
feet; Present: 2.5 feet; Proposed: 2.5 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
E. Pfaff
80 Cray Terrace
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/20/14, The Times
Fee: $52.02

NO PRACTICE TODAY...Charlotte Dursee, 11 years old who plays for the WBA
5th grade girls travel basketball team, finds out that Mother Nature had other
plans for her extra practicing at home.

Devilfish Deliver Big Swims
At 8U ‘Y’ Championships
The Westfield Area “Y” 8U swim
team achieved multiple personal-best
times and capturing first in four individual events and one relay event at
the NJ YMCA 8U Region B Championships held at Raritan Valley Community College on February 9.
6U Boys: Cole Sharkey (1st 25breast), (2nd 25-fly), (13th 8U
100IM).
7U Girls: Claire Logan (1st 25free, 25-fly), (10th 8U 100IM); Katie
Ferris (6th 25-breast), (10th 50-free),
(11th 25-back); Kate Buckley (9th
25-back), (10th 25-free).
7U Boys: Owen Waibel (1st 50free), (9th 25-back); Charlie Jeckell
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001185-13
FILE NO. 16046-12
NOTICE TO REDEEM
M & P RETIREMENT PLAN;
PLAINTIFF VS. FLORENCE F.
MILLER F/K/A FLORENCE I.
FOLK; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF FLORENCE F. MILLER F/
K/A FLORENCE I. FOLK, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; UNIVERSAL SUPPLY COMPANY, INC.; PETRO
HEATING OIL AND SERVICES
A/K/A PETRO HEATING AND
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES;
RICHARD
A.
DAUBNER, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)
TO: RICHARD A. DAUBNER, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; FLORENCE F. MILLER F/K/A FLORENCE I. FOLK; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF FLORENCE F. MILLER F/K/A FLORENCE I. FOLK, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on February 4, 2014, the Superior
Court Fixed March 24, 2014 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ROSELLE PARK, located at 110 EAST
WESTFIELD AVENUE, ROSELLE PARK,
NEW JERSEY 07204 as the time and
place when and where you may pay to the
plaintiff the amount so found due for principal and interest on its certificate of tax
sale as follows:
LOT 6 BLOCK 1101 on the tax duplicate
of ROSELLE PARK. Total amount required to redeem tax sale certificate no.
2010-10-063 is $42,391.14, together with
interest from November 30, 2013 and
costs of $1,290.27.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/20/14, The Leader
Fee: $66.30

(5th 25-back), (10th 25-breast), (15th
8U 100IM); JD Twilley (7th 25-free),
(8th 25-fly), (15th 25-back); Colin
Cimei (11th 25-free), (8th 50-free),
(13th 25-back); 100 Medley Relay:
1st (Jeckell, Waibel, Sharkey, Twilley).
8U Girls: Katherine Li (4th 25free), (6th 25-breast), (7th 100IM);
Claire Logan (10th 100IM); Emma
Brown (11th 25-fly), (16th 25-breast,
50-free); Julia Schneider (11th 25back), (14th 25-fly), (15th 50-free);
100 Medley Relay - A, 4th (Lauren
Lane, Katherine Li, Brown, Logan);
100 Medley Relay-B, 11th
(Schneider, Neve Ferreira, Katherine
Riordan, Kyra Gallagher); 100 Free
Relay-A, 3rd (Brown, Ferreira, Logan, Li ); 100 Free Relay-B, 7th
(Schneider, Emily Leary, Gallagher,
Riordan); 100 Free Relay-C, 14th
(Lane, Buckley, Ferris, Clara Yu).
8U Boys: Danny McGann (4th 25back), (7th 50-free), (8th 25-free);
Christian Tedesco (4th 25-free), (6th
100IM), (14th 25-breast); Colin
Kavanagh (8th 25-back); Adian Troy
(9th 25-breast); Michael Gauthier
(10th 25-back), (13th 50-free);
Nathan Welsh (15th 25-free, 50-free
*tie); 100 Medley Relay –A, 4th
(Kavanagh, Troy, Tedesco, McGann);
100 Free Relay-A, 4th (McGann,
Welsh, Tedesco, Gauthier); 100 Free
Relay-B, 7th (Sharkey, Kavanagh,
Jeckell, Waibel).
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
TAKE NOTICE THAT THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY WILL HOLD A BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING ON THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2014 AT 7:00 P.M., IN
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, COUNCIL
CHAMBERS, 403 SOUTH AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING IS TO DISCUSS THE 2014 MUNICIPAL BUDGET.
ACTION MAY BE TAKEN.
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, RMC
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK
1 T - 2/20/14, The Leader
Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 14-03
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§106-91C(2)(C) (YARDS) IN
§106-91 (SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL ZONE-RA
ZONE),
§106-92C(2)(C)
(YARDS) IN §106-92 (SINGLE
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONERA1 ZONE)
AND §10693C(2)(C) (YARDS) IN §10693 (TWO FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONE-RB ZONE) TO
AMEND RESTRICTIONS ON
CONSTRUCTION IN SIDE
YARDS ON CORNER LOTS,
AND TO ADD SECTION H TO
§106-118 (FENCES AND
WALLS) TO AMEND RESTRICTIONS ON FENCES ON
CORNER LOTS, IN ARTICLE
VIII (ZONE REGULATIONS) IN
CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE)
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD.
STATEMENT
TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
14-03, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2014
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 2/20/14, The Leader
Fee: $32.64
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SPFHS Students Named
Merit Scholarship Finalists
SCOTCH PLAINS — Dr. David
Heisey, Principal of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, (SPFHS) announced that SPFHS students Judah
Axelrod and Lauren Kilcullen were
named Finalists in the 2014 National
Merit Scholarship Competition.
All winners of the Merit Scholarship awards are chosen from the Finalist group, based on their abilities,
skills and accomplishments without
regard to gender, race, ethnic origin,
or religious preference. A variety of
information is available for NMSC
selectors to evaluate including the
Finalist’s academic record, information about the school’s curricula and

grading system, two sets of test scores,
school official’s written recommendation, information about the
student’s activities and leadership,
and the Finalist’s own essay.
Beginning in March and continuing through mid-June, NMSC notifies approximately 8,400 Finalists that
they have been selected to receive a
Merit Scholarship award. Every finalist competes for these single
$2,500 payment scholarships, which
are awarded on a state representational basis. Winners are selected
without consideration of family financial circumstances, college
choice, or major and career plans.

CHECKING IN...Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick, right, introduced Evo Popoff, the New Jersey Department of Education Assistant Commissioner and Chief Innovation Officer, and Takecia Saylor, newly appointed
director of school innovation, to eleventh graders in American Studies, the
English/Social Studies interdisciplinary course.

UC Students Nominated for
National Scholarship

NJ Department of Education
Leaders Visit WHS
WESTFIELD - On February 10,
representatives from the New Jersey
Department of Education paid a visit
to Westfield High School (WHS).
“I was blown away with what I saw
in the several classes that I visited
today,” stated Evo Popoff, Assistant
Commissioner and Chief Innovation
Officer of the New Jersey Department of Education (DEO) in describing his experience at WHS.
Mr. Popoff and Takecia Saylor, the
DOE’s newly appointed Director of
School Innovation, witnessed firsthand how technology was being infused into the curriculum of ninth
and eleventh grade English/Social
Studies interdisciplinary courses.
Mr. Popoff, who spoke with last
year’s eleventh graders at Westfield
High School, decided to return again
this year. “I was impressed with how
technology was incorporated and how
it influenced student engagement and
expanded learning,” stated Mr.
Popoff. “This is a new cohort of kids
this year and I wanted to know if
these students also like it, or is it a
novelty? What do they like about it?
What are the challenges?”
The answers came easily for many
students who acknowledged the critical thinking skills and self-motivation they have achieved using technology (via iPads).
Eleventh grader Lauren Eschausse
commented, “The point of the class
is we need to work for ourselves with
technology at our fingertips.” The
students praised their teachers for
“pushing us into the pool and preparing us how to swim.” They compared
their class to the “real world” – college and the workforce. “We share
notes and different ideas through
Google Docs – it is more collaborative,” stated Katie Chou.
At the end of his visit, Mr. Popoff
remarked, “The excitement I witnessed from the students and their
engagement in their learning was

Seton Hall University
Dean’s List
SOUTH ORANGE — Seton Hall
University annoucned the following
students of the Stillman School of
Business were named to the Dean’s
List for the fall 2013 semester.
Anthony DePaolo, an accounting
major from Westfield; Viginia
Spinelli, an accounting major from
Westfield.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on February 10, 2014 for the
following applications decided upon at its
meeting on January 13, 2014.
Sally Susan Heyder, 491 Otisco Drive.
Applicant sought approval to install a fence
contrary to Section 12.07C of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a 6 foot fence in a
street side yard where a maximum height
of 4 feet is allowed. Application approved
with conditions.
Lawrence & Gretchen Laguna, 865
Boulevard. Applicant sought approval to
construct a two-car garage contrary to
Sections 11.07E and 13.01G1a of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a building coverage of 20.24% where a maximum of 20%
is allows; to allow a side yard setback for
accessory structures of 1.22 feet where 5
feet is allowed and to allow a rear yard
setback for accessory structures of 2.94
feet where a minimum of 5 feet is allowed.
Application approved with conditions.
Jeffrey & Melanie Singer, 1141 Tice
Place. Applicant sought approval to convert 190 square feet of unfinished second
floor space to a laundry room and closet
contrary to Section 12.04E of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a floor area ratio of
35.03% / 4,160 square feet where a maximum of 32% / 3,600 square feet is allowed.
Application approved with conditions.
Lori & Jared Rabinowitz, 312 Temple
Place. Applicant sought approval to construct a one story addition contrary to Sections 11.12E6, 12.04F1 and 12.04F3 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 5.34 feet where a setback
of 10 feet is required; to allow a building
coverage of 21.1% where a maximum of
20% is allowed; to allow a building overage
with a deck and porch of 24.8% where a
maximum of 24% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/20/14, The Leader
Fee: $47.94

HONOR SOCIETY…Students at Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
who are members of the National Honor Society, have been nominated to compete
in the National Honor Society scholarship program for this school year. Pictured,
left to right, are: Dennis Reilly of Colonia, Jamie Siburn of Westfield, and T.J.
Hartnett of Clark.

impressive. Additionally, the willingness of the teachers to rethink what
teaching and learning should be in
today’s world is a model for what
education should look like.”
The Department of Education officials also spoke to students in Project
79, Westfield High School’s alternative education program.
In an effort to describe broader
opportunities and challenges in instructional technology, the guests
were provided with information regarding the school’s technology initiative in a meeting with Adam Pizzi
– Master Technology teacher grade
eight through twelve, Mary Asfendis
– Assistant Principal, and Principal
Peter Renwick.
Mr. Renwick stated, “I continue to
be impressed with the manner in
which our teachers use technology to
improve instruction. Many of our students are gaining invaluable lessons
on how to learn and conduct research
with modern tools. Having the New
Jersey Department of Education acknowledge examples of best practices in instructional technology
speaks volumes of the commitment
our school community has made in
preparing our students for life after
high school.”

FINALISTS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students Judah Axelrod and
Lauren Kilcullen were named Finalists in the 2014 National Merit Scholarship
Competition.

W-H Presents High
School Musical
EDISON — The WardlawHartridge School in Edison will
present High School Musical, as its
annual spring musical with four performances: Thursday through Saturday, February 27 through March
1, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March
2, at 3 p.m. The show will be held in
the school’s All-Purpose Room.
Leading players include Alex Barbet of Plainfield as Troy Bolton,
Neelam Patel of Edison as Gabriella
Montez, Julia Linger of Cranford
as Sharpay Evans, Michael Olano
of South Plainfield as Ryan Evans,
Aditya Dalal of Scotch Plains as
Coach Evans, Antonia Santangelo
of Rahway as Ms. Darbus and Harry
“T” Osborne of Plainfield as Chad,
as well as numerous other students.
Tickets are $10 for adults and
students and $5 for senior citizens.
For more information call (908)
754-1882.

WHS Students Apply
Bus. Principles to TV
WESTFIELD - Westfield High
School students in Denise DeNicola’s
Business Principles and Management
class recently completed a four-week
marketing project that included developing a new product or service,
writing a marketing plan, and creating a corresponding TV commercial.
Students simulated real life business situations as they worked in
teams to produce marketing plans
and commercials, which they ultimately presented within the class. To
assist the students in making commercials, Television Production
teacher Jason Ruggiero offered his
expertise to students.
“The students were totally engaged
in developing a new product and were
very excited about using the TV
equipment, editing and making a fun,
yet professional commercial,” stated
Ms. DeNicola. “It was a fantastic
experience learning all of the parts
that go into creating just a 30 second
ad, and the class really appreciated
Mr. Ruggiero’s assistance in this cooperative undertaking.”

SPECIAL VISIT…Coadjutor Archbishop Bernard Hebda visits the Mountainside Campus of Holy Trinity Interparochial School for Grandparent’s Day.
Before leading a brief prayer service for grandparents, faculty and students, he
interacted with all the children in their classrooms.

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Please join us for our

Admissions Open House
Westfield Campus
February 25
9:30 a.m.
510 Hillcrest Avenue
908-233-7447
Please RSVP to Lorie Zimmer at 908-233-7447
or lzimmer@christopheracademy.com
Representatives from both campuses will be present at all Open Houses
Serving Children from 2 1/2 through First Grade
Part-Time and Full-Time Programs

www.christopheracademy.com

Director David Cordts. “In recognizing leadership in co-curricular
activities as well as academic performance, the NHS Scholarship program highlights the importance of a
well-rounded education.”
The NHS Scholarship program,
in existence since 1946, annually
recognizes 200 of the nation’s top
high school seniors who are members of NHS.
NHS is a program of NASSP, the
nation’s preeminent school leadership organization. NASSP serves as
the national voice for middle level
and high school principals, assistant
principals, and aspiring school leaders. NASSP promotes the intellectual growth, academic achievement,
character development, leadership
development, and physical well-being of youth through its programs
and student leadership services.
NASSP administers the National
Honor Society, National Junior
Honor Society, National Elementary
Honor Society, and the National
Association of Student Councils. For
more
information,
visit
www.nassp.org or www.nhs.us.
For 50 years, Union Catholic High
School has earned its reputation as
one of New Jersey’s foremost Catholic secondary schools. For information, visit unioncatholic.org.

THE
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE
SCHOOL
1295 Inman Avenue, North Edison, NJ

Union County College Hires
A New VP for Students
CRANFORD — During the January 28 Board of Trustees meeting, the
Union County College approved Helen
Castellanos Brewer as the new Vice
President of Student Development. She
had more than a decade of community
college experience in student services.
Ms. Brewer will join the staff on
Monday, February 10, and manage the
staff responsible for designing, maintaining, and improving the quality of
professional support services for the
College’s 12,000 students. The specific departments she will oversee are
Counseling, the Educational Opportunity Fund, Financial Aid, Recruitment,
and College Life, which includes athletics and student clubs.
Ms. Castellanos Brewer began her
tenure in higher education 15 years ago
and has worked in student affairs at
both two-year and four-year colleges.
Over the past decade, she has served at
a community college-Montgomery
College in Rockville, Md. Her most
recent role was as Montgomery’s Associate Dean of Students.
Ms. Brewer’s experience includes
student affairs leadership, implementation of student success initiatives,
program management and administration, community outreach and recruitment, academic advising, career and
personal counseling, judicial affairs,
grant writing, program assessment, strategic planning, and leading an emergency response team to address students of concern.
Equally important, according to
President McMenamin, is that she has
“a caring attitude toward students.”
“I understand community colleges
not only from my professional work

SCOTCH PLAINS — Dennis
Reilly of Colonia, Jamie Siburn of
Westfield and Thomas “T.J.” Hartnett
of Clark, Union Catholic seniors and
members of the Union Catholic National Honor Society, have been
nominated to compete in the National Honor Society scholarship
program for this school year.
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, principal of Union Catholic, announced
the nominations, which place Dennis, Jamie and T.J. in the national
competition. This year, the program
will award more than $200,000 in
college scholarships. Special recognition and additional awards will be
presented to state and regional winners. One national recipient will receive a $13,000 award.
High school National Honor Society chapters from across the country were eligible to nominate a limited number of senior NHS members to compete. Nominees are selected on the basis of their leadership skills, participation in service
organizations and clubs, achievements in the arts and sciences, and
general academic record.
“Students nominated for the NHS
scholarship not only demonstrate
academic excellence, but also excel
in the areas of service, leadership,
and character,” said NHS Associate

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent,
co-educational, college-preparatory school

but also from the perspective of once
having been a community college student myself. I am committed to the
community college mission and to ensuring the success of all students,” Ms.
Brewer said.
Ms. Brewer was selected as a National Community College Hispanic
Council (NCCHC) Fellow and Chair
of the Maryland Behavioral Intervention Team Affinity Group. She has also
served on numerous boards to include
the Latin American Advisory Board to
the County Executive and the Board of
Directors for the Latin AmericanYouth
Center in Washington, D.C.
Originally from New Brunswick, and
raised in Maryland, she earned a Master of Arts in Counseling with an emphasis in Student Development in
Higher Education from Trinity University, and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of Maryland,
College Park.
Ms. Castellanos Brewer replaces Dr.
Ralph Ford, who served at Union for
eight years and left the College during
the summer to become President of
Central Texas College.
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Admission
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Information
nformatiion Session:
Saturday, March 1, 2014 at 9 a.m.
Register online at www.whschool.org/admission
For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155

Learn Something New!
Spring Classes begin March 3!
Class lengths vary from one session to eight sessions.
New classes this Spring include:
• Planting a Successful
Vegetable Garden

• Italian, German
• R&B Line Dancing

• Home as Haven-Creating a
Less Stressful Home

• Flow & Let Go Yoga

• Trip-The Cloisters at 75

• Be Your Own Mac Tech

• Decoupage Jewelry Box

• Creative Writing

• iPhone for Beginners

• Cooking-Asian Inspiration

• CPR

• Handmade Chocolate
Trufﬂes & Bon-Bons

• Right Sizing Your Life

Visit
WestﬁeldAdultSchool.com
to see our 130 Spring courses and
to register by credit card.
(908) 232-4050 • wasnjdirector@gmail.com • www.WestfieldAdultSchool.com
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Willow Grove to Celebrate
Chapel’s 125th Anniversary
SCOTCH PLAINS — The 125th
anniversary of the Old Stone Chapel
at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church will be celebrated during a
special worship service in the sanctuary on Sunday, March 2, at 10 a.m.
The community is invited to be part
of this service, to be followed by a
reception.
The worship service will feature
music from the late 19th century,
including the song “Let Children
Hear the Mighty Deeds,” which was
sung by children in the late 1800s to
the tune “To Mears.” Susan Aymar,
founder of the original Willow Grove
Sunday School in 1826, will make a
“guest appearance.”
Pastor Cynthia Cochran-Carney
will deliver a sermon on the stone
chapel, Christ as the cornerstone and
the congregation as the living stones
of the church. The choir will sing an
anthem of celebration. After the
children’s message, the children and
young people will be invited to have
Sunday school classes in the stone
chapel and learn more about life in
the church in the late 1800s.
Following the worship service,
Maressa McFarlane, church member and program director at the Historic Speedwell Museum in
Morristown, will give a PowerPoint
presentation and talk about the history of the Old Stone Chapel. Drawings of the chapel by artist Frank
Thorne and other memorabilia will
be on display in Kiep Lounge.
The Stone Chapel, built in 1887,
was originally constructed to be used
as a Sunday school for area children. It had its first day of official
use recorded as Christmas Day, 1888,

Historical Soc. Meeting
Set at Willow Grove

CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY...The Willow Grove Presbyterian Church congregation is celebrating the 125th anniversary of the Willow Grove Stone Chapel this
year. Pictured in front of the Chapel Memorial Window, from left to right, are:
Marilyn Thorne, Willow Grove organist since 1953; the Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, pastor; Wilma Sinnock and Barbara Couphos, church members and anniversary celebration committee members.

University Lecture Series
To Begin Sunday at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS — The fifth
annual University Lecture Series will
take place at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey
this Sunday, February 23, through
May 8. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The lecture series is intended as a
vehicle for intellectual conversation
and stimulating debate. This year’s
series will include two author visits
and a Music Appreciation series.
The first lecture, which will be held
on February 23 at 11 a.m., will feature
Avi Cohen, co-founder of portable
uplink solutions company LiveU.
He will be followed by David E.
Kaufman, author of “Jewhooing the
Sixties: American Celebrity and Jewish Identity,” on Tuesday, March 4,
at 7:30 p.m. On Sunday, March 30,
at 11 a.m., author and journalist
Harry Rosenfeld will share his experiences from his book “From
Kristallnacht to Watergate: Memoirs of a Newspaperman.”
On Tuesday, April 29, at 7:30 p.m.,
Meg Jacobs, visiting Associate Professor of History and Public Affairs
at Princeton University, will present
“Panic at the Pump: America in the
70s.” Finally, on Thursday, May 8,
also at 7:30 p.m., Michael Kownacky
and Ted Otten will speak about the
change in the dynamics of family
life, priorities and tastes through the

Lions Club to Hold
Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
March 2. It will take place from 8 a.m.
to noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
This “All-You-Can-Eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $7; children under age 6
may attend for free.
Tickets can be purchased at the door
or in advance from a Lions Club member. This is one of many fundraisers
for this Lions Club, proceeds of which
are distributed to local charities and
community activities, with special
emphasis on the many organizations
throughout the area that serve the blind
and visually impaired.
For more information on the Scotch
Plains Lions Club Pancake Breakfast
or to reserve a place, call Pancake
Breakfast Chairman Ron Kelly at
(908) 753-8218.

POLICE BLOTTER

and was first used as a Sunday school
in 1889.
The worship service on March 2 is
part of a year-long celebration of the
chapel’s 125th anniversary. Other
upcoming events include a community historic activity day, tours and
an oral history project.
The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, across
from the south-side fire station at
South Martine Avenue and Raritan
Road. All facilities are handicappedaccessible and there is ample on-site
parking. For more information, call
(908)
232-5678
or
visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will hold its monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 25, at 8
p.m. at the Willow Grove Chapel,
which marks its 125th anniversary
this year. It will be open to the public.
Local farmers built the small
Union Chapel. Eventually, so many
families participated that the church
was built around the chapel.
Throughout the years the chapel has
catered to children with Bible School
classes and a nursery school. During
the upcoming meeting, attendees will
learn about the history of the actual
street, what the area was like when
the chapel was built, and the chapel’s
special architecture.
The Willow Grove Chapel is located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Fellowship and refreshments
will follow the program.

lens of theater and music.
Added to the University Lecture
Series this year will be Music Appreciation, intended to give listeners
a deeper and greater understanding
of all forms of music. These classes
will be held on Thursday, April 3;
Tuesday, April 8, and Thursdays,
April 17 and 24, all at 7:30 p.m.
The University Lecture Series is
open to the community. For full descriptions of all programs and ticket
pricing and purchase, check jccnj.org.
Anyone with questions may contact
Simone Klein at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 214, or sklein@jccnj.org.
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Financial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

Resolve Plans Program
For Kids of Divorce
SCOTCH PLAINS — Resolve
Community Counseling Center will
offer a free program to help children
deal with the anxieties and stresses
caused by separation and divorce. This
program also may help minimize the
often far-reaching after-effects of
marriage and/or relationship turmoil.
Children ages 9 through 12 are
invited to join the Children of Separation and Divorce Group, to be held
Tuesday evenings, March 4 through
March 25, 2014, from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. Orientation and interviews with
both parents and children will take
place Tuesday, February 25, beginning at 6:30 p.m. For an appointment, call (908) 322-9180.
This group will use peer discussion,
facilitated by Diane Pearson, a marriage and family therapist, to help participants understand the separation/divorce process; learn to understand feelings of sadness, fear, anger and guilt;
learn to express these feelings appropriately and to develop effective coping strategies. Fun activities are planned
to create an atmosphere that will make
discussing difficult topics easier. Ms.
Pearson will be joined by Michelle
Renaud, a masters level intern.
Each group will meet at Resolve
Community Counseling Center, located at 1830 Front Street in Scotch
Plains. To register, call (908) 3229180, extension no. 10.
Resolve Community Counseling
Center is a non-profit organization
providing mental health services. For
more information, visit resolvenj.com.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SPIRITUAL OCCASION...Nine Cub Scouts from Holy Trinity Interparochial
School Pack No. 73 received religious medals February 9 at a special ceremony
honoring them at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. The
religious medals, Light of Christ and Parvuli Dei, are earned by a Scout’s
completion of a workbook to learn more about his faith. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Top row, Alexander Canada, Parker Smith, Ryan Kennedy and
Jonathan Scalia, and bottom row, Ryan Barry, Henry Hiel and Robert Canada.
Thomas Lezynski and Matthew Sturchio also received awards.

Synagogues Establish Group
For Autism Spectrum Youth
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains,
Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch
Plains and Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim of Cranford have joined together to create a new Jewish youth
group, Kids Connect, for children
with autism spectrum disorders.
The first program will take place
this Sunday, February 23, from 12:30
to 1:30 p.m. at Congregation Beth
Israel. The topic will be family,
friends, community and Judaism.
Kids Connect activities will be open
to the entire community. Members
do not need to be affiliated with a
sponsoring synagogue.
“We know that a youth group can
be such an important part of teen
Jewish life — one that we want all of
our children to be able to enjoy,” said
Michelle Shapiro Abraham of Temple
Sholom.
Kids Connect was made possible
by support from MetroWest ABLE
(Access, Belonging and Life Enrichment for People and Families with
Special Needs). MetroWest ABLE is a
program of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ and works to
advocate for and support individuals

and their families with special needs.
Kids Connect is designed for students in grades 5 through 10, ages 10 to
15, who are on the autism spectrum and
who would otherwise be unable to
participate in a typical youth group
experience. With meetings every four
to six weeks, Kids Connect includes
holiday celebrations, trips, social action projects and additional youth group
activities. Run by Kids Connect Coordinator Dana Brenner, all programs
include both peer teen support and a
licensed special-needs educator on site.
“Kids Connect brings together the
teen leadership of three synagogues
from different towns and different
denominations,” said Elly Bauman,
education director of Congregation
Beth Israel.
Students from the sponsoring congregations in grades 8 through 12 are
trained as “buddies” who help plan
the events, spend time with the youth
group members and support the programming.
Parents may contact Ms. Brenner at
kidsconnectyouthgroup@gmail.com
to discuss their child’s participation in
the program or to visit
kidsconnectyouthgroup.weebly.com.

Library to Offer Programs
On Interviews, Gardening
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “How
to Interview for Success” this Saturday, February 22, at 2 p.m., and “Learn
the Basics of Gardening” on Saturday,
March 1, at 1:30 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Nancy Anderson, president of
Blackbird Learning Associates, a job
search training and consulting company, will present the interviewing
program. The program will cover
the three major types of interviews:
networking, telephone and face-toface. Participants will practice interviewing using their own skill sets.
Ms. Anderson also will review interview flow and anticipated questions.
Ms.Anderson has more than 25 years
experience in human resources, learning and development and relationship
management in the pharmaceutical, finance and insurance industries. She
has led the training projects for many
high-profile company initiatives.
She has worked for Johnson &
Johnson, the CIT Group, The Bank of
New York and the Chubb Group of

Insurance Companies. During her career, she has trained thousands of domestic and international employees.
Self-taught gardening enthusiast
Karen Camden will present the gardening program. With over 40 years
of gardening experience, Ms. Camden
has utilized all of her knowledge in
the design of her own backyard.
She is a member of the Philadelphia Horticultural Society, as well
as the president of Camden Associates, a consulting firm that provides
services in communications and
people skills, organizational assessments and clutter control.
These programs will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, call the
Westfield Memorial Library at (908)
789-4090. To register for the program,
visit the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.

Crossroads Event to Feature
Ventriloquist, Comedians
GARWOOD — A special comedy
event will be held on Thursday, March
6, beginning at 8 p.m. at Crossroads,
located at 78 NorthAvenue in Garwood.
Featured will be ventriloquist Otto and
George along with comedians Jimmie
Allinder, Rich Carucci, Keith Carnevale
and Rich McDonald.
Otto and George is an adult-themed
ventriloquist comedy team composed
of comedian Otto Petersen and his
dummy, George Dudley. Mr. Petersen
began performing with George as a
street act in Manhattan and Brooklyn
in the early 1970s. In the late ’70s,
they moved into nightclubs and began to evolve into the current act.
One notable aspect of Mr.
Petersen’s ventriloquism is that his
lips still move while he speaks with
the George voice, but the illusion of
there being a different speaker is made
with the sharp contrast in the George
voice with his own.
Among the other performers on
the bill, Mr. Allinder is an experienced stand-up comedian. Mr.
Carucci is a second-generation comedian and former child actor who
appeared in commercials, off-Broadway and on a 1972 Ed Sullivan Easter
special. Mr. Carnevale opens for Otto
and George. Mr. McDonald, also

known as Big Rich from Jersey, is a
member of the comedy troupe Dumb
Kids In The Back as well as a standup comedian.
Tickets are $15 when purchased
online at ticketfly.com or by visiting
crossroadsatgarwood.com. Advance
ticket purchase is highly recommended.
Tickets can be purchased at the door for
$20 per person. Food and beverages
will be available for purchase separately throughout the evening.
For more information about this
event, call (908) 518-0323 or e-mail
info@xxroads.com.

Otto and George

Westfield
Tuesday, February 11, Courtney
Schael, 50, of Westfield was arrested on the 100 block of
Wychwood Road on an outstanding no-bail sheriff ’s warrant.
Schael was transported to police
headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Office pending a court appearance.
Tuesday, February 11, a
Westfield resident reported the
theft of an iPhone 4 and accompanying OtterBox case from an establishment on Clark Street. The
theft occurred between 2:30 and 5
p.m. that day. The approximate
value of the stolen items is $300.
Wednesday, February 12, a
Westfield resident reported the
theft of an iPhone 5 and accompanying blue-and-gray Belkin case
from an establishment on Clark
Street. The theft occurred on February 11 between 4 and 5 p.m. The
approximate value of the stolen
items is $400.
Thursday, February 13, Melvin
Gonzalez, Jr., 22, of Perth Amboy
was arrested subsequent to a motor vehicle stop in the area of Central and Sussex Avenues on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
for $114. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.
Saturday, February 15, Carlos
Audas-Acosta, 21, of Plainfield
was arrested on a Plainfield warrant for $750 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West
South Avenue and West Broad
Street. He was transported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department in
lieu of bail.
Sunday, February 16, police responded to an alarm activation at a
residence on the 100 block of Lincoln Road. Upon their arrival, the
officers observed damage to the
rear door of the residence, which
was slightly ajar. A check of the
residence was negative for any suspects. The homeowner arrived on
the scene and confirmed that the
damage was new. Further investigation revealed that the individual
or suspects involved did not gain
entry into the home.
Mountainside
Monday, February 10, Sergio
Paulo DosSantos, 42, of Clark was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on New Providence Road for
driving without a license. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.
Friday, February 14, a resident
of North Plainfield notified police

after his motor vehicle struck a
pothole on Route 22 near New
Providence Road and sustained a
flat tire. Notification was made to
the Department of Transportation,
police said.
Sunday, February 16, a resident
of Plainfield reported that her motor vehicle struck a pothole on
Route 22 near Lawrence Avenue
and sustained a flat tire, as well as
damage to the rim. Notification
was made to the Department of
Transportation, police said.
Scotch Plains
Monday, February 10, Sharon
Gallagher, 53, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle violation on Tussel
Lane. After Gallagher failed several field sobriety tests at the scene,
she was transported to police headquarters, processed and released.
Monday, February 10, a resident
of Gary Court reported that someone keeps texting her asking for
money.
Tuesday, February 11, Nicholas
DiCanto, 45, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding $710 warrant issued by the Scotch Plains
Court. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and
released.
Wednesday, February 12, a resident of Carri Farm Court reported
that she had a party and that someone removed several items from
the house, worth approximately
$450.
Wednesday, February 12, a resident of Westfield Avenue reported
that sometime overnight someone
broke a window in her house.
Friday, February 14, the manager of a Route 22 business reported that sometime overnight
someone entered his establishment
by smashing the glass of the front
door, and once inside, removed an
undetermined amount of cash.
Friday, February 14, a resident
of Park Avenue reported that he
had received a bill from a phone
company for approximately $700
for charges that he did not make.
Saturday, February 15, a resident of Golf Street reported that
sometime overnight someone hit
his motor vehicle and drove away
while his vehicle was legally
parked in front of his house.
Sunday, February 16, Evan
Aspell, 24, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. After Aspell failed several field sobriety tests at the scene,
he was transported to police headquarters, processed and released.

Police Dept. Releases Report
On Traffic Accident Fatality
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department has released its
report on a traffic accident that occurred February 2, in which a
woman was fatally injured when
she and her husband were struck by
a motor vehicle as they crossed a
local intersection.
According to the report, Donna
Rothstein, 63, and her husband,
Bruce, 62, residents of Westfield,
were crossing east to west in the
crosswalk at the intersection of
Prospect Street and Cowperthwaite
Place at 5:56 p.m. when the accident occurred.
The motorist, Jason Lutz, 24, also
of Westfield, was traveling south
on Prospect Street, approaching the
intersection of Cowperthwaite

Place. As the Land Rover entered
the intersection it struck the two
pedestrians, who were approximately halfway across the street,
the police report stated.
According to the report, Mrs.
Rothstein sustained serious bodily
injuries as a result of the accident.
She was transported from the scene
by the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad to University Hospital in
Newark, where she died from her
injuries on February 5.
The police department confirmed that Mr. Lutz was given
blood and urine tests for drugs or
alcohol, but the results have not
been made public. The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office will
now evaluate the report.

Westfield Rotary to Present
Pancake Breakfast March 1
WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield’s 48th Annual Pancake
Breakfast will be held on Saturday,
March 1, from 8 a.m. to noon, in the
Westfield High School cafeteria.
Tickets will be $10 and available at
the door. The high school is located
at 550 Dorian Road in Westfield.
During the event, there will be a
50-50 cash raffle to support Rotary
Foundation scholarships for
Westfield students. Additionally, the
Westfield High School and Intermediate School Jazz Bands and a
variety of other school extracurricular performing musical groups
will provide entertainment.
A Children’s Fair, sponsored by
the Westfield Area “Y” and featuring a moonwalk, face painting, spin
art, balloons and multiple other activities, also will be available for
families to enjoy.
Local youth organizations, including the Westfield High School
Rotary Interact Club and Elementary School Early Act Clubs,
Westfield Area “Y” Leaders Club
and Black Achievers Club, and Boy
Scouts, will volunteer to support
the breakfast.
Proceeds from this event support
the Rotary Scholarship Fund and
Rotary Community Service Grants.
Since the inception of the Pancake
Breakfast in 1967, the Rotary Club
has awarded $2 million in scholarship grants to more than 1,500 students.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday for lunch at
the Westfield Area “Y.” Guests and
interested prospective members are
always welcome. For more information, visit westfieldrotary.com/.

Fanwood Exhibit
To Feature Censuses
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Historic Preservation Commission will
place on public exhibition at the
Fanwood Museum for the first time
Sunday, March 2, between 2 and 4 p.m.
a copy of Fanwood’s full census for the
years 1880, 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930.
For the year 1880 the municipality
was named Fanwood Township and
included what today is Fanwood Borough and Scotch Plains Township.
In the later years of the hand-written
censuses, the following data were listed
for each person surveyed in each household: the street name, names of the
people living in a household, their ages,
their relationship to each other, their
citizenship, their education, place of
birth, their native language, their occupation and their place of work.
The Fanwood Museum is located
on the lower level of the historic
railroad station, at the corner of
Martine and North Avenues. Members of the Historic Preservation Commission will be available to answer
questions, point out facts of special
interest and aid in search of specific
names visitors might be seeking.
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WHS Presents Spring Musical
Anyone Can Whistle

The Majestic Winds

Majestic Winds to Perform
Benefit Concert March 6
WESTFIELD — Majestic Winds,
the professional wind band of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
will present a benefit concert at the
Redeemer Lutheran Church on Thursday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m. Proceeds
from the concert will go toward the
Margaret Kritsch Anderson Fund to
assist Margaret’s Family in their future needs.
Former Westfield resident Margaret Kritsch Anderson, 34, was shot
and killed on January 1, 2012 in
Mount Rainier National Park in Washington, according to the National Park
Service. Margaret was the daughter of
pastor Paul and Dorothy Kritsch. A
Westfield High School graduate, Class
of 1995, Margaret went on to pursue
her dream of becoming a park ranger
and was shot while on duty New Year’s
Day during what began as a routine
traffic stop. Authorities believe the
shooter initially fled to the remote area
to hide following an earlier shooting at
a NewYear’s party near Seattle that left
four wounded, two critically, before he
shot Ms. Anderson later in the day.
The ensemble will be directed by
Howard Toplansky, an NJWA staff instrumental instructor. “Our musical
offerings are geared to please a variety
of musical tastes and range from Renaissance to Ragtime favorites,” stated
Mr. Toplansky.

“Das Pensionat” Overture by Franz
von Suppe, Selections from “Oklahoma” by Richard Rodgers and “Ballet
Egyptian” by Alexandre Luigini will
be the main selections on the first half
of the concert. “Accelerations” Waltz
by Johann Strauss will also be featured
on this program. Frank Narucki, the
featured saxophone soloist, will perform a virtuoso rendition of “Someone
to Watch Over Me” by George
Gershwin.
Several marches will also be performed during this program, which
include “Sons of the Brave,” by Thomas Bidgood; “Vintage March,” by I.
Chernetsky, and “Chimes of Liberty,”
by Edwin Franko Goldman.
Rounding out the concert will be
“Embraceable You,” by George
Gershwin; “Dancing Reeds,” by
Charles Eisch and “The Comet Foxtrot,”
by Zinovi Binkin, who was the copyist
and arranger for the Ministry of Defense Band in Moscow during World
War II.
This event is open to the public
and, while there is no charge for
admission, a freewill offering will be
gratefully accepted. Redeemer
Lutheran Church is located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield.
For additional information about
NJWA or Majestic Winds, call (908)
789-9696 or email njwaband@att.net.

POPCORN
“The Monuments Men”
Hardly Monumental
2 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Be it ever so noble and righteous an
endeavor, filmgoers who partake of
George Clooney’s “The Monuments
Men” will doubtfully wish to experience it again when it plays the flat
screen in the den. Viewing Grant
Heslov’s screenplay, based on two
books detailing the true-to-life tale
about the men and women appointed
to retrieve art treasures the Nazis
stole during WWII, is more a respectful pilgrimage than an entertainment.
Essentially a grand scale scavenger hunt played for the very highest
stakes, it is the loftiness of the task
itself that intrigues, and not the poorly
written, slow boat to its ends. Surely
posterity wouldn’t have minded a bit
more artistic license for the sake of
dramatic fluidity.
Call it “The Dirty Dozen Light” as
this mission, although it is played
with real guns, a vile antagonist and
all the dangers those circumstances
entail, presents a motley crew of unlikely candidates for wartime heroics. The bulk of them beyond acceptable fighting age, they are comprised
of noted authorities on the arts. If
they are convivially ragtag, they are
nonetheless hifalutin, giving them that
whimsical appeal audiences expect
from such a conclave.
Although the names have been
changed, probably for legal considerations, the principals can easily be
matched to their actual inspirations.
Mr. Clooney, directing himself in this
patriotic paean to the Monuments,
Fine Arts and Archives Program, is
Frank Stokes, the Harvard art conservationist who talks President
Roosevelt into allowing him to form
the unit. In all, there were approximately 400 participants. Here we
home in on eight of them.
Matt Damon plays James Granger,
the director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, smuggled into occupied
Paris to figure out just where the
Nazis, under the authority of
Hermann Goering, are stashing their
ill-gotten gains. There, he seeks the
collaboration of the script’s unofficial Monument Woman, Claire
Simone (Cate Blanchett), a French
art scholar who, from the museum
where she worked, was able to espy
the comings and goings of the pillaging intruders.
Other players, all of whom chide
each other in the generically familiar
style common to such film assemblages, manage a likeability that, alas,
can’t ameliorate a so-so script. But
they give it the old college try. Bill
Murray, doing that stare that says
disbelief, curiosity, disdain and benevolence all in one grimace, is Richard
Campbell,
architect
extraordinaire.
Likewise, John Goodman as famed
sculptor Walter Garfield, amuses
merely by the humorous incongru-

ence of his heft and demeanor being
squished into an army uniform. Adding a little Continental panache, Jean
Dujardin (“The Artist”) is Jean Claude
Clermont, a French director of design. Representing the Brits, Hugh
Bonneville is Donald Jeffries, a chap
who hopes his service will earn him
redemption from a misspent past.
In short, there is a delegate from
each of the allied countries, determined to preserve the culture that
nurtures and is the historical lifeblood of a free civilization. And of
course, to put the icing on the cake,
there is a tried and true enemy, second best only to Beelzebub himself:
Nazis. No equivocating here…no
concerns about political correctness.
Not content to merely put the world
on its ear for a few years and kill
millions of people, they’ve systematically, for fun and profit, plundered
the world’s fortunes. Claiming for
themselves every objet d’art they can
get their fascist hands on, they
oxymoronically prize the artifacts of
those decimated nations for whom
they espouse such utter disdain.
Military historians generally agree
this was among the preoccupying
lunacies that ultimately led to their
defeat. That, and trying to wipe out
an entire peoples. Surveying the
mind-boggling number of priceless
paintings, sculptures, etc., the camera challenges us to identify each
item in the panoply of priceless heirlooms.
In one especially forceful scene,
Matt Damon’s curator par excellence
hangs a re-claimed portrait of a female, Jewish family member on the
wall of an abandoned Paris apartment. Mademoiselle Simone asks him
what he’s doing, chillingly assuring
that no one is returning to this dwelling. Assuming his finest Boy Scout
demeanor, he replies, “I was commissioned to recover art and return it
to its proper owner.”
That and a few other moments work.
Otherwise, the docudrama can’t ever
seem to get out of homage mode, even
when a more sophisticated narrative
might have accomplished its tribute in
spades. There is no discernible subtext
other than what you may construe,
and no appreciable subplot.
Where Clooney’s effort does, however, achieve success is in educating
us to these exploits. Our interest is
piqued. The suggestion here then is
to skip the movie and spend the treasure you save on related literature
and admission to museums where
you can enjoy the fruits of “The
Monuments Men’s” virtuous labors
in living color.
…
“The Monuments Men,” rated PG13, is a Columbia Pictures release
directed by George Clooney and stars
George Clooney, Matt Damon and
Cate Blanchett. Running time: 118
minutes.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department will
present Stephen Sondheim’s madcap
1964 musical Anyone Can Whistle, a
family-friendly musical that features a
cast of more than 40 talented student
performers.Performances will be
Thursday, March 13; Friday, March
14; and Saturday, March 15. All shows
are at 7:30 p.m.
Part romantic comedy, part satire,
Anyone Can Whistle tells the tale of
small-town mayor, Cora Hoover
Hooper, (played by Madeleine
Rosenthal), whose scheme to profit
from a local “miracle” is sidetracked
by an idealistic nurse (Kim Roth), a
charming doctor (Fraser Weist), and
the patients of the town’s mental hospital, known as the “cookies.”
Director Daniel Devlin said Anyone
Can Whistle has a melodic score packed
with showstoppers and big dance numbers, but also delivers a message about
the importance of individuals in a conformist society, “and our sometimes
vague definition of sanity.”
Westfield High School has earned a
reputation as one of the most successful theater departments in the state,
with the cast and crew of its spring
musicals regularly among the top nominees for the Paper Mill Playhouse’s
prestigious Rising Star Awards.
Kim Roth, a senior, said Anyone Can
Whistle is a challenging show to perform, but is confident that her training
at WHS over the years has prepared for
the role. “I am beyond excited to work
with so many talented actors and see
how the audience reacts to one of
Sondheim’s most controversial works,”
she said.
The show also features Daniel Coelho
as Treasurer Cooley, Colin Barry as
Police Chief Magruder, and Frank
Guerriero as Comptroller Schub, who
aid the crooked Cora along with her
chorus of “boys” played by Alex
Cestero, Julian Mone, Tony Peer and
Jack Ritter.
Other roles include Elena Arida as
the Narrator; Connor Wynne as the
Sandwich Man; Sophie Hurwitz as
Baby Joan; Jackie Daaleman as Mrs.
Schroeder; Jill Rosenfeld as Dr.
Detmold; J.D. Kelly as George; Lauren
Echausse as June; Michael Poyntz as
John; Katherine Ko as Marta; Abbie
Paone as Velma and Victoria Guerriero
as Osgood.
Also appearing in various roles are

Lizzy Allen, Luke Altman, Marissa
Alvarez, Sarah Boyle, Catherine Bruno,
Gabrielle Dunn,Alan Fang,Alex Frisch,
Lucy Hale, Steve Heron, Maddie
Hudelson,Alexandra Jackman, Hasitha
Kakileti, Jack Kirkland, Olivia
Kuzman, Victoria Napolitano, Meagan
O’Connell, Andrew Orenberg, Megan
Pinna, Lisa Morgan Simon, Sydney
Stewart and Jesse Zimmermann.
Students play a large role in the
“behind the scenes” production as well.
The show’s colorful set is being constructed by a crew of students under the
direction of set designer Roy Chambers, an art teacher at the high school.
Samantha Gruskin is the show’s stage
manager, and Steven Bubniak and Matt
Hopen are assistant stage managers.
Jack Venezia and Hannah Mackenzie
are assistant technical directors. Alex
Palatucci is the show’s graphic designer. Hair and makeup is under the
direction of Alexa Derman; Maddie
Kevelson is the show’s costume designer; and Ellie Smith is head of props.
The lighting will once again be designed by Lisa and Michael Kimmel of
Sharp Edge Lighting Design of
Hoboken, with the assistance of student technical leaders Matt Binkowitz
and Mary Kate Miller. The show’s many
dance numbers are being arranged by
professional choreographer Samantha
Hahn, with assistance from student
dance captain Catherine Bruno.
The show also features a live orchestra of Westfield High School students,
led by musical director John
Brzozowski, a chorus teacher at the
high school.
Tickets for Anyone Can Whistle,
which are reserved seating, are $12
each and can be purchased in advance
at
the
web
site
www.ShowTix4U.com until 3 p.m.
the day of the show. Tickets are on
sale now.
Advance purchases are recommended, since WHS shows often sell
out. However, any tickets not sold in
advance will be available for sale at
the door. Questions can be emailed to
WHStickets@Westfieldnjk12.org.
All performances will be held in
the auditorium of Westfield High
School, located at 550 Dorian Road.
In honor of the “cookies” that appear in the show, at each performance
one lucky audience member will win
a free tray of cookies, courtesy of
Bovella’s Bakery in Westfield.

NJWA Summer Workshop
Program Begins Registration
WESTFIELD — Residents can now
register for the 2014 NJWA Summer
Workshop, which will open its doors
for the 43rd time this July. The three
week workshop, for those in junior
kindergarten through grade 8, will run
from Monday, July 7, to Friday, July
25, from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 301
Clark Street, Westfield.
The Young Explorers program, for
those entering junior kindergarten or
kindergarten in September, will expose students to arts and crafts, violin,
foreign language, life science, pre-engineering and little chef’s math.
First Grade Adventurers, for those
entering first grade in September, will
participate in arts and crafts, violin,
science, LEGO Education Simple
Machines, LEGO Education Story
Starters and author studies.
Those in the grades 2-3 workshop
will have a choice of various classes in
the areas of art, dance, engineering,
robotics, science, music and language
arts. The workshops for students in
grades 4-5 include a variety of classes
in art , music, dance, science, engineering, writing and robotics, while those
in grades 6-8 can chose from among
classes in fine arts, robotics, music,
dancing, engineering and physical science. Students may take one, two or
three consecutive workshops throughout the morning. Specific class selections are listed in the 2014 brochure.
In addition to the regular Workshop
hours, an optional early morning dropoff is available, as well as a full day of
programming in conjunction with the
WestfieldYMCA. A registered nurse is
also on staff during the regular workshop hours.

LEGO MANIA…Many LEGO Education courses will be among the choices
at this July’s NJWA Summer Workshop to be held at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield.

Degreed and/or certified teachers,
experienced performers and professional artists comprise the faculty of
the NJWA Summer Workshop.
To view, download or print the 2014
NJWA Summer Workshop brochure
and
application,
visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
Completed applications should be
mailed or delivered to the address indicated on the form.
The NJWA Summer Workshop is a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the arts, a 501 (c) 3 non- profit
organization. For additional information about the summer program, call
(908)
518-1551,
e-mail
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.comor
visit the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield.

Kean’s Department of Theatre
Presents In the Heights
UNION – Imagine Washington
Heights, a tight-knit New York community where the coffee from the corner bodega is light and sweet, the windows are always open, and the breeze
carries the rhythm of three generations
of music. During its acclaimed Broadway run, In the Heights quickly became an audience phenomenon and a
critical success, winning five Tony
Awards.
Conceived and with music and lyrics
by Lin-Manuel Miranda, In the Heights
is an authentic and exhilarating journey into one of Manhattan’s most vibrant communities. Find out what it
takes to make a living, what it costs to
have a dream, and what it means to be
home…In the Heights.
Led by a team of guest artists –
director SuzanneAgins, choreographer
David Scotchford, musical director
Meg Zervoulis, and scenic designer
Nick Benacerraf – In the Heights features costumes and lights by resident

faculty members Karen Lee Hart and
Nadine Charlsen.
“In the Heights, though it is less than
10 years old, has worked its way into
the consciousness of a generation,” said
director Suzie Agins. “I was overwhelmed by the turn-out at auditions at how many students wanted to be a
part of this show, even if they weren’t
theatre majors, even if they’d never
been in a play before!”
In the Heights opens Friday, February 21, at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theatre. Additional performances include: February 22, 26, 28, March 1, at
8 p.m.; February 22, 23, and March 1,
at 2 p.m.; February 28, at 10:30 a.m.;
and February 27, at 5 p.m., followed by
a Q & A with the cast and creative team.
Tickets are $15 for the general public,
$12 for seniors and Kean staff/alumni,
and $10 for students.
To purchase tickets for In the Heights,
call (908) 737-7469 or visit
www.keanstage.com.

SILENT MOVIE...The 1926 United Artists silent film “The Son of the Sheik”
starring Rudolph Valentino will be shown on Friday, February 28, at 7:30 p.m.
at the First United Methodist Church in Westfield. Live organ accompaniment
on two pipe organs will be provided by well-known organist Trent Johnson.

Organist Trent Johnson To
Accompany Silent Movie
WESTFIELD — The 1926 United
Artists silent film “The Son of the
Sheik” starring Rudolph Valentino
will be shown on Friday, February
28, at 7:30 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield. Live
organ accompaniment on two pipe
organs will be provided by wellknown organist Trent Johnson.
Preceding the show will be a spaghetti supper at 6:30 p.m. in the church
social hall. A donation of $15 per
person for both will be by reservation
only. General admission at the door
for the film only will be adults $10
and $5 for children under 12.
The largely improvised organ accompaniment for this showing will
be performed on the church’s two
pipe organs. The chancel organ is a
large 54 rank Aeolian-Skinner organ
which was installed in 1959 in consultation with Wilma Jensen, then
organist, now a world class concert
and touring organ virtuoso. Adding
excitement and “stereo” to the pipe
sounds in the vast sanctuary will be
the additional use of the Möller 12
rank independent antiphonal gallery
organ. This feature and combination
of pipe organs in a church is unique in
this area.
Trent Johnson, also a composer
and conductor, has accompanied
many films from the silent era including “The Phantom of the Opera,”
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame,”
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,”
“Nosferatu,” and comedy classics
featuring Charlie Chaplin and Harold
Lloyd. He has been the music director of the Oratorio Singers of
Westfield since 1994 and is director
of music at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church in Bernardsville.
Mr Johnson is a graduate of the
Peabody Institute of the Johns
Hopkins University and The Juilliard
School, and is an organist at Radio
City Music Hall in New York City for
the Christmas Spectacular where he
performs on the giant “Mighty
Wurlitzer” organ, the largest theater

organ still in regular use today.
This will be a fun filled event,
suitable for adults and children alike.
Mr. Johnson will provide a largely
improvised “theater organ” accompaniment to this full length feature.
Since a soundtrack was not provided for silent films, music was generally provided by musicians who
watched and accompanied the film
as it unfolded. Accompaniment was
often provided by a pianist, an organist, a small ensemble or, in some
cases a full score for orchestra. Ensembles and orchestras often had
musical scores specifically written or
arranged for the movie. A pianist or
organist had the options of memorizing or improvising music tailor-made
to particular scenes, mood changes
and dramatic situations.
Use of a pianist or organist proved
to be more cost effective and, as a
result, theater organs grew in great
popularity as silent films flourished.
These mighty organs not only had
pipes that made the sounds of various
orchestral sirens, drums, bells, instruments, but they often contained
“traps” whistles, and other sound effects suitable for motion pictures.
This film screening is a benefit
concert for the Oratorio Singers of
Westfield who will be presenting a
choral concert on Sunday, March 30,
at the First United Methodist Church.
The Oratorio Singers concert will
feature professional soloists, choir
and members of the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra in the “Great” mass
in c minor of Mozart, and the World
Premiere of Trent Johnson’s cantata
Saint Augustine, all led by music
director Trent Johnson. Proceeds will
also benefit the Aeolian-Skinner and
Möller organs restoration projects.
The First United Methodist church
is located at One East broad Street in
Westfield. For further information and
reservations for the spaghetti dinner,
call (908) 656-1718. Parking for this
event is in the church lot off Ferris
Place.

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and
strength in our hand.
For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our
area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their
civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand
their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.
Few know this area and its people better than us. Many
merchants look to this background of experience and
understanding for assistance in reaching their audience
most effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their
merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for
information and advice.
Let us show you how the combination of this experience
and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum
results from your sales messages.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
908-232-4407
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Acclaimed Cellist Performs
With NJ Festival Orchestra

Cranford Dramatic Club’s Spring Awakening
Sizzles With Adolescent Angst
CRANFORD – Pairing a 19thcentury German play with contemporary rock music does not sound
like the basis of a typical Broadway
musical. But the Cranford Dramatic
Club’s (CDC) latest production,
Spring Awakening, which opened
last weekend is not a typical anything.
Director Jeffrey Fiorello and a
stellar company present the musical that takes Frank Wedekind’s play
by the same name to new heights.
With book and lyrics by Steven
Sater and music by Duncan Sheik,
it is a bitter/sweet look at adolescence in a bygone era but whose
core still resonates today.
The story line centers on 1890
German teens that are frustrated by
their adolescent feelings in a repressed society. In the opening
scene, Wendla (played sensitively
by Samantha Koenig) becomes an
aunt for the second time. In the
opening song, “Mama Who Bore
Me,” she begs to know more about
her body and how babies are made.
Her mother (Melissa Timpson, a
versatile actress who plays all of
the adult women in the play) is
embarrassed and just can not find
the words.
Cut to a scene of the village teenage boys in an all-boys high school
class. They are translating Latin
under the tutelage of a no-nonsense
teacher (Gus Ibranyi who adroitly

takes on the roles of the adult males).
When Moritz (Dave Maglione) is
mocked by his teacher for an incorrect answer, Moritz’s friend
Melchior (Chris Cantalupo) comes
to his defense. Unfortunately
Melchior, a boy who is known for
being rebellious, questioning and
bright, turns out to be a threat to
adults. In “All That’s Known”
Melchior sings that he trusts his
“own true mind” and does not want
to bow down to those in authority
just because he is told to do so. An
ill-fated James Dean of his time, he
sings, “You watch me” and we do
watch the character’s intensity and
profound sense of injustice in his
world.
Moritz confesses to Melchior that
he is disturbed by sexual dreams.
He does not realize they are a part
of hormones raging in a normal
young man. He asks the worldlywise Melchior to write down what
he knows about girls and the female
body (complete with illustrations,
please). This seemingly innocent
writing of one teen to another eventually leads to both of the boys’
undoing. Threads of the plot interweave to involve a suspension from
school, first sexual experiences and
friction with adults.
Allie Acquafredda as Ilse is a
tender, sympathetic figure especially in her haunting song, “Blue
Wind.” Kimberly Jackson as Martha

EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN...The cast of Spring Awakening assembles
in period clothing designed by director Jeffrey Fiorello. Cranford Dramatic
Club’s latest musical production takes an 1890s play and sets it to rock music to
deal with questions and situations that have plagued teens for centuries. The show
runs February 21 - 22, 28 and March 1 at 8 p.m.

‘ALL THAT’S KNOWN’...Teenage boys in a Latin class express their rage at the
establishment in Cranford Dramatic Club’s show, Spring Awakening, that
opened on Valentine’s Day. The sensitive production deals with mature subject
matter including abuse, sexual exploration and suicide.

can bring tears when she reveals
she has been abused in the sobering
piece, “The Dark I Know Well.”
A seven-piece orchestra under the
capable direction of Jack Bender
includes marvelous violin, viola,
cello and guitars, an interesting
combination, which lends depth to
many of the poignant melodies. Unfortunately on opening night, during the first act, some of the individual microphones failed so that
hearing the lyrics to a few of the
songs was difficult.
Thankfully, in the second act with
microphones at 100 percent, Mr.
Cantalupo’s clear, expressive voice
was captured. Mr. Maglione’s powerful “Left Behind” is memorably
done as is the next number, “Totally
F _ _ _ ed” when the entire company join him in their rage. The
breadth of Ms. Koenig’s talent is
showcased in her final heartbreaking number, “Whispering” that is
staged with thoughtfulness.
The singing of the entire cast is
first rate with powerful voices mingling close, intricate harmonies to
express longing and melancholy

fused with despair.
This outstanding CDC production is headed by producer Elizabeth Howard, associate producer
Alan Van Antwerp and director Jeffrey Fiorello. Choreographer
Megan Ferentinos’ intricate dance
moves beautifully echo the emotional intensity of the songs.
The production team shows it is
multifaceted with actor Chris Abbot (playing Hanschen) also designing the stark, but effective raked
stage that is flanked with unique
panels of scrims that suggest trees.
Director Fiorello not only helps the
cast navigate sensitively through
the plot, but also designed their
period perfect costumes with the
help of Christina Hahn and Cindy
Lahiff. Lighting Coordinator John
Duryee does a fine job in creating
visual mood, specifically in the
church and grave yard scenes.
The show deals with difficult, mature themes such as child abuse,
sexual exploration, masturbation
and abortion. The topics may be as
old as time, but with a steady rock
beat and inventive staging, this welltuned production soars and speaks
to issues still relevant today.

WAA Reschedules
Artistic Anatomy

Saturday February 22, 2014 at 7pm | The Presbyterian Church, Westﬁeld

The Gypsy Spirit
KODALY Dances of Galanta
SAINT-SAENS
Cello Concerto No. 1
featuring soloist
Allison Eldredge
DVORÁK Symphony No. 8
Tickets $25-$75
Students $12
For tickets and
information go to
www.NJFestivalOrchestra.org
or call 908 232 9400

WESTFIELD — Due to inclement
weather, the Artistic Anatomy presentation by Frank Falotico of the
duCret School of Art has been rescheduled for 1 – 4 p.m. Sunday,
February 23, at the Community
Room, Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield.
The meeting is handicapped-accessible, open to the general public,
and admission is free.

The Town Book Store
Hosts Ann Ormsby
WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store is hosting a Meet and Greet
for Ann Ormsby, author of the novel
“The Recovery Room,” on Saturday, February 22, from 2 – 4 p.m.
Who should make a woman’s
most private decision? Westfield
author Ann Ormsby answers this
question in a compelling work of
fiction that follows the paths of three
different women each struggling
with an unintended pregnancy in
the midst of an impending pro-life
demonstration, swirling media attention, and public scrutiny of this controversial issue.
In the eye of the storm are sixteenyear-old Clara Mahoney, a lonesome
girl living in a family strained by
autism; Pia Fernandez, a battered wife
who wants only to escape her abusive
husband; and Loren Elliot, a fortythree-year-old who can barely make
ends meet with two kids in college
and a husband who just lost his job.
A must-read for anyone pondering
the question of reproductive rights,
The Recovery Room delicately details the lives of these women as they
explore why they want to end their
pregnancies, and reveals the secret
agendas, questionable motives, and
complex relationships behind the
masks of the corrupt forces that step
up to the soapbox to stop them.
Ann Ormsby is a freelance writer
with a master’s degree in journalism
from New York University. Her writings on reproductive freedom and
other public policy issues have appeared in The Newark Star-Ledger,
The Huffington Post, njspotlight.com,
The Westfield Leader and patch.com.
Meet Ann Ormsby at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free
to call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of “The Recovery Room.”

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra will present The
Gypsy Spirit, a high-spirited celebration of folk and dance rhythms
in a symphonic context by masterful composers from the heart of
Europe on Saturday, February 22,
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.
World renowned cellist, Allison
Eldredge, will join the orchestra to
perform one the greatest of all concertos: Saint-Saens’ Cello Concerto
No.1. The work is a vehicle to showcase bravura performances and
Allison Eldredge is sure to delight.
“The concerto will sing and ring
in the hands of Allison,” said Music
Director David Wroe. “We are honored that she has agreed to join us to
perform what is generally recognized as one of the most cherished
and challenging solos in the cello
literature.”
Heralded as “a musician of remarkable gifts” by The Chicago
Tribune, New York City native
Allison Eldredge has captivated
audiences throughout the world
with her deeply communicative tone
and technique. A graduate of New
York’s Julliard School, Ms.
Eldredge has performed as a soloist
with many of the world’s most prestigious orchestras including the
New York Philharmonic, the Cleveland Orchestra, the Chicago Symphony, the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Boston Pops, the Tokyo
Metropolitan Symphony, China National Symphony, Berlin Symphony, London’s Royal Philharmonic, and more. Ms. Eldredge has
been featured on radio and television programs such as New York’s
WQXR, Boston’s WGBH, and ABC’s
“Good Morning America.”
Over the years she has shared the
stage with numerous acclaimed artists
includingYo-Yo Ma, Joshua Bell,Andre
Previn, and Gil Shaham. She is also a
renowned master class teacher and promoter of the Arts as well as a versatile
recording artist.
The Gypsy Spirit also features works

Allison Eldredge

by Kodaly and Scarmolin and culminates with one of the great orchestral
works of the Romantic era, Dvorák’s
Symphony No. 8, an ode to 19th century pastoral life in the composer’s
native Bohemia.
“The bursting dance rhythms, folk
melodies, and sheer rustic energy pervading this concert are guaranteed to
bring out the gypsy in us all,” stated
Maestro Wroe. “Audiences can expect
explosive results!”
The performance, made possible
through the generous support of the NJ
State Council on theArts, the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, and the A. Louis
Scarmolin Trust, will take place on
Saturday, February 22 at 7 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
For tickets ($25-$75, students $12)
and
information
visit
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or call
(908) 232-9400. The Gypsy Spirit
will also be performed at Morris
Museum’s Bickford Theater on
Sunday, February 23, at 3 p.m. For
tickets call (973) 971-3706.

The Gypsy Spirit
Box Office
(908) 232-9400

Volunteers Needed for Union
County Teen Arts Festival
CRANFORD – Do you like working with artists, teachers and students? The Union County Teen Arts
Festival provides an opportunity for
volunteers to get involved.
The Union County Teen Arts Festival, sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders through
the Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs in the Department of Parks
and Recreation, is a two-day celebration of the arts held annually at Union
County College in Cranford. The
event, scheduled for Thursday and
Friday, March 20, and 21, is open to
all students from public, charter, private and parochial middle and high
schools in Union County.
“Nearly 3,500 students participate
in performances, critiquing semi-

nars, master classes and workshops
with a staff of 55 professional artists
in every discipline – visual art, music, creative writing, theater and
dance,” said Freeholder Chairman
Christopher Hudak. “Volunteers are
needed to assist artists with workshops, manage performance sites and
staff information stations. We appreciate the invaluable assistance of
our county residents with this exciting program.”
If you are interested in any of
these activities, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs by calling (908) 5582550; NJ Relay Users call 711. Or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. The office is located at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth.

Theater Project Jr. Gives
Back to Jardine Academy
UNION — By day it is a very
special school for kids with disabilities, but for the last five years,
The Jardine Academy in Union has
shared its auditorium so that Theater Project Junior could run its
annual musical theater workshop
there. Since the theater workshop is
at night and the special needs academy runs by day, the kids from the
two programs have never met –
until now.
Having performed their shows at
The Jardine Academy for the past
three summers, members of Theater Project Jr. (TPJ) will be returning on Tuesday, February 25, to
help the students at The Jardine
celebrate the birthday of Dr Seuss
by performing songs from this past
summer’s production of Seussical!
When Cynthia Isaksen, principal
of the school, reached out to Mary
Iannelli, artistic director for TPJ, to
see if the children would return,
Mary was not sure how many kids

would be able to come back, but she
put out the call and was overwhelmed at the response.
“Almost the entire cast will be
returning for this special concert.
They are looking forward to meeting the children they usually only
see in the pictures posted throughout the halls.”
Adam Kaunfer of Springfield and
a five year alum of TPJ, said, “Dr
Seuss was a staple of my childhood. It is an honor to play some of
his characters. I like turning myself
into a new character and seeing
how the audience will react to it. I
can’t wait for [this summers’
show]!”
After the concert is over, the members of TPJ will begin getting ready
for this summer’s production of
Bugsy Malone Jr. Auditions will be
held in May and anyone interested
should
contact
mary@TheTheaterProject.org for
additional information.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY…Theater Project Jr. will help the students at The Jardine
Academy in Union celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss by performing songs from
Seussical! on Tuesday, February 25. Pictured, back row, are: Mark Lynch, Kelly
McMahon, James Lynch, Ashleigh Poszyler, Dylan Randazzo, Amanda Poszyler,
Tyler McMahon, Carly Mazer, Adam Kaunfer. Pictured in the middle row is
Arielle Handler. Pictured, front row, are: Stella Ferra, Jason Page, Tim Burns,
Nina Papapieto, Nina Randazzo, Cassidy Page, Chloe Levy, Alexis Page. In front
is Mia Papapieto.
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MacLELLAND NETS 15 PTs, 11 RBs; McKEARY 10 PTs, 9 RBs; ROSS 11 PTs; SPEER 9 PTs, 10 RBs

Lady Cougar Cagers Clip Plainfield Cardinals, 56-55
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” at Cranford High
School turned out to be a downto-the-wire thriller, after which
the hosting Lady Cougars basketball team grabbed a 56-55
victory over the 11-7 Plainfield
Cardinals on February 12.
The end came when Cougar
sophomore Cerys MacLelland
went to the line with six seconds
remaining and missed both free
throws, but senior Mairead
McKeary grabbed the rebound.
The Cardinals attempted to rip

Ballyhoo

the ball free, but after a scramble,
the buzzer blasted, ending the
game.
“When it comes to that end
time, you just have to get that
rebound. It has to be yours. We
wouldn’t have been in that position [to win] if my entire team
didn’t push each other. I was
happy to get that so as not to put
more pressure on our defense,”
McKeary said.
McKeary, who finished with 10
points, three assists and three
steals, pulled eight rebounds, and
senior Kerry Wischusen finished
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

with four assists and two points.
“We definitely made it exciting.
The younger kids worked hard
for us, and it was a fun game
playing with them,” Wischusen
said.
What also made the game very
exciting were Cardinal seniors
Drew Winter and Breanna Spencer. Winter bucketed 30 points,
including 11 in the third quarter
and 11 in the fourth. Four of her
five 3-pointers came in the second half. Spencer finished with
20 points.
“Those two are playing D-1
basketball next year, so I couldn’t
be more proud of how our girls
defended them. Defense is what
did it for us. The first time we
played them, we were down, 22-

l'ennemi du journaliste

6, at the end of the first quarter
and we ended up being up by five
at the end of the third quarter,
solely on defense. Basketball
games are all about runs. They
go on a run, we go on a run and
it’s how we bounce back from
their runs,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.
“We had to make sure on defense that we kept talking to
each other, letting each other
know where Winter or Spencer
was. Communication is a big part
of how we stay with those girls,”
McKeary said.
MacLelland really turned on the
burners in the second half, by
netting 13 of her team-leading 15
points. She also had 10 rebounds,
two blocks and five assists.
“Cerys is a big threat, because
she’s a guard spot but has really
good post moves, so it makes it

hard to defend that. She had five
assists. She realized from halftime that she needed to score a
little bit more,” Coach Dyer said.
“She really does work hard, gets
those rebounds and puts them
back up for us,” Wischusen said.
Bela Speers scored eight of her
nine points in the first half, but
she was also very influential under the boards with 10 rebounds,
a pair of blocks and three steals.
Sophomore Lyndsey Pace got into
the act with five rebounds, five
points, a steal and two assists.
Sophomore Sarah Ross banged
three 3-pointers and finished with
11 points. Junior Erin Meixner
contributed four points and two
rebounds.
“A lot of my team is very young,
but you would never know by
how they don’t back down. They
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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*** Cranford Lady Cougar Cagers Clip Plainfield Cardinals, 56-55, on ‘Senior Day’ ***
are very aggressive, they are
hustling, they are playing up there
with the rest,” Coach Dyer said.
The Cougars and the Cardinals
were knotted, 14-14, at the end

of the first quarter, but six of the
Cougars’ seven scores came by
way of assists. Five more assists
helped the Cougars take a 29-23
lead at the half. Ross, with as-

sists from MacLelland and
McKeary, sank two of her 3-pointers in the quarter.
“That’s definitely what we focus on as a team. We are always
looking to pass off and get a good
assist, especially if we are not
open for the shot. We had many
assists. That’s pretty normal for
us,” Wischusen said.
However both teams experienced passing problems in the
first half which led to steals. The
Cardinals won the third quarter,
18-13, to narrow the Cougars’
lead to 42-41 then they knotted
to score, 47-47, with 5:10 remaining. The Cougars settled
down. In the final minute, Ross
nailed her third 3-pointer and
MacLelland rolled in a lay-up,
was fouled and sank the free
throw. Winter sank a 3-pointer
then the Cardinals were forced to
foul MacLelland to set the stage
for the exciting finale.
“I think at the beginning of the
game everyone’s nerves are high.

Everyone is more pumped up.
It’s hard to stay calm with the
other team pressuring you. It’s
normal for turnovers to occur
and steals to happen, but I am

really proud of my team. We
settled in and started playing our
game,” McKeary said.
Plainfield
Cranford

14 9 18 14
14 15 13 14

55
56
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COUGARS OBLACHINSKI NETS 17 PTs, GRABS 15 RBs; TROTTER 9 PTs, RAIDER RAMOS 11 PTs

Cougars Hustle Past Raiders in UCT Boys Basketball, 53-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense was more effective for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team than
it had been in the previous two
meetings with Cranford, but the
10th-seeded Cougars took control of the boards and used quick
passing techniques to come up
with a 53-39 victory in the preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford
on February 15.
“They definitely improved from
the other two times we played
them. We got some shots. They
didn’t knock some shots down,
which helped us. We didn’t defend as well as we should have.
We were able to capitalize on
some turnovers, get a lead and
then hang on,” Cougar Head

Coach Ryan Huber said.
Senior John Oblachinski became the primary master of the
boards with 15 rebounds, a pair
of blocked shots, a tipped pass
that led to a steal and also led all
scorers with 17 points.
“This is the county tournament.
Everybody comes to play. This is
what we play for. This is where
we get bragging rights for the
whole year. They played well.
We just happened to play better
today and we got the win,”
Oblachinski said.
“He’s a physical kid. He’s undersized with everybody we play,
but he battles with everybody.
Georgetown’s getting a great one
right there,” Coach Huber said of
Oblachinski.
Leo Ramos led the 9-13 Raiders with 11 points, including a

pair of three pointers in the first
quarter that the 10-8 Cougars
won, 14-9. Andrew Voysest
struck for seven second-half
points and added two assists.
Chris Lisojo had three steals and
three rebounds. Josh Acosta and
Dan Lopez each had five points,
while Devon Glover and Quaryee
Bull each netted four points. Jack
Poillon (3 rebounds) had one
point, Chris Gibbons (2 steals)
had two points and Emendo Thomas pulled four rebounds.
The Cougars’ quick, crosscourt
passing did, however, manage
to keep the Raiders’ defense offbalance, especially in the first
and fourth quarters.
“Definitely! We were trying to
push the ball up the floor like we
did the other times against them.
When we do, we get open lay-

ups and we are able to move the
ball pretty well up court,”
Oblachinski said. “The guards did
a good job today securing the
ball and not giving up a lot of
turnovers. We played a good
game.”
“It all starts really with Jack
McCaffrey. He’s a sneaky type
player. He gets the ball. He gets
into the passing lanes, especially
against the zone. He finds openings fast. He’s a very athletic kid.
He really starts it all defensively
for us, and that’s where it led to
a long run on offense,” Coach
Huber said.
McCaffrey finished with eight
points, while Tommy Trotter (9
points) and Luke Christiano (4
points, 5 rebounds) led the team
with five assists each. Mike
Guarriello netted eight points and

six rebounds and Cameron Kutzer
sank five points.
“Coach Huber stresses the
teamwork with everyone passing. We don’t go one-on-one. We
find the open guy and we get him
the ball, so they do a good job
getting everyone the ball and
getting a lot of assists,”
Oblachinski said.
After Ramos scored six of his
points in the first quarter and
Trotter sank seven to give the
Cougars a 14-9 lead, both defenses got stingy in the 7-2 second quarter that made the halftime score, 21-11.
Kutzer scored all five of his
points in the third quarter and
Oblachinski sank four, while
Glover hit for four as the Cougars’ lead stretched only one
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The Cougars’ victory pitted round.
point to 35-24, then Guarriello
led all scorers in the fourth with them against seventh-seeded St. Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Mary’s (Elizabeth) in the second Cranford
eight points.

9
14

2 13 15
7 14 18

39
53
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Cranford Cougar Matmen Fall
To Hanover Park in Sectional
The 16-5 Cranford High School
wrestling team fell short to topseeded Hanover Park, 41-22, in
the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 2 Tournament in Hanover Park on February 12.
Cougar Anthony Capece gained
a 12-3 majority decision over
Leo Stefanelli at 106-lbs. Tom
DiGiovanni pinned Jonathan Silva
in 3:32 at 113-lbs and Chris
Scorese pinned Lou Ramio in 2:21
at 120-lbs. Gavin Murray pinned
Joe Zecca in 5:41 at 138-lbs.
At 126-lbs, Tiger Austin Nash
won by 10-2 major decision over
Dave Busch. Christian Bassolino

won by 14-5 majority decision over
Brian McGovern at 132-lbs. At 145lbs, Tiger Gene Angelo nipped Andrew Tompkins, 3-2, then Corey
Birch dropped a 4-0 decision to
Anthony Oliveri at 152-lbs.
The Tigers also won every bout
from 160-lbs to heavyweight, beginning with Anthony Bassolino
winning in 1:15. At 170-lbs, Mason Sangillo won by forfeit and
Rory DeLuca earned an 8-5 decision over Chris Kiame at 182-lbs.
Eric Boccard topped Nick Ballas,
8-6, at 195-lbs. Tom Hunt pinned
Mike Pastor in 3:51 at 220-lbs
and Nick LaShell defeated Jon
ElKhoury, 7-2, at 285-lbs.

District Mat Tournament Begins

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO NOTRE DAME..Cranford Cougar Pat Lynch has signed to continue his pole vaulting career at Notre
Dame University next year. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Mark Lynch, Elisabeth Lynch, Pat Lynch and James
Lynch; back row, coaches Eliza Kelton, John Schiano and Pete Kane, Director of Athletics Darren Torsone, coach Mike
Dow and Principal Rui Dionisio.
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Cougar Gavin Murray
Highlander Ryan Hoy

The District 11 Wrestling Tournament will be held this Friday and
Saturday at Westfield High School. Last year, the Blue Devils won
the team title with 189.5 points, well ahead of second-placed
Scotch Plain-Fanwood at 154.5 and the Cranford Cougars, who
placed third with a 151 total.
The Blue Devils return two champions with Nick Velez (152-lbs)
and Nick Kalimtzis (120-lbs) as do the Cougars with Gavin Murray
(138-lbs) and Niko Cappello (160-lbs)

Raider Brian Lapham
Blue Devil Matt Barber
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Garwood Board of Education Adds
Makeup Days Due to Snowstorms
By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

original calendar had three
“snow days” built into it, all of
which have been used. School
was open Friday, February 14,
originally scheduled as a day
off, and April 21 will account for
the fifth canceled day due to
snow.
If further cancellations are
necessary, Superintendent
Teresa Quigley said the days
will be made up either during
spring break, April 14 to 18, or
added on at the end of the year.
“It’s hard on the kids and staff
because it’s inconsistent,” Ms.
Quigley said. “You’re in, you’re
out, you’re in.
“All of these snow days have

been a tough call, because the
snow is happening in the morning, but then it’s stopping. But
at what point is it a delayed
opening? Is it a ‘close the
school’?”
Ms. Quigley said she confers
with Clark school officials due
to the fact that Garwood sends
its high-school students to
Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ) High
School in Clark.
“We’re all up at 5 a.m.,” she
said. “I try to follow what Clark
does because our students go
there.”
In another ALJ-related matter, Ms. Quigley said the Clark

GARWOOD – The finance committee of the board of education (BOE) will convene Saturday to devise its budget for the
2014-2015 school year, panel
Chairwoman Susan Groning
announced at Tuesday’s
monthly BOE meeting.
The panel must stay within 2
percent of last year’s $8.5-million expenditure – with exceptions for items such as special
education and employee health
insurance – to avoid a voter
referendum on the blueprint.
“We meet Saturday to go
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
through all of our finances,” Ms.
Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
DECADES OF SERVICE…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, right, presents a
Groning said. “We’ll see
proclamation to Bill Severage, left, at the February 11 council meeting honoring
what line items we need
to increase, as well as
him for 55 years of service to the borough’s volunteer fire department.
where we’ll need to cut
in order to stay within
our 2-percent cap.”
The budget must be
presented for approval
to county officials by
Thursday, March 20,
she said, and if it passes
CRANFORD — During the Janu- includes athletics and student
there, must be adopted
ary 28 Board of Trustees meet- clubs.
by the Garwood BOE
ing, the Union County College
Ms. Castellanos Brewer began
and presented publicly
approved Helen Castellanos her tenure in higher education
on Tuesday, April 29.
Brewer as the new Vice President 15 years ago and has worked in
Last year’s budget inof Student Development. She had student affairs at both two-year
cluded a $192,000 tax
more than a decade of commu- and four-year colleges. Over the
increase,
which
nity college experience in stu- past decade, she has served at a
amounted to $95.33
dent services.
community college-Montgomery
per $100,000 of asMs. Brewer will join the staff on College in Rockville, Md. Her most
sessed home value.
Monday, February 10, and man- recent role was as Montgomery’s
The snow that has
age the staff responsible for de- Associate Dean of Students.
tested the patience of
signing, maintaining, and improvMs. Brewer’s experience inGarwood residents also
ing the quality of professional cludes student affairs leaderhas taken its toll on the
support services for the College’s ship, implementation of student
school calendar, requir12,000 students. The specific de- success initiatives, program
ing the board to appartments she will oversee are management and administraprove a change TuesCounseling, the Educational Op- tion, community outreach and
day to hold classes on
portunity Fund, Financial Aid, Re- recruitment, academic advising,
Monday, April 21, the
Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
cruitment, and College Life, which career and personal counselday after Easter.
YEARS OF SERVICE…Garwood Board of Education (BOE) President Christine Guerriero
ing, judicial affairs, grant writWinter storms have reads a proclamation honoring retired BOE member Jack Sullivan for his years of service
ing, program assessment, straforced the school to to the board.
Probitas
Verus
Honos
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
close five times. The

Union County College Hires
A New VP for Students

Page S-7

Thursday, February 20, 2014
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Volunteers Needed for Union
County Teen Arts Festival
CRANFORD – Do you like working with artists, teachers and
students? The Union County
Teen Arts Festival provides an
opportunity for volunteers to
get involved.
The Union County Teen Arts
Festival, sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders through the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in
the Department of Parks and
Recreation, is a two-day celebration of the arts held annually at Union County College in
Cranford. The event, scheduled
for Thursday and Friday, March
20, and 21, is open to all students from public, charter, private and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.
“Nearly 3,500 students participate in performances, cri-

tiquing seminars, master
classes and workshops with a
staff of 55 professional artists
in every discipline – visual art,
music, creative writing, theater
and dance,” said Freeholder
Chairman Christopher Hudak.
“Volunteers are needed to assist artists with workshops,
manage performance sites and
staff information stations. We
appreciate the invaluable assistance of our county residents
with this exciting program.”
If you are interested in any of
these activities, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs by calling
(908) 558-2550; NJ Relay Users call 711. Or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. The office is located at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth.

* Gwd BOE Adds Makeup Days *
school will be evaluated by the
Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools in March.
While not mandatory, she told
attendees at Tuesday’s meeting that the assessment, “is a
good thing for the high school.
It puts it under the microscope.”
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Clark officials already have
prepared 200 pages of paperwork for the Middle States accreditation process and if approved, it will be good for seven
years.
In other actions, the board
approved five people, Douglas
Heintz, Meghan Emmons, Lynn
Tierney, Michael Bither and
Karen Bronikowski, as substitute teachers pending a criminal history background check.
The board also appointed
Daniel Burke as the boys’ baseball coach, Dana Parkhill as the
girls’ softball coach, Armando
Gonzalez as the overnight
eighth-grade trip teacher and
Peggy Weiss as the overnight
eighth-grade trip nurse.

Probitas Verus Honos
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UCC Hires New VP
tegic planning, and leading an
emergency response team to
address students of concern.
Equally important, according
to President McMenamin, is that
she has “a caring attitude toward students.”
“I understand community colleges not only from my professional work but also from the
perspective of once having been
a community college student myself. I am committed to the community college mission and to
ensuring the success of all students,” Ms. Brewer said.
Ms. Brewer was selected as a
National Community College Hispanic Council (NCCHC) Fellow
and Chair of the Maryland Behavioral Intervention Team Affinity Group. She has also served
on numerous boards to include
the Latin American Advisory
Board to the County Executive
and the Board of Directors for
the Latin American Youth Center in Washington, D.C.
Originally from New Brunswick,
and raised in Maryland, she
earned a Master of Arts in Counseling with an emphasis in Student Development in Higher Education from Trinity University,
and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of
Maryland, College Park.
Ms. Castellanos Brewer replaces Dr. Ralph Ford, who
served at Union for eight years
and left the College during the
summer to become President of
Central Texas College.
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Crossroads Event to Feature
Ventriloquist, Comedians
GARWOOD — A special comedy
event will be held on Thursday,
March 6, beginning at 8 p.m. at
Crossroads, located at 78 North
Avenue in Garwood. Featured will
be ventriloquist Otto and George
along with comedians Jimmie
Allinder, Rich Carucci, Keith
Carnevale and Rich McDonald.
Otto and George is an adultthemed ventriloquist comedy
team composed of comedian Otto
Petersen and his dummy, George
Dudley. Mr. Petersen began performing with George as a street
act in Manhattan and Brooklyn in
the early 1970s. In the late ’70s,
they moved into nightclubs and
began to evolve into the current
act.
One notable aspect of Mr.
Petersen’s ventriloquism is that
his lips still move while he speaks
with the George voice, but the
illusion of there being a different
speaker is made with the sharp
contrast in the George voice with
his own.
Among the other performers
on the bill, Mr. Allinder is an
experienced stand-up comedian.
Mr. Carucci is a second-genera-

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Otto and George

tion comedian and former child
actor who appeared in commercials, off-Broadway and on a 1972
Ed Sullivan Easter special. Mr.
Carnevale opens for Otto and
George. Mr. McDonald, also
known as Big Rich from Jersey, is
a member of the comedy troupe
Dumb Kids In The Back as well as
a stand-up comedian.
Tickets are $15 when purchased
online at ticketfly.com or by visiting crossroadsatgarwood.com.
Advance ticket purchase is highly
recommended. Tickets can be
purchased at the door for $20 per
person. Food and beverages will
be available for purchase separately throughout the evening.
For more information about this
event, call (908) 518-0323 or email info@xxroads.com.

W-H Presents High
School Musical

EDISON — The WardlawHartridge School in Edison will
present High School Musical, as
its annual spring musical with
four performances: Thursday
through Saturday, February 27
through March 1, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, March 2, at 3 p.m.
The show will be held in the
school’s All-Purpose Room.
Leading players include Alex
Barbet of Plainfield as Troy
Bolton, Neelam Patel of Edison
as Gabriella Montez, Julia Linger of Cranford as Sharpay
Evans, Michael Olano of South
Plainfield as Ryan Evans, Aditya
Dalal of Scotch Plains as Coach
Evans, Antonia Santangelo of
Rahway as Ms. Darbus and Harry
“T” Osborne of Plainfield as
Chad, as well as numerous other
students.
Tickets are $10 for adults and
students and $5 for senior citizens. For more information call
(908) 754-1882.

